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(b) Critically comment on the plight of the hijras in PG EVEN SEMESTER EXAMINATION, 2024
Indian Society as portrayed in “A Hijra’s Own
Story”. 10 ENGLISH

4th Semester

10. (a) Briefly comment on the portrayal of the
policeman in “Rape”. 4

Or

Course No. : ENG - 653 (GL)
(Gender & Literature II)

Full Marks : 70

(b) Briefly comment on Goonda atrocities as
Pass Marks : 28

discussed in “A Hijra’s Own Story”. 4

Time : 3 hours
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The figures in the margin indicate full marks for the questions

(Answer all questions)

UNIT-I

1. (a) Write a critical essay on Judith Butler’s
argument that gender and sexuality are
“performative” and fluid identities rather than
essential and fixed in nature. 10

Or

(b) Critically discuss the significance of the Radical
Lesbian intervention in the form of “The Woman-
Identified Woman” pamphlet in the course of
Second Wave Feminist movement. 10

2. Write a brief note on any one of the following: 4
(a) Heterosexuality as a copy without an original
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(b)

()

(b)

()

(b)

()

(2)

Limitations of “The Woman-Identified Woman”
movement

UNIT-II

Critically discuss after Stryker the significance
of Transgender Studies as a field of
interdisciplinary scholarship committed to the
politics of “(de) subjugated knowledges”. 10

Or

In what ways does Lorde in her essay “I Am Your
Sister: Black Women Organizing Across
Sexualities” make a passionate plea for uniting
Black women of all sexualities for the fight against
patriarchy?

Why does Lorde say that the “terror of Black

Lesbians is buried in that deep inner place

where we have been taught to fear all

difference”? 4
Or

Why does Bhaswati Chakravorty in her essay
say that “even as an ‘insider’ in the political
dispensation”, a hijra like Kamla Jaan remains
an ‘outsider™ 4

UNIT-III

The Bell Jar depicts the oppressive patriarchal
society and its effect on young women. Critically
comment on the validity of the statement based
on your reading of The Bell Jar. 10

(b)

(b)

(b)

()

(b)

()

(3)

Or

Critically comment on Alice Walker’s concept of
“womanism” and the use of the same in The Color
Purple. 10

Briefly comment on the character portrayal of

Esther Greenwood in The Bell Jar. 4
Or

Briefly comment on the role played by Shug

Avery in The Color Purple. 4

UNIT-IV

Critically comment on the significance of the

title, A Friend’s Story. 10
Or

Critically examine Seven Steps around the Fire
as a detective play. 10

Briefly comment on the character portrayal of

Nama in A Friend’s Story. 4
Or
Briefly comment on the role played by Champa
in Seven Steps around the Fire. 4
UNIT-V

Critically comment on the utopian world for
women as imagined in “Sultana’s Dream”. 10

Or
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