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ABSTRACT IN ENGLISH

ARABIC WRITINGS IN NORTH INDIA SINCE 1990: AN ANALYTICAL STUDY

OBJECTIVES:

The research work under review intends to study and analyze in details all the genres taken

up by the North Indian Arabic writers since 1990. The specific objectives of the study were

as follows:

1. To collect all important books written and published in Arabic since 1990.

2. To analyze the themes and styles of the published books.

3. To ascertain the merits of the writers and assess their works in comparison to the Arabic
writers in pre-1990 period.

ORGANISATION
The research work has been divided into five chapters in addition to an introduction and
conclusion. The chapters are as follows:

Chapter I: The Arabic language in North India: A Historical Perspective.

Chapter IlI: Centers of Arabic learning in North India.

Chapter I11: Contemporary Arabic Writings in North India.

Chapter IV: Contemporary Arabic writers of North India.

Chapter V: Thematic and stylistic study of contemporary Arabic writings in North India.

METHODOLOGY:

Almost all the important books (a total of 230 books) written in Arabic by North Indian
writers since 1990 have been collected and among these, the thematic and stylistic study is
done on 222 books. All the books have been categorized and divided under various titles
based on their themes. The detailed discussion is made on all these books in the chapters 3
and 5 and these have been assessed. Beside these books, there are 18 Arabic magazines,
periodicals and journals, currently published in North India, which are included in these
chapters. While the first chapter looks into the historical perspective of Arabic language in
North India. The second chapter discusses the centres of Arabic learning in North India and
the fourth chapter contains the detailed discussion about the contemporary Arabic writers of
North India. The summary of this research work and its findings have found place in the
conclusion. It may be noted here that the thesis has been written in Arabic.

The discussion on the methodology adopted for this study is as follows:

The introduction discusses the proliferation of the Arabic language, the objectives the study
aimed at, sources of materials, clarification about the terms ‘Arabic Writings’ and ‘North

India’ and the methods adopted for preparing this research work.



Chapter No. 1 under the caption: The Arabic language in North India: A Historical
Perspective contains three sub-chapters.

The first sub-chapter contains the commercial, ideological, cultural and diplomatic relations
between India and the Arab world throughout the ages- from the beginning of history up to
the Indian independence in 1947. The Second sub-chapter briefly studies the origin,
development and proliferation of Arabic language in North India. The major works, which
have been written in Arabic before 1990 by North Indian writers, have been assessed in the
third sub-chapter.

Chapter No. 2 entitled: Centers of Arabic learning in North India consists of two sub-
chapters.

This chapter primarily discusses the Madrasas or the Islamic institutes- the historical
background of these institutes, the aims and objectives of these institutes. A detailed
discussion is made on nine famous Islamic institutes and their contributions to the
development of Arabic language and literature. These Madrasas are: Draul Uloom Deoband,
Mazahirul Uloom Saharanpur, Jamia-e- Qasimia Shahi Masjid Moradabad, Darul Uloom
Nadwatul Ulama Lucknow, Madrasatul Islah Saraimir, Madrasatul Falah Beliriaganj, Al-
Jamia Al-Salafia Banaras, Jamiatul Imam lbn Taimia Champaran, Bihar and Al-Jamia al-
Islamia Sanabil, New Delhi.

This chapter also includes the discussion on the characteristics of these Madrasas, their
locations, information regarding the people who established those Madrasas, their syllabi
and course materials, their libraries, centres, branches, publication houses and publications,
hostel facilities, their famous teachers and products, major contributions to the development
of Arabic language and literature and other branches of knowledge, the views and narrations
of researchers or great figures about the respective Madrasa and so on and so forth.

It may be noted here that there have been three types of Madrasas across North India and in
which largely three types of ideologies are followed and they are: Deobondi school of
thought, Salafi school of thought and the Nadwa school of thought. Altogether, three leading
Madrasas from each section have been included in this chapter. Further, all these Madrasas
have been divided into two sections keeping in mind the curricula and syllabi they follow,
these are: the traditional syllabus known as Dars-e- Nizami and the modern syllabus. In this
chapter six Madrasas are mentioned which follow the modern syllabus and three Madrasas
that follow the traditional syllabus.

This chapter also comprises discussion on 16 North Indian universities which offer the
Arabic teaching in their curricula. These universities are: University of Calcutta, Aligarh
Muslim University, University of Allahabad, Jamia Millia Islamia, University of Delhi,
University of Lucknow, Banaras Hindu University, Patna University, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Gauhati University, Assam University, Vishvabharati, University of Kashmir,
Baba Gulamshah Badshah University, Alia University and Cotton University (Deemed to
be).
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The sub-chapter which contains discussion on the universities very important information
such as the locations of these universities, dates/years of establishment of these universities
and their Arabic departments, syllabi and the courses offered in these departments, role of
these departments in the development and spreading of Arabic language and literature across
India and the world.

Chapter 3 entitled: Contemporary Arabic Writings in North India, discusses about 230
Arabic books, which have been published since 1990. The chapter consists of the basic
information such as titles of the books, the authors, the areas the authors belong to, the year
of publication, information about the publishers, the places of publication, size of books and
their edition (wherever needed).

In addition to the above mentioned books, this chapter includes discussion on all 18
periodicals and journals with its founders, the months/years of the establishment, publishers
and their addresses, editors/ editorial boards and sizes of the periodicals and journals which
have been published before and after 1990 and some of them discontinued/stopped
publications due to the various reasons. Beside these, it discusses its frequencies such as-
monthly/ yearly/ quarterly etc. and whether they are research/ cultural/ religious journals.

Chapter No.4 under the caption: Contemporary Arabic writers of North India, comprises the
brief biographies of major contemporary Arabic writers of North India. It has been divided
into two sub-chapters.

The first sub-chapter consists of the biographies of 33 writers, who have been associated with
different religious institutes or organizations. The second sub-chapter comprises the
biographies of 33 writers who are associated with the government institutions like
universities or colleges.

The biographies of the writers comprises important information about their lives such as-
date and place of birth, date of death (if died), father’s name, family background, primary
and higher educational institutions where they studied, degrees they obtained, medals,
scholarships, prizes or achievements they received, institutions where they worked/have been
working, other responsibilities they performed/ have been performing, positions they hold,
centres/institutions they established, places they visited, seminars, conferences and
workshops they participated and presented papers and academic programmes they conducted.

All of the above mentioned writers have played role in the development of Arabic language
and literature by writing a book/ books/ essays/ papers/ columns etc. or by establishing
Arabic institutions, issuing periodicals etc. Many of them have achieved worldwide
recognition and many of them are acclaimed internationally in the field of Arabic Language
and literature and in Arabic Journalism.

Chapter No.5 entitled as: Thematic and Stylistic study of contemporary Arabic Writings in
North India, discusses the themes and analyses the writing styles of 222 books and 17
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periodicals. This chapter is divided into two sub-chapters: first one contains discussion on
Arabic books and the second sub-chapter talks about the Arabic periodicals.

Again, the first sub-chapter is divided into various titles based on themes of these books.
When we go through the themes of these books, we find that there are 36 books on literature
and, 8 books on Arabic reading (Text books), 3 books on Arabic Grammar and syntax, 01
book on Rhetoric, 2 books on selected pieces of prose and poetry, 2 books on Arts of
Interpretation, 36 books on biographies, 16 books on Quranic Sciences, 32 books on the
Science of Hadith, 31 books on Islamic law and Jurisprudence, 4 books on oratory, 15 books
on ideology and religions, 5 books on journalism, 10 books on invitation towards Islam, 9
books on History and culture, 8 books on teaching/ learning methodology and 5 books on
other issues.

Although, these books have been categorized broadly under above mentioned titles but each
of these books has a separate theme/ style. So, the present chapter discusses themes of each
book, one by one, in order to provide full information about the subject matter of these
books. Following thematic study, analysis of each book has been made and commentaries
provided bringing out it styles that followed the respective writer. The quotations/views of
famous personalities have also been presented while analyzing many books. Many a time,
some texts from the respective books have been quoted in order to the writing style of the
writer.

The second sub-chapter contains 17 periodical, namely; Thagafaul Hind, Al- Baas al Islami,
Al-Raid, , Sautul Ummah Al-Daee, Majallah al-Majma’ al-l1imi al-Hindi, Mujallah al-Tarikh
al-1salmi, Al-Nuhda al- Islamia, Afaq al-Hind, Sautul Islam, Al-Furgan , Al-Muzahir, Al-
Haram, Majallah al-Dirasat al-Arabia, Al-Tilmiz and Al-Shurooq al-Hindi. The mention of
periodicals has been made in historical order according to the dates/years of their
establishment.

While discussing these periodicals one by one, the researcher has summed up aims, goals,
features, subject matter, prospectus and area of study of these periodicals. Then their
positions, standards, acceptability, reputation, role in the awakening of readers and to the
spreading and development of Arabic language and literature have been discussed briefly.
The views and narrations from dignitaries in favour of many periodicals have also been cited.

The conclusion provides the summary and the findings of the study and suggestions for further
research. References and abstract (in English) have been included at the end of the study
while declaration, acknowledgments, contents etc. at the beginning of the study.
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