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PG Even Semester Exam, 2024 
 

HISTORY 
 
 

2nd Semester  
 

COURSE NO. HIS-556 

[ Caste and Tribe in Indian History ]  
 

Full Marks : 70 

Pass Marks : 28 
 

Time : 3 hours 
 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks for the questions 
 

Answer five questions, taking one from each Unit  

 

UNIT-I 

1. Critically assess the colonial perspectives on caste 

and tribes?  14 

2. Discuss the salient features of Dalit Historiography 

on caste? 14 

UNIT-II 

3. Was caste a static institution in Ancient India? 

Discuss. 14 

4. Did the Bhakti movement challenge the hierarchical 

order of caste? 14 

 

 

UNIT-III 

5. Do you think caste was a colonial invention? 14 

6. Write an essay on any one of the following themes: 14 

 a. Periyar and the caste question 

 b. Temple entry movements in colonial India 

 c. Gandhi-Ambedkar Debate on caste. 

UNIT-IV 

7. How did the colonial state categories the tribes? 14 

8. Discuss the nature of any one tribal movement in 

colonial India? 14 

UNIT-V 

9. How has the caste politics sharpened the debate on 

reservation in post-colonial India? 14 

10. Write an essay on any one of the following themes: 14 

 a. Nehru’s attitude towards the tribes 

 b. Elwin and the North East 

 c. Identity movements among the tribes. 
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