
Chapter 9 

EDUCATION, HEALTH AND COMMUNICATION 

The chapter analyses the practices of education, health and communication in 

the urban population of the Barman. 

Education 

liducation is a process of social change in the developing societies. Through 

education a society transmits its cultural traits and socializes its members for various 

roles. In the primitive or simple societies education is not organized as a systematic 

formal process as occupations in these societies are generally based on age and sex 

instead of any kind of specialization. Therefore, education in the simple societies is 

informally provided by kin members so that their youngsters can meet the necessities 

arising in their everyday life. But in modern or complex societies v\/here specialization 

of occupation is given much importance the systematic formal education is imparted in 

formal institutions such as school, college and other institutions meant specially for this 
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purpose. So, education is regarded as an agency of transformation of society, culture 

and econonny. As the tribal people were living in the remote geographical areas, 

education was not organized as a separate activity in their traditional societies. But 

when the British missionaries came to India they sowed the seeds of education among 

the tribal people. The languages of many tribal people were given scripts by the 

Christian missionaries. Among the tribal people who are passing through 

transformation, now-a-days, education is an important agency of social change. 

Therefore, the expansion of formal education in tribal society can be taken as an 

indicator of social change. Besides the influence of Christian missionaries, the 

constant contact with non-tribals, impact of urbanization and Industrialization and 

expansion of mass media communication plays an important role in culture change 

among the tribes of India. 

Historical Background 

The Dimasa-Kacharis had no written form of the language called 'Dimasa'. They 

could not develop alphabets of their own and, so, they picked up Bengali as the 

medium of their expression. The kings patronized Bengali language and literature and 

encouraged production of Bengali verses. Before shifting of capital in Maibong there is 

no proof of their literacy. The process of education started during the time of the King 

Hanshchandra (1757-1772 A.D). He was an eminent Scholar and wrote an article on 

Lord of Hedombo in the form of inscription on the wall of a temple at Maibong. His son, 

Lakshmichandra (1772-1773 A.D) was also a renowned scholar of Sanskrit and Bengali 

literature. But during the period the education was confined only among the royal 

families which receivejd it from the Raj Pandits (royal priests) in informal ways. No formal 
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educational institution was developed in that time. So, the common people had oppor­

tunity of education. Gradually, through the process of Hinduization and constant contact 

with local Bengali people education spread among the Barmans who changed their 

way of life in the context of modernization (Sen 2003 :105). 

The Process of education at Present 

In spreading of education among the Barman population, the contribution of Nikhil 

Cachar Haidimbo Barman Samiti is worthmentioning for establishment of many schools 

and hostels, provincialization of schools and appointment of Scheduled Tribes 

teachers in different Barman villages of Cachar. In many Barman villages like Joypur 

Rajabazar, Khashpur, Borkhala Raja Bazar, Langlachera, Dolu, Dormikhal, Thaligram, 

Doloichora, Kumachera, Lakhinagar, Ganganagar, etc. the 'Samiti' took initiative for 

establishment of Primary School, High Schools and Higher Secondary Schools. Some 

of the schools are; viz., Borkhola Raja Gobindra Chandra Memorial High School, Bam 

Nittyananda Public High School, Joypur Rajabazar Ramchandra Barman Public High 

School, Khashpur Krishnadhan Barman M.E. School, Khashpur Krishna Barman 

Janokee Roy Memorial High School, Nikama M.V. School and Nikama High School 

and so on. Among those, four High Schools were upgraded the higher secondary level. 

For establishment of these schools, many Barmans have donated their land and money 

for educational upliftment of the Barmans and other people living in the rural areas of 

Cachar. Many hostels have been opened by the state government only for the Barman 

students coming from interior areas of Cachar for high education. In 1954 A.D. a 

Barman hostel named Barman Chatrabash was established atTarapur Barman lane in 

Silchar, which is the only place for Barman students who come from the villages of 
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Cachar, North Cachar Hills and Karbi Anglong Hills. This hostel gradually became a 

centre for their culture, language and literature. From 1960 to 1976, a Dimasa 

Magazine titled 'Dimasa', the pioneer in Dimasa language and culture, was published 

by the Dimasa students union. From 1935 A.D. up till now many Barman students have 

been coming for higher education in Siichar town. They stay either in the Barman Hostel 

or in rented houses. They are studying in the colleges like Guru Charan College, Cachar 

College, Women's College, Industrial Training Institute, Siichar Polytechnic College, 

Siichar Medical College, National Institute of Technology and so on (Barman 2006 : 

58-59). 

The Urban Barmans : The Educational Status 

The following table presents the educational status of the Barmans in Siichar 

town. 

Table 9.1: Educational Status of the Barmans in. 

Level of Education 

Babies and Infants 

Pre - F'rimary 

Primary 

Middle School 

H.S.L.C 

(Higher School Leaving Certificate) 

H.S.S.L.C (Higher Secondary 

School Leaving Certificate) 

Graduation 

Post - Graduation 

M.B.B.S (Bachelor of Medicines, Bachelor of Surgery) 

B.E (Bachelor of Engineering) 

Polytechnic Diploma 

I.TI. Diploma (Industrial Training Institute) 

Total (%) 

Number of 
Males (7o) 

10(3.97) 

15(5.95) 

32(12.70) 

36(14.29) 

30(11.90) 

61(24.21) 

32(12.70) 

3(1.38) 

2(0.79) 

8(3.170 

10(3.97) 

13(5.16) 

252(100) 

Siichar Town 

Number of 
Females (%) 

13(5.99) 

20(9.22) 

20(9.22) 

40(18.43) 

45 (20.74) 

65(29.95) 

20(9.22) 

2 (0.92) 

2 (0.92) 

0 

0 

0 

217(100) 

Total (%) 

23(4.90) 

35(7.46) 

52(11.09) 

76(16.20) 

75(15.99) 

126(26.86) 

52(11.09) 

5(1.07) 

4(0.85) 

8(1.70) 

8(2.13) 

13(2.77) 

469(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - February 30, 2006 
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The table shows that over one fourth of the total population has the education up 

to H.S.S.L.C level. The second major population, i.e., nearly one fifth each has the 

education up to H.S.L.C. and middle school (pre-H.S.L.C.) levels. 

Of the total males, about one fourth have the education up to H.S.S.L.C. level. 

Over one tenth males have education, each, up to Primary, H.S.L.C and Graduation. 

Besides an insignificant proportion of people have the education of Post-graduation, 

M.B.B.S., B.E, Polytechnic and I.TI. levels. 

Ofthe total females, nearly one third have the education up to H.S.S.L.C. and 

around one fifth have education each, up to middle school and H.S.L.C. level. Besides 

a few female M.B.B.S. (0.92%), their presence in technical education is negligible. 

When data are compared between two genders some interesting patterns are 

obtained. It appears thatthe number of females in H.S.L.C. and H.S.S.L.C. levels are 

higher than the males, but lesser in the Graduation, Post-graduation and nil in the 

technical education. Except the females (27.65%) who were born in Silchar, most ofthe 

females have migrated from the villages owing to marriage and not for education or job. 

Generally, it is seen that in the villages there is little scope for higher education and at 

the same time girls are little interested to continue study. So, this is the reason that most 

ofthe middle aged Barman women in the town have the qualification up to H.S.L.C or 

H.S.S.L.C level. But as males have been migrating in the town since 1935 onwards for 

education and job, they are found in all technical and non-technical educational levels. 

The women are totally oriented to general education. 

This indicates thatthe education of women is also getting equal attention as that 

of men among the urban Barman community so far as general education is concerned 



273 

whereas the women are yet to register their entry in engineering technical education. 

Therefore, most of the people have qualification up to H.S.L.C and H.S.S.L.C., 

and are working as clerks, peons, or mechanics in the government and private sectors 

as discussed in the chapter 5. But at the same time the noteworthy fact is that the 

population is found distributed over all the educational levels, technical as well as non-

technical. This indicates that they are in the thick of the process of urbanization. 

Medium of Instruction 

Alongwith the level of education, medium of instruction is also one of the 

important parameter in order to find out the level of urbanization of the community. For 

this purpose some tables are presented below according to the medium of instruction 

in schools of the Barman population in the town. 

For analysis, three different tables are made on three generations of the urban 

Barman population; viz., the young generation (0-30 years), the middle generation (31-

50 years) and the old generation (51 and above) according to their medium of 

instruction in school. The table on distribution of young generation into their medium of 

instruction in school is given as follows: 

Table 9.2 (a): Distribution of the Literate Barmans of Young Generation (0-30 years) into 
Medium of Instruction in School. 

Medium of 
Instruction 

English 

Bengali 

Infants (below 3 years) 

Totsil (%) 

Number of 
Males (%) 

63 (50) 

52(41.27) 

11 (8.73) 

126(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

50 (45.05) 

53 (47.75) 

8(7.21) 

111(100) 

Total 
Population (%) 

113(47.70) 

105(44.30) 

19(8.02) 

237(100) 

Source : Field Sun/ey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 
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The table reveals that near about half the young population of the Barman is 

getting education in the English medium schools of the town and four fifth are studying 

in the Bengali medium schools. The rest (8.02%) are infants below three years of age. 

Of the males, half are studying in English medium schools, over two fifths in the 

Bengali medium schools and the rest (8.73%) are the infants. 

Of the females, near about half are studying in Bengali medium schools, over 

two fifths in English medium schools and the rest (7.21 %) the infants. 

Thus, it appears that the proportion of males is higher in the English medium 

schools than the females. 

When further analysis is made on the present school going children, i.e., from 3 

years to 16 years, then some significant trends are emerging. For analysis three age 

categories are made such as Pre-primary (3-5 years), Primary (6-10 years) and High 

School (11-16 years). On the basis of medium of instruction the following table is given 

below. 

Table 9.2 (b): Distribution of the School Going Barman Children (3-16 years) into Medium 
of Instruction in School. 

Medium of 
Instruction 
Engliuh 

Bengali 

Total {%) 

Classes 
and age 
Pre-primary 
(3-5 Years) 
Primary 
(6- 10 years) 
High School 
(11 -16 years) 
Pre - Primary 
(3 •• 5 years) 
Primary 

(6-10 years) 
High School 

(11 -16 years) 

Number of 
Males% 

10(14.29) 

32(45.71) 

17(24.29) 

0 

0 

11 (15.71) 

70(100) 

Number of 
Females% 

9(13.43) 

20 (29.85) 

18(26.87) 

0 

' 0 

20 (29.85) 

67(100) 

Total 
population (%) 

19(13.87) 

52 (37.96) 

35 (25.55) 

0 

0 

31 (22.63) 

137(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 
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The table shows that all the male and female children of pre-primary and primary 

classes are getting education in English medium schools. But some High School going 

children are studying in Bengali medium schools. 

Over three fifths of the males and about three fourths of the females are studying 

in English medium schools the rest females are (29.85%) studying in the Bengali 

medium schools. 

Gender wise, it appears that of the total High School going females, the number 

of those studying in the Bengali medium schools is slightly more than those in the 

English medium schools whereas of the total High School going males, the number of 

male studying in the English medium schools is considerably higher than those in the 

Bengali medium schools. 

Thus, it reveals that in a few years ago some parents were not at all interested to 

admit their female children in the English medium schools. But at the same time they 

preferred to admit their male child in the English medium schools because they feel that 

job is not necessary for females and they should be only get married. So, it is not 

necessary to admit them in the English medium schools as it is expensive. But on the 

other hand the parents think that English medium is necessary for a male child for job 

and prospects. 

For the last one decade the scenario has changed and all the parents admit 

their children, males and females, in the English medium schools. This indicates that 

the impact of urbanization and modernization is increasing day by day among the 

Barman population in the town 

When compared the preceding two tables; viz., 9.2 (a) and 9.2 (b) it appears 

that almost all the people of young generation (0 -30 years) who are studying in the 
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English medium schools are belonging to the age group 3 -16 years and Bengali me­

dium students are belonging to the age group 17-30 years. 

Now, the distribution of the middle aged (31-50 years) Barman population is 

given according to their medium of instruction in school: 

Table 9.3 : Distribution of the Middle Aged (31-50 years) Barman Population of the Silchar 

Town into Medium of Instruction in School 

Medium of 
instruction 

English 

Bengali 

Total 

Number of 
IVIales (%) 

1(1.03) 

96 (98.97) 

97(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

0 

83(100) 

83(100) 

Total 
Population (%) 

1 (0.56) 

179(99.44) 

180(100) 

Source : Field survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that except one case all the middle aged Barmans in the town 

have received education from the Bengali medium schools. Only one male has received 

education from English medium school. 

F'urther, the data about of the old generation (51 and above) of the Barmans 

reveal ttiat all the old generation people of the Barman achieved education in the Bengali 

medium schools only. 

Now, if all the preceding all tables club together it will present the overall picture 

of the medium of instruction in school among the Barmans in the town. The following 

table is presented below: 

Table 9.4 : Distribution of the Total Literate Barman Population of the Town into Medium 
of Instruction in School 

IVIedium of 
Instruction 

Engliejh 

Bengali 

Infants below 3 years 

Total (%) 

Number of 
(Males (%) 

64 (25.40) 

177(70.24) 

11 (4.37) 

252(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

50 (23.04) 

159(73.27) 

8 (3.69) 

217(100) . 

Total 
Population (%) 

114(24.31) 

336(71.64) 

19(4.05) 

469(100) 
Source : Field Survey, March 01 - February 30, 2006 
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The data reveals that of the total population slightly less than three fourths have 

studied in the Bengali medium schools and about one fourth have studied in the English 

medium schools. The rest insignificant (4.05%) people are infants. 

The comparison of the previous four tables reveal that most of the Barman 

students who are studying in the English medium schools belong to the new generation 

of the urban Barman community whereas all the middle aged and old aged Barmans 

studied in Bengali medium schools. Moreover, when the data are looked at from 

gender perspective one observes that presently the parents give equal importance to 

the education of the male and female children so far as the medium of instruction is 

concerned. 

Therefore, there is an increasing tendency among most of the urban Barman 

families to admit their children, irrespective of gender, in English medium schools which 

help much to promote them in the process of urbanization. 

On the other hand, all the middle aged and old aged people studied in the Bengali 

medium schools, which led them closer to the Bengali culture. 

Further, the educational status of the urban Barman population can also be 

analysed on three streams of education, i.e.. Science, Arts and Commerce chosen for 

studies by the Barmans. For this some tables are presented according to the streams 

of education of the urban Barmans. In this context people of the group 0 -16 years are 

not taken into consideration as they are up till in the non-stream education. For the 

analysis, three generations are categorized; viz., the young generation (17-30 years), 

the middle aged generation (31-50 years) and the old generation (51 and above). 
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The table on distribution of the young generation into streams of education (Arts, 

Science, Commerce) is given below. 

Table 9.5 : Distribution of the Urban Barmans of the Young Generation (17-30 years) 
into Streams of Education. 

Streams of 
Education 

Arts 

Science 

Commerce 

Below H.S.S.L.C 

(Non-Stream education) 

Total (%) 

Number of 
Males (%) 

15(26.79) 

33(58.93) 

4(7.14) 

4(7.14) 

56(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

39 (88.64) 

3 (6.82) 

0 

2 (4.55) 

44(100) 

Total 
population (%) 

54 (54) 

36 (36) 

4(4) 

6(6) 

100(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table shows that over half have chosen Arts stream and one third have 

chosen Science stream. The number of the people who have chosen Commerce is 

insignificant. 

Of the males, three fifths have chosen Science, one fourth have chosen Arts and 

less than one tenth have chosen Commerce stream. 

Of the females, most have chosen Arts and an insignificant number has chosen 

Science stream. 

Therefore, it appears that the males of young generation are more inclined 

towards the Science education than the females whereas the females are more 

inclined towards Arts education. Because the young males are always career oriented 

and the females are oriented for family making. 

Now, the table on the distribution of the middle generation (31-50 years) Barmans 

into their streams of education is presented below. 
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Table 9.6: Distribution of the Urban Barmans of Middle Generation (31 - 50 years) into 
Streams of Education. 

Streams of 

Education 

Arts 

Science 

Commerce 

Belov\/ H.S.S.L.C Education 

Total (%) 

Number of 

Males (%) 

56 (57.73) 

12(12.37) 

2 (2.06) 

27 (27.84) 

97(100) 

Number of 

Females (%) 

42 (50.60) 

0 

0 

41 (49.40) 

83(100) 

Total 

population (%) 

98 (54.44) 

12(6.67) 

2(1.11) 

68 (37.78) 

180(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - February 30, 2006 

The table shows that over half the people havestudied in Arts and insignificant 

number of people studied in Science and Connmerce. The rest (about two fourths) did 

not continue study up to H.S.S.L.C. 

Of the males, about three fifths studied in Arts and over one tenth studied in 

Science. The males studied in Commerce are negligible. Of the females half of them 

studied in Arts and the rest did not continue study up to H.S.S.L.C. 

Thus, most of the males and females have studied in Arts. Yet, some males have 

studied in Science and Commerce. But no female has chosen Science or Commerce. 

Further, the distribution of the old generation (51 and above) of the Barman 

populeition into streams of education is given in the following table. 

Table 9.7 : Distribution of the Urban Barmans of Old Generation (51 and above) into 
Streams of Education. 

Streams of 

Education 

Arts 

Science 

Commerce 

Below H.S.S.L.C. Education 

Total (%) 

Number of 

Males (%) 

7(24.14) 

0 

0 

22 (75.86) 

29(100) 

Number of 

Females (%) 

5(21.74) 

0 

0 

18(78.26) 

23(100) 

Total 

population (%) 

12(23.08) 

0 

0 

40(76.92) 

52(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 
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The table shovys that only one fourth people have studied In Arts. The rest people 

did not continue study up to H.S.S.L.C. One fourth of the males and one fifth of the 

females studied in Arts stream only. The rest are below H.S.S.L.C. 

Thus, from the preceding three tables on the streams of education of the 

Barman people in the town it appears that, as a whole, most of the males and females 

have chosen Arts stream of education. However, now-a-days mostly the young males 

are coming up significantly in Science education. But the females have registered only 

a notional entry into Science education whereas Commerce education is still unknown 

to them. However, a few males have made a notional entry into the Commerce stream 

of education. It does indicate a gender gap in the matter of educational streams. 

In sum, the whole analysis reveals that the urban Barmans have been proved to 

higher education in recent decades. All the people are literate and the maximum males 

and females are H.S.S.L.C. pass. A few people have done graduation, post-

graduation, M.B.B.S., B.E which is one of the major cause of culture change. The 

education of women is also getting equal attention as that of men among the Barmans. 

Most of the people have chosen Arts stream for study. Though some males studied in 

Science, yet the number of the females in Science stream is very insignificant. On the 

other hand the people are least interested to chose Commerce stream of the 

education. The educated parents now-a-days are willing to admit their children in the 

schools of English medium rather than Bengali medium. This tendency leads them to 

the process of modernization. 

Thus, a remarkable change is seen regarding their outlook on education. 
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Health 

The health condition of men and women of any community is indispensably 

related with the culture and development of the community because economic 

background is one of the most important reason behind the health condition of any 

people. Generally, due to economic backwardness, lack of education and low 

awareness about health some people live unhealthy life and suffer from various 

diseases whereas some people who have sound economy, proper education and health 

consciousness are comparatively free from diseases. This contrast can be seen 

between the rural and the urban people in India. Urbanization generally leads to total 

improvement of economic, educational and health conditions. 

To delineate the health condition of the Barmans in the town, the following table 

is prepared on the health status of their total population. The two categories; viz., 

disease free and diseased are used to know their health status. In analysis the usual 

diseases like fever, dysentery, eye problem, physical weakness, jaundice, malaria, etc. 

are not taken into consideration. 

Table 9.8 : Distribution of the Barman Population in Silchar according to Health Status 
in Silchar. 

Health Status 

Disease free 

Diseased 

Total 

Number of 
Males (%) 

210(83.33) 

42(16.67) 

252(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

186(85.71) 

31 (14.29) 

217(100) 

Total 
Population (%) 

396 (84.43) 

73(15.57) 

469(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that over four fifths of the total population are free from any 

acute disease whereas the rest are suffering from some acute diseases. When the 
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data are differentiated into types of gender it becomes evident ttiat slightly more males 

suffer from the diseases than the females. 

To understand the health status clearly it is imperative to undertake analysis of 

the nature of the disease the people are suffering from. Therefore, another table 

showing the distribution of the diseased persons into the types of diseases they have 

been inflicted with is given below. 

Table 9.9 : Distribution of the Diseased Persons into the types of Disease. 

Types, of 
Diseaise 

Diabetes 

Heart Problem 

High Blood Pressure 

Arthritis 

Asthma 

Kidney Stone 

Gall Bladder Stone 

Mental Problem 

Paralysis 

Spondylitis 

Neurological 

Problem 

Total (%) 

Number of 
Males (%) 

17(40.48) 

3(7,14) 

11(26.19) 

0 

2 (4.76) 

3(7.14) 

0 

2 (4.76) 

2(4.76) 

0 

2(4,76) 

0 

42(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

5(16.13) 

3(9.68) 

9(29.03) 

4(12.90) 

1 (3,23) 

1 (3.23) 

3(9.68) 

0 

1 (3.23) 

1 (3.23) 

2 (6.45) 

1 (3,23) 

31(100) 

Total 
Population (%) 

22(30.140 

6(8.22) 

20(27,40) 

4(5.48) 

3(4.11) 

4(5.48) 

2 (2.74) 

2 (2.74) 

3(4,11) 

1(1,37) 

4 (5.48) 

1(1.37) 

73(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that nearly one third of the diseased persons are suffering 

from diabetes and over one fourth from high blood pressure and 8.22% people have 

heart problem, 5.48% each people are suffering from arthritis, neurological and have 

kidney stone. A few people (4.11% each) are suffering from diseases like asthma, gall 

bladder stone, paralysis, allergy and few (2.74% each ) have mental problem and 

thyroid problem. Few people (1.37%) have spondylitis problem. 
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Gender wise, more males than the females are suffering from diabetes whereas 

the diseases like arthritis, gall bladder stone, thyroid problem, spondylitis, are found 

among the females only and the problem related to mental disorder is discerned among 

the males only. 

Generally, it is seen that the males are suffering more from stress and strain than 

the females because the economic responsibility of a family lies on them due to which 

they have to struggle hard. As from the pre Independence period the Barman males 

have been migrating mainly in search of better employment, they have to suffer from 

various stresses and strains in order to cope up with the new urban setting. This is one 

of the main reason for having diabetes more in the Barman males than the females. 

Besides, irregular food taking, habit of taking fast food and overfeeding are some of 

the reasons behind more diabetes among the males. Biologically, arthritis is an 

autoimmune disease and its occurrence is more in the females. So, it is natural that the 

females are suffering more from arthritis problem than the males. The reason behind 

having more gall bladder stone in the females than the males because biologically the 

incidence is classically observed in fatty fertile female of 40 years onwards. So, it might 

have happened in case of a few Barman females. Other diseases like thyroid problem, 

spondylitis, neurological problem and congenital mental defects biologically equally occur 

among the males and females and no significant reason is there. 

Treatment 

In the town different modes of medical facilities are available such as 

homeopathic, ayurvedic and allopathic treatments. Besides, a community has 

generally certain traditional methods of treating ailments. Therefore, it generates a 
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curiosity to know what determines the Barmans' choice of access mode of treatment. 

The following table represents distribution of the urban Barman families into the three 

modes of modern treatments they generally use. 

Table 9.10: Distribution of the Urban Barman Families into Modes of Modern Treatment 

Mode of Modern Treatment 

Homeopathic 

Ayurvedic 

Allopcithic 

Total (%) 

Number of Families (%) 

31 (27.93) 

7(6.31) 

73 (65.77) 

111 (100) 

Source : Field Sun/ey March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table shows that two thirds of the families prefer allopathic treatment, one 

fourth families prefer homeopathic treatment and the rest (6.31%) prefer ayurvedic 

treatment. Therefore, the allopathic treatment is the most preferred and the ayurvedic 

treatment is the least preferred among the urban Barmans because according to them 

allopathic treatment gives immediate result rather than homeopathic or ayurvedic 

treatment. 

However, they still have their primitive/ traditional system of treatment which 

consists of two components; viz., ethno-medicines and magico-religious practices 

performed by a specialist called Hojai, the priest-cum-medicine man of the urban 

Barman community. 

First of all it is essential to find out among the Barman population in the town how 

many people believe and how many people don't believe in their primitive or traditional 

system of treatment. For this purpose the following table is presented on the number of 

Barmam families into their belief in primitive treatment system. 
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Table 9.11 : Distribution of the Urban Barman Families on the basis of their Beliefs in 
Primitive Treatment 

Access on Primitive Treatment 

Believers 

Non-Believers 

Total (%) 

Number of Families (%) 

52 (46.85) 

59(53.15) 

111(100) 

Source ; Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table show/s that 47% Barman families believe that the diseases v\/hich are 

not cured by modern medical treatment are curable by the primitive way of treatment 

v /̂hereas 53% families don't believe in the treatment as, according to them, there is no 

scientific reasoning behind the primitive process of treatment. Thus, the belief in the 

traditional treatment is loosing ground in the community in view of the urbanization and 

rationalization. 

In this context another table is presented below on the number of Barman 

families accessing/ not accessing to the primitive treatment. 

Table 9.12: Distribution of the Urban Barman Families by Their Access to the 
Primitive Treatment 

Access to Primitive Treatment 

Accessed 

Not Accessed 

Total (%) 

Number of Families (%) 

* 47 (42.34) 

64 (57.66) 

111 (100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that, of the total Barman families, about three fifths did not 

access to the primitive ways of treatment at all whereas two fifths accessed to the primitive 

ways of treatment. 
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In some cases they have found the pdmitive treatment effective also. The 

following table gives the distribution of the Barman families which accessed to the 

primitive treatment and yielded some results. 

Table 9.13: Distribution of the Urban Barman Families according to the Result of the 
Primitive Treatment 

Result of the Primitive Treatment 

Positive Result 

No Result 

Total (%) 

Number of Families (%) 

32 (68.09) 

15(31.91) 

47(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30. 2006 

The data reveal that of the 48 families who already accessed the primitive 

treatment, two thirds have got relief by accessing to their primitive treatment system 

whereas the rest did not get any result. Thus, those people who got positive result 

believe in it whereas those people who did not get any result do not believe in it any 

more. Besides, some people who have not gone for the treatment till date have faith in 

the treatment. 

On the whole, there is greater preference for the modern treatment than the 

primitive treatment among the urban Barmans which is the effect of modern education 

and urban living. 

Moreover, some Barman people practice physical exercises, yogasana, 

pranayama and regular walk in the morning or evening for maintaining good health. The 

following table presents the number of the Barmans who practice/ don't practice 

physical exercise in their daily life. 
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Table 9.14 : Distribution of the Urban Barmans who are doing/ not doing Physical Exercises 

Response 
Pattern 

Doing 

Not doing 

Total (%) 

Number of 

Males (%) 

89 (35.32) 

163(64.68) 

252(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

61 (28.11) 

156(71.89) 

217(100) 

Total 

Population (%) 

150(31.98) 

319(68.02) 

469(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that one third of the Barmans in the town are doing some 

physical exercise daily. By gender, over one third of the males and over one fourth of the 

females are doing the exercises. Thus, the fact indicates that the health av\/areness is 

significant among the males and females. It can be considered as a significant change 

among the urban Barman population in the town under impact of the mass media, 

specially TV. 

In sum, most of the Barmans in the town live a healthy life as all of them have to 

access to some modern treatment method, though a significant proportion of these 

people access to primitive ways of treatment, also as the last resort to cure a disease 

and have some faith in the primitive system. It indicates that their traditional mental 

makeup about health and remedies of diseases is largely changing under influence of 

modern medical facilities, modern education, mass media and civic environment they 

are situated in. 

Communication 

Communication is one of the indispensable process of human society by means 

of which the people exchange their emotions, thoughts, ideas and beliefs. It helps 
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human beings establish relations with one another and at the same time make people 

conscious of their surroundings and outer world. Generally, in the primitive societies 

interpersonal communication among the community members of a common 

geographical area plays a vital role in maintaining social unity. However, the means of 

communication may vary from society to society. In the developing societies there are 

found two types of means of communication; viz., the traditional institutions and the 

modern media. 

In the traditional Barman community the residence of the Khunang (headman) 

is considered the common meeting place where all the executive members and elderly 

persons of the village gathered and discussed all the socio-economic matters, made 

future plans, took decisions and communicate these to the fellow members. So, it is a 

place of interpersonal communication. Besides, youth club (Nodrang), Mahila Samiti 

(women's association) religious places, market, etc. are the places of interpersonal 

communication where the people exchange their thoughts. Now-a-days, the rural 

Barmans use modern means of communication; viz., newspapers, radio, television, 

telephone, camera, etc which help them to make contact with the wider world (Paul 

2001 : 185-89). 

The Uirban Barman 

In Silchartown the migrant Barmans prefer to settle adjacent to their relatives or 

community members. In the town they are concentrated mainly in Tarapur, Rongpur, 

Malumgram, Itkhola, National Highway, Hailakandi Road and Sonai Road. However, 

some families are settled singly in some localities of the town. As in the traditional 

Barman community, the residence of the Khunang (headman) of the urban Barman 
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community is one of the centres of interpersonal communication where the executive 

members and other elderly persons meet, discuss and take decisions for the 

community. Then, it is the responsibility of the Habaiskao to communicate the 

decisions in his area as the Habaiskao remains in contact with all the Barman people 

of his own area. In this way, all the members of the community tie up in one thread and 

more or less maintain face to face relations with each other. 

Generally the urban Barman people do not visit their relatives or friends regularly 

due to the busy urban life. Yet, at the time of socio-religious occasions such as 

marriage, annaprasana, birthday party, funerals, festivals or religious performances 

the people visit their relatives on invitation. So, on those occasions the people share 

their ideas, thoughts and emotions with their relatives and other members. 

Besides the traditional means of communication, two types of mass media; viz., 

print media and electronic mass media have great role in the urban Barman 

community. 

Print Media 

The print media consists of newspapers, books, magazines and leaflets. The 

print media usage among the Barmans of Silchartown discussed below. 

(i) Newspapers 

While living in an urban centre, the Barmans want to keep themselves aware of 

all the current happenings in the town (Silchar), the district (Cachar), the state (Assam), 

the country (India) and the outer world. The following table is prepared on the number of 

readenj and non-readers of newspapers among the Barman population in the town. 
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Table 9.15 : Distribution of the Barmans into Readers and Non-readers of 
Newspaper in the Town 

Newspaper 

Reading Habit 

Reading 

Not-Reading 

Total (%) 

Number of 

Males (%) 

217(86.11) 

35(13.89) 

252(1000 

Number of 

Females (%) 

188(86.64) 

29(13.36) 

217(100) 

Total 

Population (%) 

405(86.35) 

64 913.65) 

469(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The data show that most (86%) of the Barmans read newspapers. The rest one 

sevenths are minor children (below eight years age ), most of whom are yet to learn 

reading and some are have yet cultivate the reading habit. 

Among the newspaper readers, the ratio of male and female is more or less 

equal. Before making further analysis on the types of newspapers and news items the 

readers read, it is important to find out how many Barman families subscribe 

newspapers. The following table presents the distribution of the urban Barman families 

according to the status subscription of newspapers. 

Table 9.16 : Distribution of the Barman Families according to subscription status of 

Newspapers in the Town 

Subscription Status 

Subscribers 

Non-subscribers 

Total (%) 

Number of Families (%) 

108(97,30) 

' 3(2.70) 

111(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table shows that almost all the families subscribe newspapers. Only three 

families don't subscribe because they are not financially sound and in order to save 

money they refrain from subscription of any newspaper. 
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Now, the table on the newspapers that the urban Barman families subscribe is 

presented below. 

Table 9.17 : Distribution of the Urban Barman Families into the Newspapers They Subscribe 

Name of Newspaper 

Dainik Jugosankha (Local) 

Dainik Sonar Cachar (local) 

Samoyaik Prosanga (local) 

The Frontier Sun (local) 

The Assam Tribune (regional) 

Employment News (national) 

Total (%) 

Number of Families (%) 

62(57.41) 

24 (22.22) 

17(15.74) 

2(1,85) 

2(1.85) 

1 (0.92) 

108(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that most of the subscribers (nearly three fifths) subscribe the 

most popular local Bengali newspaper, i.e., Dainik Jugosankha. Slightly less than one 

fourth families subscribe another popular local Bengali newspaper Dainik Sonar Cachar 

and one sixth families subscribe the Bengali newspaper Samoyik Prasanga. The rest 

subscribe three English Newspapers; viz.. The Frontier Sun, The Assam Tribune and 

Employment News. 

The readers of the three non-subscribing families read newspapers elsewhere. 

The following table represents the place where these readers read newspaper. 

Table 9.18 : Place of Reading Newspapers for the Readers of Non-subscribing Families. 

Place of Reading Newspaper 

Office 

Neighbourhood 

Total (%) 

Number of Readers (%) 

.̂ 4(44.44) 

5 (55.55) 

9(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 
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The table shows that of the 9 readers of three non-subscriber families, five read­

ers read newspapers by borrowing from their neighbours and four readers read news­

papers in their offices. 

The items in the newspapers also differentiate the readers by their reading choice 

and quality. Therefore, following table is presented on the news items which the Barmans 

choose to read. 

Table 9.19 : Distribution of the Barman Newspapers Readers by the News Items they 
Read in Newspapers 

News Items 

Headlines 

Headlines + Current affairs 

Headlines + Current affairs + 

Employment news 

Headlines + Current affairs + 

Sports news 

Headlines + Entertainment + 

Matrimonial 

Headlines + Entertainment 

Entertainment 

All news items 

Tola! (%) 

Readers 

Number of 
Males (%) 

12(5.53) 

33(15.21) 

29(13.36) 

49 (22.58) 

0 

8 (3.69) 

5 (2.30) 

81(37.33) 

217(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

17(9.04) 

41(21.81) 

19(10.11) 

11(5.85) 

21 (11.17) 

10(5.32) 

15(7.98) 

54 (28.72) 

188(100) 

Total (%) 

29(7.16) 

74(18.27) 

48(11.85) 

60(14.81) 

21 (5.19) 

18(4.44) 

20 (4.94) 

135(33.33) 

405(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The data reveal that one third readers read all items in the newspapers. 

Besides, near about one fifth read headlines, current affairs and over one tenth read 

each, headlines, current affairs and sports news, and headlines, current affairs and 

employment news. Thus, about three fifths read headlines and oyer two fifths read 

current affairs. 
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Of the males, about two fifths read all items in newspapers followed by the 

readers of headlines, current affairs, sports news (22.58%); headlines, current affairs 

(15.21%); headlines, current affairs, employment news (13.36%) in the newspapers. 

Of the female readers over one fourth read all news items and one fifth read 

headlines and current affairs (21.81%) only. 

Thus, the males mostly read headlines, current affairs, sports and employment 

news v/hereas the females mostly read headlines, current affairs, entertainment and 

matrimonial news. Besides, notably the number of the males is significantly greater 

than that of the females. 

(ii) Magazines 

Like newspapers magazines are an other important means of communication. 

The following table presents the number of magazine readers and non-readers in the 

Barman population in the town. 

Table 9.20 : Distribution of the Barmans into Readers and Non-readers of Magazine 
in the Town 

Magazine 

Reading 

Not reading 

Total (%) 

Readers 

Number of 
Males (%) 

126(50) 

126(50) 

252(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

76 (35.02) 

141 (64.98) 

217(100) 

Total (%) 

202 (43.07) 

267 (56.93) 

469(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - February 30, 2006 

The data show that over two fifths of the Barmans read magazines. By gender, 

half of the males and one third of the females read magazines. 

Now, the table on the distribution of the urban Barman families on the basis of 

subscription or non-subscription of magazines is given below. 
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Table 9.21 ; Distribution of the Urban Barman Families by Subscription status Magazines. 

Subscription Status 

• Subscribers 

Non-subscribers 

Total (%) 

Number of Families (%) 

67 (60.36) 

4 (39.64) 

111(100) 

Source : Field Survey. March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that three fifths of the total Barman families subscribe maga­

zines and the rest don't subscribe. 

The type of the magazine subscribed is also an important basis of analysing the 

modes of communication among the people. Therefore, the distribution of the 

magazine subscribers on the basis of the types of magazine is shown in the table given 

below. 

Table 9.22 : Distribution of the Subscribers by the Magazines Subscribed 

Name of Magazine 

Sainjalee : A Quarterly Dimasa Magazine (local) 

Yog Sandesh (National) 

India Today (National) 

Total (%) 

Number of Families (%) 

57 (85.07) 

7(10.45) 

3 (4.48) 

67(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - February 30, 2006 

The table showsthat of the total magazine subscribers over four fifths subscribe 

their community magazine; viz., Sainjalee: A Quarterly Dimasa Magazine. One tenth of 

the families subscribe a magazine Yog Sandesh, which specially deals with physical 

exercises and health. The rest, subscribe an English magazine, India Today. 
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Thus, they use the magazines largely for and about awareness about their own 

community. It is also used as a means of health awareness. Lastly, the magazines are 

read for attaining awareness about outer environment. 

Books 

The number of locally published books also work as media of communication 

among the Barmans of Cachar district. The names of the published books are listed 

below: 

1. Ultam Chand Barman, 2005, Ranighat: The Last End of the Royal Voyage of 

the Dimasa Kings, Silchar: Uttam Chand Barman. 

2. Uttam Chand Barman, 1982, A Peep into the Past of the Dimasas, Silchar: 

UC.Barman. 

3. Uttam Chand Barman, 1989, Shahid VirSambhudhan Fonglo, Silchar: UC.Barman 

4. Uttam Chand Barman, 1994, Habiling : A Book of Poems in Dimasa, Silchar: 

UC.Barman. 

5. Gouri Sen, 2003, Life in Kachari Kingdom at Khaspur, Silchar. Partha Dutta. 

6. Tushar KantI Nath, 2003, Gangaridi: Aitijyher Anusandhan (in Search of Cultural 

Heritage), Silchar: Jhaklnga Prakashanl. 

7. Ashish Ranjan Nath (ed.), 2006, Probaho : A Research Magazine, Katlichara, 

Silchar: Suparna Nath. 

8. Amalendu Bhattachrjee (ed.), 2003, Hedombo Rajyer Dandabidhi abong Hedombo 

Rajyer Rindanhidhi (The Rule of Punishment and Taxation in the Kachari 

Kingdom), Silchar: Barak Upattaka Bongosahitya Sanskrit! Sammelon. 

9. Saroj Kumar Barman and Kasturi Barman, 1998, Reminiscence of the Past, 

Silchar: S.K. Barman. 

These are the books which deal with the history of the Dimasa-Kachari 

Kingdom, origin, tradition and custom of the Dimasa-Kachari (Dimasa) tribe, etc. Their 
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aim is to make the Barman and other tribal and non-tribal people aware about the 

origin and histor/ of the Barman tribe. Besides, these work as means of integration 

among the Barman people of the valley and strengthening their tribal identity. 

It is worth mentioning that, in addition to the Barman writers, some Bengali 

writers; viz., TusharKanti Nath,Tanmay Bhattacharjee,Ashish Ranjan Nath,Amalendu 

Bhattaoharjee, Sanjib Deblaskar, Gouri Sen and Upendra Chandra Guha have written 

articles on the Dimasa-Kachari tribe, which are very read by the Barman people. 

Besides, some books on the Dimasa tribe published in North Cachar Hills are 

sent to Silchartown and then distributed in the rural Barman areas. The names of the 

published books are listed in below: 

1. Zahid Ahmed Apader, 1996, Dimasa Annesha (In Search of Dimasa) Haflong, 

N.OHIJIs : Nikhll Bharat Bongo Sahlttya Sammelan. 

2. Tushar Kanti Nath, 2006, Dimasa Sanskritir Abhash (The Hints of Dimasa 

Culture), Haflong, N.C.Hills: BhasasanskritiAkademi, Assam. 

3. Nurupama Hagjer, 1986, Hagjer Sengphong (Hagjer Patrician), Haflong, 

N.C.Hills:N.Hagjer 

4. Nirupama Hagjer, 2005, Dimasa Grauren (Dimasa Dictionary), Haflong, 

NC.Hills : Birbhodra Hagjer 

5. Jatindralal Thousen, 1998, Dimasa Jatir Utsho Sandhane (In quest of Dimasa 

origin), Haflong, N.C.Hills: J. Thousen. 

These books communicate about the life of the Dimasa people of North Cachar 

Hills and the Barman people of Cachar district. Of the total urban Barman population, 

there are 131 readers of these books. 

Now the following table presents the Barman readers according to the books 

they read. 
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Table 9.23 : Distribution of the Urban Barman Readers according to the Books. 

Name of the Books 

(1) Ranighat: The Last End of the Royal 

Voyage of the Dimasa Kings by DC.Barman 

(2) Life in Kachari Kingdom at Khaspur by G. Sen 

(3) Din-iasa Annesha by J.A. Apader. 

(1) Rariigiiat: The Last End of the Royal 

Voyage of the Dimasa Kings by U.C.Barman 

(2) Gangaridi; AitijyherAnusandhan by TK.Nath 

(1) Shahid Vir Sambhudhan Fonglo by U.C.Barman 

(2)ProbahobyA.R.Nath(ed.) 

(3) Gangaridi; AitijyherAnusandhan byTK. Nath 

(1)ProbahobyA.R.Nath(ed.) 

(2) Life in Kachari Kingdom at Khaspur by G. Sen 

(3) Gangaridi: AitijyherAnusandhan by TK.Nath 

(4) Dimasa Annesha by J. A. Apader. 

(1) A Peep into the Past of the Dimasa by U.C. Barman 

(2) Habiling: A Book of Poems in Dimasa By U.C. Barmar 

(3) Reminiscence of the Past) by S.K. Barman 

(4) Probabo by A.R. Nath (ed.) by G. Sen 

(5) Ranighat The Last End of the Royal 

Voyage of the Dimasa Kings by U.C.Barman 

(1) Hedombo Rajyer Dandalsidhi abong Hedombo 

Rajyer Bindanbidhi by A. Bhattacharjee 

(2) Reminiscence of the Past by S.K. Barman. 

(3)ProbahobyA.R.Nath 

(4) Dimasa Grauren by N. Hagjer 

(5) Dimasa Jatir utsho Sandhane by J. Thousen 

(6) A Peep into the Past of The Dimasa by U.C.Barman 

Total (%) 

Readers 

Number of 
males (%) 

11(13.10) 

9(10.71) 

14(16.67) 

12(14.29) 

21 (25) 

17(20.24) 

84(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

5(10.64) 

7(14.89) 

3(6.38) 

7(14.89) 

12(25.53) 

13(27.66) 

47(100) 

Total (%) 

16(12.21) 

16(12.21) 

17(12.98) 

19(14.50) 

33(25.19 

30 (22.90) 

131(100) 

Source : Field Survey March 01 - February 30, 2006 
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The table shows that most of the readers (one fourth) read books; viz., 

(1) A Peep into the PastoftheDimasa by U.C.Barman 

(2) Habiting : A Book of Poems in Dimasa by U. C. Barman 

(3) Reminiscence ofthe Past by S.K.Barman 

(4) Probaho byA.R. Nath (ed.) 

(5) Ranighat: The Last End of the Royal Voyage of the Dimasa Kings 

by U.C.Barman. 

Gender wise, males are more interested in reading books than the females. 

Thus, books is one of the important medium of communication of the urban 

Barman community which is used to increase their own ethnic consciousness. 

Leaflets 

Leaflets published, time to time, is another print media of communication used 

in the Barman community both in rural and urban areas. Some ofthe leaflets are listed 

as follows: 

(1) Kachari Shabder Budpatty: Gotro, Goshti, Srishti Oh BhashatotterAloke by BiswajatI 

Barman, 3rd July, 2006, Silchar— The leaflet is about the origin of the word 'Kachari', 

etymological and literal meaning ofthe word, initiation of lineage and clan system and 

analysis of their language. 

(2) Fonglau shrenibhukto Goutam gotrojo Naimadao bonshodhargoner Dharabahik Nam 

by Mohan Singh Barman, 1833 Soko era (1911 A.D.) — It is a genealogical table ofthe 

Barmans belonging to Fonglau sengphong (patri clan). 

(3) Ek no. Puru ba Warisha shrenibhukto Durbasa gotrojo purbopurush digerdharbahik 

nam by Mohan Singh Barman, 1833 Soko era (1911 A.D.) — It is a list of the names of 

the ancestors belonging to Warisha sengphong. 
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(4) Haidambiyo benshoj Shakti gotrojo Longtasa shrenibhukta Kumpidao Mainu Patrer 

purbo 0 paraborti banshadhar goner dharabahik nam by M. S. Barman 1835 Soko era 

(1913 AD.) — It is a list of the names of the ancestors and their descendants belonging 

to the l.angtasa sengphong. 

(5) Naben shrenibhukto Arbbo gotro Banaramer porobarttigoner dharabahil nam by 

M.S. EJarman, 1838 Soko era (1916 A.D.) — It is a genealogical table of Naben 

sengphong. 

(6) Ek no. Johari shrenibhukto Lokdiger purbopurusher dharabahik Nam, by Sri M. S. 

Barman, 1835 Soka era (1931 A.D.) Bijoypur, Barkhola, Cachar— It is a genealogical 

table of Johari sengphong. 

(7) Thousensa shrenibhukto Bhargob gotrer Sohodevram Barmaner dharabhik nam, 

by Shram Gobinanondo Barman, 1833 Soko era (1911 A.D.), Ganganagar, Cachar— 

This the genealogical table of the descendants of Sohodevram Barman belong to 

Thousensa sengphong. 

(8) A Genealogical table of the descendents of Dima Ram Barman belonging to the 

class named Kharigab, by Sri Mohan Shing Barman, 1833 Soko era (1911 A.D.), 

Bijoypur, Borkhoia, Cachar. 

(9) Rajiyung shrenibhukto bengshabali, by Sri M.S. Barman, 1838 Soko era (1916 A.D.), 

Bijoypur, Borkhoia, Cachar— It is a genealogical table of the members of Rajiyung 

Sengphong 

(10) Thousen shrenibhukto Dakphar poroborttigoner sankhipto ek shakhar dharabahik 

nam, by M.S. Barman, 1835 Soko era (1913 A.D.), Bijoypur, Borkhoia, Cachar—It is a 

genealogical table of a section of the descendents of Dakphar class of Thousen 

sengphong. 
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(11) Jigdung shreni Haite Kumpraisha utpanna Ramananda Barmaner bela Kaylar 

bonshoodhar, by M.S.Barman, 1338 Soko era (1416 A.D.), Bijoypur, Barkhola, 

Cachar— It is a genealogical table of the descendents of Ramananda Barman belong 

to Kumpraisha clan, a section of Jigdung sengphong. 

(12) Dibraged shrenibhukto Lokdiger purbopurusher dharabalik nam, by M.S.Barman, 

1834 Soko era (1912 A.D.), Bijoypur, Barkhola, Cachar— It is a genealogical table of 

the ancestors of Dibraged sengphong. 

Therefore, except the first one "Kachari Shabder Budpatti: Gotro, Goshti, Srishti 

Oh Bhashatatter Aaloke", all leaflets are genealogical tables belonging to different 

Sengphongs (patri clans) which were published in the early period of 20th century and 

distributed among the Barman people to make the descendants of the clan aware of 

their origin. But after 1916 A.D. such leaflets were not published any more. So, the 

usage of those old leaflets become gradually less among the rural Barman population 

and the present urban Barmans are totally unaware about these. Except a few none of 

the urban Barmans possess those leaflets. 

Thus, the function of those leaflets is not found among the urban Barmans. 

In sum, the extent and quality of newspaper reading indicate that they are largely 

undergoing the process of urbanization. But at the same time significant number of 

people are habituated to read books and magazines which are specially written on the 

Dimasa Kachari tribe in order to keep themselves aware of their origin, history, 

customs and current activities. Thus, alongwith awareness of all the current affairs of 

local, regional, national and international environment these people are enhancing the 

collective consciousness also to strengthen community identity. 
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Electronic Media 

Electronic media such as telephone, radio, television and computers have an 

important role in the communication process of the Barman population in Cachar 

district. Generally in the rural situations the availability of these electronic media v\/ithin 

and without households does not indicate the accurate number of their users. The 

villagers who possess such kinds of electronic media generally share with other 

villagers. Therefore, the number of radio listeners, television viewers and telephone 

users i:5 higher than the number oftheir owners (Paul 2001 :191). 

But in the urban situation radio, TV., phones etc., become an indispensable part 

of life and most of the urban families possess these sets. Here, the number of owners of 

these articles may give the accurate figures of their users. The pattern of electronic 

mass media communication among the Barman population in Silchartown is discussed 

below. 

Radio 

The distribution of the urban Barman families into their status of possession of 

radio sets is given in the following table. 

Table 9.24: Distribution of the Barman Families into Status of possession of Radio 

sets in Silchar Town 

Status of Possession 

Possessing 

Not possessing 

Total (%) 

Number of Families (%) 

46 (41.44) 

65 (58.56) 

111(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 
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The table shows that two fifths of the total families are possessing radio sets 

and the rest are not. 

The data regarding the number of radio listeners among the Barman population 

in the town are presented in the following table. 

Table 9.25 : Distribution of the Urban Barman Population by Radio Listening. 

Status of Radio 
Listening 

Listening 

Not Listening 

Total (%) 

Number of 
Male (%) 

52 (20.63) 

200 (79.37) 

252(100) 

Number 
of Females (%) 

43(19.82) 

174(80.18) 

217(100) 

Total 
Population (%) 

95 (20.26) 

374 (79.74) 

469(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table shows that of the total population only one fifth listen radio programmes. 

This holds for both the gender categories. 

Alongwith the number of radio listeners, the type of programmes which the people 

listen is also an important aspect of mass media uses. The following table is presented 

on the type of radio programmes the Barmans listen. 

Table 9.26 : Distribution of the Radio Listener into Types of Radio Programmes They Listen 

Radio Programme 

News 

News + Sports Commentaries 

News + Music 

News + Sports Commentaries + Music 

NewsH- Sports Commentaries+ Educational Programme 

News + Childrens' Programme + Music 

Total (%) 

Listeners 

Number of 

Males(%) 

5 (9.62) 

21 (40.38) 

3(5.77) 

10(19.23) 

13(25) 

0 

52(100) % 

Number of 

Females(%) 

0 

0 

27(62.79)3 

0 

0 

16(37.21) 

43(100) 

Total (%) 

5 (5.26) 

21(22.11) 

0(31.58) 

10(1053) 

13(13.68) 

16(16.84) 

95(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 
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The table shows that all the radio listeners listen news. One third listeners listen 

news and music; over one fifth listen news, sports commentaries; one sixth listen news, 

childrens programme, music; one tenth listen news, spots commentaries music and 

rest few people listen news only. 

Of the male listeners two fifths listen news and sports commentaries and one 

fourth listen news, sports commentaries and educational programme also. 

Of the female listeners over three fifths listen news, music and the rest listen 

news, childrens' programme and music. 

Thus, the analysis exhibits that radio is listened by a section, is no doubt, 

significant one in the urban Barman community. But the coverage of programmes is 

quite wider specially among the male whereas the females prefer more entertainment 

and have restricted choice. 

Television 

Television acts as a major means of mass communication both in the rural and 

urban areas. People also use it is a means of entertainment in day to day life in order to 

become relaxed from hardships of life. The patterns of using TV. among the urban 

Barman people is given in the following tables. 

Table 9. 27 : Distribution of the Urban Barman Families into Status of Possession of 
TV sets at Home 

Status of Possession 
Possessing 

Not Possessing 

Total (%) 

Number of families (%) 

108(97.30) 

3 (2.70) 

111 (100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that almost all the families (97.30%) are possessing TV sets 

at home. Only an insignificant (2.70%) proportion of families is not possessing TV. 

sets. They view TV. programmes in the neighbours' houses occasionally only. 
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The TV. viewing status of the urban Barman population is presented in the 

following table. 

Table 9. 28 : Distribution of the Urban Barman Population by TV. Viewership 

TV Viewer ship 

Viewers 

Non-viewers 

Children below 2 years 

Total (%) 

Number of 
Males (%) 

231(91.67) 

0 

21(8.33) 

252(1000 

Number of 
Females (%) 

200(92.17) 

0 

17(7.83) 

217(100) 

Total 
population (%) 

431 (91.9) 

0 

38(8.10) 

469(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that besides children below 2 years (4.26%), all the Barman 

males and females are watching TV. programmes. This indicates a high degree of TV. 

viewership among the Barmans. 

But the nature and type of programmes people use to watch is not same in all 

cases. The high degree of possession of TV. leads to a further query regarding the 

nature of and the difference between the programmes viewed on TV by the Barman 

males and females in the town. The distribution of the TV viewers into the types of 

programmes is shown in the following table. 

Table 9.29 : Distribution of the Barman TV. Viewers into Types of Prcgramnnes Viewed on Television 

Types of 
TV. Programmes 

News + Sports 

News + Sports+ Educational Programmes 

News + Sports + Films + Serials 

News + Sports + Films + Music & Dance 

News + Serials +Music & Dance + Films 

Serials + Music & Dance+ Films 

Childrens' programme 

Total 1%) 

Viewers 
Number of 
Males (%) 

59 (24.48) 

25(10.37) 

0 

112(46.47) 

0 

0 

46(19.09) 

241(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

0 

0 

19(9.13) 

0 

136(65.38) 

21(10.10) 

33(15.87) 

208(100) 

Total 
Population (%) 

59(12.85) 

25(5.45) 

19(4.14) 

112(23.88) 

136(29.63) 

21 (4.58) 

79(17.21) 

459(100) 

Source ; Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 
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The table reveals that over one fourth of the viev\/ers watch nev\/s, serials, films, 

and music & dance programmes followed by one fourth people who watch news, films, 

music & dance programmes and sports also. 

Of the males, over four ninths watch news, sports, films and music & dance 

programmes; nearly one fifth watch childrens programme only and one fourth people 

watch news and sports. 

Of the females, two three watch news, serials, films and music & dance 

programmes; one sixth watch childrens programme only and one tenth watch serials, 

films, music & dance programmes. 

The analysis indicates that almost all the people watch news. Besides, females 

are more interested on entertainment programmes such as serials, films, music and 

dance than the males whereas the males have interest more in sports. Though most of 

the males are watch films, yet, they never watch serials. 

Thus, the majority of the people watch various TV. programmes both for 

information and entertainment. 

Telephone 

Telephone is also an essential means of personal communication in the urban 

centres. Expanding use of telephone is replacing the habit of writing letters among the 

urban people. Now-a-days it becomes a part and parcel of modern life instead of luxury. 

The telephones used among the Barman in Silchar town are of two types; viz., 

basic phone and mobile phone. Basic phone is commonly used all the family members, 

but mobile phone is used individually. The data regarding the number of the families 

having the basic phones are presented in the following table. 
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Table 9. 30 : Distribution of the Urban Barman Families by Basic Phones at Home. 

Status of Possession 

Possessing 

Possessing 

Total (%) 

Number of Families (%) 

62 (55.86) 

49(44.14) 

111 (100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that nearly three fifths of the families are possessing basic 

phones in their houses. 

The number of mobile phone users among the urban Barman population is given 

in the follow/ing table 

Table 9.31 : Distribution of the Urban Barman Population into Mobile Phone User 

Status of use 

Having 

Not having 

Total 

Number of 
Males (%) 

123(48.81) 

129(51.19) 

252(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

45 (20.74) 

172(79.26) 

217(100) 

Total 
Population (%) 

168(35.82) 

301 (64.18) 

469(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table shows that of the total Barman population in the town (469) over one 

third are possessing mobile phones. By gender, half the males and one fifth of the 

females are possessing the mobile phones. 

Thus, the females are lagging far behind in the matter of using mobile phones. 

This difference is because the males are economically much independent than the 

females and so, they can afford mobile phones easily. Moreover the males have to go 

outside for their jobs and other various purposes whereas the females are mostly 

engaged in household works only. Besides, the majority of the family possess basic 

phones at home and so, the males can easily communicate with the females at home. 
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As a whole, the status of possession of phone among the urban Barmans 

reveals that the role of telephone as a medium of communication is very much 

significant within the Barman community in the town. 

Computer and Communication 

In addition to radio, television and telephone, computer is now-a-days a 

medium of communication of the new generation of urban areas. But the use of 

computer needs some knowledge in computer handling. 

The use of computer as a medium of communication is now-a-days existing 

among the Barman people in Silchartown. Mainly the young generation know the use of 

computer for different purposes. The number of urban Barmans who have computer 

knowledge and the place where they attained that knowledge is listed in the following 

table. 

Table 9. 32 : Distribution of the Urban Barmans into Having/ not Having Computer Knowledge 

Computer 
Knowledge 

Having . 

Not Having 

Total (%) 

Number of 
Males(%) 

116(46.31) 

136(53.96) 

252(100) 

Number of 
Females(%) 

71 (3*2.72) 

146(67.28) 

217(100) 

Total (%) 

187(39.87) 

282(60.13) 

469(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table shows that of the total population two fifths know to use computers and 

the rest three fifths don't know. Over half of the males don't know to use computer and 

the rest less then half of the males know computer handling. Of the females, two thirds 

don't know computer knowledge whereas the rest one third have such knowledge. 

Thus, gender wise the status of having computer knowledge of the male is higher 

than the female. 
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Now the question arise from where these people attained computer education?. 

To attempt that, the following table is presented on the source of attaining computer 

knowledge of the urban Barmans. 

Table 9. 33 : Distribution of the Urban Barmans according to the Source of Attaining 
Computer Knowledge 

Source of attaining 
Knowledge 

Schools 

Private Computer Institute 

Training in Office 

Total (%) 

Number of 
Males (%) 

55(47.41) 

20(17.24) 

41 (35.34) 

116(100) 

Number of 
Females (%) 

41 (57.75) 

20(28.17) 

10(14.08) 

71 (100) 

Total 
Population (%) 

96(51.34) 

40(21.39) 

51 (27.27) 

187(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that half of the people attained computer knowledge in schools; 

over one fourth attained knowledge in offices and the rest one fifth attained knowledge 

in private computer institutes. 

Gender wise, most of the males (nearly half) and females (three fifths) attained 

the knowledge in schools. Besides, the work office is another important source of 

attaining knowledge of computers for males whereas private computer training 

institutes are for females because the number of females working in Government or 

private sector is lesser than the males and so, the middle aged non-working females 

cannot avail that opportunity. But the young females avail computer knowledge by 

joining various private computer training institutes. 

Further, another question may arises 'how many people possess computer sets 

at home?. The follov\/ing table reveals the number of Barman families possessing 

computers at home. 
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Table 9.34 : Distribution of tlie Urban Barman Families by the Status of Possession of 

Computer S>ets at Home 

Status of Possession 

Possessing 

Not Possessing 

Total (%) 

Number of Families {%) 

18(16.22) 

93 (83.78) 

111(100) 

home. 

Source : Field survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that only one sixth families are possessing computer sets at 

But the preceding table revealed a significant proportion of the computer users. Therefore further analysis is made to know the places v\/here they use computers. 

Table 9. 35 : Distribution of the Computer Users Into the Places of Use 

Place of using 

Homo 

School 

Cyber Cafe 

Offic(; 

Total (%) 

Number of the Users 

Males (%) 

24 (20.69) 

43 (37.07) 

17(14.66) 

32 (27.59) 

116(100) 

Females (%) 

15(21.13) 

41 (57.75) 

10(1*4.08) 

5 (7.04) 

71 (100) 

Total (%) 

39(20.86) 

84 (44.92) 

27 (14.44) 

37(19.79) 

187(100) 

Source : Field survey, March 01 - November 30, 2006 

The table reveals that of the 187 computer users over two fifths use it at schools; 

over one fifth, each use it at home and office and the rest use it in cyber cafes. 

Gender wise, nearly two fifths of the males and nearly three fifths of the females 

use computers at schools. Besides, one fourth of the males use it in offices whereas 

the proportion of females is insignificant. But the use at home are equal in gender 

respect. 
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The analysis further stimulates one to find out the purpose of using computer 

among these people. Therefore, the following table is presented on purpose of using 

computer. 

Table 9.36: Distribution of Computer Users by Purpose of Uses. 

Purpose of use 

Education and Game 

Chatting 

Official 

Total (%) 

Number of the Users 

Males (%) 

67 (57.76) 

17(14.66) 

32(27.59) 

116(100) 

Females (%) 

56 (78.87) 

10(14.08) 

5(7.04) 

71 (100) 

Total (%) 

123(65.78) 

27(14.44) 

37(19.79) 

187(100) 

Source : Field Survey, March 01 - November 30,2006 

The table reveals that two thirds computer users use it for education and games; 

one fifth for official purpose and the rest for chatting only. Most of the males and females 

use it for education and games. Besides, a significant proportion of males use it for 

officials purpose also whereas the proportion of the females is insignificant. But for 

chatting, the males and the females are equal in proportion. 

Thus, from the status of computer possession, number of its users and purpose 

of its uses it appears that this electronic gadget has considerable impact on the urban 

Barman population which signifies their urbanization. 

In sum, despite the living in a urban area, the Barmans in Silchartown have their 

traditional system of personal communication till date. In addition to that, they use both 

print media and electronic media. The print medias such as newspapers, magazines, 

books and leaflets are largely used for self awareness and communication with all the 

fellow members of Barman community irrespective of rural and urban areas in the 

district. But the people are withdrawing from writing letters. Among the electronic 



311 

media radio and television are used mainly for knowledge and entertainment whereas 

telephone is largely used for personal communication. TV and phones are more 

popular than radio. Computer has also made a place among the people for knowledge 

and entertainment. The women are seen to be trailing behind the men with respect to 

the news items read in newspapers, types of radio programmes listened and types of 

TV programmes watched. The females prefer entertair^ment programmes whereas the 

males prefer the programmes related to sports and news. The females also lagging 

behind the males in the use of mobile phones and computers. 

Thus, the urban Barmans are adopting modern technological means of 

communication in their day-to-day life. But in respect of community matters their 

traditional institutions are still effective. However, traditional institutions are also being 

equipped with modem means of organization and communication. The new mass media 

have become integral part of their life and are enhancing their consciousness of the 

local, regional and national environment. 
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