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ENGLISH

2nd Semester

Course No. : ENGCC - 553

(Indian English Literature)

Full Marks : 70

Pass Marks : 28

Time : 3 hours

The figures in the margin indicate full marks for the questions

(Answer all questions)

UNIT-I

1. (a) Critically comment on the colonial rule in the

Indian subcontinent with special reference to

the territorial expansion of British East India

Company. 10

Or

(b) Analyze the impact of Gandhian movements on

the Indian people and their contribution to the

freedom struggle. 10

2. (a) Write a short note on the salient features of

Brahmo Samaj in Colonial Bengal. 4

Or

UNIT-V

9. (a) “Howsoever deep-rooted Girish Karnad’s plays

are in the Indian soil, one cannot deny the strong

Western influence in his plays”. Critically

comment on the use of the Indian and the

Western theatre traditions in Girish Karnad’s

Hayavadana, in the light of the quoted

statement. 10

Or

(b) “I do not hesitate to use my real name now. ...

There is nothing to hide”. Critically comment

on the transition in the character of Mala from a

shattered individual to a self-reliant woman in

Thirty Days in September in the light of the

quoted statement. 10

10. (a) Briefly comment on the portrayal of Devadatta

in Girish Karnad’s Hayavadana. 4

Or

(b) Briefly comment on the portrayal of Man in Thirty

Days in September. 4
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(b) Write a short note on the immediate impact of

the Battle of Plassey, 1757.                          4

UNIT-II

3. (a) Examine critically the unique features of India

as a nation after Swami Vivekananda as

expounded in his speech ‘My Life and Mission’.

10

Or

(b) “Rabindranath Tagore’s essay ‘Nationalism’ is

usually regarded as a multicultural touchstone

premised on liberalism”. Respond critically with

textual reference. 10

4. (a) Write a short note on the concept of ‘sannyasins’

as reflected in Swami Vivekananda’s “My Life

and Mission”. 4

Or

(b) What according to you, are the specific challenges

faced by India in developing a national self-

consciousness? Respond briefly from your

reading of Tagore’s “Nationalism”. 4

UNIT-III

5. (a) Do you think Toru Dutt’s poetry evinces a

seamless blending of Western and Indian ideas?

Explain with reference to the prescribed poems.

10

Or

(b) What do you think are the modernist elements

in Ezekiel’s poetry? Give an illustrative answer

with examples from the prescribed poem. 10

6. Write a short note on either of the following: 4

(a) Imagery in “The Looking Glass”

(b) The central issue(s) in “Indian Summer”

UNIT-IV

7. (a) “In selecting Bakha as the hero of Untouchable,

Mulk Raj Anand has shown his firm faith in the

dignity of man irrespective of caste and social

position.” Respond critically. 10

Or

(b) Discuss how Salman Rushdie’s novel Midnight’s

Children explores the connections and

intersections between private lives of the Aziz-

Sinai family and the political history of India.

10

8. (a) How does the assault on Sohini throw light on

the plight of the outcastes in the

novel Untouchable? 4

Or

(b) What is the significance of the spittoon in Salman

Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children? 4
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