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Chapter 4

SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND
OF THE RESPONDENTS

The socio-economic characteristics of a particular group of people determine
its place in society. They indicate the social position of a person or group in a social
hierarchy which is generally expressed in terms of social status which in turn affects
his or her subjective outlook and participation in his/her community and society in
large. The various socio-economic characteristics taken into account are-age, caste,
religion, education, marital status, occupation, income, family structure, living
standard, land holdings etc. in the study. All these are taken as variables that affect
women’s participation in rural development. This chapter therefore describes socio-

economic background of the respondents in the study.
AGE COMPOSITION

Age composition is an important variable influencing the nature and extent of
participation in different programmes. Age has its own effects on the thinking pattern
of the individuals, i.e., the views and opinions of the individuals are determined to a
great extent by their respective ages which in turn contribute to their participation.
The age distribution of the respondents is shown in the following table:

Table 4.1

Age-structure of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Age group Chari Gaon | Randhanijan Balijan Total
Gaon Gaon
Youth (18- 34 49 37 120
35) (22.51) (39.51) (25.34) (28.50)
Middle age 73 49 45 167
(36-60) (48.34) (39.51) (30.82) (39.66)
Old age (61 44 26 64 134
onwards) (29.13) (20.96) (43.83) (31.82)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that of the total respondents about two fifths (39.66%)
belonged to middle age group (36-60), followed by the old age group (61+)
constituting about one third (31.82%) and over one fourth (28.50%) belonged to the
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age group of youth (18-35). By village, nearabout half (48.34%) of the respondents
from General Caste dominated Chari Gaon and two fifths (39.51%) of those from the
Scheduled Caste dominated Randhanijan Gaon belonged to the middle age group
while over two fifths (43.83%) of those from the Scheduled Tribe dominated Balijan

Gaon belonged to the old age group.

Thus, the major portion of the respondents, i.e., about two fifths (39.66%)

consists of the middle age group.
RELIGION

Religion is a powerful and influential force with a significant effect on the
human behaviour. In India, majority of the people belong to Hindu religion. The other
religions include Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and Buddhists. The present study found
the followers of two religions, i.e., Hindu and Muslims in the field of the study. The
following table shows the religious distribution of the respondents:

Table 4.2

Religion of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Religious Chari Gaon | Randhanijan Balijan Total
Group Gaon Gaon
Hindu 123 124 136 383
(81.45) (100) (93.15) (90.97)
Muslim 28 - 10 38
(18.54) (6.84) (9.02)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table reveals that most (90.97%) of the respondents are Hindu: 81.45% in
Chari Gaon, cent per cent in Randhanijan Gaon and 93.15% in Balijan Gaon. The rest
are Muslim.

CASTE

In the Indian social system, caste plays an important role. The Indian society is
hierarchically divided, based on caste, and this is more true of the rural areas. The
individual behaviour in respect of eating, reading and listening and interaction
between one another and a host of individual activities are affected by the caste of the

individual. Inspite of the dynamics of social system, caste still plays a crucial role in
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several walks of life. The following table shows the caste distribution of the

respondents:
Table 4.3
Caste Category of Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)
Village
Caste Chari Gaon Randhanijan Gaon Balijan Gaon Grand Total
Category H M Total H M | Total H M Total H M Total
General | 65 (12(?0) 93 16 16 10 10 20 91 38 129
Castes |(52.84) (61.58) | (12.90) (12.90) | (7.35) | (100) | (13.69) | (23.75) | (100) | (30.64)
OBCs 58 58 17 17 34 34 109 109
(47.15) (38.41) | (13.70) (13.70)| (25) (23.28) | (28.45) (25.89)
SCs 88 88 88 88
) (70.96) (70.96) (22.97) (20.90)
STs 3 3 92 92 95 95
‘ (2.41) (2.41) |(67.64) (63.01) | (24.80) (24.80)
Total 123 28 151 124 124 136 10 146 383 38 421
00y 100y | o0y | ooy | T | ooy | (100) | 100y | 100y | (100) | (100) | (100)

H=HINDU M=MUSLIM
Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that nearly one third (30.64%) of the respondents belong to
the General Castes (GCs) followed by the Other Backward Castes (OBCs) and the
Scheduled Tribes (STs), constituting over one fourth (25.89%) and over one fifth
(22.56%) respectively. By village, over three fifths (61.58%) of the respondents in
Chari Gaon belonged to the General Castes and the rest belonged to the OBCs, nearly
three fourth (70.96%) of the respondents in Randhanijan Gaon belong to the SCs and
over three fifths (63.01%) of the respondents in Balijan Gaon belong to the STs.

MARITAL STATUS

Marriage is considered to be a social obligation for women in Indian society. It
is a significant variable which not only brings behavioural changes among women but
also brings significant changes in their social status. In every society the roles, duties
and responsibilities that are assigned to women differ on the basis of their marital
status. The following table presents the distribution of respondents by their marital

status.
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Table 4.4

Marital Status of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Marital Status Chari Gaon Randhanijan Balijan Total
Gaon Gaon
Unmarried 27 26 19 2
(17.88) (20.96) (13.01) (17.10)
Married 106 82 112 300
(70.19) (66.12) (76.71) (71.25)
. 18 16 15 49
Widowed (11.92) (12.90) (10.27) (11.63)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

Of the respondents nearly three fourths (71.25%) were married: nearly three
fourths (70.19%) in Chari Gaon, two thirds (66.12%) in Randhanijan Gaon and over
three fourths (76.71%) in Balijan Gaon. The rest were unmarried and widowed. Thus,

it is seen that majority of the respondents were married.

TYPE OF FAMILY

The type of family refers to the family being nuclear or joint. Family is the
primary social unit that not only provides social status of a person but also introduces
him/her to the beliefs, opinions, attitudes, norms, values, value orientations and
behaviour expectations that prevail in a society. It plays an important role in
transmitting culture of a society from one generation to the next. The following table

shows the distribution of the respondents by the type of their family.

Table 4.5
Type of family of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Family Village
Chari Gaon | Randhanijan Balijan Total
Gaon Gaon
Nuclear 68 81 53 202
(45.03) (65.32) (36.30) (47.98)
Joint 83 43 93 219
(54.96) (34.67) (63.69) (52.01)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

87




Over half (52.01%) of the respondents belong to joint families and the rest are
from the nuclear families. Nearabout three fifths (54.96%) of the respondents from
Chari Gaon and over three fifths (63.69%) from Balijan Gaon were from the joint
families whereas over three fifths (65.32%) from Randhanijan Gaon were from the

nuclear families.

Compare to the three villages majority of the respondents from Randhanijan
Gaon are from nuclear families because their male family members mostly works in
the town as labourer, driver, rickshaw puller, carpenter, bus conductor, shopkeeper
etc. Most of them have got married in the early age of life and starts their family life
in a nuclear type. On the other hand majority of the respondents from Chari Gaon and
Balijan Gaon belong to joint families because their main occupation is agriculture

which requires more labours.
FAMILY SIZE

Since the type of family provides only a social phenomenon, an attempt has
also been made to collect information on number of members in a given family of the
respondents so that the influence of family size on different aspects of participation
can be observed. The following table shows the size of the family of the respondents:

Table 4.6

Family Size of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Size of Family Chari Gaon Randhanijan Balijan Gaon Total
Gaon

Small(1-4) 34 60 41 135
(22.51) (48.38) (28.08) (32.06)

Medium(5-8) 67 33 46 146
(44.37) (26.61) (31.50) (34.67)

Large 50 31 59 140
(More than 8) (33.11) (25) (40.41) (33.25)

Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table reveals that over one third (34.67%) of the respondents’ family size
is medium, followed by one third (33.25%) in the large size and about one third

(32.06%) in the small sized family. It indicates that their family is passing through a
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change from the large size towards small size. Hence, at present, more families of

medium size.

By village, over two fifths (44.37%) of the respondents in Chari Gaon were
having medium size family. Nearly half (48.38%) of the respondents in Randhanijan
Gaon were having small size family and in Balijan Gaon over two fifths (40.41%) of
the respondents were having large size of family. Regarding family size there is a
significant difference among the three villages, it is due to the culture of the society.
As mentioned earlier in the table No. 4.5 the difference of the family type of the three

villages is because of their occupation, here also the same factor is responsible.
EDUCATIONAL STATUS

Education is needed for all round development of human mankind. It
determines the life style, occupation and behaviour pattern of women to a great
extend. Education provides greater information, more critical, calculative, broader and
analytical approach towards different rural development programmes. The following
table shows the educational distribution of the respondents into educational
categories:

Table 4.7

Educational Status of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Educational Status Village
Chari Randhanijan Balijan Total
Gaon Gaon Gaon
Illiterate 16 38 33 87
(10.59) (30.64) (22.60) (20.66)
Primary School 28 38 38 104
(1-7) (18.54) (30.64) (26.02) (24.70)
High School 43 37 48 128
(8-10) (28.47) (29.83) (32.87) (30.40)
Higher Secondary School 48 11 23 82
(11-12) (31.78) (8.87) (15.75) (19.47)
Graduation 14 - 4 18
(B.A, B.Sc, B.Comm) (9.27) (2.73) (4.27)
Post Graduation 2 - - 2
(M.A) (1.32) 0.47)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012
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Nearly one third (30.40%) of the respondents has education up to high school,
followed by the primary school education (24.70%). In Chari Gaon nearly one third
(31.78%) respondents were educated up to higher secondary school and in Balijan
Gaon about one third (32.87%) are educated up to the high school while in
Randhanijan Gaon nearly one third (30.64%) of the respondents were educated up to
the primary school and another nearly one third (30.64%) were illiterate. Thus,

Charigaon and Balijan have higher educational level than Randhanijan Gaon.
OCCUPATION

Occupation is not merely a source of livelihood but also determines the social
status of a person in society. It determines one’s economic status and provides ample
opportunities of social interaction which ultimately affects one’s life. Therefore, the
study of occupation of women is very essential for understanding the socio-economic
group to which they belong. The following table presents distribution of respondents
by their occupations.

Table 4.8

Occupation of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village Total
Name of Chari Gaon Randhanijan Balijan Gaon N=421
Occupation N=151 Gaon N=146
N=124
Agriculture 143 70 146 359
(94.70) (56.45) (100) (85.27)
Business 120 91 113 324
(79.47) (73.38) (77.39) (76.95)
Service 4 1 - 5
(2.64) (0.80) (1.18)
Labour 4 20 9 26
(2.64) (16.12) (6.16) (6.17)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The respondents were distributed over four categories of occupation; namely,
agriculture, business, service-jobs and labour. Over four fifths (85.27%) of the
respondents had agriculture as occupation, followed by business constituting over

three fourth (76.95%).

Thus, Chari Gaon had more respondents in the occupation of service-jobs than
the other two villages while Randhanijan Gaon had more respondents from the

occupation of labour than the other two villages. The respondents who had jobs were
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school teachers and agent in money market. The respondents engaged in the business
of tailor shop, grocery shop, small scale industry, handloom etc. Those who were

labour they works in the paddy fields and as a maid.
FAMILY COMPOSITION

Family background plays an important role in moulding the behaviour of its
members. Family also provides recognition and security to the individuals. Hence,
living arrangements are very crucial for the economic and social status of the person.
If the family has landed property and needs family labour force, it will hold the family
members together. In other words, in some cases joint property may be a binding
force for them to pull along. It is for this reason that it is essential to know the

composition of the household in which the respondents are residing.
Family Composition by Sex

The type of sex distribution influences social structure and life, particularly
participation of members in a village. There may be normal or skewed distribution of
the two sexes in population of any village. On the basis of sex, the respondents’
family members are distributed into the following table:

Table 4.9

Sex-composition of the Respondents’ Family Members
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Sex Chari Gaon | Randhanijan Balijan Total
Gaon Gaon

Male 392 317 435 1144
(49.74) (48.32) (50) (49.43)

Female 396 339 435 1170
(50.25) (51.67) (50) (50.56)

Total 788 656 870 2314

(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that of the respondents’ family members are almost equally
distributed between the two sexes; however, it is slightly tilted towards females. The

same holds true about Charigaon and Randhanijan while in Balijan it is exactly equal.

Thus, number of females is slightly higher than that of males. In Assam,
almost all women want to have at least one son and one daughter. However, a strong

preference for sons among rural women is there. Because of that the female ratio is
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higher in Charigaon and Randhanijan Gaon. On the other hand in Balijan Gaon
because of the influence of political parties the culture of the village is changing and

hence the villagers used to stop family planning after two or three.
Family Composition by Age

Age structure reveals the utility of people for work and other purposes. The
age distribution of respondent’s family members is shown in the following table:
Table 4.10

Age-Structure of the Respondents” Family Members
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village

Age Chari Gaon Randhanijan Gaon Balijan Gaon Grand Total
Group

M F Total M F Total M F Total M F Total

85 %0 | 175 77 | 82 | 150 | 110 | 118 | 228 | 272 | 290 | 562
0-14 1 2168) | (2272)22.20) | (24.29) | (24.18)|(2423) |25.28) | 27.12)| (26.20)| (23.77)| 24.78)| (24.28)

32 | 124 | 256 19 | 121 | 240 | 157 | 146 | 303 | 408 | 391 | 799
15401 33.67) | (31.31)|(32.48) | (37.53)|(35.69)|(36.58) |(36.09) | (33.56)| (34.82)| (35.66)| (33.41)| (34.52)

103 | 119 | 222 8 | 98 | 184 | 94 | 72 | 166 | 283 | 289 | 572
41601 5627y 1 (30.05)|(28.17) | (27.12) | (28.90)|(28.04) |21.60) | (16.55) | (19.08)| (24.73) 24.70)| (24.71)

7 63 | 135 35 | 38 | 73 | 74 | 99 | 173 | 181 | 200 | 381
60+ | (18.36) | (15.90)|(17.13) | (11.04) [(11.20)|(11.12) |(17.01) | 22.75)| (19.88)| (15.82)(17.09) | (16.46)

302 | 396 | 788 | 317 | 339 | 656 | 435 | 435 | 870 | 1144 | 1170 | 2314
Total 1 100y | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | 100y | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The above table reveals that of the total respondents' family members over one third
(34.52%) are in the age group of 15-40, followed by about one fourth each in 0-14 and
41-60 age groups. And nearly one fifth (16.46%) of the respondents’ family members
belonged to the age group of 60+. Thus, over two fifths of their family members are non-
working population and about three fifths are working population. That is, dependents are
quite numerous across the villagers and genders. Interestingly, the tribal village has nearly
half of the family population as non-working. It is due to comparatively greater number of

large and joint families in Balijan, perhaps, due to tribal values.
Family Composition by Marital Status of the Family Members

Marriage organizes a population into different status groups which characterize
social life variously. The following table shows the marital status of the respondents’

family members:
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Table 4.11
Marital Status of the Respondents’ Family Members
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Marital Chari Gaon Randhanijan Gaon Balijan Gaon Grand Total
Status | M F |Total | M F Total M F |Total | M F Total

Married 181 184 365 | 157 | 162 319 223 210 433 | 561 556 1117
(46.17) | (46.46)|(46.31)|(49.52)[(47.78) | (48.62) [(51.26)|(48.27) | (49.77)((49.03)| (47.52)| (48.27)

Un- 169 | 181 | 350 | 133 | 149 282 | 178 | 190 | 368 | 480 | 520 | 1000
married | (43.11)| (45.70)| (44.41)(41.95)|(43.95) | (42.98) |(40.91) |(43.67) | (42.29)[(41.95)| (44.44)| (43.21)

Widow-| 31 73 | 27 | 28 55 34 | 35 69 | 103 | 94 | 197

ed/ .
Widower“om) (7.82) | (9.26) [(8.51)](8.25) | (8.38) | (7.81) | (8.04) | (7.93) [(9.00)| (8.03)| (8.51)

Total 392 396 788 | 317 | 339 656 435 435 870 | 1144 | 1170 | 2314
(100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) [ (100) | (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that near about half (48.27%) of the respondents’ family
members are married, and over two fifths (43.21%) are unmarried. Only nearly one

tenth (8.51%) are widows or widowers.

Family Composition by Age- at- Marriage
Age at marriage of a person is very useful in understanding the socio-cultural
status of a society. The age at the time of marriage of the respondents’ female family

members is given in the following tables:

Table 4.12
Age at Marriage of the Respondents’ Female Family Members

(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Age at Chari Randhanijan Balijan Grand
Marriage Gaon Gaon Gaon Total
11-17 5 31 16 52
(2.32) (16.31) (6.53) (8)
18.24 66 95 40 201
(30.69) (50) (16.32) (30.92)
531 86 38 92 216
(40) (20) (37.55) (33.23)
32-38 31 15 61 107
(14.41) (7.89) (24.89) (16.46)
39-45 27 11 36 74
(12.55) (5.78) (14.69) (11.38)
Total 215 190 245 650

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The data reveals that one third (33.23%) of the respondents’ female family
members married in the age at 25-31, followed by nearly one third (30.92%) who

married in the age of 18-24. Nearly one tenth (8%) is female family members married
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in 11-17 years of age. Nearly one fifth (16.46%) married in 32-38 years and the rest in
39-45 years.

Charigaon and Balijan have majority of late youthhood marriages and
Randhanijan has majority of early youthhood marriages, alongwith nearly one fifth of

the marriages solemnised during childhood.

To evaluate the comparative perspective of gender on actual age for
marriage, the age at the time of marriage for males is also analyzed. The following
table shows the age at marriage of the males:

Table 4.13
Age at Marriage of the Male Family Members

(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Age at Chari Randhanijan Balijan Total
Marriage Gaon Gaon Gaon
2 26 10 38
17-20 (0.89) (14.13) (3.89) (5.72)
13 23 39 75
21-24 (5.82) (12.5) 15.17) | (11.29)
25-28 15 66 30 111
(6.72) (35.86) (11.67) (16.71)
29-32 25 15 102 142
(11.21) (8.15) (39.68) (21.38)
33-36 80 20 24 124
(35.87) (10.86) (9.33) (18.67)
37-40 44 14 18 76
(19.73) (7.60) (7.00) (11.44)
41-44 33 13 23 69
(14.79) (7.06) (8.94) (10.39)
45-48 19 7 11 37
(8.52) (3.80) (4.28) (5.57)
Total 223 184 257 664

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that over one fifth (21.38%) of the respondents male family
members married in 29-32 years, followed by nearly one fifth (18.67%) in 33-36
years. A small portion (5.72%) of the married in 17-20 years.

The marriage patterns among male family members of the respondents are the
same as those found among their female members in the three villages due to the

same socio-cultural reasons.
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Family Composition by Educational Status

Education is the key which opens the door to life, develops humanity and
promotes national development. An attempt was made to collect information about
the educational status of the family members of the respondents because it also
determines the culture, level of understanding of a person which influences women’s
participation in rural development.

Table 4.14

Educational Status of the Household Members by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Educa-tional Chari Gaon Randhanijan Gaon Balijan Gaon Grand Total
Status M F | Total | M F | Total | M F | Total | M F | Total
25 36 61 65 86 151 42 73 115 132 | 195 | 327

Miterate | ¢ 37y 19100y | (7.74) [(20.50)[(25.36) | 23.01)| (9.65) | (16.78)|(13.21)|(11.53){(16.66)| (14.13)

Primary | 40 | 58 98 | 114 | 138 | 252 | 105 | 88 | 193 | 259 | 284 | 543
School  [(10.20) [14.64) | (12.43)|(35.96) | (40.70) | (38.41) | (24.13) | (20.22) | (22.18)|(22.63)|(24.27)| (23.46)

62 83 145 75 83 158 116 108 224 | 253 | 274 | 527

High Schooll ;5 ¢1) 120.95)| (18.40) | (23.65)| (24.48) | (24.08) | (26.66)| (24.82) [(25.74) | 22.11)(23.41)| 22.77)

Sgﬁﬁ, 12 | 98 | 200 | 45 | 22 | 67 | 97 | 84 | 181 | 244 | 204 | 448
e (26.02) [24.74) | (25.38) [ (14.19) | (648) | (10.21)(22.29)| (19.31) |(20.80)|(21.32)(17.43)/ (19.36)
Gradustion | 133 | 94 | 227 | 18 | 10 [ 28 | 70 | 64 | 134 | 221 [ 168 | 389
(33.92) [23.73) | (28.80)| (5.67) | (2.94) | (4.26) |(16.09)| (14.71)|(15.40) |(19.31){(14.35) (16.81)

Post 30 | 27 | 57 ] ] ] 5 18 | 23 | 35 | 45 | 80

Graduation | (7.65) |(6.81) | (7.23) (1.14) | @.13) | (2.64) [(3.05)|(3.84)| (3.45)

Total 392 | 396 | 788 | 317 | 339 | 656 | 435 | 435 | 870 | 1144 | 1170 | 2314
(100) |(100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that about one fourth (23.46%) have education up to primary
school; comprising 22.63% males and 24.27% females. In the three villages,
nearabout one fourth of the family members have each primary and high school
education, one fifth and nearly one fifth of them have higher secondary school and
graduation respectively and a small fraction has post graduation. Maximum members
in Randhanijan have primary education, in Balijan it is high school and in Charigaon
it is higher secondary school education. Randhanijan has not post graduation. This
pattern is found across both the genders. In the three villages females are seen lagging

behind males.

The following table shows the family composition by languages known among

the household members by sex:
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Table 4.15
Family Composition by Languages known among the Household Members by Sex
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Lzﬁ;g(;lwarglcs Chari Gaon Randhanijan Gaon Balijan Gaon Grand Total
M F Total M F Total M F Total M F Total
Assamese 96 150 246 163 214 377 139 212 351 398 576 974
N TT1(24.48)| (37.87) [ (31.21)| (51.41){(63.12) | (57.46) | (31.95)|(48.73) | (40.34) | (34.79) | (49.23) | (42.09)
Assamese,| 70 64 134 88 55 143 118 85 203 276 204 480
Hindi |(17.85)]|(16.16)|(17.00)|(27.76)|(16.22)|(21.79) | (27.12)|(19.54) | (23.33) | (24.12) | (17.43)| (20.74)
Assamese,| 122 129 251 23 21 44 85 97 182 230 247 477

English [(31.12)](32.57)|(31.85)| (7.25) | (6.19) | (6.70) |(19.54)|(22.29)|(20.91)(20.10)| (21.11)|(20.61)

Assamese,| o4 | 53 157 | 43 49 92 93 41 134 | 240 | 143 | 383

Eﬁﬂlg? (26.53)| (13.38)(19.92) | (13.56)| (14.45) | (14.02) | (21.37)| (9.42) | (15.40)|(20.97)| (12.22)|(16.55)
ol | 392 | 396 | 788 | 317 | 339 | 656 | 435 | 435 | 870 | 1144 | 1170 | 2314

(100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

It is seen that, besides Assamese, nearly two fifths (37.16%) of the respondent’s
household members know English, and another nearly two fifths (37.29%) know
Hindi. The knowledge of English and Hindi is almost equal both the genders of the
families as they have minimum education up to high school. On the other hand,
majority of the male persons know both Hindi and English compare to the female
persons. It is because the male persons frequently communicate with urban people in
their everyday activities. This particular portion of the male household members
constitutes over one fifth (20.97%) of the totality. Through media like Television,
Radio and by conversation with some of communities like Marowaries and Biharies;
over one fifth (20.74%) of the household members have acquired knowledge about
Hindi. Generally, they can speak Hindi but cannot write properly. Over two fifths
(42.09%) of the household members do not have knowledge other than their mother
tongue i.e Assamese. Thus, illiterate masses of the three villages have less
communication with the outer world. Maximum of them are monolingual and

bilingual (over two thirds, each) and nearly one fifth are trilingual.

LIVING STANDARD

The living standard of a family also determines the status and culture of the
family. The present study takes some indicators of living standards, i.e., house type,
living rooms, sources of drinking water, type of fuel for cooking, means of lighting,

sanitation condition etc.
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House Types

The types of house show the living scenario of rural dwellers. It also provides a clue
for the discussion of women’s participation in rural development programmes. Types of

house of the respondents are shown in the following table:

Table 4.16

House Types of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
. Randhanijan .
Type of House Chari Gaon Gaon Balijan Gaon Total
RCC building (9.93) (1.61) 4.79) (5.70)
brick waitand coment| 7 15 40 e
plaster (37.74) (12.09) (27.39) (26.60)
Hvall s bambos | %9 37 51 137
and mud plaster (32.45) (29.83) (34.93) (32.54)
&?Zi?otiﬁi \;11331 30 64 48 142
walls with tin roof (19.86) (SL.6D) (32.87) (33.72)
Traditional Mising ) 6 ] 6
house (4.83) (1.42)
Total 151 124 146 121
o (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that about one (32.3%) of the houses are pacca and another about
one third (32.54%) are semi- pacca whereas over one third (35.14%) are kachcha houses. By
village, in Chari Gaon near about half (47.67%) of the houses are pacca. In Randhanijan
Gaon, over half (56.44%) of the houses are kachcha and in Balijan Gaon over one third
(34.93%) of the houses are semi- pacca. The respondents of Chari Gaon as they are wealthy
have built their houses with full brick walls and have adopted the urban living standards and
have reconstructed their houses. Randhanijan stands at last and Balijan in the middle of the

ranking arranging them on the basis of house type.

Living Rooms
The number of living rooms of a house also indicates the standard of living of
the dwellers. The following table shows the number of living rooms in the houses of

the respondents:
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Table 4.17

Living Rooms in the Respondents’ Houses

(Percentage in Parentheses)

. Village
Number of Living Randhanijan
Rooms Chari Gaon Balijan Gaon Total
Gaon
20

49 14 83
3 (13.24) (39.51) 9.58) (19.71)

4 22 32 25 79
(14.56) (25.80) (17.12) (18.76)

5 54 18 37 109
(35.76) (14.51) (25.34) (25.89)

6 30 10 48 88
(19.86) (8.06) (32.87) (20.90)

25 15 22 62
More than 6 (16.55) (12.09) (15.06) (14.72)

Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The data reveal that over one fourth (25.89%) of the respondents have five
living rooms, followed by over one fifth (20.90%) having six rooms. And nearly one
fifth (19.71%) have only three living rooms. By village, in Chari Gaon nearly two
fifths (35.76%) of the respondents have five living rooms whereas in Randhanijan
Gaon nearly two fifths (39.51%) of the respondents have only three living rooms. On
the other hand, in Balijan Gaon about one third (32.87%) of the respondent have six
living rooms. The differences of living rooms among the three villages are because of
their family size and also economic status. Those who belong to joint family used to
build their house with at least 4-5 rooms which is necessary. On the other hand those
who have good economic condition they used to build their house with several rooms

like drawing room, bed room, childrens’ room, guest room, dining room, Kitchen etc.

Drinking Water

Majority of Indian villages have problems of drinking water but in the villages
of Assam most of them get drinking water either from pond or from ring well.
Government schemes have provided deep tube well in each village. Deep tube well and
the water tanks located in different part in the villages are maintained by the village

councis. The following table shows the sources of drinking water of the respondents:
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Table 4.18
Sources of Drinking Water among the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Sources of Drinking R Véﬂag?
Water Chari Gaon anchanijan Balijan Gaon Total
Gaon
17
. 2 20 39
Ring Well (11.25) (1.61) (13.69) (9.26)
64 73 75 212
Deep Tube Well (42.38) (58.87) (51.36) (50.35)
39 34 13 91
Kaccha Well (25.82) (27.41) (12.32) (21.61)
Pond 31 15 33 79
(20.52) (12.09) (22.60) (18.76)
Towl 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

Over half (50.35%) of the respondents have use deep tube well for drinking
water followed by over one fifth (21.61%) depends on kaccha well. Nearly one fifth
(18.76%) of the respondents have ponds for drinking water. And nearly one tenth
(9.26%) of the respondents have ring well for it. By village, in Chari Gaon over two
fifths (42.38%) of the respondents have deep tube well for drinking water. In
Randhanijan Gaon over half (58.87%) of the respondents have deep tube well for
drinking water. In Balijan Gaon also over half (51.36%) of the respondents have deep
tube well for drinking water. In Chari Gaon the respondents have their private deep
tube wells in their houses. On the other hand in Randhanijan Gaon and Balijan Gaon
the respondent collect the drinking water from the public deep tube well in their
village. The difference is because the respondents from Charigaon have better
economic condition than other two village respondents and so they could install their

private private deep tube wells for daily use of water.
Methods of Purifying Water

For many years people have using different manual methods for purifying
drinking water; now-a-days electronic purifier is also in great demand in many rural
areas. On the basis of villagers’ choice three categories have been made, namely: (i)
indigenous water filter, (ii) boiling and (iii) electronic purifier. The following table

shows the distribution of respondents into their water purification methods:
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Table 4.19
Method of Purifying Drinking Water among the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Method of Purifying ..
Drinking Water Chari Gaon Randhanijan Balijan Gaon Total
Gaon
Indigenous Water 120 84 116 320
Filter (79.47) (67.74) (79.45) (76.00)
Boilin 19 40 27 86
5 (12.58) (32.25) (18.49) (20.42)
. - 12 3 15
Electronic Purifier (7.94) - (2.05) (3.56)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

Over three fourths (76.00%) of the respondents have indigenous water filters for
purifying drinking water. Over one fifth (20.42%) of the respondents boil the water to purify.
And only a small portion (3.56%) of the respondents has electronic purifier. By village, in
Chari Gaon, nearly four fifths (79.47%) of the respondents have indigenous water filter. In
Randhanijan Gaon over three fifth (67.74%) of the respondents have water filter and in
Balijan Gaon, nearly four fifth (79.45%) of the respondents have water filter. Randhanijan
doesn’t have electronic filter at all. It indicates that weather rich or poor most of the
respondents use water filter for purifying drinking water. They are aware about the diseases
which occur from dirty water and so they are conscious about it. But economic, educational
and occupational differences of the villages are reflected in their methods of water

purification.
Types of Fuels

Fuel is a necessary requirement in household activities. In Assam people
mostly use firewood rather than other fuels. At present LPG is almost common in the
entire areas of Assam. The respondents are divided into three categories on the basis

of use of fuels:
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Table 4.20

Types of Cooking Fuel among the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
T . Randhanijan ..
ype of Fuel Chari Gaon Gaon Balijan Gaon Total
110 45 71 226
LPG. (72.84) (36.29) (48.63) (53.68)
Kerosene 21 55 40 116
(13.90) (44.35) (27.39) (27.55)
Fire wood 20 24 35 79
(13.24) (19.35) (23.97) (18.76)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that over half (53.68%) of the respondents use L.P.G. as fuel
for cooking. Over one fourth (27.55%) of the respondents use kerosene, and nearly
one fifth (18.76%) of the respondents use fire wood as fuel. By village, in Chari Gaon
nearly three fourths (72.84%) of the respondents use L.P.G. as fuel for cook. In
Balijan Gaon nearly half (48.63%) of the respondents use L.P.G. as fuel while in
Randhanijan Gaon over two fifths (44.35%) of the respondents use kerosene as fuel. It
indicates that the respondents of Randhanijan Gaon have low standard of living than

the other two villages.

Means of Lighting

The means of lighting used by the respondents indicate the economic status of the

family. The following table shows the means of lighting use by the respondents:

Table 4.21
Means of Lighting Used by the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Means of Lighting Chari Gaon Randhanijan Gaon Balijan Gaon Total
Electricity 120 7S 20 285
(79.47) (60.48) (61.64) (67.69)
Kerosene 31 35 3] o7
(20.52) (28.22) (21.23) (23.04)
Candle - 14 25 39
(11.29) (17.12) (9.26)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The data show that over three fifth (67.69%) of the respondents use electricity

as means of lighting. Over one fifth (23.04%) of the respondents use kerosene and
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nearly one tenth (9.26%) of the respondents use candle. By village, in Chari Gaon
nearly four fifth (79.47%) of the respondents have electricity facility in their house. In
Randhanijan Gaon over three fifths (60.48%) of the respondents have electricity and

in Balijan Gaon also over three fifths (61.64%) of the respondents have electricity.
Types of Sanitation

Sanitary condition of a house makes difference of status among the families.
There are two types of latrines the respondents used in the villages; namely, pacca
and kachcha. The following table shows the types of sanitation used by the
respondents:
Table 4.22

Sanitation Status of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
.. . Randhanijan ..
Sanitation Status Chari Gaon Gaon Balijan Gaon Total
. 50 68 55 173
Kachcha Latrine (33.11) (54.83) (37.67) (41.09)
Pacca Latrine 101 36 91 248
(66.88) (45.16) (62.32) (58.90)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that nearly three fifth (58.90%) of the respondents have pacca
sanitation and over two fifths (41.09%) have kachcha sanitation. By village, in Chari
gaon two thirds (66.88%) of the respondents have pacca sanitation and in Balijan
Gaon also over three fifths (62.32%) of the respondents have pacca sanitation. On the
other hand, in Randhanijan Gaon over half (54.83%) of the respondents have kachcha

sanitation.

Types of Bathroom

Bathroom in a house also indicates the standard of living. The following table

shows the type of bathroom used by the respondents:
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Table 4.23

Type of Bathrooms Used by the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Type of Bathroom Chari Gaon Randhanijan Balijan Gaon Total
Gaon
Kachcha (46.35) (70.96) (51.36) (55.34)
Pacca 1 0 ot 16
(53.64) (29.03) (48.63) (44.65)
151 124 146 421

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that over half (55.34%) of the respondents have kachcha

bathrooms and over two fifths (44.65%) have pacca bathrooms. By village, in Chari
Gaon over half (53.64%) of the respondents have pacca bathroom while in
Randhanijan Gaon over two thirds (70.96%) of the respondents have kachcha
bathroom. In Balijan Gaon over half (51.36%) of the respondents have kachcha

bathroom.

Electricity Facility

Besides bathroom, electricity facility in a house indicates the standard of

living of a family. The following table shows the respondents by having electricity

facility:
Table 4.24
Status of Electricity Facility in Houses of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)
Status of R VcllLlag?
Electricity Facility Chari Gaon anGai]:ann Balijan Gaon Total
120
75 90 285
Yes (79.47) (60.48) (61.64) (67.69)
No 31 49 56 136
(20.52) (39.51) (38.35) (32.30)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table reveals that over two thirds (67.69%) of the respondents has

electricity facilities in their houses and the rest (32.30%) do not have. By village, in

Chari Gaon four fifths (79.47%) of the respondents have electricity facility in their
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houses. In Randhanijan Gaon and in Balijan Gaon over three fifths (60.48% and

61.64% respectively) of the respondents have electricity facilities in their house.

Size of Cultivable Land

Land adds to the economic and social status of the persons. As a rural area the
respondents have a lot of cultivable land. The distribution of respondents into
cultivable land is shown in the following table:

Table 4.25

Cultivable Landholding Size among the Respondent
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Landholding Size Numk};er (zlthH({l?seholds Total
(in bighas) Chari Gaon anchanyan Balijan Gaon
Gaon
Landle 15 22 9 46
59 (9.93) (17.74) (6.16) (10.92)
Marginal - 20 25 45
(<) (16.12) (17.12) (10.68)
Small 55 41 43 139
(1-5) (36.42) (33.06) (29.45) (33.01H
Medium 39 30 50 119
(6-10) (25.82) (24.19) (34.24) (28.26)
High Medium 31 7 12 50
(11-15) (20.52) (5.64) (8.21) (11.87)
Large 11 4 7 22
(>15) (7.28) (3.22) (4.79) (5.22)
Total 151 124 146 421
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that one third (33.01%) of the respondents have small (1-5
bighas) landholdings, over one fourth (28.26%) have medium (6-10 bighas)
landholdings, over one tenth (11.87%) of the respondents have high medium (11-15
bighas) landholdings and only a small fraction (5.22%) has large size (16-20 bighas)
of landholdings. Over one tenth (10.68%) have marginal (less than 1 bighas) of
landholdings. Over one tenth (10.92%) of the respondents are landless. By villages, in
Chari Gaon nearly two fifths (36.42%) have small size (1-5 bighas) of cultivable land.
In Randhanijan Gaon one third (33.06%) have small size (1-5 bighas) of cultivable
land. In Balijan Gaon over one third (34.24%) have medium (6-10 bighas)
landholdings.
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Thus, most of the respondents (89.04%) have cultivable landholdings. Inspite
of that many of the respondents have given their landholdings for cultivations to
sharecroppers because they do not get much time for cultivation of their lands as they

are engaged in various other occupations for livelihood.

Types of Crop

The respondents more or less depend on agriculture to fulfil their basic needs.
Their families cultivate different types of crops for consumption as well as commercial
purpose. The respondents of the three villages are commonly associated with two
types of crops, i.e., kharif crop and rabi crop. Mainly paddy is grown during the kharif
crop. Planting of paddy crop starts from the last of April and continues to the first of
June. On the other hand, harvesting of crops starts in the middle of November and
runs up to the last of December. Besides that, the villagers plant various vegetables
such as cabbage, potato, tomato, carrot, radish, beans and brinjal during the season of
rabi crops. Its starts in the month of December and lasts till the first week of March.
The following table shows the types of crops grown by the respondents’ families:

Table 4.26

Crops Grown by the Respondents’ Families
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Number of Cultivating Families
Type of Crop Chari Gaon Randhanijan Balijan Gaon Total
Gaon
Kharif Crop (63229) 75 69 226
(paddy) ' (73.52) (50.36) (60.26)
Rabi Crop (cabbage,
brinjal, tomato, potato, 54 27 68 149
carrot, radish, bean)+ (39.70) (26..47) (49..63) (39.73)
Kharif crops (paddy)
Total 136 102 137 375
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

Of the total families household over three fifths (60.26%) grow kharif crop
whereas nearly two fifths (39.73%) grow both kharif crop of rice and rabi crop of
cabbage, brinjal, tomato, potato, carrot, radish and beans. Thus, a small fraction of
households cultivated rabi crops to fulfil their basic needs. Majority of the families

could not grow rabi crop due to unavailability of water in the fields.
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By village, in Chari Gaon over three fifths (60.29%) of the families grow only
kharif crop. In Randhanijan Gaon nearly three fourths (73.52%) of the families grow
only kharif crop. In Balijan Gaon over half (50.36%) of the families grow only kharif
crop and nearly half (49.63%) grow both kharif crop of rice and rabi crop.

Production of Rice in a Year

The following table shows the production of rice in a year by the respondent’s

households:

Table 4.27
Rice Producing Household of the Respondents
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Annual Rice Number of cultivating Families
I?rodqctlon Chari Gaon Randhanijan Balijan Gaon Total
(in quintals) Gaon
515 44 61 26 131
(32.35) (59.80) (18.97) (34.93)
15.25 40 24 19 83
(29.41) (23.52) (13.86) (22.13)
34 17 60 111
25-35 (25 (16.66) (43.79) (29.6)
18 32 50
3345 (13.23) i (23.35) (13.33)
Total 136 102 137 375
(100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

Of the total 89.07 % of the respondents who cultivated rice, over three tenth
(34.93%) yield 5 to 15 quintals of rice in a year, over one fourth (29.6%) yield 25 to
35 quintals in a year and over one tenth (13.33%) got 35to 45 quintals of rice in a
year. By village, in Chari Gaon one third (32.35%) of the respondents yield 5 to 15
quintals of rice in a year. In Randhanijan Gaon nearly three fifths (59.80%) yield 5 to
15 quintals of rice in a year. On the other hand, in Balijan Gaon over two fifths
(43.79%) of the respondents yield 25 to 35 quintals in a year. The small fraction
(13.33%) of them sell their production but half portion of the production is given to
the sharecroppers and therefore it becomes impossible to sell the remaining portion

for them.
Occupational Status of Family Members

Occupation is regarded as an indicator of social status. The nature of

occupation and degree of participation in the respective occupations, however,
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decides the level of social status of an individual. Occupational status in the
respondents’ families is divided into four categories; viz., agriculture, business,
service and labour. The following table shows the occupational status of the
respondent’s family members:

Table 4.28

Occupational Status of the Household Members by Sex
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Village
Chari Gaon Randhanijan Gaon Balijan Gaon Grand Total
Name of
) M F Total M F Total M F Total M F Total
Occupation
N=203 | N=212 | N=415 | N=158 | N=176 | N=334 | N=228 | N=233 | N=461 | N=589 | N=621 |[N=1210
164 130 294 140 120 260 202 190 392 506 440 946
Agriculture
(80.78)|(61.32)|(70.84) | (88.60) | (68.18) | (77.84) | (88.59) | (81.54) | (85.03)| (85.90) | (70.85) | (78.18)
Busi 104 50 154 120 35 155 183 68 251 407 153 560
usiness
(51.23)((23.58)[(37.10) [ (75.94) | (19.88) | (46.40) | (80.26) [ (29.18) [ (54.44) | (69.10) | (24.63) | (46.28)
Servi 129 27 156 52 10 62 98 19 117 279 56 335
ervice
(63.54)((12.73)[(37.59)[(32.91) | (5.68) [(18.56)|(42.98)| (8.15) [(25.37)|(47.36)| (9.01) | (27.68)
Lab 38 10 48 85 46 131 79 27 106 202 83 285
abour
(18.71)| (4.71) |(11.56) |(53.79) [(26.13)[(39.22) [ (34.64) | (11.58)|(22.99)| (34.29) | (13.36) | (23.55)

Source: Field Survey Data Collected during 7 August 2011-30 January 2012

The table shows that near four fifths (78.18%) of the family members, both
males and females, are engaged in agriculture; nearly half (46.28%) have their own
business; over one fourth (27.68%) provide service, both, private and government as
occupation. One fourth (23.55%) of them are labourers. By village, in Chari Gaon
over two thirds (70.84%); in Randhanijan Gaon over three fourths (77.84%) and in
Balijan Gaon over four fifths (85.03%) of them are engaged in agriculture as their
occupation. Thus it indicates that in the three villages majority of the family members

are occupied with agriculture.
Annual Income

The financial status of the family plays an important role to play in terms of
participation of women in rural development programmes and so an attempt has been
made to collect the information on yearly income status of the respondents’ families.
In terms of family income, the respondents in the present study have been divided into
two major groups, i.e., BPL (Below Poverty Line) and APL (Above Poverty Line),
under these two categories there are some groups based on Rupees.

The following table shows the annual income groups of BPL families:
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The table shows that out of 421 respondents 35.62% belongs to BPL families
and 64.37% belongs to APL families. About one (32%) of the families were in the
annual income of Rs. 44,301 and above, nearly one fifth (17.33%) in the income
bracket of Rs. 30,581-37,440. By village, there were nearly three fifths (59.37%) of
the respondents from Chari Gaon and over one fourth (27.27%) from Randhanijan
Gaon in the income bracket of Rs. 44,301 and above while over one fifth (21.95%) of
the respondents from Balijan Gaon were in the income bracket of Rs. 23,721-30,580.

All of these come under the category BPL families.

The following table shows the annual income of APL families:

109



0Tt

2107 Arenuef 0¢-1107 IsnSny £ Suump pajo9[o)) e £2AINS paL] :20IN0S

(0oT) ; (ooT) (ooT) (ooT) - oD (oon) (oot) ; (oon) (o1 (oot) | (00T) (ooT) 2101

1/¢ 88T €8 0] L T¢ Ly w T 61T 6 LT
(ze€) ) 97 | (1gm) ) . . ) ) . ; - (o52) | f(ews) | (I8VL) | joctoc-1000892

6 S b 6 S ¥
(98°5T) i (80°8T) (¥8'01) (02) a (Lzoo | (sg61) i i a . (8¥'81) | (s9'07) | (TT°TT) 5 -

£ 43 6 1C Sl 9 4 6T € 0c0sTToTIEC
(£T9) } (1s'9) (oz'T) (zs6) } 917D (TTe) ) B } ) (88°5) (092) ) _

1 91 I . p I / , 0911€C-10€761
[VA%47) B (ezzm) (vozr) (t972) } (sv'6) (TTe) (ov€) B (LT Lo 00 (o2711) | (98°0T) | (18°%T) ) .

€€ €T 0T 8 L I 1 9 S 1 0T 4 00EP6I-TPPLST
(82°87) B (65°97) (€L€€) (06°12) } (Tcom (8t's¢) | (over) B (TL'TO) 2 (¢69€) | (98's€) | (vLOv) )

8L 0s 8¢ €T Tl I 11 S 9 4% €€ 1T OrpLSI-18S0C
(8z°€T) B (6T°€T) (szeT) (61°91) } (1s'en (8s'ze) | (687¥T) B (€oen ©n (80'01) | (vO'€T) ) ot e

9¢ Y4 1T LT 01 L L € 4 45 45 0850ci-TcLes
(62°07) ) (19°81) (60't2) (9£v2) . (LE'8D) (zr91) | (62°8€) ) (9¢'9¢) (o) (vz'6) (z59) (Ts81) 0TLES-1980h

sS sg oz 9z T S 8T 8 0T 1T 9 S

sjuedpiyed | SISquBIA USWOAN\ e10] syuedilied | SIaqUSN | USWOAN sjuedpiyed | SIQWBIA | USWOAA e10] Siaquiaj | uswopm (sy un)
[eloL SDIUNIN soHs | pioyasnoy | ! SOIYNIN SOHS | ployssnoH | [e10L SDIUNIN soHs |ployasnoti| | SOHS | PloyasnoH | dnoin-owoouy
uoeg uefijeg uoeo ueflueypuey uoen uey)
|e10] pueln -
age||IA

(S9saUuaIRd UT 988IU90I9J)
sa1[lwe) TdV JO dwodu] [enuuy

0¥ 2lqeL




The Table No. 4.30 shows that over one fourth (28.78%) of the families were in
the annual income bracket of Rs. 1,20,581-1,57,440, while 15.86% in the income
bracket of Rs.2,31,161-2,68,020. By village, there were over one third (36.97%) from
Chari Gaon in the income bracket of Rs. 1, 20,581-1, 57,440 and over one third

(38.29%) of respondents from Randhanijan Gaon and nearly one fourth (24.76%) and
over one fifth (20.29%) in the income bracket of Rs. 46,861-83,720 and over one

tenth cent) from Balijan Gaon in the income bracket of Rs. 46,861-83,720. All were in
the APL families.

In sum, the following socio-economic background of the respondents has

been found in the chapter:

1.

Of the total respondents about two fifths (39.66%) belonged to middle age
group (36-60), followed by the old age group (61+) constituting about one
third (31.82%) and over one fourth (28.50%) belonged to the age group of
youth (18-35).

Most (90.97%) of the respondents are Hindu: 81.45% in Chari Gaon, cent per

cent in Randhanijan Gaon and 93.15% in Balijan Gaon. The rest are Muslim.

Nearly one third (30.64%) of the respondents belong to the General Castes
(GCs) followed by the Other Backward Castes (OBCs) and the Scheduled
Tribes (STs), constituting over one fourth (25.89%) and over one fifth

(22.56%) respectively.

Of the respondents nearly three fourths (71.25%) were married: nearly three
fourths (70.19%) in Chari Gaon, two thirds (66.12%) in Randhanijan Gaon
and over three fourths (76.71%) in Balijan Gaon. The rest were unmarried and

widowed. Thus, it is seen that majority of the respondents were married.

Over half (52.01%) of the respondents belong to joint families and the rest are
from the nuclear families. Nearabout three fifths (54.96%) of the respondents
from Chari Gaon and over three fifths (63.69%) from Balijan Gaon were from
the joint families whereas over three fifths (65.32%) from Randhanijan Gaon

were from the nuclear families.
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10.

1.

12.

13.

Over one third (34.67%) of the respondents’ family size is medium, followed
by one third (33.25%) in the large size and about one third (32.06%) in the

small sized family.

Nearly one third (30.40%) of the respondents has education up to high school,
followed by the primary school education (24.70%).

About one (32.3%) of the houses are pacca and another about one third (32.54%)
are semi- pacca whereas over one third (35.14%) are kachcha houses. By village, in
Chari Gaon near about half (47.67%) of the houses are pacca. In Randhanijan Gaon,
over half (56.44%) of the houses are kachcha and in Balijan Gaon over one third

(34.93%) of the houses are semi- pacca.

Over one fourth (25.89%) of the respondents have five living rooms, followed
by over one fifth (20.90%) having six rooms. And nearly one fifth (19.71%)

have only three living rooms.

Over half (50.35%) of the respondents have use deep tube well for drinking
water followed by over one fifth (21.61%) depends on kaccha well. Nearly
one fifth (18.76%) of the respondents have ponds for drinking water. And

nearly one tenth (9.26%) of the respondents have ring well for it.

Over three fourths (76.00%) of the respondents have indigenous water filters for
purifying drinking water. Over one fifth (20.42%) of the respondents boil the water to

purify. And only a small portion (3.56%) of the respondents have electronic purifier.

Over half (53.68%) of the respondents use L.P.G. as fuel for cooking. Over
one fourth (27.55%) of the respondents use kerosene, and nearly one fifth

(18.76%) of the respondents use fire wood as fuel.

Nearly three fifth (58.90%) of the respondents have pacca sanitation and over
two fifths (41.09%) have kachcha sanitation. By village, in Chari gaon two
thirds (66.88%) of the respondents have pacca sanitation and in Balijan Gaon
also over three fifths (62.32%) of the respondents have pacca sanitation. On
the other hand, in Randhanijan Gaon over half (54.83%) of the respondents

have kachcha sanitation.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Over two thirds (67.69%) of the respondents have electricity facilities in their houses
and the rest (32.30%) do not have. By village, in Chari Gaon four fifths (79.47%) of
the respondents have electricity facility in their houses. In Randhanijan Gaon and in
Balijan Gaon over three fifths (60.48% and 61.64% respectively) of the respondents

have electricity facilities in their house.

One third (33.01%) of the respondents have small (1-5 bighas) landholdings, over one
fourth (28.26%) have medium (6-10 bighas) landholdings, over one tenth (11.87%) of
the respondents have high medium (11-15 bighas) landholdings and only a small
fraction (5.22%) has large size (16-20 bighas) of landholdings. Over one tenth
(10.68%) have marginal (less than 1 bighas) of landholdings. Over one tenth
(10.92%) of the respondents are landless. By villages, in Chari Gaon nearly two fifths
(36.42%) have small size (1-5 bighas) of cultivable land. In Randhanijan Gaon one
third (33.06%) have small size (1-5 bighas) of cultivable land. In Balijan Gaon over
one third (34.24%) have medium (6-10 bighas) landholdings.

Of the total families household over three fifths (60.26%) grow kharif crop
whereas nearly two fifths (39.73%) grow both kharif crop of rice and rabi crop

of cabbage, brinjal, tomato, potato, carrot, radish and beans.

Of the total 89.07 % of the respondents who cultivated rice, over three tenth
(34.93%) yield 5 to 15 quintals of rice in a year, over one fourth (29.6%) yield 25 to
35 quintals in a year and over one tenth (13.33%) got 35to 45 quintals of rice in a

year.

Near four fifths (78.18%) of the family members, both males and females, are
engaged in agriculture; nearly half (46.28%) have their own business; over one
fourth (27.68%) provide service, both, private and government as occupation.

One fourth (23.55%) of them are labourers.
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