10. a.

Write a brief note on the role played by Linda in
Death of a Salesman. 4

Or

Briefly comment on the significance of the ending
of A Streetcar Named Desire.
* %k Kk

2025/SEM/EVEN/02/08/ENG-652/286

2025/SEM/EVEN/02/08/ENG-652/286

PG Even Semester Exam, May 2025

English

4th Semester

COURSE NO. ENG - 652

[ American Literature (AL II) ]

Full Marks : 70
Pass Marks : 28

Time : 3 hours

The figures in the margin indicate full marks for the
questions

Answer all the questions

UNIT-I

a. Critically analyse how Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

emphasises the importance of mnonviolent
resistance in the context of the challenges faced by
society in “Facing the Challenge of a New Age”. 10

Or

b. Discuss critically how Maxine Hong Kingston’s use

of a personal narrative within a broader cultural
story affects the reader’s understanding of the
themes of identity and feminism in “No Name
Woman”?
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What does Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. mean by
“the new age”? 4

Or
What does the phrase “no name woman” signify in
the context of the narrator’s family story?

UNIT-II
Analyse Hemingway’s use of minimalism and
spare prose in “The Snows of Kilimanjaro”. 10
Or

Discuss the significance of the quilts in Alice
Walker’s short story “Everyday Use”. How do the
quilts reflect the characters’ understanding of their
heritage?

Briefly discuss how the African setting influence the
mood of the story “The Snows of Kilimanjaro”. 4

Or

Write a short note on the significance of the title
“Everyday Use”.

UNIT-III

Critically analyse the intersection of the imagery of
Nazi Germany and patriarchal control in Sylvia
Plath’s “Daddy”. 10

Or

Critically discuss the representation of African
American resilience in the poetry of Langston
Hughes and Maya Angelou with specific references
to the prescribed poems.

Write a short note on the imagery in “Crow
Testament”.

Or
Write a short note on the central thematic element
in “Mending Wall”.

UNIT-IV

Critically discuss how in the novel The Great
Gatsby different characters’ interpretations of the
American Dream differ, particularly those of
Gatsby, Tom, and Daisy. 10

Or

Critically comment on how Toni Morrison’s novel
Paradise suggests the inclusivity and exclusivity
within the communities of Ruby and the convent.

Briefly comment on the significance of Gatsby’s
extravagant parties in The Great Gatsby. 4

Or

Write a short note on the ending of Toni
Morrison’s novel Paradise.

UNIT-V
Critically comment on the portrayal of Willy
Loman a tragic hero. 10
Or

Critically comment on how the dynamics of family
play out in the relationships among Blanche,
Stella, and Stanley in A Streetcar Named Desire.
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