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INTRODUCTION

In ancient time, when the man looked around him, certain
questions came into his mind, such as where did he come from, why
he is in the earth, where shall he go in the end; how did this universe
come to be; who made it and what will be its end? People wondered
how the universe and nature work. In course of time, with the advent
of religion these critical questions have been attempted in various
religious books to provide answers; however with varying degree of
acceptability. In this regard Al-Qur’an, the principal religious book of
Muslims i.e the followers of the religion of Islam who believe it to be
the divine book for the guidance of the humankind, may be considered
as the forerunner. Muslims of the whole world believe in its divine
revelations and respect it par excellence the word of Allah, the Creator
and Sustainer of the Universe.

The word Islam is derived from two Arabic roots; one is salam means
peace and the other tasleem means submission. As such Islam
signifies peaceful submission to the will of Allah and His full
obedience.! According to the Qur'an, Islam was the first religion on the
earth and it is also the last religion for mankind founded by God
through Messengers and the books from time to time (Quran: 03:03,
04:136, 06:42, 92, 10:37).

The man on the earth later on created deviations in the guidance of
God and that is why many similarities can be found in the teachings of
different religions which prove the fact that all religions have the
common origin. The Qur'an was sent as a reminder of all the earlier
Books of God.(38:88). And as such according to Qur’anic teaching
Islam is the mainstream religion for the humankind revealed by the
creator of the universe.

According to the Qur’‘an Islam is not merely a customary religion or a
religion only depending on rituals or admonitions. Rather, it paves the
way for a systematized life for human being to live on the earth with
peace and harmony. The Qur'an always mentions Islam as
Deen(05:03) which technically means the ways of an orderly life. The
Qur’an proclaims:

. This day have I perfected your religion for you, completed My favour
upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your (Deen) religion... ......

(05:03)°



Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh) was sent as a messenger towards the
mankind for the guidance in all matters of human life. He is justifiably
called World Prophet. A brief account of the life and philosophy of this
great prophet is presented at Annexure-A. The Qur'an proclaims in
this regard:
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We have not sent thee but as a messenger to all mankind, giving them
Glad tidings, and warning them (against sin) but most men know not.

(34:28).3

This verse of the Quran has put forward the idea of the universal
mission of Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh) to call mankind to adopt the path
shown by Allah and live a righteous life on the earth for the acquiring
peace in the earthly life and here after.

With the development of civilization man began to exercise his wisdom
to know the mystery of nature and rationality of different religious
beliefs particularly those are preached as divine instructions and said
to be received by the prophets of the respective religions. Ultimately,
it gave birth of many conflicts in the field of human knowledge
throughout the world. As the modern science and technology spread
over the entire world, the dogmas and blind beliefs of different
religions have come under verification of rational as well as scientific
experimentation. In due course of time, more people are attracted
towards the use of their intellect in accepting any rituals said to be
virtuous in the doctrines of different religions. With the cultivation of
astronomy, geography and other fields of science man became able to
get the correct and reliable ideas on different natural phenomenon and
status of the heavenly bodies. The blind faith said to be religious
knowledge started to be rejected by man of rational wisdom.
Ultimately a history of conflict between religion and science got its
foundation in human civilization. The conflict between blind faith and
true knowledge has been increased with the advent of modern science
and technology and many religious beliefs are found to be mere
superstitions.



SECTION -1

SCIENTIFIC INDICATIONS IN THE QUR'AN:
AN OUTLINE FOR A STUDY

This section has presented the outline for the study on the Scientific
Indications in the Qur'an with special reference to Astronomy. It
discusses the review of literature, objective of the study, hypothesis,
research methodology adopted with scope and limitations of the study
and scheme of the study in organizing the chapters properly to make
the research programme successful.

1.1.1. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Since review of literature is an important step for research work for
creating new knowledge, serious effort has been made in reading
books on relevant subjects, browsing of internet and also consulting
renowned Islamic scholars particularly experts in explaining the
revelations of the Qur‘an. However, for consolidating the basic ideas
on the scientific indications revealed in the Qur’an, the texts of this
scripture in its original version in Arabic have been studied thoroughly
along with its English as well as Bengali translation. The books of
interpretation of the revelations of the Qur'‘an made by Islamic
scholars of repute have also been consulted as and when necessary. In
parallel to this study the findings of the modern scientific researches
have also been studied. Primarily the three books viz. Universe and
Man (Scientific and Qur’anic Description) composed by Prof. A.Rahman,
Department of Physics, Gauhati University, The Bible The Qur'an &
Science by Dr. Maurice Bucaille and another book in Bengali named
Bigyan na Koran (Science or the Qur‘an?) composed by Mohammad
Nurul Islam, a telecom engineer from Bangladesh inspired this
researcher to undertake this extensive work.

Accordingly, during the research work, many other relevant books of
different scholars have been studied both on the Qur‘an particularly on
its scientific aspects as well as related subjects of modern scientific
knowledge. Many e sources are consulted frequently as per needs.
Even the relevant revelations of the Qur‘an in Arabic text have been
collected from e sources. The details lists of all such sources are
presented in the Bibliography of the thesis.



1.1.2. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

It is claimed and believed by the Muslims of the world that the Qur’an
was revealed to Hazrat Muhammad ( Pbuh) more than 1400 years ago
in the towns of Mecca and Medina of Saudi Arabia and basis of Modern
civilization established with the advent of Islam. It is found that a good
number of revelations in the Qur'‘an have some or other scientific
indications, which may be more or less in conformity with the modern
scientific theories.

Many Islamic scholars worldwide have been claiming about the
scientific indication of the Qur’an, the divine book for humanity. So the
objective of the research work is to make an in-depth study of the
relevant revelations and make an attempt to harmonize the thoughts
derived from the indications of the Qur‘an with the modern scientific
theories particularly those related to Astronomy and also to identify
the similarities and even differences found if any in the two different
ways of approach towards human knowledge.

1.1.3. HYPOTHESIS

Every research is to be started with the formulation of a hypothesis.
Since the Qur’an claims it to be a divine book of knowledge which
contains guidance for mankind in every sphere of life, obviously it
should reflect on scientific ideas also. Indeed numerous verses of the
Qur'an dealing with natural phenomenon are now comprehensive in
the light of the modern science and as claimed by different Islamic
scholars of international repute, to a large extent the scientific
indications of the Qur‘an are in conformity with the modern scientific
theories particularly in the field of Astronomy including Cosmology.
Therefore, it was presumed that by an in-depth study, these can be
brought at the same platform to coexist in parallel to each other.

1.1.4. METHODOLOGY

The term ‘methodology’ is applied to express definitions, scopes,
problems, formulating procedures, validation of statements,
propositions, and theories. It is also used in sampling techniques and
standard errors. In Western system of research, the theories are
validated if they satisfy certain conditions such as verifiability.
Confirmability, falsifiability, empirical testability, predictability,
deductiveness, logical consistency etc.*



The instant research work has been done keeping in mind such things
of modern methodology of research. However, since the Qur‘an is a
book having divine origin, its special character was also under
consideration to carry forward the research work on the scientific
indications of the revelations of the great book of wisdom.

It is not so easy to understand the meaning of the revelations of the
Qur’an in a holistic perspective. Actually this research work is based on
textual analysis of the revelations of the Qur‘an. Since it is a form of
qualitative research, qualitative data are found important for analytical
and interpretation purposes.®

Besides the original text of the Qur‘an in Arabic, this scholar has
studied different books of translation of the Qur‘an in English, Bengali
even Urdu done by scholars of international repute during the research
work and also gone through the different books of analysis and
interpretation in English as well as Bengali as done by renowned
experts of the Qur‘an at international level. The whole study was done
mainly based on analysis and interpretation of the relevant revelations
of the Qur’an, collected after cursory study of each and every
revelation of the whole Qur'‘an and comparisons of the scientific
indications of the Qur'an with the modern scientific thoughts. Hence
the methodology adopted is as follows:

1. Collection and compilation of the relevant revelations from the
Qur'an and arranging the same subject wise as far as practicable
for making an exhaustive study.

2. Analysis of the compiled revelations specially those related to
Astronomy including Cosmology in the light of modern science and
interpretation of the same rationally.

3. Comparisons of the views of the two different source of knowledge
i.e. Qur'an and Modern Science and find out the interface between
them.

The work has been done on the basis of the English translation of the
Qur’an though the original revelations in Arabic have also been studied
seriously. Translations of the Qur‘an in Bengali languages done by
many scholars also have been also consulted seriously for a more
meaningful research. As like other languages many Arabic words have
different meanings to be considered depending upon the situations.
Keeping the same in mind the English translation of Qur’an vis-a-vis its
revelations in Arabic done by Abdullah Yusuf Ali has been consulted as
main source of translation. Side by side English translation works done
by others such as (1) Mohammed Marmaduke Pickthall,



(2) Dr.Muhammad Tagi-ud-Din Al-Hillali and Dr. Muhammad Muhsin
Khan and (3) Zafar Ishaq Ansar’'s English translation of TAFHIM AL-
QUR’AN of Sayyid Abul Ala Mawdudi was consulted as per needs. The
translations of the Quran in Bengali as well as Urdu language were
consulted many a times. Even the meaning of many important terms
has been verified from Arabic English Dictionaries of reputed scholars.

During the interpretation and analysis of the various revelations
different books of explanation / Interpretation (Tafsir) of the Qur’an
composed by famous theologians as well as great Islamic thinkers had
been consulted time and again. Tafsir is a very specialized discipline
which answers various relevant questions and makes the revelations
more understandable. It is needless to mention that Arabic is very
artistic and poetical language and a single word may bear a host of
meanings. As such the meaning of a particular term depends on the
context in which the revelation was received. Writings of many
scholars available in the internet were consulted for serious
interpretation and come to the conclusion on many subjects.

1.1.5: SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The Qur’an is the unique religious book which is read every moment
any where in the world. The Muslims throughout the world recite many
revelations of this great book in their five times daily prayer. It has
been translated in almost all major languages in the present day
world. There are good numbers of books of interpretations (Tafsir) of
the revelations of the Qur‘an available in many prominent languages
all over the world. These days internet has become a major source for
making studies on the relevant subject of the Qur‘an. As such, there
are scopes for study of the Qur‘an on its scientific aspects and on its
acceptability to the modern scientific knowledge.

However, there are some limitations of the study of scientific
knowledge available in the Quran.

(a) The Qur'an claims itself to be divine book which idea is to some
extent beyond the scope of scientific process of studies and
research.

(b) The Qur’an proclaims itself as Arabic Quran (12:02) and in fact
its linguistic quality is extra ordinary. As such, its translation can
never do full justice or convey the depth of meaning of the
revealed verse.®



Moreover, the Arabic language has special character, since it has
a very rich vocabulary. In many cases a single word or term has
many meanings making it difficult for translation and
interpretation of meaning of any particular revelation.

(¢) Most of the revelations of the Qur'an are in direct from and are
like dictations given by a supreme authority. So, the language
used has special character to explain the meaning.

(d)Since the Qur'an is the verse of Allah (God), every revelation
has some background and without knowing the background
history, it will not be wise to interpret any revelation.

(e) The Qur'an has mentioned many parables and many revelations
are ambiguous as claimed by the Qur’an itself.

Keeping all these limitations in mind the research work has been
conducted seriously with due sincerity. With a positive approach on the
scientific wisdom of the Qur’an, the entire work has been done as per
following scheme of study.

1.1.6: SCHEME OF STUDY AND ORGANIZING OF
CHAPTERS

To make this extensive work successful, a cursory search on English
translation of each revelation of the Qur'an was made to identify and
collect revelations of the Qur‘an having scientific indications. These
were then compiled into different groups subject wise as far as
practicable. Translations of a particular revelation has been compared
studying different books of translations and compiled after being
confirmed on its acceptability.

The entire work has been organized into six chapters. These are again
subdivided into different sections. The first chapter is the
introductory chapter which gives a picture of the basic ideas of conflict
and conformity of the theories of religion and science. To give a
firsthand idea on the origin, compilation and objective of the holy
Qur'an the relevant matters have been enumerated in a systematic
manner. This is followed by an initiative to highlight the necessity for
an in-depth study of the Qur’an to unearth the truth which confirms
the scientific finding of the modern world in the light of the divine
knowledge revealed in the Qur’an.

In the second chapter there is general discussion on the concept of
knowledge in the Qur'an as well as in Science. The relevance of the
Qur'an to the scientific knowledge is discussed in detail. Matter relating
to understanding of the Qur'an through science and importance of
science in validating the Quran vis a vis importance of the Qur'an in
validating Science is also discussed.
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In the third chapter the concept revealed in the Qur’an with regard to
general scientific matters were discussed. Origin of life on earth,
development of human embryo, special features of the creation of
nature and natural phenomena etc have been discussed in detail
pointing out their relevance with modern science. The metaphysical
ideas reflected in the Qur’an has also been discussed and presented in
a systematic matter.

The fourth chapter examines the revelations of the Qur‘an having
indications related to astronomy including cosmology with analytical
approach. The Qur'an provides many indications regarding creations,
sustenance and fate of the universe, nature and motion of the
heavenly bodies such as the earth, the sun, the moon, the shape of
the earth, the solar system, the galaxies etc. All such things were
discussed here with an analytical approach.

The fifth chapter put forwarded the details of the interface between
the two sources of knowledge specially on Astronomical thoughts: A
trial has been made to find out the parallel trends of the two different
sources of knowledge in view of the deliberations at the third and
fourth chapters.

The sixth chapter is the conclusion which is the resume of the work.
The findings of the research work are summarized to come to the
conclusion of this extensive attempt. It tries to put forward that
though many revelations have conformity with modern science, many
mysteries are yet to be brought in to the light and these cannot be
rejected at the present stage of scientific development.
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SECTION - 11
RELIGIOUS BELIEF AND SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT

None in the present world can deny that the development of
humanity is based on the religious belief. In spite of speedy scientific
development today in the world millions of peoples are there to whom
religious belief and practices have the primary importance in their day
to day life. Many a times the entire world is influenced by a single
issue involving religion.

Religion is a code of conduct for mankind. It invites human being
to believe in the Ultimate supremacy of God and surrender to His will
to live peaceful life on the earth.” It cannot also be denied that
through religions the human being laid down the standards and values
for guidance of human life. The prophets of different religion
propagated their teachings for the well being of mankind at different
places of the world and in different ages which they claimed to be
obtained from supernatural sources by dint of spiritual meditation. All
of them had the same mission to guide the humankind towards the
true religion i.e to adopt the principles of humanity and live a peaceful
and collective life in this world.

On the other hand with the rapid increase of human knowledge,
man began to question the doctrine of religious belief and ultimately
the concept of science developed. When man became able to gather
more knowledge about his life and the role of nature, the dependency
on the blind faith of supernatural causes decreased and man could
concentrate on the developmental activities for better livelihood which
was prevented by the influence of irrational belief. Science has played
a very vital role in the development and speedy progress of human
knowledge. In the present day science and technology has gone far
ahead leaving behind the religion and literature and today we have the
age of science and technology. Even there is myth that Science has
superseded religion as the main source of knowledge and guidance in
the present human society.

As science started to question the rationality of many religious
doctrines, conflict between the two started. The conflict between
science and religion has been started from 16" century on the clash of
Galileo Galilee with the Church regarding his scientific view on the
solar system after the discovery of telescope. But as the importance of
both religion and science in the human society cannot be ignored, it
was felt necessary to have some meaningful relationship between the
two fields of knowledge.
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Accordingly the Physicist and theologian, Ian Barbour, formulated four
board categories or models for relating science and religion.® The first
one is Conflict Model, according to which some intellectuals hold that
religion is entirely opposite to science or the science invalidates
religion. The second model is Independence Model which insists that
Science and Religion are clearly different to such an extent that
conflict between the two is not possible and both are valid in their
respective field. The third one is Dialogue Model which argues that
although science and religion are distinct in their approach towards
knowledge, both have implications on each other and none can ignore
the importance of other. The last and fourth one is Integration Model
which opines that religion supports the scientific adventure of
discovery and this model is also called Mutual Support Model. It is
interesting that competent and successful scientists can be found in all
four categories of relationship between the two sources of knowledge.’®

1.2.1. COMPATIBILITY OF RELIGION WITH
SCIENCE

Both religion and science are the effect of evolution of intelligence in
human being. This led to the development of religion, both pagan and
codified.>® Actually each religion has two aspects: one ethical and
other dogmatic. In ethical aspect every religion has universality in
their teaching approach for the development of humanity irrespective
of all differences between man and man. As such the ethical aspect of
all religions is compatible with science. Moreover, proper utilization of
scientific knowledge can help man to understand the different
attributes of God as the Creator and Sustainer of the universe.

Since both religion and science have a common mission to propagate
knowledge for well being of humankind, many researchers of the
Qur'an firmly believe that scientific knowledge can be used to
understand the divine knowledge revealed in the Qur'an and according
to many Islamic scholars of the present day world, sincere study and
interpretation of the revelations of the Qur’an reflects board based
conformity between the knowledge of modern scientific theories and
knowledge revealed in the Qur’an.

13



1.2.2. SCIENTISTS OF FAITH

The scientists are not deeply concerned with the existence of the
creator of the universe. They remain indifferent whether their work is
going in favour of God or against. Their primary concern is the search
for knowledge for unearthing the truth. Many of them have given their
opinion only occasionally. In the present world most of the scientists
are naturalists and only a few are believers in God. But the believers
have the opinion that since there is a planner and maker behind the
easiest man made machine, why there will not be a creator of the
complex nature and natural laws. When one sees the green charming
paddy field, he cannot deny the role of farmers behind it. There is
accurate law and order everywhere in the nature which fascinated the
human being.

According to the Quran there is a controller behind the well disciplined
natural laws and phenomena who is supernatural in relation to the
humankind. This Quranic thought about the supernatural force has
been accepted by many famous scientists of the world like Albert
Einstein, Isaac Newton and others. They opined that there is a
controller behind all the mysteries of the universe who have the
supernatural power and knowledge. His creation and mysteries can be
realized but his existence cannot be imagined.

There are many other scientists who had faith on the creator and
sustainer of the universe. To mentions names of few amongst them
are Roger Bacon (1220-1292), Francis Bacon (1561-1626), Galileo
Galilei (1564-1642), Johannes Kepler (1571-1630), Blaise Pascal
(1623-1662), Robert Boyle (1627-1691),Sir William Herschel ( 1738-
1822), Humphrey Davy (1778-1829), Michel Faraday (1791-1872),
Louis Pasteur (1822-1895), J.J.Thomson (1856-1940), Georges
Lemaitre ( 1894-1966), Max Planck (1858-1947). In modern age there
are also many scientists who have faith on the Almighty God e.g
William Philips, Prof Walter L. Bradley, Dr. Allen Sandage, Prof
Kenneth Cumming, Mehdi Golshani, Hugh Ross, Michael J. Behe and
many others.’® (How the Quran Guides Science pp92-133)

In the present world, the definition of science has been widen to cover
the knowledge of all subjects besides those belong to natural sciences.
Accordingly the identities of the scientists have been changed and
today we have social scientists also. The prophet ( Prophets are men
chosen by Allah from time to time as His messengers in the earth with
revelations that contain the guidance for human being for living a
righteous and peaceful life.) of Islam, Hazrat Muhammad may be
considered as a great social scientist of faith .
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1.2.3. INCOMPATIBILITY OF RELIGION WITH
SCIENCE

In spite of tremendous influence of both religion and science on the
humankind it is an evident fact that there is inherent incompatibility
between certain aspects of religion and science. Particularly the
dogmatic part of any religion cannot be brought into coexistence with
scientific way of thought. Moreover, there is a notion among the mass
people particularly among the religious fundamentalists that science
and religions are opposite to each other and the two cannot be taken
at the same platform because science doesn’t care for any creator or
regulator of the universe whereas the main theme of religious belief is
the acceptance of the existence of God, the creator and sustainer of
the universe.

Since both religion and science are wide spread and have dogmatic
believers, such a notion is obvious. In this regard the Muslims are not
an exception; rather they are also in the same boat. Such negative
thinking often leads to create unscientific mentality among the mass
people, which has erected a large barrier to establish a science
oriented society in this era of speedy scientific development and by
and large our present society is still religion oriented where the people
are divided on the basis of individual religious belief ignoring the
humanity. Though, there is a philosophy of secularism prevalent world
wide, but it rejects or ignores religious belief and creates a notion that
all religious activities are against the noble efforts for welfare of
human society through the application of rational ideas and scientific
knowledge.

The scientific methods are in contradiction to the way of religion or
faith which is based on the concept that truth will be revealed by God
in the religious books of knowledge and it will be only perfect method
of solving all problems. But the existence of God cannot be proved in
the laboratory by any experiment. However, the science is unable to
put forward any world view acceptable to the humankind.

1.2.4. ALL MAJOR RELIGIONS HAVE THE BOOKS
OF KNOWLEDGE:

All the major religions in the world have their respective book(s) of
knowledge for guidance of its followers. The books were revealed to
messengers of God usually called prophets, the greatest of whom are
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad (42:13).
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The Qur'an also states in many of its revelations regarding previous
books of knowledge revealed to the prophets earlier to Hazrat
Muhammad ( Pbuh).In this connection the Qur’an proclaims as follows:
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And in their footsteps, We sent Jesus, the son of Mary, confirming the
Torah that had come before him. And We sent him the Gospel: there in
was guidance and light. And confirmation of the Torah that had come
before him; a guidance and an admonition for to those who fear Allah.

(05:46)°

The Qur'an has mentioned about only four books by name including
itself though various books of guidance were given to the different
nations at different ages of human history. The Torah (Old
Testament), The Zaboor (Psalms), The Injeel ( the New Testament)
and the Qur’an are the four great books of guidance as mentioned in
the Qur’an. These are called Kitabs while small books of guidance were
given which are called Sahifas. The Qur‘an proclaims it to be the final
book of revelation from Allah which is still pure and free from any
corruption of change or alteration.

The major religions like Christianism, Islamism, Hinduism, Judaism,
Sikhism etc have the books of knowledge as The Bible, The Qur’an,
The Vedas and Upanishad, The Torah and the Gurugrantha Sahib etc
respectively. These are generally referred as sacred books of
knowledge by the followers of the respective religions. However, the
Qur'an has a special feature that it has revealed to Hazrat Muhammad
(Pbuh) step by step as per needs of situation during a long span of
about twenty three years. It is found that Islam is a religion as named
by Allah in the Qur'an (05:03) and it is not Mohammedanism as many
times manipulated by some scholars with vested interest. Moreover,
the followers of islam are called Muslims in the Qur'an (22:78) and not
Mohammedans as mentioned by many western writers. Actually, Islam
started from the first man Adam who was a prophet according to the
Quran and completed at the time of Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh) being
the last prophet.
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THE QUR’AN: A BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE

* Picture source: Internet
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SECTION - I11
THE QUR’AN: A BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE

It is needless to mention that for an in-depth study on the
scientific indications in the Qur’an, it is of paramount importance
to have a first hand idea on its origin and the features as a book
of knowledge for the humankind. Particularly, this is more
important for the Qur'an, as the same is believed to have the
divine origin. The Qur’an proclaims:

A.L.R ; These are the Ayats of the Book of Wisdom. (10:01)".
Here the term ‘Kitabil Hakim’ means Book of Wisdom or Philosophy.
This implies that the Quran introduces itself as treasure house of

wisdom for mankind .The same idea has also been reflected in other
verse such as 31:02. In this connection the following verses may also

be considered:
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By the Qur'an, full of Wisdom,- (36:2) *°
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For we had certainly sent unto them a Book, based on Knowledge, which
We explained in detail — a guide and a mercy to all who believe. (07:52)'3

The above verse states that the Qur’an is a book of knowledge
which guides humankind towards the right path to live a peaceful
and successful life on the earth. There are a few other relevant
verses as follows:
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O mankind! Verily there hath come to you a convincing proof from your
lord for We have sent unto you a light (that is) manifest. (04:174).14

Another verse may be considered (English translation):

Believe, therefore, in Allah and His Messenger, and in the Light which
We have sent down. And Allah is well acquainted with all that ye do.
(64:08)15

Here the Qur’an has been regarded as the light that is
manifested as the proof of existence of Almighty Allah. As light
shows right path, the Qur'an has been regarded as light for the
people. The following verse may also be considered:

-
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( Here 1s) is a Book which we have sent down unto thee, full of blessings,

that they may mediate on its Signs, and that men of understanding may
receive admonition. (38:29)6

In the above revelation, it is informed that the Qur’an is blessing
to the mankind and man should mediate on its teachings, so that
they may receive admonition.The Qur‘an has the unique distinction of
a great scripture which is read by maximum numbers of people in the
world. Since, it has also been translated in all major languages of the
world to fulfill the needs of the interested people particularly Muslims
who are living in the different parts of this glove having different mother
tongues, it has influenced the life of crores of people throughout the
world. In the twenty first century the world population has crossed six
hundred fifty crores. Of this vast population, about one fourth are
Muslims. Their religious as well as social life is guided by the great
scripture Al-Qur’an i.e the principal book of the religion of Islam. It is
the unique Book, which has the credit of producing a religion, a culture,
a community and even a civilization. Every aspect of human life is
guided by this great book. The Qur'an is the only scripture, which first
coordinated the reason, intellect and religious faith.
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The Qur’an is not merely a religious book. The main theme of this great
book is the relationship between the creator and humankind, the best of
creation. Throughout the entire book, it speaks of the oneness of Allah;
the Almighty.!” It claims itself to be the last and final edition of divine
guide book for the entire humanity which shows the right path in all
matters of human life for ever. The Qur’an Proclaims:
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O mankind! There hath come to you an admonition from your Lord and a
healing for the (diseases) in your hearts, - and for those who believe, a
Guidance and a Mercy. (10:57)18
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These are clear evidences to men, and a Guidance and Mercy to those
with assured Faith (45:20)™°

There are some other relevant revelations mentioned below in English
translation:

And We have explained to man in this Qu'ran, every kind of similitude, yet
the greater part of men refuse (to receive it) except with ingratitude.

(17:89)2°

We have put forth for men, in the Qur'an every kind of Parable, in order
that they may receive admonition. (39:27)*!

But it is nothing less than a Message to all the Worlds. (68:52)22

The Quran is not a book in conventional meaning of the term. It
cannot be categorized as a general type or specialized and even as
religious book presenting information, Ideas or arguments relating to
different subjects in a systematic and coherent way?3. It does not deal
with any specific topic as we normally find in the books and authors we
come across.?* Rather, the Qur‘an is the compilation of the verses of
Allah (God), the Almighty, the creator and sustainer of the universe as
believed by the Muslims of the world.
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Though there is no direct proof that the Qur'an was revealed from
Allah, but it can be justified from the pages of the Qur’an itself. It may
be termed as the knowledge revealed from Allah, the Almighty
transmitted to the humankind in human language. The Qur'an
proclaims:

For We had certainly sent unto them a Book, based on knowledge, which
We explained in detail; - a guide and mercy to all who believe. (07:52)%5

Actually; the Qur’an itself claims it to be the holy book of guidance to
the humankind in all aspects of their life. Hence, the Qur'an may be
referred as guide book for human life. It is the fountainhead of Divine
guidance for every believer in Islam.

It is stated in the Quran that it is the last testament in a series
of divine revelations from Allah i.e The Qur’an is the final revelation of
Allah to the humankind. In fact the Qur‘an is the eternal and literal
words of the Lord of the universe. The Qur'an proclaims:
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Verily it is We Who have revealed the Book to thee in Truth: so serve
Allah, offering Him sincere devotion. (39:02)2°

The knowledge revealed through the Qur'an may be considered
religious, philosophic and also many a times scientific, none does
exclude other. It may said that the knowledge in the Qur‘an is neither
religious nor scientific, rather it is a united whole. It indicates to build
the knowledge on the basis of revelation and experience.?’

To signify knowledge, the word 'Ilm’ is frequently used in the Qur’‘an.
'IIm’ here does not refers only the admonitions for living a regulated
life, rather it covers wide varieties of subjects like science, literature,
history, philosophy, sociology i.e all aspects of the human world. The
Qur’an by its many revelations insists for a meaningful reading with
proper understanding of its deep knowledge. The Qur‘an proclaims:
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A Book, whereof the verses are explained in detail- a Qur’an in Arabic, for

people who understand ;-( 41:03)?8

The following revelations may also be considered:
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And We have indeed made the Qur’an easy to understand and remember:
then there is any that will receive admonition? (54:17)29
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And We have made ( this scripture) easy in thy language only that they
may heed. (44:58)°°

The above verses clearly states that since the Quran was first revealed
before the people having mother tongue Arabic, it was revealed in
their own language making it easy so that they understand and gather
knowledge for their guidance in right path to have peaceful life on the
earth.

The Quran claims it to be the conclusive word of Allah and mankind

has no option to think otherwise but to believe and obey its teachings.
The Quran proclaims:
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Lo! this (Qur’an) is a conclusive word.(86:13)3"
Actually, the Quran is such a great book which contains all branches of

knowledge such as Science, Philosophy, Logic, History, Geography,
Sociology, Ethics etc.
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1.3.1.THE MEANING OF ‘QURAN’ AND NOMENCLATURE
OF THE DIVINE BOOK

The word ‘Qur‘an’ literally means that which is recited. When
Gabriel brought the first revelation to Hazrat Muhammad ( Pbuh) in
the cave of Mount Hira, he was commanded to recite (96:01) and that
is why the compilation of revelations received is designated as Al-
Qur‘an i.e The Reading or Recitation. Thus, the Qur’an is the recitation
of a man who is claimed to have neither read the previous divine
scriptures nor written a word (29:48). Actually the word Quran is
derived from Qara’a Yagra’u which literally means to collect but later
on this word used for reading, as the words and letters are collected
together while reading.??

The Quran addresses itself as ‘Quranum-Mazid’ i.e Glorious Qur’an
(85:21); AI-Qur,anul Adhim i.e the Great Qur‘an (15:87); Qur’anul
Karim i.e a Most Honourable Qur‘an (56:77); Al-Qur'anul Hakim i.e the
Qur’an full of Wisdom (36:02). Al-Qur‘an has many other names, some
scholars has counted fifty-five names of Al-Qur‘an as they have
counted attributes of the great scripture.

Actually, Al-Qur‘an has five names viz.Al-Qur'an (The Reading), Al-
Furqan (The Criterion), Az-Zikr (The Advice), Al-Kitab (The Book),
Al-Tanzeel (The Revelation). It is named Al-Furgan as it differentiates
between Truth and Falsehood (25:01), Al-Zikr as it is full of advices
and true incidents of the past which in turn makes a sane person wiser
(15:09), Al-Kitab as it collects past incidents and makes ( things) clear
(26:01), Al-Tanzeel as it is a revelaled book from the God (Allah)
(26:192) 33 Some attributes like ‘Sharif’ (Noble), Muqaddas (Holy)
are many times added to the Quran as a mark of respect though such
attributes were not reveled by Allah.

The Quran is the most widely read book in the world. It was daily read
in Prayers by the crores of Muslims irrespective of gender, colour,
tribe, community etc across the globe. It is also studied in Mosque,
Maktab, Madrassa, School, College, university and research institutions
all over the world.

24



1.3.2. THE ORIGIN OF THE QUR’AN

At the age of 40 years Hazrat Muhammad ( Pbuh), an Arab of Mecca
while in meditation at the cave of mount Hira received the first
revelation when archangel Gabriel appeared there with the message of
Allah , the Almighty. The very first revelation is:

T
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The English meaning of the verses:

Proclaim! (or Read ) in the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, Who created
—(96:01)34

Created man out of a leech-like clot. (96:02)35

Proclaim! And thy Lord is Most Bountiful,- (96:03)3¢

He Who taught (the use of) the Pen,- (96:04)37

Taught man that which he knew not. (96:05)38

Since then until his departure from this world he used to receive the
revelations from the Lord of the universe from time to time as the
same continued at Mecca as well as in Medina. The Gabriel kept on
revealing to him piece-meal till his death. The Qur‘an says:
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(It is a Revelation) sent down by (Him), the exalted in Might, the Most
Merciful (36: 05)39

The revelation of the book is from Allah, the Exalted in power, full of
Wisdom. (45:02) 4°
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(This is) the Revelation of the Book in which there is no doubt,- from the
Lord of the Worlds.( 32:2)+

The same information has been given to mankind in many other
revelations out of which the following numbered revelations are
notable.

(04:82),( 39: 01), (45:02), (46:02), ( 13:01), (40:02), (41:02),
(56:80), ( 39: 01), (25:06), (44:3 ), (81:27), (97:1), (69:43)

The Qur’an also declares that it was revealed for the mankind in the
month of Ramdwan, the 9" month of the Arabic lunar year and
reached to the people in long period of almost twenty three years
(02:185).The Qur‘an was transformed to Hazrat Muhammad through
the arch angel Gabriel. The Qur’an states:
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Say:The Holy Spirit hath revealed it from thy Lord with truth, that it may
confirm (the faith of) those who believe, and as guidance and a good
tidings for those who have surrendered (to Allah). (16:102)42

A few more revelation in English translation:

And Lo! It is a revelation of the Lord of the worlds (26:192) 43
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Which the True spirit hath brought down (26: 193)4

And verily, it is in the Mother of the Book, with Us, high (in dignity), full
of wisdom. (43:04)4

The Qur'an does not contain anything which is the product of human
mind. So the prophet is not the author of the Qur’an rather he was a
man and a Warner who was nominated by the Almighty to receive the
knowledge for true guidance of the humankind. The Qur’an proclaims:
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The English translation of the verse runs as: Muhammad is no more
than a Messanger: many were the Messangers that passed away before
Him.....ooeeeeee. . (03:144)46

A few more revelations (English translation) may be considered:

And thou (O Muhammad) was not a reader of any scripture before it, nor
didst thou write it with thy right hand, for then might those have doubted,
who follow falsehood. (29:48)%

...... this Quran hath been revealed to me by inspiration. ....... (06:19)48
We sent thee not, but as a Mercy for all creatures (21:107)49

Lo! As for thee (Muhammad), thou verily receivest the Qur’an from the
presence of One Wise, Aware (27:06)5°

In Arabic language, the revelation is called *‘WAHY’. This word ‘WAHY’
in Arabic has many literal meanings viz. to write, to send, what is to
be sent, to inculcate, to subjugate, to put some good or bad words in
heart, that word which is put in heart, order and intuition or inspiration
etc.®! In case of the Qur‘an, the term ‘WAHY’ means words of Allah
revealed to His prophets. WAHY or revelations may be termed as
communication of information or knowledge by Allah to His messenger
i.e the prophet concerned
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Allah first created this universe and created the man with the faculties
of senses and the intelligence, yet it was impossible for the man to
know the absolute infinite reality with the help of these limited
faculties. That is why, Allah came to man’s rescue by sending His
Guidance in the form of 'WAHY’ through Prophets. He sent His
messengers with the book as guidance, admonition and a criterion to
differentiate between truth and falsehood and also between right and
wrong. The Qur‘an is a confirmation of revelations propagated by the
earlier prophets.

1.3.3. THE PRESERVATION AND COMPILATION
OF THE QUR’AN

The prophet was unlettered and the revelations were sent to him by
inspiration through Arch angel Gabriel. Many times he used to come to
the prophet in the likeness of man. The revelation received by the
prophet as if it were inscribed at his heart. However, these were
recited by the prophet and many Muslims learnt the same by heart.

The entire Quran was revealed piecemeal over a long period of
twenty-three years i.e from 610 to 632 C.E according to the needs and
circumstances of time. And as such it was not possible to preserve it
as a written book during the lifetime of the prophet. The last revelation
that now appears as verse 3 in surah 5 was revealed shortly prior to
the demise of the prophet.

Accordingly, its preservation was done more through memory
than pen and paper. Hence primary method of preserving the
Revelations of the Qur'an was memorization and since the Qur'an was
revealed gradually over twenty-three years, it made easier to commit
to memory. Even people who memorize the Qur'an were regarded high
in the community particularly for the prophet said that learning and
memorizing the Qur’an is immensely rewarded by Allah.

Since Muhammad (Pbuh) was illiterate and therefore appointed
scribes to carry out the task of writing the revelations and they wrote
on whatever materials were available at that time such as pieces of
cloth, leather, palm-fibre even bones and stones. However, as
mentioned above, the Primary method of preserving was memorization
of the revelations which was encouraged by Muhammad (Pbuh).
Moreover, the prophet also reviewed the Qur'an with the Angel Gabriel
once each year and twice in last year of his life. *3
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The Quran had been carefully recorded and verified in a number of
ways during the lifetime of the prophet to avoid any possible error
though the surah were still fragmented on the scraps on which they
were noted down. The revelations were arranged to its present order
under the direct guidance of the prophet.>*

The Qur'an is divided into thirty parts and this holy book is
comprised of 114 chapters, each called Sura (plural suwar) in Arabic. A
revelation of the Quran is called aya (plural ayat) in Arabic. The total
number of revelations in the Qur'an is counted to be 6666.However,
there are some revelations repeated. The Chapters (Suwar) are further
subdivided in to a humber of sections called ruku’ah . Actually every
Sura of the Qur'an is a segment of revelations received by Hazrat
Muhammad (Pbuh) at a certain stage of his mission for the
propagation of the religion. As such every Sura has occasional
background which knowledge is essential for interpreting the
revelations of the Qur’an. For the convenience of reciting in the month
of holy Ramjan, the entire Qur’an is divided into thirty parts; each part
is called a ‘Parah’. However, as like other traditional books of human
creation, the different chapters, sections of the Quran generally do not
deals with any specific or major theme.

During the Caliphate of Abu Bakkar and there after Umar ibn al-
Khattab the Quran was compiled into manuscripts, each being one
surah or chapter. However the next Caliph Uthman took initiative and
made standard copy of the Qur‘an in a single volume.

He sent such copies at different Islamic centers some of which are
also presently available in Tashkent (USSR) and Istanbul. Dr. Maurice
Bucaille in his book ‘What is the Origin of Man?' has made remarks:
‘Today’s editions of the Qur’an are all faithfull reproduction of the
original copies. In the case of the Qur’an, there are no instances of
rewriting or corruption of the text over the course of time.' Since then,
the Qur‘an has remained unchanged. Therefore, it is accepted as a
historical truth that the present text of the Qur’an is exactly the same
as reveled to the prophet as the Words of Allah, the Almighty.
Particularly, the Qur'an was compiled in a volume under the
supervision of the Caliph Uthman and other companions of the prophet
who had the advantage of being checked by such people who learnt
the Qur‘an by heart during the lifetime of the prophet.

How can we be sure that the revelations were correctly recorded so
many centuries ago and it has not gone through additions, deletions
and corruptions since then? In fact Qur'an is the scripture that claims
its preservation.
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Allah Himself has undertaken to preserve the Qur’an in its original
form i.e the Qur’an itself has claimed about its preservation. There are
numerous verses that make the claim very clear and the following are
prominently mentioned:
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We have, without doubt, sent down the Message, and We shall assuredly
guard it ( from corruption).(15:9)55
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The Word of my Lord doth find its fulfillment in truth and in justice: none
can change His words: for He is the one Who heareth and knoweth all.
(06:115)56
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No falsehood can approach it from before or behind it: it is sent down by
One Full of Wisdom, worthy of all Praise (41:42)57

Besides the above there are more revelations, some of which are
mentioned below in English translation:

This Qur’an is not such as can be produced by other than Allah; on the
contrary it is a confirmation of (revelation) that went before it , and a
fuller explanation of the Book- wherein there is no doubt- from the Lord of
the Worlds. (10:37)58

For them are Glad Tidings, in the life of the Present and in the Hereafter:
no change can there be in the Words of Allah. This indeed the supreme
Triumph. (10:64)59

And recite (and teach) what has been revealed to thee of the Book of thy
Lord: none can change His words and none wilt thou find as a refuge
other than Him (18:27)%
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And verily, it is in the Mother of the Book, with us, high (in dignity), full of
wisdom.(43:4)°%*

Move not thy tongue concerning the (Qur'an) to make haste therewith.

(75:16)%2
It is for Us to collect it and to recite it: (75:17 ) 3

In a Book well-guarded, (56:78)54

Therefore, it may be claimed without hesitation that the only revealed
book at the hand of man today which has been preserved with exact
language and words as revealed from Allah (God) is the Qur’an since
the previous revelations were corrupted with human modifications.
Today we have the same Qur’an with us, as was reveled to Hazrat
Muhammad ( Pbuh) and nowadays millions of copies of the Qur'an are
in circulation throughout the world . In day and night every time every
where it has been being recited by the believers at various places like
mosques, homes, madrassas and such other places of religious
importance.

1.3.4. THE LANGUAGE OF THE QUR'AN

The Qur'an states all prophets were given divine books in their
respective language, so that they may advise them to the path of God
easily. The Qur'an proclaims:
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We sent not a messenger except (to teach) in the language of his (own)
people in order to make (things) clear to them. ...... (14:04)%

The Qur'an has been revealed in Arabic Language which belongs to
the family of Semitic languages. In the present world almost 260
millions of people have the spoken language is Arabic. Now, this
language is one of the six official languages of United Nations
Organization. The Quran declares about its language:

El

© osls KL 1552 Boo el 3B

We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an, in order that ye may learn
wisdom (12:02)%6
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We have made it a Qur’an in Arabic, that ye may be able to understand
(43:03)%7
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Thus We have sent this down- an Arabic Qur’an- and explained therein
detail some of the warnings, in order that they may fear Allah, or that it
may cause their remembrance ( of Him). (20:113)%8

Many other verses of the Qur'an such as, (39:28), (41.03), (42:07),
(43:03), have reflected on the same matter. Even the Qur‘an has
agrued on its language pointing out that if the Qur'an would have been
given in other language than Arabic, the Arab people would show the
plea of different language of the prophet and the Qur’an.(41:44).
Another reason for the language of the Qur’an in Arabic is that Arab
people may easily understand and give heed to its teachings. The
Qur’an proclaims:
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Verily, we have made this (Qur’an) easy, in thy tongue, in order that they
may give heed. (44:58)%

One more verse in English may be considered:

And we make (this scripture) easy in thy tongue (O Mohammad) only that
thou may bear good tidings therewith unto those who ward off (evil), and
therewith the forward folk ( 19:97)"°

The Quran being the divine book is generally regarded as
untranslatable. However, translations as well as interpretation of the
verses of the Qur‘an are available in almost all the major languages in
the world. But no translation of the holy book can be accepted as to
have the holiness of the Qur'an, since this divine book was revealed in
Arabic only. So there may be English translation or Bengali or
translation in any other language of the Qur‘an but the Qur’an is in
Arabic only.
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1.3.5. THE OBJECTIVES OF THE QUR’AN

The Quran is the blessing of the Almighty Allah for the all
mankind. It is the Message and Guidance to the righteous people. The
Qur'an is the constitution for the entire mankind and clear guidebook
for the believers in God. The Quran states:

Sealaal] 55730 Sa Lo
But it is nothing less than a Message to all the Worlds. (68:52)7

The Qur’an declares it being the Mercy and Blessing towards the
humankind.
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These are clear evidences to men, and a Guidance and Mercy to those of
assured Faith (45:20)7?
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Blessed is He Who sent down the Criterion to His servant, that it may be
an admonition to all creatures:- (25:01)73

Some more revelations in English translation may be considered:
Verily this is no less than a Message to (all) the Worlds ( 81:27)74

Ramadhan is the (month) in which was sent down the Quran as a guide
to mankind, and also clear (Signs) for guidance and judgement( between
the right and the wrong)......(02:185)75

Verily this Qur’an doth guide to that which is most right (or stable) , and
giveth the glad tidings to the believers who work deeds of righteousness,
that they shall have a magnificent reward (17:09)7°
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The Qur‘an describes itself as a book to clear things for the people
those who differ and as a guide and mercy for the believers (16:64)
and it is the true Guidance and chastisement who rejects the
existence of Lord of the Universe (45:11). It also declares to be the
healer of the human heart. In this regard, it proclaims:
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O mankind! There hath come to you an admonition from your Lord and a
healing for the (diseases) in your hearts, - and for those who believe, a
Guidance and a Mercy. (10:57)77

More revelations in English translation may be considered:

Here is a plan statement to men, a guidance and instruction to those who
fear Allah! (03:138)78

We have explained in detail in this Qur’an , for the benefit of the mankind,
every kind of similitude but man is, in most things, contentious. (18:54)79

A.L.R. A Book which We have revealed unto thee, in order that thou
mightiest lead mankind out of the depths of darkness into light- by the
leave of their Lord- to the way of (Him) the exalted in Power, Worthy of
all praise!- (14:01)%°

The main purpose the Qur‘an as declared by Allah is to guide the
righteous people towards light from the depth of darkness (14:01),
(57:09) .It was sent down to guide mankind to the right path and
make them able to judge between right and wrong. (02:158)

The main theme of this divine book is the relationship between
the human being and the creator. The Qur'an lays down a
comprehensive code for man for living a righteous and peaceful life.
However, it confirms the revelations given to earlier prophets since the
same are not available in exact form of their origin and people had
forgotten the right deeds. The Qur’an proclaims:
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Lo! It is naught else than a reminder for all peoples. (38:88)%
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This great book calls people to worship one Allah alone and follow
his guidance as put forward by the prophet for their betterment in the
present world as well as in the after world. To warn humankind the
Qur’an has also mentioned the fate of people who were once living in
the earth creating chaos and were wrong doers as they disobeyed
instructions of Allah. Accordingly the Qur’an contains revelations,
which can be divided under four categories such as beliefs,
commandments, stories and examples or parables. Man has been
advised to follow the unlettered messenger for their guidance as sent
by only and only one God Who gives life and death (07:158).

1.3.6. THE SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE QUR’AN

It has already been mentioned that the Qur’an is not a book in the
conventional meaning of term. The Qur'an also claims it to have divine
origin. Since it is not written by any author as believed by the
followers of the religion of Islam, it has many special features.
Followings are the some important features of the Qur'an.

1.3.6.1: THE QUR’AN IS THE VERSE OF ALLAH (GOD):

The prophet of Islam never claimed himself as the author of the
Qur'an, rather he always stated that the great book was reveled from
Allah. But even in the presentday world many people have the
misconception of Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh) as the writer of the Qur‘an
and founder of the the religion of Islam.

But Islam was followed and propagated first by Hazrat Adam (Pbuh),
the first man on the earth and afterwards Allah has sent different
messengers to the different communities of humankind spread over
the world from time immemorial. Lastly, Allah has sent Hazrat
Muhammad (Pbuh) as the final messenger for all the mankind for all
times to come. The Qur'an mentions:
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We sent thee not, but as a Mercy for all creatures (21:107)52
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The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the Exalted in Power, Full of
Wisdom.( 39: 01)%3

Alif, Lam, Ra . (This is) a scripture the revelations whereof are perfected
and then expounded. (It cometh) from One Wise, Informed. (11:01).84
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O mankind! Verily there hath come to you a convincing proof from your
lord for We have sent unto you a light (that is) manifest. (04:174)%5

One more revelation in English translation is:

We do relate unto thee, the most beautiful of stories, in that We reveal to
thee this (portion of) Qur’an; before this thou too was among those who
knew it not (12:03)%¢

As mentioned earlier it is to be noted that the Qur'an claims itself to

be the verse of God. It is not the claim of any human being. The
Qur’an proclaims:
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The revelations of the Scripture whereof there is no doubt is from the Lord
of the Worlds (32:02)%
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This Qur’an is not such as can be produced by other than Allah; on the
contrary it is a confirmation of (revelation) that went before it , and a
fuller explanation of the Book- wherein there is no doubt- from the Lord of
the Worlds. (10:37)38

It is interesting to note that the revelations of the Qur‘an are in the
form of dictation given by Almighty Allah. The speaker in the Qur'an is
generally in first person as if Allah ( God) directly taking to man on the
earth.

It is the Wisdom of Allah that the Quran was revealed to the last and
final messenger who was Ummi i.e unlettered so that man would not
have slightest of doubt about its Divine origin. The Quran proclaims:

Say; “O men! I am sent unto you all, as the Messenger of Allah, ..... .....
................ The unlettered prophet who believeth in Allah and His Words:
follow him that (so) ye may be guided”(07:158)%9

Some people of Mecca alleged that Hazrat Muhammad ( Pbuh) learnt
the Qur’an from Roman blacksmith , who was a Christian working at
the outskirts of the town and whom the prophet often visited. In this
context the Qur’an proclaims (English translation):

We know indeed that they say, “It is a man that teaches him”. The tongue
of him they wickedly point to is notably foreign, while this is Arabic, pure
and clear. (16:103) 9°

There were some other allegation regarding plagiarism of the prophet,
but all are baseless. The Qur‘an more than 300 times used the
imperative term ‘Say’. That means it instructed the prophet to tell the
people the saying of Almighty. So it is rational to conclude that the
Qur’an is a compilation of Divine Words in human language.

Many Islamic scholars argue that if this holy Book is not divine one, it
is impossible to give scientific indications about 1400 years ago that
have been discovered in modern times. There are many miracles
whichhave been noticed in this great book of human history. It is
already mentioned that the Qur’an has declared it to be easy to
understand and remember. And it is surprising that millions of people
on the earth have the Qur’an in their heart as they have memorized
the whole Qur‘an with all sincerity and holiness and in different
countries of the world there are madrassas (Islamic schools) has been
running by the Muslim community to create Hafiz i.e who learn the
whole Qur'an by heart.
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The Qur'an being the last book of divine revelations contains the
unaltered and direct words of God, revealed through the Angel Gibrael,
to the last and final prophet some 1400 years ago. The Qur’an states:
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Alif,lam, Mim,Ra. Theses are the verses of the scripture. That which is
revealed unto thee from thy Lord is the Truth, but most of mankind
believes not. (13:01)*

As such the Muslims hold it to be literal word of Allah revealed to His
Messanger, Muhammad in the 7" Century after Jesus. The following
verses of the Qur’an in English translation may confirm the belief.

Nor does he say (aught) of (his own) Desire (53:03)°°

It is no less than inspiration sent down to him (53:04)%
(This is) a Message sent down from the Lord of the Worlds ( 69:43) 94

Move not thy tongue concerning the (Qur’an) to make haste therewith, It
is for Us to collect it and to recite it. But when We have recited it, follow
thou its recital ( as promulgated) , (75: 16-18)95

And thou was not (able) to recite a Book before this (Book came), nor art
thou (able) to transcribe it with thy right hand: in that case, indeed,
would the talkers of vanities have doubted. (29:48)9°

The Qur’‘an proclaims that it was not brought by the devil (Satan) as
claimed by some Makkans. The following revelations in English
translation may kindly be noted.

And the unbelievers would almost trip thee up with their eyes when they
hear the Message; and they say: “Surely he is possessed! (68:51)97

But it is nothing less than a Message to all the Worlds. (68:52)98

The Satans did not bring it down; (26:210)%°
It is not meet for them, nor is it in their power. (26:211)°°
Indeed they are banished from hearing it (26:212)°1
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1.3.6.2. THE QUR'AN HAS NO HUMAN AUTHOR:

It is already mentioned that neither Muhammad (Pbuh), the prophet of
Islam nor the Archangel Gabriel ever claimed the authorship of this
divine book. Rather they claimed it to be the verses from Allah, the
Creator and Sustainer of the universe. From our common experience
we know that there are people in the world who copy the writings of
others and try to publish the same as own composition. But here is the
opposite situation. Though the revelations were received by the
mankind through the prophet Muhammad (Pbuh), he always told these
as verses of Allah, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. As such
the Qur’an has no human author.

1.3.6.3. THE QUR'AN DECLARES THAT THERE IS NO
DOUBT IN IT:

Perhaps it is the only religious scripture, which declares that there is
no doubt in it. The Qur‘an proclaims:
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This is the Book, in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to those who fear
Allah.(02:02)102
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The revelations of the Scripture whereof there is no doubt is from the Lord
of the Worlds (32:02)'%

1.3.6.4. THE QUR’'AN CHALLENGES THE DOUBTFUL
PEOPLE

When the Qur'an started to reveal to Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh), many
people of Mecca expressed their doubt in its divine origin. Since the
prophet was illiterate many of his opponents attacked blaming him as
magician, soothsayer, mad etc. In such a situation the Qur‘an itself
took up the issue and sent challenges to its criticizers. It asserts
repeatedly that the Qur’an is not a human’s work rather it is direct
revelation from God, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. The
Qur’an proclaims:
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Or do they say, “He fabricated the (Message)”? Nay, they have no
faith!(52:33)1%
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Let them then produce a saying like unto it, - if (it be) they speak the
Truth! (52:34)%5

In a few other verses the challenge of the Quran has been echoed
which are as follows:
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Or they say: He hath invented it. Say: Then bring ten surahs (Chapters),
the like thereof, invented, and call on everyone ye can beside Allah,if ye
are truthful! (11:13)¢
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And if ye are in doubt as to what We have revealed from time to time to
Our servant, then produce a sura like thereunto; and call your witnesses
or helpers (if there are any) beside Allah, if you are truthful. (02:23)7
The Qur’an also proclaims:
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But if ye cannot- and of a surety ye cannot- then fear the Fire whose fuel
is Men and Stones,- which is prepared for those who reject Faith (
02:24)108

One more revelation in English translation is :
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Or say they: He hath invented it? Say: Then bring a stirah like unto it,
and call (for help) on all ye can besides Allah, if you are truthful (10:39)*°9

Another revelation may be considered:
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Say: verily, though mankind and the Jinn should assemble to produce the
like of this Qur’an, they could not produce the like thereof though they
were helpers of one another. (17:88)1°

At first the Qur‘an challenged to the unbelievers to produce a recital
like it. After that it simplified the challenge and invited them to
produce ten Suras like the Qur'an. However, the Qur'an further
simplified the challenge and offered for only one Sura like it. Even it
suggested them to take help from their helpers if any. Lastly it
asserted that even if mankind and Jinn assemble together they will not
be able to produce as like Qur'an.It is noted that the Qur'an has total
114 chapters, the smallest among these comprising of only three
verses.

When the Qur‘an was revealed Arab literature was at its peak and
there were good number of experts engaged in literary activities. A
few pagan Arab tried to face the challenge but failed miserably and
became laughing stock. None has become able to face this challenge
of the Qur'an in more than 1400 hundred years of human history and
as such Muslims claim justifiably it to have divine origin. The challenge
was made repeatedly and lastly the Qur‘an declares that if all the
mankind and Jinns gathered to produce the same, they will not be able
to do so even if they help each other. This challenge of the Quran is
still a standing challenge to the world intelligentsia.

1.3.6.5: AUTHENTICITY OF THE QUR’AN

The Qur'an provides man with a chance to verify its authenticity and
prove it wrong. The Qur‘an is very firm in its contents and it proclaims:
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Do they not consider the Qur'an? Had it been from any other than Allah,
they would surely have found therein much discrepancy, (04:82).111

This is a clear challenge to the human being inviting to find a mistake
in this great book.

1.3.6.6. READERS OF THE QUR'AN SHOULD REMAIN
ALERT OF SATAN (EVIL FORCE)

The Quran advises it readers to take refuge of Allah from the influence
of Satan (evil force) when they read it. The Quran proclaims:
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When thou dost read the Qur'an, seek Allah's protection from Satan the
rejected one. (16:98)"2

Many people of prophet’s time and even today thinks the Qur’an is the
work of devil. But surprising, the Qur'an itself advices man to take
refuge of Allah from the conspiracy of satan whenever he /she reads
its revelations

1.3.6.7: THE QUR’AN IS AN EXCELLENT LITERATURE:

It is known to all that literature has mainly two forms, one prose and
other poetry. But the Qur’an has an unique literature as it is neither
belongs to prose nor a complete poetry, though it has rhythmic
character. It has actually a literary style of its own bringing new
modes of expression.!!®* Muslims as well as non-Muslims claim that Al-
Qur'an is Arabic literature par excellence, which is the best Arabic
literature available on the earth.

Most of the critics, who started to read the Qur‘an bearing in mind to
find faults with it, embraced Islam and even began to give call for
Islam. This, in fact, is a clear indication that the Qur'‘an came from a
supernatural source. In fact, the Quran set a standard of literary
excellence, which no future writer could improve on. Anyone who
knows Arabic can appreciate the unique quality of the Qur’an’s style as
compared to that of any other work of Arabic literature. The Qur’an is
written in divine style vastly superior to anything humans can aspire
to.
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1.3.6.8. THE QUR’AN WAS REVEALED BY STAGES

The Qur‘an was revealed to Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh) in a long period
of about 23 years. The Arch angel Gabriel played key role in bringing
the revelations to the prophet from time to time. The Qur’an it self
declares that it was revealed by stages. The Qur'an was revealed step
by step in course of time as per needs very wisely. From the first verse
(98:01) to the last verse (02:281) or (05:03) as opined by some
scholars, the Qur’‘an was revealed in almost long twenty three years.
The Qur’an proclaims:
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It is We Who have sent down the Qur’an to thee by stages (76:23)"14
There are more revelation in English translation may be considered:

And (it is) a Qur’an that we have divided, that thou might recite it unto
mankind at intervals, and we have revealed it by( successive) revelation.(
17:106)15

Those who reject Faith say: “Why is not the Qur’an revealed to Him all at
once? Thus (is it revealed), that We may strengthen thy heart thereby,
and We have rehearsed it to thee in slow, well-arranged stages,
gradually. (25:32)°

Since the Qur‘an is not a book, written by any human author, its
subjects are not well arranged into chapters and sections, as is done in
any general book. For convenience of the prophet as well as his
followers Allah ( God) revealed the Quran in different spells or stages
as per needs of time and situation.

1.3.6.9. THERE ARE VERES OF PROSTATION:

The Qur’an is the scripture where certain verses are there, hearing any
of those the Muslims immediately prostate to Allah. There are 14 such
verses in the entire Qur’an .This is very astonishing to think that
Qur’an such a great holy book, which is honoured by its followers so
seriously as per teaching of the prophet. Muslims all over the world
obey instruction of the Qur‘an and the prophet with full submission and
without any any argument.
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1.3.6.10: THE QUR'AN IS UNCHANGED AND ORIGINAL
AND CANNOT BE AMENDED

The Qur’an is the unique religious book as it is the only revealed book
that exists presently, the content of which is unchanged and in original
form. No one in the world does raise any question on its genuineness
of the present Quran as it was compiled for the first time. Its teachings
are universal and there is no need of any amendment in the Qur‘an.
The Qur’an proclaims:
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The Word of my Lord doth find its fulfillment in truth and in justice: none
can change His words: for He is the one Who heareth and knoweth all.
(06:115)117
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No falsehood can approach it from before or behind it : it is sent down by
One full of Wisdom, worthy of all Praise.(41:42)48

1.3.6.11. THE QUR’'AN CONFIRMS THE PREVIOUS
DIVINE BOOKS:

It has the distinction of a unique religious book which confirms the
previous prophets and the books revealed to them. The Qur‘an in
many of its revelations confirms the divine books that were sent to the
people of different regions from time to time. It also mentioned that to
every nation prophet was sent by God for guiding the people towards
the right path. The Qur'an states as follows:
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It is He Who sent down to thee ( step by step) , in truth, the Book,
confirming what went before it and He sent down the Torah ( of Moses)
and the Gospel ( of Jesus) (03:03)19
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And to every people (was sent) a Messenger: when their Messenger
comes (before them) the matter will be judged between them justice and
they will not be wronged.(10:47)'2°

More revelations in English translation are:

We have sent thee inspiration, as We sent it to Noah and the messengers
after him. We sent inspiration to Abraham. Isma’il, Issac, Jacob and the
Tribes, to Jesus, Job, Jonah, Aaron and Solomon, and to David We gave
the Psalms.(04:163)'2!

Muhammad is no more than a Messenger: many were the Messengers
that passed away before Him........... (03:144)122

Before thee, also the messengers We sent were but men, to whom We
granted inspiration: if ye know this not, ask of those who posses the
Message, nor did We give them bodies that ate no food, nor were they
immortals (21:07-08)'23

In many other verses such as 35:31, 04:136, 05:48, 06:92 etc Allah
has mentioned about the Qur'an being a Book sent to Hazrat
Muhammad (Pbuh) as reminder and confirmation to what was revealed
to the earlier Prophets. The Qur‘an also pointed out that it has
narrated about some of the prophets. The Qur‘an proclaims:
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Of some messengers We have already told thee the story; of others; We
have not;-and to Moses Allah spoke direct ;-( 04:164)'24
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1.3.6.12.: THE QUR’AN IS UNIVERSAL

The Qur’an is the divine guidebook for the entire humanity surpassing
all types of barriers and limitations like nationality, region, colour,
language, race etc and even for all times to come . The Qur‘an
proclaims:
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Blessed is He Who hath revealed unto His slave the Criterion (of right and
wrong, that he may be a Warner to the peoples (25:01)25.
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O mankind! There hath come to you an admonition from your Lord and a
healing for the (diseases) in your hearts, - and for those who believe, a
Guidance and a Mercy. (10:57)*2°

Verily We have revealed the Book to thee in Truth, for (instructing)
mankind. He, then, that receives guidance benefits his own soul: but he
that strays injures his own soul. Nor art thou set a Custodian over them (

39:41)%7

And the unbelievers would almost trip thee up with their eyes when they
hear the Message; and they say: “Surely he is possessed! But it is nothing
less than a Message to all the Worlds. (68:51-52)128

Verily this is no less than a Message to (all) the Worlds (81:27)29

It provides comprehensive code for the human being on the earth
covering all aspects of human life. It has the basic quality of a
constitution for humanity.

1.3.6.13: THE QUR’AN HAS TWO TYPES OF SiRAS:

The Suras i.e chapters of the Qur'an are distinguished in to Maccan
Slras or Medinian Slras being the sliras revealed at Macca or at
Medina as the case may be. There are 89 Meccan S(ras and 25
Medinan Sdras!*®
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1.3.6.14.: MYSTERIOUS VERESE OF THE QUR’'AN

There are few mysterious verses in the Qur'an which comprises of
certain Arabic alphabets only. For example: Alif-Lam-Mim; Kwaf; Ha-
Mim, Tya-Ha etc. The mysterious verses have been placed at the
beginning of twenty-nine slrahs. The meaning of the verses is not
known. Even Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh) did not know the meaning of
the same though these are also the word of Allah. Many opined that
these are the miracles of the Qur‘an.

1.3.6.15: THE QUR’'AN EXPLAINS ITSELF THROUGH
PARABLES

A very important aspect of the Qur‘an is that it explains various
subjects through parables and comparisons. Parables are used
extensively in the Qur‘an in a variety of forms and covering many
themes. The Qur'an proclaims:

And We have explained to man, in this Qur’an, every kind of similitude:
yet the greater part of the men refuse (to receive it) except with
ingratitude! (17:89)'3!

Verily We have propounded for man in this Qur’an every kind of parable,
but if thou bring to them any Sign , the unbelievers are sure to say, “ Ye do
nothing but talk vanities.” (30:58)32

1.3.6.16: THE QUR'AN IS A COMPLETE CODE OF LIFE

It claims to be a complete code of life. It is the divine constitution for
the people on the earth. The Qur‘an proclaims:
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And (bethink you of) the day when, We raise in every nation a witness
against them of their own folk, and we bring thee (Muhammad) as a
witness against these. And we reveal the scripture unto thee as exposition
of all things, and guidance and mercy and good tidings for those who
have surrendered (to Allah). (16:89)33
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Some more revelation in English translation may be considered:

Forbidden to you..................... This day I have perfected your religion for
you, completed My favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as
your religion..... ...... (05:03)134

This is (true) Guidance and for those who reject the Signs of their Lord, is
a grievous Chastisement of abomination. (45:11)'35

Here is a plain statement to men, a guidance and instruction to those who
fear Allah! (03:138)13¢

1.3.6.17: HAZRAT MUHAMMAD (PBUH) IS THE LAST
PROPHET

The Qur'an claims that Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh) is the last prophet
sent by Allah, the Almighty for admonition of the people in the world.
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Muhammad is not the father of any of your man, but (he is) the
Messenger of Allah, and the Seal of the Prophets: and Allah has full
knowledge of all things (33:40).237

1.3.6.18. THE QUR’AN CLAIMS ITSELF TO BE EASY TO
UNDERSTAND AND REMEMBER

Some people thinks that since the Qur’an is the Divine Book, it will be
certainly difficult to understand by human being. Contrary to this
concept the Quran itself declares that it is made easy so that the
prophet and his followers may be able to understand and guide and
advise the others accordingly. The Qur'an proclaims:
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And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to understand and remember:
then is there any that will receive admonition? (54:17)'38

One more revelation in English translation may be considered
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And we make (this scripture) easy in thy tongue ( O Mohammad) only
that thou mayst bear good tidings therewith unto those who ward off
(evil), and therewith the forward folk ( 19:97)39

We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an, in order that ye may learn
wisdom (12:02)4°

1.3.6.19. THE QUR'AN SHOULD BE RECITED IN SLOW,
MEASURED RHYTHMIC TONES

The Qur’an is divine book and there is specific instructions regarding
its recitation by any human being.The Qur'an instructs its readers to
recite it in slow, measured and rhythmic voice. The Qur‘an proclaims:
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Or a little more and recite the Qur’an in slow, measured rhythmic tones.
(73:04)"+

1.3.6.20: SOME REVELATIONS ARE CLEAR AND
OTHERS ARE ALLEGORICAL:

Some revelations of the Qur'an are clear i.e conclusive and some
others are allegorical. However, it is seen that all contains knowledge,
wisdom and information for guidance of mankind when considered
from the context of modern knowledge of science. The Qur‘an states
(English translation):

He is who hath revealed unto thee (Mohammad) the Scripture wherein
are clear revelations- They are the substance of the book- and the others
(which are) allegorical. ........... ..... (03:07)142

Scientists, religious scholars and over all men of knowledge in the
entire world may subjectively study both the allegorical and clear
revelations of the Quran as these are messages of Allah, the Almighty
as they believe that the revelations contains basic principles of
scientific knowledge along with the indications for submission and
obedience to the will of Almighty. 142®
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1.3.6.21:FOR EVERY NATION THERE IS A MESSENGER
The Qur'an declares that for every nation of this world God has sent a

messenger to guide the people in the right path. The Qur’an
proclaims:
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And for every Ummah (a community or nation) there is a Messenger.
When their messenger comes, the matter will be judged between them
with justice and they will not be wronged. (10:47).143

Moreover, as per a saying of Prophet of Islam Hazrat Muhammad
(Pbuh), Allah has sent 1,24,000 messengers; some of them are
mentioned in the Qur'an and most of them are not. Every one of them
was given divine revelations in their own language. Every one were
human being and died as human being. The Qur'an also declares that
Allah does not differentiate among the apostles. The Qur‘an proclaims:
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The Messenger beliveth in what has been revealed to ........... v, we
make no distinction (they say) between one and another of the
Messengers ......... ( 02:285)144

The Qur'an states that there is no nation on the earth who was not
given any guide for admonishing people to the right path. The Quran
proclaims:
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Verily We have sent thee in truth, as a bearer of glad tidings, and as a
warner: and there never was a people, without a warner having lived
among them (in the past). (35:24)'45
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In this context it may be referred that If we study books of religions
other than Islam, we shall get such ideas also there. For instance the
Bhagavad-Gita in Chapter 4, verse 7-8 states:!*®

vada yada hi dharmasya
glanir bhavati bharata

abhyutthanam adharmasya
tadatmanam srjamy aham

paritranaya sadhunam
vinasaya ca duskrtam
dharma-samsthapanarthaya
sambhavami yuge yuge

The English translation of the verses is as follows:

Whenever and wherever there is a decline in religious practice, O
descendant of Bharata, and a predominant rise of irreligion — at that
time I descend Myself

To deliver the pious and to annihilate the miscreants, as well as to
reestablish the principles of religion, I Myself appear, millennium after
millennium

Since the Bhagavad Gita is a very old religious book of Hindus in
comparison to the Qur’an, it has rightly reflected the idea of the
sending prophet in every nation and in every age. The Bible also
mentions about the many earlier prophets. The Qur‘an in its many
revelations mentions about the sending of Messengers by Allah to each
nation. The Qur‘an proclaims:

For We assuredly sent amongst every people a Messenger ( with the
command), “ Serve Allah, and eschew Euvil” ........ (16:36)4

There is no conflict between the Qur'an and Bhagavad-Gita in the
above matter as the Gita was very old and the Qur‘an is the latest
revelation from God.

1.3.6.22: THE QUR'AN DECLARES HAZRAT MUHAMMAD
AS WORLD PROPHET

The Qur'an declares that Hazrat Muhammad as world prophet. He is
sent as Messenger for all the worlds. The Qur‘an in the following
verses proclaims the same.
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We sent thee not , but as a mercy for all creatures.(21:107)148
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We have not sent thee but as a ( Messanger) to all mankind, giving them
Glad tidings, and warning them (against sin), but most men know not.

(34:28)1#9
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O mankind! The Messenger hath come to you in truth from Allah: believe
in him: it is the best for you. But if ye reject faith, to Allah belong all
things in the heavens and on the earth: and Allah is All-knowing, All-wise.
(04:170)150

1.3.6.23: THE QUR’AN DECLARES MAN AS VICEGERENT
OF GOD ON THE EARTH

The Qur‘an has the distinction that it has declared human being on the
earth as vicegerent of Allah, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe.
The following revelations of the Qur‘an in English translation may be
considered:

Behold thy Lord said to the angels; “I will create a vicegerent on the
earth....... . .”(02:30).151

For He it is Who has appointed you as vicegerent over the earth, and has
exalted some of you over others in rank that He may try you in what He
has bestowed upon you...... ... .... ( 06:165)152
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But He fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed into him of His
spirit. And He gave you (the faculties of) hearing and sight and feeling
(and understanding): little thanks do ye give! ( 32:09) 53

Allah has sent human being on the earth as his vicegerent and He has
qualified man for this great responsibility creating him in a special
manner giving His spirit into him. As such man has special
responsibility being the delegate of Allah on the earth. That means
man should have some divine character being the vicegerent of God.
The religion of Islam has unique character to certify humankind as
delegate of Allah on the earth paving the way for superiority of man
over all the creations of nature.

1.3.6.24: THE CLAIM OF QUR’'AN ON ITS GENUNITY
AND GRAVITY

The Qur'an declares that there is no discrepancy in it and ask the
mankind to ponder over it to find any thing in it discrepant. The Qur’an
proclaims:
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The Do they not ponder on the Qur'an? Had it not been from other than
Allah, they would surely have found there in much discrepancy. (04:82)'54

One more verse in English translation may be considered;

Those who reject our Signs are deaf and dumb, in the midst of darkness
profound........ (06:39) 155

The Qur’an claims it gravity in the following verse giving a metaphor.
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Had We sent down this Qur’an on a mountain, verily, thou wouldst have
seen it humble itself and cleave asunder for fear of Allah. Such are the
similitudes, which We propound to men, that they may reflect. (59:21) 56
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A few more verses in translation may be seen:

Lo! We offered the trust unto the heavens and the earth and the hills, but
they shrink from bearing it and were afraid of it. And man assumed it.
Lo! He hath proved a tyrant and a fool (33: 72)57

For them are Glad Tidings, in the life of the Present and in the Hereafter:
no change can there be in the Words of Allah. This is indeed the supreme
Triumph. (10:64)58

Moreover, the Quran declares in the following verse:

-
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No falsehood can approach it from before or behind it: it is sent down by
One full of Wisdom, worthy of all Praise. (41:42)'59
Some more revelation in translation may be considered:

(It is) a Qur'an in Arabic, without any crookedness (therein): in order
that they may guard against Evil. (39:28)1%°

This Qur’an is not such as can be produced by other than Allah; on the
contrary it is a confirmation of (revelation) that went before it , and a
fuller explanation of the Book- wherein there is no doubt- from the Lord of
the Worlds. (10:37)¢t

Alif,Lam, Mim,Ra. Theses are the verses of the scripture. That which is
revealed unto thee from my Lord is the Truth, but most of Mankind
believes not. ( 13:01)162

O mankind! Verily there hath come to you a convincing proof from your
lord for We have sent unto you a light (that is) manifest. (04:174)3

We have not instructed the (Prophet) in Poetry, nor is it meet for him: this
is no less than a Message and a Qur'an making things clear: (36:69)'%4

Your Companion is neither astray nor being misled, Nor does he say
(aught) of (his own) Desire ; It is no less than inspiration sent down to
him (53:02-04)1%5
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No evil ones have brought down this (Revelation): It would neither suit
them nor would they be able (to produce it). Indeed they have been
removed far from even (a chance of) hearing it. (26:210-212)165(@)

Nay, this is a Glorious Qur'an , (Inscribed) in a Tablet Preserved! (85:21-
29 166

Behold this is the Word that distinguishes (Good from Evil). It is not a
thing for amusement (86:13-14)'%7

That is indeed a Qur’an most honourable (56:77)108
Which none shall touch but those who are clean (56:79)169

It has already been discussed that the Quran has challenged to its
doubters simply to produce three verses or a single chapter equal to
its merit. None has faced this challenge of the Quran in more than
1400 hundred years of human history and as such Muslims claim
justifiably it to have divine origin.

1.3.6.25: THE QUR'AN EMPHASISES ON THE
ACQUARING FOR KNOWLEDGE:

The Qur’an is the divine book, the first revelation of which invited
towards acquiring knowledge. The following are the first revelations
received by Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh), the unlettered prophet of
Islam.

Read: In the name of thy Lord who createth; Createth man from a clot,
(96:01-02)17°

Read: And thy Lord is the Most Bounteous Who teacheth by the pen,
teacheth man that which he knew not. (96:03-05)"7

1.3.6.26. THE QUR’AN IS THE CONSTITUTION OF GOD
FOR THE ENTIRE MANKIND

The Qur’an was revealed to Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh) merely not as a
simple book of guidance, but a complete constitution for the entire
humankind. Allah being the creator and lord of the mankind has the
right to provide a constitution to be followed by his intelligent creation,
the human being. And justifiably every person has the responsibility to
follow it as the same provides uniform code of conduct for all the
people irrespective of believers or non-believers on His Authority. The
Qur'an provides the mode of living and establishing faith and also warn
the people stating that those who will disobey the admonishes of the
Qur'an will be judged and punished in the hereafter.”?
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The Qur'an has been addressed to all the humankind transcending all
barriers and limitations of race, region and time. It guides the people
in all walks of life be it religious, social, economic or political or any
other field of human living in this world.}”®> The Qur‘an gives the code
of conduct for wellbeing of the people for this world and hereafter As
such the Qur'an declares it be the complete guide book for mankind
(05:03).

1.3.6.27: THE QUR'AN DECLARES HAZRAT MUHAMMAD
( PBUH) AS UNLETTERED

It is admitted by all including historians that Hazrat Muhammad (
Pbuh) was born as orphan and remain unlettered, though a man with
honesty beyond doubt and was given the name AlI-Amin by the people
of Mecca. He was also benevolent. The Qur’‘an declares:
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It is He Who has sent amongst the Unlettered a messanger from among
themselves, to rehearse to them His Signs, to purify them, and to instruct
them in The Book and Wisdom, - although they had been, before, in
manifest error. (62:02)74

Muhammad ( Pbuh) had never read or written anything before he was
given the prophet hood. The Qur’an states:
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And thou ( O Muhammad) was not a reader of any scripture before it ,
nor didst thou write it with thy right hand, for then might those have
doubted, who follow falsehood. (29:48)75
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One more revelation in English translation is as follows:

Say; “O men! I am sent unto you all, as the Messenger of Allah, to Whom
belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth: there is no god but
He: It is He that giveth both life and death. So believe in Allah and His
Messenger. The unlettered prophet who believe in Allah and His Words:
follow him that (so) ye may be guided”(07:158)'7¢

1.3.6.28. THE QUR'AN MENTIONS THAT EARLIER
THERE WERE MORE CIVILIZED PEOPLE

The Qur’an, in many of its revelations, mention that earlier there were
many civilization established by the people of different nations.
However, because of their own fault, their civilizations were destroyed
by Allah and that was also a lesson to other people of the world. Such
people though established civilization, but they crossed all limits of
injustice, ill deeds and defied the teachings of Allah given through their
respective prophets. From world history of civilizations we have the
knowledge that there were many civilizations in different countries of
the world, which have been discovered by the archeologists through
excavations conducted for that purpose.

In this connection the English translation of the verse No.9 of chapter
No.30 may be considered which is as follows:

Do they not travel through the earth, and see what was the End of those
before them? They were superior to them in strength: they tilled the soil
and populated it in greater numbers than these have done: there came to
them their messengers with Clear (Signs), (Which they rejected, to their
own destruction): It was not Allah Who wronged them, but they wronged
their own souls. (30:09)77

1.3.7. MIRACLES OF THE QUR’AN

Miracles are the deviation of general laws of nature, which
cannot be explained by human brain. Every prophet is given a miracle-
a sign. The miracle of the prophet of Islam is the Qur'an. Though it
was revealed about 1400 years ago; but every letter, every word and
every Sdra is the same as it was revealed first time. It is truly a living
miracle, which can be examined, verified and analyzed even today,
and it is believed by Muslims that this will be available for such
examination, verification and analysis till the last day of mankind.
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On making in-depth study, one may find amazing characteristics

from every perspective. There are many different aspects of the
Qur’an’s miraculous nature such as:

1.

2.

The language of the Qur'an i.e Arabic has, unlike other international
languages, remained a living form of communication over the ages.

The Quran has unique language in its style. It is neither prose nor poetry, but
more rhythmic and appealing than any poetry.'78

The Quran is unique among divine scriptures where the text has remained
intact in the original form.

Among other things, the Qur'an contains prophecies of future events, many of
which have come to pass and even some fulfilled within the lifetime of the
prophet.

Scientists in all the different scientific walks have found that Qur'an, though
revealed about 1400 years ago, is compatible with their sciences.

Though Muhammad (Pbuh) was the messenger of Allah who received the
revelation of the Quran, he never claimed himself to be a partner of God or
have any quality of Godship, rather the Qur'an announces that Muhammad
(Pbuh) as the son of a man, however the was selected messenger and
blessing for the humankind.

There is no example in human history that an unlettered person ever
produced a literary masterpiece like the Quran particularly who could
produce nothing before the age of 40 and suddenly developed to produce a
paralleled work for all times.

The Qur'an is perhaps the only book on the earth which is kept in memory of
lakhs of people world wide called Hafiz i.e the person who has memorized the
Qur'an completely. The plural form of the word is Huffaz.

When the whole humankind was under the darkness of superstitious belief
and were worshiping natural objects as Almighty, the Qur'an discouraged the
mankind to do that as stated in the following verse.

Among His Signs are the Night and the Day, and the Sun and the Moon.
Prostate not to the sun and the moon, but prostate to Allah, Who created
them, if it is Him ye wish to serve. (41:37)'79

The Qur'an has pointed out many scientific facts which were not only
unknown at that time, but also could not even be imagined. A number
of scientific truths that man has been able to uncover by the
technology of the 20™ century were stated in Qur'an almost 1400
years ago. Qur‘an was revealed at a time when people knew very little
about Astronomy, Physics, Biology, and Geography etc.
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But the Qur’an contains key facts on a variety of subjects such as
creation of the universe, the creation of human being and other life on
earth, motion of the heavenly bodies, layers of atmosphere,
establishment of mountains, formation of clouds and raining, mothers
milk and such many others things.

We live in the age of science and technology, of knowledge, logic, and
reason. Yet, in spite of all the human advancement in every sphere of
life, the principles of the Qur'an have not been proven wrong or not
have they become ‘out of date’. This is really the great miracle of the
Quran, as it has proven itself a timeless, universal message for
humankind, relevant to every facet of life- be it politics, economics,
ethics, science, literature, arts or entertainments and every piece of
information it contains reveals the miracle of this Divine Book more
and more day by day.

1.3.7.1. THE QUR'AN HAS MENTIONED MANY
MIRACULOUS INCIDENTS:

Miracles are the matters which are inexplicable and as such science
does not explain miracles. The Qur‘an in many of its revelation has
mentioned about some incidents which are miraculous in nature as
these are out of human ability to explain. Since the Qur’an is of divine
origin, these are the signs of Allah’s great creation.

(a) Birth of a son by a barren woman from an infirm old man. (03:40),
(19:08), (19:09)

(b) Marry gave birth to Jesus while she was virgin and she was not
depend for any biological father to conceive for a child in her womb.
(19:20), (19:21),(19:29), (19:35), (03:47), (21:91)

(c) Jesus spoke when he was in cradle to face the people those alleged
his mother for adultery. (19:30), (03:46)

(d) Jesus made a bird out of clay and gave life to it, he give sight to a
person who was born blind, even he performed miracle by raising
dead to life .(03:49)

(e) Jesus was not slain nor crucified by his foes but with drawn by
Allah, though it appeared to them that he was crucified.

(f) People of the cave ( Ashabe-kahaf) slept for 309 years and when
raised they felt is a day or less than that.(18:19), (18: 25-26)
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(g) Allah directly spoke to Moses but Moses could not see Him.
(28:30),(07:143)

(h) The staff of Moses converts to serpent and turns back to staff
when he catches again. (07:107), ( 20:19-21), (28:31-32), (27:10-11)

(i) Moses when put his hand into his arm pit, it becomes white to give
light. (07:108), (20:22)

(j) Moses parted the sea with his staff when he hit water with
it.(26:63)

(k) When Moses smite rock with his staff springs gushed out of
it.(11:60), (07:160)

() Pharaoh’s dead body drowned in sea will be preserved as the Quran
foretold (10:90-92), (43:56). The dead body of Rameses II or his
successor Merneptah who was drowned is now preserved as
mummy till today at National Museum at Cairo. The mummy was
found only in 1898 in the tombs of Thebes, Egypt.

(m)Prophet David new the language of birds and iron was made soft
for him.(34:10)

(n) Prophet Solomon was made powerful. Jinns were under his control
and He knew the language of birds and ants, even wind us under
his control. Cupper was discovered for him in abundance for his use
for protection in war.(21:79, 81-82), (34:12), (27:17-22)

(o) Prophet Noah lived a long life of for more than nine hundred
years.(29:14)

(p) Hazrat Muhammad ( Pbuh) divided the Moon at the signal of his
finger (54:01-02)

(g) The incident of rebirth of dead person in front of Moses when the
dead body was hit by a piece of beef. The person told the name of
his murderer and died again. (02:73)

(r) Conversion of some disobedient Jews into monkey as a result of
curse of God. (07:166)

The above list is not exhaustive, as there may be other incidents of
miracle. However, the above are the miracles of the different prophets
as mentioned. They did the same with permission and the will of Allah
as the Qur’an claimed. These are beyond the natural laws and are
certainly miracles.8°
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1.3.8. IS THE QUR’AN OUTDATED?

Many people even philosophers think that since the Qur‘an is more
than 1400 years old and it has not been revised to suit for the present
day world it may be treated as outdated. But they fail to understand
that the Muslims believe that the Quran is the revelations of the
Almighty Allah, which was revealed through the last prophet Hazrat
Muhammad. Since the Qur’‘an is the verse of God, the Omniscient
there is no necessity of its revision and this can be possible only if
another prophet is sent by Allah for this purpose. But it is pertinent to
mention here that the Qur’an itself has clarified the doubts in the
following versions:

55853058 3555385 Pl 5,135 s

These are clear evidences to men, and a Guidance and Mercy to those of
assured Faith.( 45:20)8.

In different revelations Allah has mentioned that He knows what is
past, what is present, what open and what is concealed. The English
translation of verse 02:255 may be considered.

..................... He (Allah) knoweth that which is in front of them and that
which is behind them,while they encompass nothing of His knowledge
save what He will..... ... (02:255)182

The Qur‘an declares that Hazrat Muhammad (Pbuh) is the last prophet
and the book of guidance given to him is for the people of all times to
come, since it is the complete guide book for the entire humankind. In
Chapter 5 verse No. 03 Allah has declared to perfect the religion and
given Islam as the religion for mankind for all the time with the eternal
guide book Al Qur‘an.

................. .... This day have those who reject Faith given up all hope of
your religion: yet fear them not but fear Me. This day have I perfected
your religion for you, completed My favour upon you, and have chosen
for you Islam as your religion. But if any is forced by hunger, with no
inclination to transgression, Allah is indeed Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.

(05:03)83

61



1.3.9. MUHAMMAD (PBUH) NEVER CLAIMED HIMSELF
AS GOD

Hazrat Muhammad (pbuh) ,the great prophet of Islam never claimed
himself to be God or part there of. Rather, he declared himself to be a
human like other men on the earth. He was selected as Warner only to
the mankind. The Qur’an proclaims:

e
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Say , “I am but a man like yourselves, (but) the inspiration has come to
me, that your God is one God: whoever expects to meet his Lord, let him
work righteousness, and , in the worship of his Lord, admit no one as a
partner.(18:110)%4

More revelations in English translation may be considered:

Say thou: “ I am but a man like you: it is revealed to me by inspiration,
that your God is one God....... (41:06)185

.................................. Say , “Glory to my Lord! Am I aught but a man,-
a messenger?”(17:93)86

Say: O men! I am (sent) to you only to give a clear warning. (22:49)'%7
We have truely sent thee as a witness, as a bringer of Glad Tidings, and
as a Warner. (48:08)188

In many other verses also the Qur'an declares that Muhammad (
Pbuh) has no extra power except as given by God, He is just a Warner,
a Messenger and a bringer of glad tidings for those who have faith on
Allah (07:188). He never claimed to be immortal and accordingly he
died like man lives and dies on the earth.
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SECTION -1V

THE QUR’AN AND MODERN SCIENCE

The Qur’an is a book of knowledge concerning to many subjects of the
present day world. Though unconditional allegiance to the Creator of
the universe and his revealed guidance to the mankind is the basic
theme of the Qur'an; it encourages reasons in parallel with divine
revelations. The Qur’an encourages discussion also. In this regard the
following revelation may be considered:
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Invite (all) to the Way of the Lord with wisdom and beautiful preaching;
and argue with them in ways that are best and most gracious; for thy
Lord knoweth best, who have strayed from His path, and who receive
guidance. ( 16: 125)*89

The Qur‘an was revealed in the seventh century but there are many
verses pertaining to the physical phenomena, which are compatible to
modern scientific thoughts, are available in its different suras
(chapters). It contains religious, philosophical, scientific and
metaphysical knowledge. It has many references to social sciences,
physical sciences, life sciences, Astronomical Sciences etc. It
encourages human being to study the nature and natural laws. It has
given the basic idea for uniformity of natural laws enunciating the
fundamental theory of unity of God.'°® Many verses of the Qur‘an
amazingly and miraculously contain most modern concepts about all
natural sciences.!®! Actually, knowledge and faith are main sources to
understand the meaning of revelations of the Qur’an. The Qur'an
proclaims:

...... He detaileth the revelations for the people who have knowledge,
(10:06)192
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Prof Md. Aijaz-ul-Khatibe of Damascus University has made the
remarks as follows:

‘In contrast to 250 vereses which are legislative, some 750 verses of
the Qur‘an i.e almost one-eighth of it exhorts the believers to study
nature to reflect, to make the best use of reason and to make the
scientific enterprises an integral part of the community life* .13

In this connection it is to be kept in mind that the Qur‘an is not a book
of science even it is not a book written by any author; rather it is a
compilation of the signs i.e revelations called ‘Ayats’ received about
1400 years ago through Hazrat Muhammad, the unlettered prophet of
the religion of Islam.The main purpose behind these revelations is to
draw the attention of the humankind towards the wonders of the
creation of God and to realize His attributes. As such, there are a good
number of verses in this scripture, which have scientific indications
regarding creation of universe, life on earth, the animals and plants,
human reproduction, nature of heavenly bodies, celestial
organizations, earth’s atmosphere and many others.

Many scientific facts are mentioned in the Qur‘an in an extremely
concise and profound manner many of which are now more or less
conceivable with the development of science and technology.'®* For
many centuries man was unable to study the scientific indications
because of insufficient scientific means. It is very surprising that how a
man living in seventh century could avoid the mythical and fanatic
ideas prevalent at that time and predicts new ideas which are
confirmed by modern science. Nowadays many experts on the Qur‘an
are claiming that the Quran contains more than one thousand ayats
which have scientific knowledge.

1.4.1. ASTRONOMY IN THE QUR’'AN

There are many revelations in the Qur'an, which reflect the
astronomical thoughts as accepted by the modern science. The Qur’an
has many indications regarding creation of the universe, motion of the
sun, the moon and the existence of their separate orbits. It has also
revelation concerning the sky, the stars, the planets, the sequence of
day and night and the expansion of the universe etc. It is a matter of
wonder that several key scientific findings in modern Astronomy as
well as cosmology seem to be reflected in the Qur'an which was
revealed more than 1400 years ago. However, this does not mean that
the Qur’an is a book of astronomy or even it has the intention to let
the people know about the science of astronomy. These are mentioned
for the purpose of attracting human thinking towards understanding
the attributes of the Creator and Sustainer of the universe.
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1.4.2. DEVELOPMENT OF SCIENCE AFTER THE ADVENT
OF ISLAM

When the Qur'‘an was revealed to Hazrat Muhammad ( Pbuh), the
great prophet of Islam , the idea of scientific study was not known to
Arab peoples living at that time. The teaching of the Qur‘an opened
their eyes to the truths of nature and natural phenomenon. The Qur‘an
proclaims:
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And those to whom knowledge has come, see that the (Revelation) sent
down to thee from thy Lord- that is the Truth and that it guides to the
path of the Exalted ( in Might), Worthy of all praise. (34:06)95

At the time of introduction of Islam, the Arab society was full of
ignorance and chaos. They had little interest in intellectual activities
except poetry. Pre-Islamic Arab people believed in different sorts of
superstitions. However, when the light of Islam fell on them, they
became able to wipe out the darkness of ignorance and were
illuminated by the divine wisdom of the Qur'an as they could learn
about humanity and ultimately created a new civilization.

The teaching of Islam encouraged the Arabs to abolish all barriers
among the neighboring countries so that the whole area had common
religion and literary as well as scientific language. The inspiration of
the Qur’an and teaching of the prophet paved the way for considerable
stress on the acquisition of knowledge. The early Muslims honoured
the call of the holy Qur’an for pursuit of knowledge and observation of
nature and natural phenomenon to realize the attributes of Allah the
Almighty. The injunctions of the Holy Qur‘an and the precepts of the
Hadith (the sayings and acts) were taken by them with due sincerity.
Because of the Quranic call for observation and rational
understanding, searching for ilm became an essential part of their
life.19>@ In fact, the sincere study of the Qur’an created in the minds
of the early Muslims an instinct to expand the bounds of knowledge to
the furthest extent and they started their relentless effort for reading
and learning for pursuit of knowledge. With a view to comprehending
the real significance of the knowledge revealed in the Quran, the
Muslim scholars developed several sciences which gave birth to
Jurisprudence, Grammar, Philology, Morphology, Syntax, Phonology,
and Rhetoric etc. *%°
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Unlike the Muslims in the recent centuries they were not ‘deaf, dumb
and blind so they had no rational knowledge’ ( Qur'an 02:171), rather
they had world intellectual supremacy for at least six centuries.'®’
Actually the early Muslims had a Quranic unitary or holistic concept of
knowledge (ilm). As such various disciplines were covered in ilm which
has its origin in the Qur’an.®8

For understanding the various personalities and countries mentioned
in the Qur'an, the science of History and Geography was founded. The
study of natural laws led to Astronomy and Astrology, Algebra,
Chemistry, Physics, Medicine and Mechanics. Even they founded
centres of advanced study called Baitul Hikma. Actually the period
from 750 C.E to 1100 C.E was the Golden Age for Islamic Civilization
in terms of scientific studies and research. They attained intellectual
supremacy in the world of that time, as they followed seriously the
Quran’s scientific indications and teachings of the great prophet.
According to the treatise ‘An Introduction to History of Science’ by
George Sarton, Muslims of the medieval Islamic civilization had
acquired the hegemony in the world in the field of science and
technology for 500-600 years from eighth century C.E!®° When the
other countries of the world are in darkness of ignorance, the Muslims
developed the science of Astronomy, Physics, Chemistry, Medical
Science, Geography, Mathematics, Economics etc.

The outstanding figures in the scientific world like Al-Battani, Al-
Biruni, , Al-Fargani, Al-Baitar, Al-Haitham, Ibn Rushad, Ibn Sina, Ibn
Haiyan, Al-Khawarizmi, Al-Kindi, Al-Razi, Al-Tabari,, Ibn Qurra, Al-
Zahravi etc like philosophers, mathematician, physicists , scientists are
the product of Islamic civilization whose contribution paved the way
for the development of modern science. The great medical scientists
Ibn-e Sina who developed the base of western medical science and
Ibn-al Haitham , the great physicist who propounded the Law of inertia
and the Theory of Refraction for the first time in the history of
science. In present day people discuss about science of the West and
they usually forget the contributions of Arab scientists of mediaeval
age who actually established the foundation of modern science and
technology, since the experimental basis of modern science was
founded by Muslim scientist of those ages. Dr. Maurice Bucaille in his
famous book ‘The Bible The Quran & Science’ has mentioned as ‘For the
first time science took on an international character in the Islamic universities
of the Middle Ages. At this time, men were more steeped in the religious spirit
than they are today; but in the Islamic world, this did not prevent them from
being both believers and scientists. Science was the twin of religion and it should
never have ceased to be so.” A brief account of the famous Muslim
scientists of that time is furnished at Annexure-B
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1.4.3. NECESSITY OF THE STUDY OF SCIENTIFIC
INDICATIONS IN THE QUR’AN

The Qur’an is a great scripture, being followed by one fourth of the
world’s population. As such it has remarkable influence in the human
society across the present world. However, we have been living in a
world of speedy scientific development and as such the beliefs and
doctrines of the different religions including Islam are under question
by people who rely on reasoning and not on blind faith. The scientific
study and thinking has influenced the human society to such an extent
that man retains what science approves and discards what science
disapproves. As such there is an unconscious demand of time that
there should be an interpretation of religion in the language of science.
But it is seen that generally those who have expertise in the
explanation and interpretation of the Qur'an have want of sufficient
knowledge in the field of science and in the same way the men of
science are lacking in sufficient knowledge to interpret revelations of
the Qur’an. However, Islamic scholars and thinkers often claim that
divine book the Qur'an is a source of all human knowledge including
modern science.

Therefore, if the two sources of the knowledge are in conformity with
each other, a proper coordination may help the humankind to create a
more advanced civilization for living a peaceful and more comfortable
life on the earth. So keeping in mind the claim of the Islamic
theologians and philosophers a comprehensive study of the scientific
indications in the Qur'an is necessary particularly on the revelations
related to the creation and existence of the universe as well as the
nature of heavenly bodies as the Qur'an frequently states about the
earth and heavens attracting the attention of the humankind. In this
context it is pertinent to mention the opinion of Professor Abdus
Salam, the Nobel Laureate who observed in May 1983 in Bahrain
during an address:

‘In keeping with the obligation laid down on us by the Holy Qur’an and
the Holy Prophet, our society must develop a passionate commitment
towards bringing about a Renaissance of scientific studies. We must
impart hard scientific training to half of our man power........... ’ 200

Though the Qur‘an is a book of guidance for living a peaceful life on
the earth, it does not encourage humankind to be blind followers.
Rather, it encourages people to remain abstain from blindness and
utilize their senses for establish reasoning in their all approach towards
knowledge. The Qur’an discourages all types of superstitions.
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The compulsion, blind imitation, whims, conjecture, magic even priest
hood in religious belief are negated in the Qur'an. The follwing
revelations in English translation may be considered in this regard. 2%

Let there be no compulsion in religion ........... (02:256)202

When it is said to them: "Come to what Allah hath revealed; come to the
Messenger. They say: "Enough for us are the ways we found our fathers
following." what! even though their fathers were void of knowledge and
guidance? (5:104)2°3

O ye who believe! stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even
as against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be
(against) rich or poor: for Allah can best protect both. Follow not the lusts
(of your hearts), lest ye swerve, and if ye distort (justice) or decline to do
justice, verily Allah is well- acquainted with all that ye do.( 4:135 )?°4

But most of them follow nothing but conjecture: truly conjecture can be of
no avail against Truth. Verily Allah is well aware of all that they do.
(10:36)205

They take their priests and their anchorites to be their lords in derogation
of Allah, and .... .......... (9:31)206

(Here is) a Book which We have sent down unto thee, full of blessings,
that they may mediate on its Signs, and that men of understanding may
receive admonition. (38:29)2°7

Since the Qur'an has emphasized on the need for observation of the
creation of nature and natural processes and reflecting on whatever is
observed it is felt imperative to study Al-Qur’an in the light of modern
scientific theories particularly Modern Astronomy including Cosmology
to ascertain whether the scientific indications in the Qur'an conciliate
or contradict with. Though the scientific methods of testing cannot be
applied to religion specially to Islam, however the demand of this
scientific era may be partially fulfilled through in depth interpretation
of the related verses of the Qur’an in the language of science.
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