Chapter 9
CHANGES IN EDUCATION, HEALTH AND COMMUNICATION

Education, health and communication are the important indicators of socio-
cultural development. An analysis in these three indicators will show the level of
development of that particular community. Education is a process by which society
transmit its cultural traits and socialize its members for different roles. Education also
is the process of developing the capacities and potentialities of the individual so as to
prepare the individual to be a successful member in the society. It reveals in terms of
literacy ratio, educational levels, education in different age-group ect. Health is the
level of functional or metabolic efficiency of a living being. It is the general condition
of a persons mind, body and spirit, usually meaning to be free from illness, injuty or
pain. Communication is the activity of conveying information. It is the art of
transmiting information, ideas and attidudes from one person to another. There are
two types of communication, personal communication and mass media
communication. Education,health and communication are interrelated to one another.
Higher the level of education, better is the health as well as the communication skills.
The same is true vis-a vis health and communication. An analysis of education, health
and communicational conditions in Koutruk and Leimaram is therefore attempted
here.

Education

Education is an important factor of socialization and development of human
beings. Emile Durkheim defined education, “the action exercised by the older
generations upon those who are not yet ready for social life. Its object is to awaken
and develop in the child those physical, intellectual and moral states which are
required of him both by his society as a whole and by the milieu for which he is
specially destined” (Bottomore1986:262). In the primitive societies, educational
process was carried by adult members in a family and in the ancient India, it was
provided by the Brahmins with a formal instruction. However, in the modem times a
number of educational institutions like schools, colleges and universities have been
set up to take the responsibility of imparting education to the younger generations.
Education is not only confined to simply literacy, but aims to make it functional. One

is enabled not only to read or write the papers, reports etc. for their use in an everyday
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life but to earn one’s living. It is the source of human resource development and
enhances human capability for meeting requirements. It becomes an indicator of
living standard or quality of life in a community. Therefore, an analysis of literacy,
educational levels, and schooling patterns of the Lois of Koutruk and Leimaram is
attempted here.
Educational Level

The level of education is considered as one of the main indicators of socio-
economic status of a person and development and change of a community. In the two
villages, the people are classified into two population groups for educational purpose;
viz., non-schooling children (upto 6 years) and the rest. There are 244 (9.67%) the
non-schooling children and 2278 (90.33%) persons above 6 years in the two villages.
In Koutruk, 36 (8.39%) are the non-schooling children upto 6 years and 393 (91.61%)
persons are above 6 years. In Leimaram, 208 (9.94%) are the non-schooling children
upto 6 years and 1885 (90.06%) are above 6 years. From the population above 6
years, the educational status can be assessed. At the begining, literacy status of their
population segment is analysed. The following table therefore shows the literacy
status of the villagers: |

Table 9.1
Literacy Status of the Villagers in Koutruk and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parenthesis)

Literacy Status Koutruk Leimaram Total
(%) (%) (%)
Literate 340 (86.51) 1673 (89.28) 2013 (88.81)
Illiterate 53 (13.49) 202 (10.72) 255 (11.91)
Total 393 1875 2268
(%) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010
The data show that most (88.81%) of the villagers in the two villages are
literate and over one tenth (11.91%) are illiterate. 86.51% of the villagers from
Koutruk, and 89.28% from Leimaram are literate.
Thus, there is found a high rate of literacy in the villages which has a
corresponding relationship with the changes in their kinship, economy, polity and
culture. However, this literacy differentiated into several levels of literacy skills and

therefore, it varies among individuals of the villages and between the two villages.
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The literates in the two villages constitute eight categories; viz, (i) literate, (i1)
lower primary, (iii) upper primary, (iv) high school, (v) higher secondary, (vi)
graduation, (vii) post-graduation, (viii) professional and technical education. The
distribution of the villagers above 6 years of age is being given in the following table:
Table 9.2

Distributions of Villagers into Literacy Levels in Koutruk and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Literacy Koutruk Total Leimaram Total | Grand
Level (%) (%) (%) (%) Total
6-14 15-35 36-60 60+ 6-14 15-35 | 36-60 60+ (%)
Literate _ 17 49 5 71 _ 19 165 46 230 301
(9.24) | (57.65) | (62.5) | (20.88) (2.46) | (37.84) | (69.70) | (13.67) | (14.88)
Lower 35 10 3 _ 48 194 1 1 _ 196 24
Primary (55.56) | (5.43) | (3.53) (14.12) | 47.55) | (0.13) | (0.23) (11.65) | (12.06)
Upper 25 43 9 1 78 212 91 24 2 329 407
Primary (39.68) | (23.37) { (10.59) | (12.5) | (22.94) | (51.96) | (11.77) | (5.50) | (3.03) | (19.55) [ (20.12)
High School . 3 53 18 2 76 2 369 106 15 492 568
(4.76) | (28.80) | (21.18) | (25.0) | (22.35) | (0.49) | (47.74) | (24.31) | (22.73) | (29.06) | (28.08)
Higher . . 33 2 _ 35 _ 179 61 3 243 278
Secondary 17.93) | (2.35) (10.29) (23.16) | (13.99) | (4.54) | (14.44) | (13.79)
Graduation _ . 23 2 _ 25 _ 90 75 _ 165 190
(12.5) | (2.35) (7.35) (11.64) | (17.20) (9.80) [ (9.39)
Post- _ 2 _ _ 2 _ 6 1 _ 7 9
Graduation - (1.09) (0.59) (0.78) (0.23) 0.42) (0.44)
Professional o 3 . _ 3 _ 13 1 _ 14 17
(Law, (1.63) (0.88) (1.68) | (0.23) (0.83) | (0.84)
M.B.A,
Nurse and
Pharmacist)
Technical _ _ 2 _ 2 _ 5 2 _ 7 9
Education (2.35) (0.59) 0.65) | (0.46) 0.42) | (0.44)
(ITL, B.
Tech)
Total 63 184 85 8 340 408 773 436 66 1683 2023
(%) (100) (100) (100) | (100) | (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The data show that the literacy levels of the people in the two villages are
ranging from literate to professional and technical educational level. Of the villagers,
over one fourth (28.08%) are educated upto high school level, one fifth upto upper
primary, 14% are only literate, 13.74% upto higher secondary school, 12.06% upto
lower primary school, near about one tenth (9.39%) are graduates, 0.84% are
professional in Law, M.B.A, nurse and pharmacist and 0.44% each are 1.T.I degree
holder and bachelor in technology.

In Koutruk, over one fifth of each are educated upto upper primary and high
school, one fifth are literate, 14.12% upto lower primary, one tenth upto higher
secondary and rest are graduates, post graduate, professional in M.B.A, nurse,
pharmacist and complete diploma degree in I.T.I. In Leimaram, over one fourth
(29.06%) are educated upto high school, nearly one tenth (19.55%) upto upper
primary school, 14.55% are upto higher secondary level, over one fifth (13.67%) are
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literate, 11.65% upto lower nrimary and the rest are graduates, post graduates,
professional in M.B.A, L.L.B, B. Tech, nurse, pharmacist and complete diploma
degree in L.T.L.

Thus, the literacy levels posit a big change in the villages where general,
professional, technical and higher education is visible. However, most of the villagers
have education upto High School. But this phenomenon has enough potential to
trigger change in various aspects of their life.

But, how this literacy has been achieved through generations in the villages is
the moot question here. To probe into this the literacy patterns of the four age groups
are looked into.

Dividing the population into four age groups; viz., old age group (60+),
middle age group (36-60), youth (15-35) and young age group (6-14) one finds that
over three fifths (62.5%) of the people in the old age group are illiterate, one fourth
upto high school and over one tenth (12.5%) are literate upto upper primary school. In
the middle age group, near about three fifths (57.65%) are literate, over one fifth
(21.18%) educated upto high school and the rest are distributed over the levels
ranging from lower primary to technical education, largely concentrated at upper
primary school. Further, in the youth age group, over one fourth (28.80%) are
educated up to High School, near about one fourth (23.37%) upto upper primary
school, 17.93% upto higher secondary school, and the rest are graduates, literates,
educated up to lower primary school, post graduates and professionals. Similarly, in
the young age group who are still undergoing education over half (55.56%) of the
villagers are educated up to lower primary school, near about two fifths (39.68%) are
educated up to upper primary level and a few (4.76%) are high school students.

In Leimaram, over two thirds (69.70%) of the villagers in the old age group
are literate and the rest have education ranging from lower primary school to higher
secondary school, largely concentrated at high school level. In the middle age group,
over one third (37.84%) are literate, near about one fourth (24.31%) are educated upto
high school, near about one fifth (17.20%) are graduates and the rest are distributed
over the levels ranging from lower primary to technical professions. Further, in the
youth age group, near about half (47.86%) are educated up to High School, followed
by 17.25% of the villagers educated up to Higher Secondary in science. Near about
one fifth (23.16%) are educated upto higher secondary school, 11.77% are upto upper

primary school, 11.64% are graduates, and the rest are literates, educated upto lower
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primary schools, post-graduates, professional and technical professions. Similarly, in
the young age group, half of them are educated upto upper primary schools, over two
fifths (47.55%) upto lower primary schools and a small fraction (0.49%) upto high
school.

Compared to Koutruk, Leimaram has more (89.28%) literacy rate and high
level of education because its villagers have more contact with the urban people.

Alongwith the spreed and levels of literacy, types of schools matters to
determine quality of education and seriousness of the parents towards education of
theirwards. Hence, a discussion of the types of school is taken up.

Type of School

There are two types of schools in which villagers are sending their children for
education. These schools are government schools and private schools. The following
table shows the types of schools and number of families sending their children to the

schools:
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Table 9.3
Types of the Schools Attended by the Children of Koutruk and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Koutruk Total Leimaram Total Grand Total Total
Children’s (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
School Son | Daughter | Son and Son | Daughter | Son and Son | Daughter | Son and
Daughter Daughter Daughter
Government 30 30 41 41 71 71
School (75.0) | (50.0) (18.47) | (11.36) _(27.1) 1 (16.83) |
Private 10 7 8 25 68 72 134 274 78 79 142 299
School (90.91) | (77.78) (20.0) | (41.67) | (100) | (100) (60.36) | (75.69) | (98.73) | (97.53) | (54.2) |(70.85
Government 1 2 2 5 47 47 1 2 49 52
aswellas | (9.09) | (22.22) (5.0 (8.33) (21.17) 1 (1298) | (1.27) | (2.47) (18.70) | (12.32)
Private A
School ]
Total 11 9 40 60 68 72 222 362 79 81 262 422
(%) (100) (100) (100) (100) | (100) | (100) (100) | (100) | (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010
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The data reveal that most (70.85%) of the families in the two villages are
sending their children to private schools, 16.82% to government schools and over one
tenth (12.32%) to the government as well as private schools.

In Koutruk, half of the families send both male and female children to the
government schools, over two fifths (41.67%) to the private schools and a very few
(8.33%) to the government as well as private schools. In Leimaram, three fourths of
the families send their children to the private schools only and a slightly more than
one fifth of the families, each, have send their children to the government schools, and

the government as well as private schools.

Thus, villagers ate found to be very much concerned about education of their
children as education is instrumental in getting jobs, improving social status and
socio-economic development of their community. Therefore, most of them send their
children to the private schools because they feel that private schools impact better
education than the government schools. They are trying to give better education to
their children so that their children will be able to compete with other children and get
better jobs in future. The two villages have two government primary schools, one
each, and a private school in Leimaram run by a non-Manipuri from Orissa.
Therefore, the children have to join a school in either a neighbouring village or the
Imphal town for their further studies. On the whole, over four fifths of the families
have children in private schools and over one fourth have in the government schools.
Considering importance of education the villagers not only prefer private schools but
also send their children out side the villages for further or better studies. The
following discussion throws light on the villagers explorations of outside educational

institutions.

Educational Institutions outside the Village

The villagers are sending their children to three categories of place such as
within Manipur, within the North-east and outside the North-east. The following table
shows the place where the children of these two villages are going to for further

studies:
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Table 9.4

Distribution of the Families which have Sent Their Children for Studies outside
Koutruk and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Location of Koutruk Leimaram Total
Educational (%) (%) (%)
Institution
Within Manipur 55(93.22) 302 (94.37) 357 (94.20)
Within North east 3 (0.94) 3(0.79)
Outside North east 4 (6.78) 15 (4.69) 19 (5.01)
Total 59 320 379
(%) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villagers during January — March 2010

The table brings out that most (94.20%) of the villagers are sending their
children to the schools and colleges located outside the village but within Manipur
and a small fraction of these families send their children in and outside the
northeastern region. As the two villages have two Government primary schools, one
each, and a private school in Leimaram, upto class II, the parents have to send their

children outside the village. This shows the parents’concern for children’s education.

Most (93.22%) of the families from Kourtuk sent their children outside the
village but within Manipur and a few (6.78%) send outside the northeast for further
studies. In Leimaram, most (94.37%) of the families send their children to schools and
colleges located outside the village but within Manipur, 4.69% send outside the
northeast and a few (0.94%) within the northeast. Now, the question is: Where are the

children sent for education outside their village but within Manipur state.

The villagers are sending their children to twelve different places in Manipur
for their studies such as (i) Imphal, (ii) Phayeng, (iii) Kangchup, (iv) Mayang
Langjing, (v) Phumlou, (vi) Lamshang, (vii) Khumbong, (viii) Bishnupur, (ix)
Nambol, (x) Oinam and (xi) Churachandpur. The following table shows the names of

the places in Manipur where the villagers have sent their children for education:
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Table 9.5
Distribution of the Families in Koutruk and Leimaram which have Children Studying
in Other Places of Manipur
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Koutruk Leimaram
Place of Educational (%) (%) Total
Institution No. of families Distance No. of families Distance (%)
(%) (%)
Imphal 11 (20) 17 82 (27.15) 21 93 (26.05)
Phayeng 3(5.45) 5 _ 3(0.84)
Kangchup 15(27.27) 18 1(0.33) 39 16 (4.48)
Mayang Langjing 14 (25.45) 3 _ 14 (3.92)
Phumlou 9(16.36) 2 _ 9(2.52)
Lamshang . 1(1.82) 11 _ 1 (0.28)
Khumbong 2(3.64) 21 _ 2 (0.56)
Bishnupur _ 11 (3.64) 34 11 (3.08)
Nambol _ 114 (37.75) 3 114 (31.93)
Oinam _ 92 (30.46) 3 92 (25.77)
Churachandpur _ 2 (0.66) 55 62 (17.37)
Total 55 302 357
(%) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The table shows that of the families who send their children 6utside the village
for studies, near about one third (31.93%) have sent their children to Nambol, over
one fourth (26.05% and 25.77%) each, to Imphal and Oinam, 17.37% to
Churachandpur and the rest to Phayeng, Kangchup, Mayang Langjing, Phumlou,
Lamshang, Khumbong and Bishnupur.

In Koutruk, over one fourth (27.27%) of the families have sent their children
to Kangchup, one fourth to Mayang Langjing, one fifth to Imphal, 16.36% to
Phumlou, 5.45% to Phayeng, 3.64% to Khumbong and 1.82% to Lamshang. In
Leimaram, over one third (37.37%) of the families have sent their children to Nambol,
30.46% to Oinam, over one fourth (27.15%) to Imphal, 3.64% to Bishnupur, 0.66% to
Churachandpur and 0.33% to Kangchup.

Thus, majority of the families in the two villages have sent their children
either to Imphal or to nearby places for further studies. Although the figures of
admission of the children to private and government schools and sending the children
to faraway places for further studies adequately substantiate the awareness of
education among the villagers, yet, something is still missing. As the phenomenon of
drop-out affects the extent and rate of education in schools, it is to be taken into

account.
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Class wise Dropout Pattern

Dropping out patterns reveal that the children of the two villages are dropping
out of education at five different levels; namely, (i) at the lower primary school, (ii) at
the upper primary school, (iii) at high school, (iv) at higher secondary and (v) at the
under graduation. The following table shows the dropout pattemn of students in

Koutruk and Leimaram;

Table 9.6
Dropout Patterns of the Students from Koutruk and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Levels of Koutruk Total Leimaram Total Grand Total
Droping (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
out Male | Female Male | Female Male | Female | Total
Lower 3 4 7 ___ _ _ 3 4 7
Primary (5.56) (20) (9.46) (1.32) | @417 | 217)
School
Upper 10 3 13 5 5 10 15 8 23

Primary | (18.52) (15) (17.57) | (2.91) (6.58) (4.03) (6.64) | (8.33) | (7.14)
School

High 24 9 33 108 35 143 132 44 176
school | (44.44) | (@5) | (44.59) | (62.79) | (46.05) | (57.66) | (58.41) | (45.83) | (54.66)
Higher 11 1 12 41 23 64 52 24 76

Secondary | (20.37) (5) (16.22) | (23.84) | (30.26) | (25.81) | (23.01) (25) (23.60)
School

Under 6 3 9 18 13 31 24 16 40

Graduate | (11.11) (15) (12.16) | (10.46) | (17.11) | (12.50) | (10.62) | (16.67) | (12.42)
Level

Total 54 20 74 172 76 248 226 96 322
(%) (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | 100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January - March 2010

The table shows that out of the dropout children in the two villages, over a half
(54.66%) of the studentd are drop out at high school, near about one fourth (23.60%)
at higher secondary school, over one tenth (12.42%) at under graduate level and a few
(7.14% and 2.17%) at upper and lower primary schools.

In Koutruk, over two fifths (44.59%) of children are the drop out at high
school, 17.57% at upper primary school, 16.22% at higher secondary school, over one
tenth at under graduate level and a few (9.46%) at lower primary school. In
Leimaram, over a half (57.66%) of children are the drop out at high school, one fourth
at higher secondary school and over one tenth (12.50%) at under graduate level. There
are also a few (4.03%) children who dropped out in upper primary school.

As compared by gender of the dropout, there is more number of male children
dropping out of their classes at different levels of education. For example, the male

drop out in Koutruk is 72.97% while the female dropout is 27.03%. Similarly, in
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Leimaram, number of drop out male children is 69.35% when it is 30.65% for
females. Here, it becomes important to know why these children drop out their classes
at these different levels and also why more male children dropout of schools. The
following table shows the causes of drop out of children at the different levels of
education in Koutruk and Leimaram:

Table 9.7
Causes of Children’s Dropping out of School from Koutruk and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Koutruk Leimaram Grand Total
Cause of (%) (%) (%)

Dropping | Male | Female | Total Male | Female | Total Male | Female | Total
out of

School
Poverty 9 5 14 12 12 24 21 17 38
(16.67) | (25.0) | (18.92) | (6.98) | (15.79) | (9.68) | (9.29) [ (17.71) { (11.80)
Ignorance 5 3 8 3 3 6 8 6 14
of the (9.26) (15.0) | (10.81) | (1.74) | (3.95) | (2.42) | (3.54) | (6.25) | (4.35)
parents
Failure in 24 9 33 123 50 173 147 59 206
the exam | (44.44) | (45.0) | (44.59) | (71.51) | (65.79) | (69.76) | (65.04) | (61.46) | (63.98)
Getting 13 . 13 26 1 27 39 1 40
job (24.07) (17.57) | (15.12) | (1.32) | (10.89) | (17.26) | (1.04) | (12.42)
Not 3 3 6 8 10 18 11 13 24

interested | (5.56) (15.0) 8.11) 4.65) | (13.16) | (7.26) (4.87) | (13.54) | (7.45)
in further
studies

Total 54 20 74 172 76 248 226 96 322
(%) (100) | @00y | ooy | (100) | ooy | @ooy | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the villages during January — March 2010

The data reveal that total 322 males and females dropped out from schools in
the two villages. Most of them are the dropout due to their failure in the examination,
over one tenth (12.42%) are the dropout due to getting jobs, a slightly less than one

tenth (11.80%) are the dropout due to poverty, 7.45% are due to weakness in
studies and disinterest in further studies and 4.35% are due to ignorance of the
parents.

In Koutruk, over two fifths (44.59%) are the dropout due to failure in the
exam, near about one fifth each due to poverty and employment in jobs, one tenth due
to ignorance of the parents and near about one tenth (8.11%) due to disinterest in
further studies. In Leimaram, over two thirds (69.76%) are the dropout due to failure
in the exam, over one tenth (13.16%) due to weak and disinterest in studies, one tenth
due to getting jobs, near about one tenth (9.68%) due to poverty, and a few (2.42%)

due to ignorance of the parents.
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Thus, most of the children dropped out due to underperformance and failure in
examination. Poverty and ignorance of parents did not largely affect the educational
drop-out of the children. More males are dropout than the females because of failure
in examination and employment in jobs.

Education needs constrant innovation to fulfill the changing needs of the
society. As such, computer education is now a necessity. How villagers are aware
about computer education of their children is discussed here.

Computer Knowledge
In the two villages, some of the families use computer also as a tool of

education. The following table shows the status of computer knowledge among the

villagers:
Table 9.8
Distribution of the Families by the Status of Computer Knowledge in Koutruk and
Leimaram

(Percentage in Parentheses)

Having Computer Koutruk Leimaram Total
Knowledge (%) (%) (%)
Yes 6 (6.82) 70 (16.99) 76 (15.2)
No 82 (93.18) 342 (83.01) 424 (84.8)
Total 88 412 500
(%) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The table shows that in very few (15.2%) families of the two villages are

having the knowledge of computer. In Koutruk, only 6.82% of people are having the

knowledge of computer whereas in Leimaram 16.99% are having the knowledge.

Thus, computer knowledge also goes along the level of general education in

the two villages, yet, it is coming up in a significant way. It depends on the

availability of computer knowledge in their place. Here, it is attempted to know about

the place of computer learning.

Place of Computer Learning

By the place of computer learning, the members of families are classified into

four categories; viz, (i) school, (ii) cybercafé, (iii) office and (iv) home. The following

table distributes the families of computer knowledge into the places of their learning

in the two villages:
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Table 9.9
Distribution of the Familics by the Place of Computer Learning in Koutruk and
Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Place of Learning Koutruk Leimaram Total
Computer (%) (%) (%)
School 29 (41.43) 29 (38.16)
Cybercafé 2 (33.33) 32 (45.72) 34 (44.74)
Office 4 (66.67) 5(7.14) 9(11.84)
Home 4 (5.71) 4 (5.26)
Total 6 70 76
(%) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The data found that of the families who have computer knowledge in the
villages, over two fifths (44.74%) learned it from cybercafe, near about two fifths
(38.16%) from schools offering computer as part of their syllabus, over one tenth
(11.84%) from offices where they work as clerks and a very few (5.26%) at home
where they have their own computer. Thus, the villagers have availed of the
opportunities for computer knowledge in their vicinity

In Koutruk, two thirds (66.67%) of the villagers have learned from offices
where they work and one third (33.33%) from cybercafe at Imphal. In Leimaram, over
two fifths (45.72%) of the villagers have learned the computer from cybercafe at
Nambol and Bishnupur town, two fifths (41.43%) from schools, 7.14% from offices
and 5.71% at home.

Thus, impact of modern electronic devices specially computer has reached
among the people in the two villages, although the rate is quite low as compared to
the urban population. Moreover, a few (0.97%) families in Leimaram are having their

own computers which they use for the purpose of education and business.

Health and Change

From their appearance, the villagers in Koutruk and Leimaram seem to be
healthy. Most of them are working hard on their agricultural fields and are less
affected by diseases. During a period of the last one year only 128 families (25.6%)
had a member or more to visit a hospital. The following table shows the number of

families which visited hospital in the past one year:
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Table 9.10
Distribution of the Families by the Frequency of Their Visits to Hospitals in Koutruk
and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Frequency of Visits during the Koutruk Leimaram Total
Last One Year (January-March (%) (%) (%)
2009 to January-March 2010)
1 2 (9.09) 13 (12.26) 15 (11.72)
2-3 20 (90.91) 79 (74.53) 99 (77.34)
4-5 14 (13.21) 14 (10.94)
Total 22 106 128
(%) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2009 to
January — March 2010
The data reveal that the people in the two villages have visited hospital one to

five times in a year. Of the families who have visited hospital for the treatment in the
last one year, over three fourths (77.34%) have visited 2-3 times, over one tenth
(11.72%) only one time and one tenth (10.94%) 4-5 times. Thus, they have not visited
hospital more than five times in a year and the time per visit is about two and half
months. That means they face a few health problems.

In Koutruk, most (90.91%) of the families have visited hospital for 2-3 times
and near about one tenth (9.09%) have visited only one time in the past one year. In
Leimaram, near about three fourths (74.53%) of the families have visited hospital 2-3
times, over one tenth, each, (13.21% and 12.26%) visited 4-5 times and only one time.

Thus, most of the villagers are physically fit. Three fourths of the families did
not have any member visiting a hospital during the last one year. Even the families
visiting a hospital had quite a frequency of visits. This can be explicable by knowing
the types of their diseases.

Types of Diseases

The villagers have visited hospital for the treatment of nine different diseases
such as gynaecological disease, diabetes, ulcer, appendix, cold fever, psychiatric,
cardiac problems, stone case and osteopathic. The following table shows the number

of families, visiting hospitals for the treatment of these types of disease:
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Table 9.11
Distribution of the Families into the Types of Disease in Koutruk and Leimaram

Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Disease Koutruk Leimaram Grand Total
(%) (%) (%)
Male Female Total Male female Total Male Female Total
Gynaecology . 9(52.94) | 9(39.13) L 42 (58.33) | 42(37.95) L 51 (57.30) 51(37.78)
Diabetes L L L 3(7.5) . 3 (2.68) 3(6.52) L 3(2.22)
Ulcer 3 (50) . 3(13.04) | 17(42.5) | 7(9.72) 24 (19.67) 20 (43.48) 7 (7.87) 27 (20)
Appendix 2(11.76) | 2 (8.70) 2 (5) 2(2.78) 4 (3.57) 2 (4.35) 4 (4.49) 6 (4.44)
Cold fever 2(33.33) | 6(3529) | 8(34.78) | 5(12.5) | 8(11.11) 13 (11.61) 7 (15.22) 14 (15.73) 21 (15.56)
Psychiatric L . L 3(7.5) 1(1.39) 4 (3.57) 3(6.52) 1(1.12) 4 (2.96)
Cardiac L L L 2:(5) 4 (5.56) 6 (5.36) 2 (4.35) 4 (4.49) 6 (4.44)
Stone case o L L 4(10) 6 (8.33) 10 (8.93) 4 (8.7) 6 (6.74) 10 (7.41)
Osteopathic 1(16.17) L 1(4.35) 4(10) 2 (2.78) 6 (5.36) 5(10.87) 2 (2.25) 7(5.19)
Total 6 17 23 40 72 112 46 89 135
(%) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010
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The table shows that of the families, over one third (37.78%) had the females
who visited hospitals for treatment of gynaecological problems, one fifth for ulcer,
over one tenth (15.56%) for cold fever, 7.41% for stone case, 5.19% for osteopathic
case, 4.44%, each, for appendix and cardiac problem, 2.96% for psychiatric problem

and a few (2.22%) males for the treatment of diabetes.

In Koutruk, near about two fifths (39.13%) of families have females who
visited hospital for the treatment of gynaecological problems, over one third (34.78%)
for cold fever, over one tenth (13.04%) have males who visited for treatment of ulcer,
near about one tenth (8.70%) of the families” females for appendix problems and a
few (4.35%) families have male who visited hospital for the treatment of osteopathic
disease. In Leimaram, near about two fifths (37.5%) of females have visited hospital
for the treatment of gynaecological disease, one fifth for ulcer, over one tenth
(11.61%) for cold fever, near about one tenth (8.93%) for stone case, 5.36% each for
cardiac and osteopathic disease, 3.57% each for psychiatric cases and appendix and

2.68% have males who visited for treatment of diabetes.

Thus, among the villages, gynaecological disease and ulcer are the common
diseases among females and males for which they have visited hospitals for the
treatment. On the whole, it appears from the frequency of hospital visits that there was
no grave disease which inflicted the villagers. However, the availability and
functioning of hospital also affect the visits of patients to hospital and detection of
diseases. Types and place of a hospital visited can also give a clue about status of

diseases and seriousness of the patient.

Type of Treatment

The villagers generally visit two types of hospitals; (i) government hospital
and (ii) private hospital for treatment of the disease. The government hospitals are
Regional Institute of Medical Science, Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital, Bishnupur District
Hospital and Primary Health Centre at Nambol and Private hospitals are Shija hospital
and Research Training Centre, Imphal Hospital, and Mother’s Care Centre. The

following table shows the hospitals the villagers visited for treatment:
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Table 9.12
Distribution of the Families in Koutruk and Leimaram into the Places of Hospital
Their Members have Visited
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Hospital Koutruk Leimaram Total
(%) *n) ()
Government hospital 14 (63.64) 55 (51.89) 69 (53.91)
Private hospital 8 (36.36) 45 (42.45) 53 (41.41)
Government as well as L 6 (5.66) 6 (4.69)

private hospital

Total 22 106 128

(%) (100) (100) (100) |

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The table shows that over a half (53.91%) of the families in the two villages
visited government hospitals for treatment, over two fifths (41.41%) visited the
private hospitals and a very few (4.69%) families visited the government as well as
private hospitals for the treatment of the disease.

In Koutruk, near about two thirds (63.64%) of the families visited the
government hospitals and over one third (36.36%) visited the private hospitals. In
Leimaram, over a half (51.89%) of the families have visited the government hospitals,
more than two fifth (42.45%) visited the private hospitals and a very few (5.66%)
visited the government as well as private hospitals for treatment.

The villagers have visited the government hospitals more than the private
hospital because the case of the diseases found in the two villages are mostly minor
cases such as ulcer and cold fever. However, if the case of illness is serious like
cardiac, psychiatric, osteopathic, then, the villagers consulted a specialist in the
private hospitals without looking whether or not they can afford to pay for treatment.
For them, seriousness of the illness is important. Besides, in few cases they visited
Government's specially hospitals in the Imphal town. Therefore, they rarely inflicted
with chronic diseases. besides the disease, child delivery practices also indicate the
health status of a people. Let it be discussed.

Child Delivery

Child delivery is an important time for a mother and the baby. There is a

tradition of taking help of a Maibi (village midwife) at the time of delivery of a child

in the villages. Among the Lois also this system is prevailing. However, in the
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modern medical environment some changes are observed among them. The following

table shows the child delivery practices among the families in the two villages:

Table 9.13

Distribution of the Families into Child Delivery Practices in Koutruk and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Child Delivery Koutruk Leimaram Total
Practice (%) (%) (%)
By Doctor 9(10.23) 68 (16.50) 77 (15.4)
By Maibi 79 (89.77) 246 (59.71) 315 (63)
By doctor as well . 98 (23.79) 98 (19.6)
as Maibi
Total 88 412 500
(%) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The table informs that for delivery of a child the families in the two villages
have taken the help of Maibis and doctors. Of the families, over three fifths (63%)
have delivery of children with the help of Maibis, nearly one fifth (19.6%) with the
help of the Maibi as well as doctor and 15.4% from the doctors. Thus, in all, about
74.8% took help of Maibi and 25.2% took help of a doctor. It shows that they are still
dependent on Maibies. Yet, shift from their dependence on Maibi to doctor is
significant.

In Koutruk, most (89.77%) of the families have delivery of babies with the
help of the Maibies and only one tenth (10.23%) with the help of doctors. In
Leimaram, three fifths of the families have taken the help of the Maibis in delivery of
a child, near about one fourth (23.79%) from maibis as well as doctors and a small
segment (16.50%) from the doctors. Thus,Leimaram sought the help of a doctor more
than Koutruk, due higher level of education.

Thus, majority of the villagers still take the help of the maibis for delivery of a
child, which they did in the traditional village life. However, some families have
taken the help of doctor in order to get modern medical facilities and avoid any
mishap during the delivery of children. Dependence on the Maibi may be due to her
traditional skills as well as easy availability as compared to doctors. Like child

delivery, the maternity rest is important factor of health for a mother.
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Maternity Rest

Matemity rest of the mothers is very important for improving their health
mentally, physically and psychologically. The villages also have awarness about
maternity rest after giving birth to a child. Period of the rest is important here. The

following table shows the period of matemity rest of the mothers in the two villages:

Table 9.14
Pattern of Maternity Rest in the Families of Koutruk and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Period of Maternity Rest Koutruk Leimaram Total |
(%) (%) (%)
2-3 months 1(1.14) 6 (1.46) 7(1.4)
3-4 months 71 (80.68) 307 (74.51) 378 (75.6)
4 & more months 16 (18.18) 99 (24.03) 115 (23.0)
Total 88 412 500
(%) (100) - (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The data show that three fourths of the mothers took the maternity rest for 3-4
months, near about one fourth (23%) for more than four months and a few (1.4%) for
2-3 months.

In Koutruk, four fifths of the mothers took maternity rest for 3-4 months, near
about one fifth (18.18) for more than four months and a very few 1(1.14%) for 2-3
months. In Leimaram, nearly three fourths (74.51%) of the mothers took the rest for
3-4 months, about one fourth (24.03%) for more than 4 months and a very few
(1.46%) for 2-3 months.

Thus, majority (75.6%) of the villagers are concerned about the health of the
mother who took rest more than three months after baby delivery. During the period,
the mother has to rest in bed, take a balanced diet and not to do heavy works. The
period of rest is adequate in that the baby is grown up in the period.
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Table 9.15

Distribution of the Families into Decadal Mortality in Koutruk and Leimaram
Decadal Mortality Period (January-March 2000 to January- March 2010)

(Percentage in Parentheses)

Age Koutruk (%) Leimaram Grand Total
Group (%) (%)
Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total
0-4 . . . 1 . 1 1 . 1
(1.28) (0.77) | (0.99) (0.62)
59 _ . . . . _ . . o
10-14 . _ o o 1 1 _ 1 I
(1.96) | (0.77) (1.69) | (0.62)
15-19 . . _ 1 . 1 1 _ 1
(1.28) (0.77) | (0.99) (0.62)
20-24 _ . . 1 . 1 1 _ 1
(1.28) (0.77) | (0.99) (0.62)
25-29 4 . 4 2 1 3 6 1 7
(17.39) (12.90) | (2.56) | (1.96) | (2.33) | (5.94) | (1.69) | (4.38)
30-34 1 1 2 . 1 1 1 2 3
(4.35) | (12.5) | (6.45) (1.96) | (0.77) | (0.99) | (3.39) | (1.88)
35-39 . . . 1 _ 1 i o 1
(1.28) 0.77) | (0.99) (0.62)
40-44 5 . S 8 . 8 13 . 13
(21.74) (16.13) | (10.26) (6.20) | (12.87) (8.13)
45-49 1 . 1 3 1 4 4 1 5
(4.35) (3.23) | (3.85) | (1.96) | (3.10) | (3.96) | (1.69) | (3.13)
50-54 . . . 8 2 10 8 2 10
(10.26) | (3.92) | (7.75) | (7.92) | (3.39) | (6.35)
55-59 1 . 1 ) 2 7 6 3 8
(4.35) (3.23) | (6.41) | (3.92) | (5.43) | (5.94) | (5.08) | (5.0)
60+ 11 7 18 48 43 91 59 50 109
(47.83) | (87.5) | (58.06) | (61.54) | (84.31) | (70.54) | (58.42) | (84.75) | (68.13)
Total 23 8 31 78 51 129 101 59 160
(%) (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) { (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The data show that in the two villages, altogether 160 persons died in the last
ten years (March-May 2000 to March-May 2010). Out of these over two thirds
(68.13%) died at the age of 60+, near about one tenth (8.13%) died at the age of 40-
44, 6.35% died at the age of 50-54, 5% died at the age of 55-59, 4.38% died at the age
of 25-29, 3.13% died at the age of 45-49, 1.88% died at the age of 30-34 and 0.62%
of each villagers died at the age of 0-4, 10-14, 15-19, 20-24 and 35-39. Among the
males, 58.42% died at the age of 60+ whereas over four fifths (84.75%) of females
died in this age. Thus, most of the people died of natural death in the 60+ age. Of

these, females are more than males.
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In Koutruk, most (58.06%) of the villagers died at the age of 60+, 16.13%
died at the age of 40-44 and 12.90% died at 25-29 age. Among the males, near about a
half (47.83%) died at 60+, one fifth (21.74%) died at 40-44 and 17.39% died at the
age of 25-29. Similarly, among the females, most (87.5%) died at the age of 60+ and
over one tenth (12.5%) died at 30-34 age. In Leimaram, most (70.54%) of the
villagers died at the age of 60+. Among the males three fifths (61.54%) died at athe
age of 60+ and one tenth of each died at the age of 40-44 and 50-54. The female
members of the village died mostly at the age of 60+.

Thus, most (68.13%) of the villagers died at the age of 60+ which is a sign of
natural death. The rate of infant mortality rate is also very low in the villages. The
number of ill persons is very low in the two villages and most of them are healthy
persons. Their attitude towards the modern medical facilities indicates that they are
trying to keep their health fit which results into low death rate. However, the females

live a healthy and long life as compared to males.

Communication: media and their Uses

Communication is the art of transmitting information, ideas and attitudes from
one person to another. Through communication, people share each other’s
perceptions, control one another’s behaviour and organize themselves into groups.
The villagers communicate with each other and outside their villages both by personal
contacts and with the help of mass media. They either use mobile phones or
personally go to deliver massages in the neighbouring villages like Phumlou,
Phayeng, Lashang, Mayanglangjing, Kabowakching, Heinoubok and others. Mobile
phone is commonly used by people of both the villages to communicate with friends,
relatives and other peoples. The literate villagers have access to newspapers also to
expose them to the dynamics and happenings in their immediate as well as distant
environs. They frequently watch television, view cinema or listen radio. The presence
of radio, television and mobile phones may be better made out from the following

table:

Possession of Radio, Television and Mobile
On the basis of their possession of radio, television and mobile phones, the

villagers are classified into the following table:
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Table 9.16
Distribution of the Families by Their Possession of Items in Koutruk and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

) Type of the Media Koutruk Leimaram Total
Set Possessed (%) (%) (%)
N=88 N=412 N=500
Radio 58 (65.91) 300 (72.82) 358 (71.6)
Television 37 (42.05) 287 (69.66) 324 (64.8)
Mobile 69 (78.41) 377 (91.50) 446 (89.2)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The data point to the significant presence of the effective means of
communication, viz., radio, television and mobile phone among the villagers. Of the
villagers, most (89.2%) have mobile phones, 71.6% have radio set and 64.8% of
families have television set. This indicates high level of their electronic media
connectivity.

In Koutruk, over three fourths (78.41%) have mobile phone, near about two
thirds (65.91%) have radio set and more than two fifths (42.05%) have television set.
In Leimaram, 91.50% of the families have mobile phone, 72.82% have radio set and
69.66% have television set. Thus, mobile phone is widely present among the villagers.
Nonetheless, the other two means of communication are also found in greater
numbers.

These three means of communication have significant implications with
regards to exposure of the villagers to the external world. Of the families possessing a
television set in their houses in Leimaram, 29 families have tata sky and disk TV
connections. Radio has vanished in most of the parts of India, yet, in these villages it

is second to mobile phone. It needs to be probed here.

Programmes Listened on Radio

Radio emerged as one of the important electronic media in the modern society.
However, radio has overshadowed it in many places. Even, then it is dominating in
the two villages. Many programmes are broadcast on radio such as news, music,
drama, health programme, documentary films, sports, quiz, agricultural programmes,
etc. The distribution of the villagers into the radio channels they listen is shown in the

following table:
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Table 9.17
Distribution of the Villagers into the Radio Programmes They Listen in Koutruk and

Leimaram

(Percentage in Parentheses)

Radio Programme Koutruk (%) Leimaram (%) Total (%)
N=58 N=300 N=358

News 58 (100) 300 (100) 358 (100)

Music 58 (100) 300 (100) 358 (100)

Drama 58 (100) 300 (100) 358 (100)

Health 58 (100) 300 (100) 358 (100)
Agriculture 56 (96.55) 253 (84.33) 309 (86.31)
Documentary 22 (37.93) 98 (32.67) 120 (33.52)
Quiz 27 (46.55) 165 (55) 192 (53.63)
Sports 29 (50) 212 (70.67) 241 (67.32)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The data indicate that people in the two villages listen eight channels on radio;
namely; news, music, drama, health, agriculture, documentary, quiz and sports. All
the villagers who possess radio in the two villages, listen programmes related to news,
music, drama and health, over four fifths (86.31%) listened the programmes related to
agriculture channel, more than three fifth (67.72%) listened the programmes related to
sport channels, over half (53.63%) related to quiz and one third (33.52%) listened the
documentaries.

In Koutruk, all the families listen programmes on news, music, drama and
health channels, 96.55% on agriculture, over two fifths (46.55%) on quiz and near
about two fifths (37.97%) on ‘documentaries. In Leimaram, all the families who
posses radio, listen programmes on news, music, drama and health, over four fifths
(84.33%) listen agricultural channel, 70.67% listen sports channels, more than a half
(55%) on quiz channels and near about one third (32.67%) on documentaries.

Thus, the channels like news, music, drama and health care have the audience
from all the families possessing Radio in the two villages. Most of them try to get
modem agricultural techniques through listening agricultural discussions on radio. It
shows the popularity of radio programmes among the villagers. It can be listen
anytime, everywhere, even doing household chores. Even the illiterate person can
understand eassily as it in Manipuri. Next to radio is TV as mass media consumed by
the villagers.

Channels Watched on the Television
Television is one of the important means of media through which various

programmes are broadcast to reach people living in any corner of a country. A large
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maijority of the villagers have their TV sets to watch various programmes. The

following table shows the pattern of watching television in the two villages:

Table 9.18
Pattern of Watching Television Channels in Koutruk and Leimaram (Percentage in
Parentheses)
Programme Channel of Television Koutruk Leimaram Total
(%) (%) (%)
N=37 N=287 N=324
News 37 (100) 287 (100) 324 (100)
Movie 37 (100) 287 (100) 324 (100)
Drama 37 (100) 287 (100) 324 (100)
Music 19 (51.35) 112 (39.02) 131 (40.43)
Dance 19 (51.35) 112 (39.02) 131 (40.43)
Sports 16 (43.24) 83 (28.92) 99 (30.56)
Education 11 (29.73) 29 (10.10) 40 (30.56)
Documentary 8 (21.62) 83 (28.92) 91 (28.09)
Fashion 3(8.11) 29 (10.10) 32 (9.88)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The table shows that people in the two villages are watching nine channels on
the television; namely, news, movie, drama, music, dance, sports, education,
documentary and fashion channels. All the families in the villages who possess
television sets watch channels like news, movie and drama; two fifths, each, watch
music and dance channels; 30.56% watch sports channels; over one fourth (28.09%)
watch documentary channel; more than one tenth (12.35%) watch educational
channels like Gyan Darshan and one tenth watch fashion channels. This shows high
consumption of T.V programmes like News, Movies and Drama.

In Koutruk, all the families watch news, movie and drama channels, over half
(51.35%) of the families, each, watch music and dance channels, more than two fifths
(43.24%) watch sports channels, 29.73% watch educational channels, over one fifth
(21.62%) watch documentary channels and a few (8.11%) watch fashion channels. In
Leimaram, those families which possess television sets watch news, movie and drama
channels, two fifths each watch music and dance, over one fourth (28.92%), each,
watch sports and documentary channels and one tenth, each, watch education and
fashion channels. T.V programmes’consumption seems to be more in Koutruk than in
Leimaram, perhaps due to less number of the people employed and more time at their
hand.

Thus, the number of families watching news, movie and drama is significantly

higher than other channels. Compared to Leimaram, there are more families in
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Koutruk who are watching educational channel whereas in Leimaram there are more
families who are watching fashion and documentary channels than in Koutruk
because there are some families in Leimaram which possess tata sky and disk T.V on
which channels related to fashion and documentaries are widely telecast. T.V
watching as well as radio listening is related to language of programmes also. Let this
be examined.
Language on Media

The villagers in the two villages are listenning radio and watching television in
three languages; viz, (i) Manipuri, (ii) Hindi and (iii) English. The following table
shows distribution of the families by the language which they preferred to listen radio
and watching television;

Table 9.19
Distribution of the Families by the Language They Preferred While Radio Listening
and Watching Television in Koutruk and Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Language of Koutruk | Leimaram Total Language of | Koutruk | Leimara Total
Radio Programme (%) (%) (%) Television (%) m (%)
N=58 N=300 N=358 Programme N=37 (%) N=324
N=287
Manipuri 58 300 358 Manipuri 37 287 324
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)
Hindi 58 300 358 Hindi 37 287 324
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)
English _ - _ English 20 89 109
(54.05) (31.01) (33.64)

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010

The data found that all the people in the two villages listen radio in Manipuri
as well as Hindi. They also watch television programmes of three languages; namely,
Manipuri, Hindi and English. All the families who possess television sets watch TV
programmes in Hindi and Manipuri while one third of these also watch the
programmes in English. |

In Kourtuk, all the families which possess T.V sets watch television
programmes in Manipuri and Hindi while over half (54.05%) of them watch the
programmes in English. In Leimaram, those who possess television sets preferred to
watch Programmes in Manipuri and Hindi and 31.01% of the families also watch
programmes in English. Nobody listened radio programmes in English. But, a very

significant section watch T.V programmes in English.
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Thus, Hindi and Manipuri are the maijor languages of the villagers for
watching television and listening radio. T.V programme watching in English is also
no less significant in the villages. The villagers are now widely exposed to the
languages other than Manipuri.

Mobile Phone

Mobile becomes an important means of electronic communication in the
present world. Most (89.2%) of the families in the two villages have moblie phone. In
Koutruk, near about four fifths (78.41%) of families have mobile phone and 91.50%
of families in Leimaram have mobile phone.

The villagers have use mobile phone for purpose of communication with
relatives and friends. A few (9) families also use mobile for bussiness purpose.

Besides the electronic media, newspaper have been a necessity of literate
communities. Let these be explored among the villagers.

Newspapers Subscribed

Newspaper is one of the print media of mass communication in modern
society. The reading of newspapers has now become a part of life as it disseminates
information among the masses. Reading habits among the villagers indicate how they
utilize their skills and in what manner. The following table shows the number of
families which have subscribed newspapers in the villages: ‘

Table 9.20
Distribution of Families by the Status of Their Newspapers Subscription in Koutruk and
Leimaram
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Newspaper Subscription Status Koutruk Leimaram Total
(%) () (%)
Subscribed 1(1.14) 95 (23.06) 96 (19.2)
Not Subscribed 87 (98.86) 317 (76.94) 404 (80.8)
Total 88 412 500
(%) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected From the Villages during January — March 2010
The data show that near about one fifth (19.2%) of the families in the two

villages are subscribing newspapers. They subscribe only Manipuri newspapers.

These newspapers are Poknapham, Sangai Express, Huyen Lanpao and Naharolgi

Thoudang,
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In Leimaram, near about one fourth (23.06%) of the families subscribed local
newspapers and in Koutiuk only 1.14% of the family subscribe it. In Leimaram, these
families subscribe newspapers regularly which are delivered at their homes whereas
in Koutruk, due to poor infrastructure of transportation, the opportunity for
subscribing newspaper is absent and there is very low percentage of families which
subscribed and read newspaper. Therefore, those villagers who are interested in
reading newspapers have to go and buy it from the Imphal town. Like any other
village folk, the people of Leimaram village are also seen more interested in listening
radio rather than reading newspapers. In Leimaram, near about one fourth (23.06%)
of the families are subscribing newspapers. The readers of the newspapers are literate,
educated from primary to post-graduate level. News items read give an idea of the
uses of newspapers among the villagers. The following table shows the various news
items read by the villagers in their families:

News Items Read
On the basis of the item of the newspaper read, the distribution of the families

in the two villages is shown in the following table:

Table 9.21
Distribution of the Families in Koutruk and Leimaram into the News Items Their
Members Read
(Percentage in parenthesis)
News Item Read Koutruk Leimaram Total
(%) (%) (%)
N=5 N=293 N=298
Headlines 5 (100) 293 (100) 298 (100)
Politics 3 (60) 206 (70.31) 209 (70.13)
Sports 3 (60) 245 (83.62) 248 (83.22)
Advertisement 4 (80) 238 (81.23) 242 (81.21)
Editorial 3 (60) 205 (69.97) 208 (69.80)
Cinema 4 (80) 246 (83.96) 250 (83.89)
Matrimonial 2 (40) 241 (82.25) 243 (81.54)
Zodiac 5(100) 293 (100) 298 (100)
National and 3 (60) 205 (69.97) 208 (69.80)
International News

Source: Field Data Collected from the Villages during January — March 2010
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The data show that out of the 298 newspaper readers in the villages, all of
them read news like headlines and zodiac, over four fifths, each, read news on
cinema, sports, matrimonial and advertisement, 70.13% read news on politics and
69.80% each read editorial news and national and international affairs news.

In Koutruk, out of the five members reading newspapers, all of them read
headlines and zodiac news, four members, each, read advertisements and cinema
news, three readers, each, read news on politics, sports, editorial and national and
international affairs and only two people read matrimonial columns. In Leimaram, all
the family members read headlines and zodiac news, over four fifths, each, read news
related to cinema, sports, matrimonial and advertisement, 70.31% read news on
politics and 69.97% each read editorial news and national and international affairs.
Clearly, the Leimaram villagers read news of various types more than the Koutruk
villagers. This is due to high education and employment level in Leimaram. Time
spent on news reading bring out worth of its reading. It may be laid bare.

Time Spent on Newspaper Reading

On the basis of time spent on newspaper reading in a day the families are

classified into three categories; namely, (i) less than 1 hour, (ii) 1- 2 hours and (iii)

more than 2 hours. The distribution of the families into these categories is shown in

the following table:
Table 9.22
Distribution of Families in Koutruk and Leimaram by the Time Spent on Newspaper Reading
in a Day
(Percentage in Parentheses)
Time Koutruk Leimaram Total
() (%) (*0)
Less than 1 hour 7(7.37) 7 (7.29)
1 —2 hour 1 (100) 87 (91.58) 88 (91.67)
More than 2 hour 1(1.05) 1(1.04)
Total 1 95 96
(%) (100) (100) - (100)

Source: Field Data Collected From the Villages during January — March 2010

The data indicate that most (91.67%) of the families spend their time in
reading newspapers for 1-2 hours, 7.29% spend less than 1 hour and a few (1.04%)
spend more than 2 hours.

In Koutruk, the families which have subscribed newspaper spend 1-2 hours in
reading. In Leimaram, most (91.58%) of the families spend 1-2 hours, 7.37% spend

less than 1 hour and a few (1.05%) spend more than 2 hours in reading newspaper in a
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day. Thus, majority of the families spend 1-2 hours in reading newspaper in a day. It
reflects reading habit of the villagers a great change among the historically

marginalised people like the Lois.

Summary

1. There is seen a move of the villagers from total illiteracy to high literacy. Most
(88.76%) of the villagers are literate and only 11.24% are illiterate. In Koutruk, over
four fifths (86.51%) are literate and educated with the levels from primary to post
graduation level and only 13.49% are illiterate. Similarly, in Leimaram, most

(89.23%) of the people are literate and only one tenth are illiterate

2. The villagers are found to be very much concerned about education as it is
instrumental in getting jobs, improving social status and socio-economic development
of their community. Thus, in Koutruk, the illiteracy rate is declining from over three
fifths in the old age group (60+) to one fifth in the middle age group (35-60) and from
21.62% in the middle age group to 7.54% in youth age group (15-35) whereas, in
Leimaram, it is declining from over a half (52.86%) in the old age group to two fifths
in the middle age group and from 21.72% in the middle age group to 0.19% in the
youth age group. Thus, the young and youth age groups are almost free from
illiteracy.

3. Increased orientation to quality education is quite perceptible in the villages.
Most (70.85%) of the families in the two villages send their children to private
schools, 16.82% to government schools and over one tenth (12.32%) to the
government as well as private schools. In Koutruk, half of the families send both male
and female children to the government schools, over two fifth (41.67%) to the private
schools and a very few (8.33%) to government as well as private schools. In
Leimaram, three fourths of the families send their children to the private schools only
and a slightly more than one fifth of the families, each, send their children to the
government schools and to the government as well as private schools respectively.

4. Majority (31.93%) of the families send their children to Nambol town, near
Leimaram, over one fourth (26.05%) to Imphal and one fourth to Oinam for their
further studies. Most of the villagers seek their children’s education in nearly

institutions. Yet, they do not hesitate to send their children outside their own village.
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5. Over a half (54.66%) of the children in the villages droppedout in high school
due to their failure in the board examination. The dropout rate is higher among the
male members (70.19%) than the female members (29.81%) in the two villages.
Because 17.26% of males in the villages are dropout due to getting jobs.
6. Small but significant section (15.2%) of the people from the two villages is
having the knowledge of computer. Over two fifths (44.74%) of these people learned
computer use from the computer centre, around two fifths (38.16%) from the schools
offering computer as a part of their syllabus, over one tenth (11.84%) from the office
where they work as clerks and a very few (5.26%) at home where they have their own
computer. This shows how electronic learning comes to the villagers and changing
their mental horizons.
7. Awareness of health and utilizing modern health facilities is on the rise in the
villages. One fourth of the families in the villages visited hospital for the treatment of
disease in the last one year and three fourth of the families did not visit hospital. Thus,
most (74.4%) of the families in the villages are physically fit and are quite aware
about health.
8. Of the families which have visited hospital for treatment of deseases in last
one year, over three fourth (77.34%) of the families have visited 2-3 times, over one
tenth (11.72%) have visited only one time and 10.94% have visited 4-5 times. In
Koutruk, out of the eighty-eight (88) families, one fourth families have visited
hospital in the last one year. Of them, 90.91% have visited hospital for 2-3 times and
9.09% have visited only one time in the past one year. Similarly, in Leimaram, out of
the 412 families, only one fourth have visited hospital in the past one year. Of these
families, three fourths have visited hospital for 2-3 times, 13.21% visited 4-5 times
and 12.26% of families visited only one time. This shows the villagers need to visit
hospitals least.
9. Majority of the villagers (53.91%) visited government hospital, over two fifths
(41.41%) to the private hospital and 4.69% of families visited the government as well
as private hospital for treatment of deseases. Near about two fifths (37.78%) of
families have visited hospital for the treatment of gynaecological problems, two fifths
for treatment of ulcer and 15.56% for treatment of cold fever.

10.  More than three fifths (63%) of the families take the help of the Maibis for the
delivery of a child, around one fifth (19.6%) take the help of the doctors as well as
Maibis and 15.4% take the help of doctors.
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11. Three fourths (75.6%) of mothers in the villages take 3-4 months’ maternity

rest after delivery of a child, which is adequate for recovery of mother’s health and

care of the baby.

12. Most (68.13%) of people in the villages died at the age of 60+. However,
females have longer life than males. In indicates that females are more healthier than
males in the villages.
13. Mass media, old and new, have largely entered the houses of the villagers.
Traditionally, folk arts like penna (a kind of musical instrument), Sumang Leela (open
courtyard theatre), Khunung Eshei etc. were used as mass media in the rural society.
Moreover, if the villagers had to travel faraway places on foot to deliver a message.
But, at present, they use the modern communication technologies like radio, television
and mobile phone to get information or to communicate with others. Over three fifths
(65.91%) of the families in the villages have radio, more than two fifths (42.05%)
have television and nearabout four fifths (78.41%) have mobile phones.
14. All the families which have radio, listen the channels like news, music, drama
and health. Over four fifths (86.31%) of the families also listen agricultural channels.
This- shows how they use the mass media like radio to stand aware and to use
knowledge in daily life.
15. The television channels like news, movie and drama are commonly watched
by the people in the two villages. Two fifths of the families also watch other channels
like music and dance. Information gathering and cultural salience of the villagers are
now closely related to the electronic media. The villagers mostly listen radio watch
T.V programmes in Manipuri and Hindi languages. Majority of them (100%) are
watching television in Manipuri and Hindi, while one third of the families also watch
television programmes in English.
16.  Near about one fifth (19.2%) of families subscribe newspaper in the two
villages. Most of them are interested in reading Headlines (100%), Zodiac Sings
(100%), Cinema news (83.89%), Sports (83.22%), Matrimonial (81.54%),
advertisement (81.21%) and Political affairs (70.13%). Most (91.67%) of them spend
1-2 hours on reading newspapers.

In sum, health and communication systems in the villages are improving.
Majority of the villagers are literate people and educated from the primary to the post

graduate level. The villagers are seen more concerned about the education of their
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children. Most of them have sent their children to the private schools even outside
their own village for quality education. Some of the villagers are also having the
computer knowledge learnt from the computer centres and schools as some take
computer subject at school level. Their health status is very high and only one fourth
of the total population of the villagers visited hospital in the past one year. Usually,
they visited the government hospitals but if the matter of the illness is serious then
they prefer the private hospitals to get better facilities. They use the facilities of
modern communication technology. Most of them used mobile phones to
communicate within and outside the village. Thus, the process of transformation is

pervasive in their life.
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