ABSTRACT
EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF MANIPURI WOMEN IN CACHAR DISTRICT
Introduction:

Women are an integral part in every society. The status of women in society is
directly linked with the progress of the society. They constitute almost half of the
population in the world. But the masculine dominance over women made them suffer
a lot in Indian society as they were denied equal opportunities in every aspects of life.
Due to this the status of women in our society has also changed. Old orthodox
practices and beliefs, traditions and customary laws etc. are to be redefined time to

time for a better change in the society.

The entries of women into the formal education system since independence
have brought tremendous change in the attitude and status of women. With this flow
of change the status of women has also revolutionized in a new direction. Women are
now considered as an integral part of society. Now they are providing their helping
hand not only in the family but also in the national development. Accordingly due to
this change, social structure and its functions are reformed and new patterns of life
have emerged. All these have opened up new avenues and aspirations to human
beings. Education is the most important instrument for human resource development.
Swami Vivekananda has said, “That country and that nation which don’t respect
women will never become great now and nor will ever in future and in pursuit of
making India a great nation, let us work towards giving women their much deserved
status”. Education of women therefore occupies top priority amongst various
measures to be taken to improve the status of women in India. It is only through
education of women that we can expect happier family life, better hygienic condition,

and greater education.

The education of women has been of greater importance than that of man. It is
known that education of boy is the education of one person, but education of girls is
the education of the entire family. If one wants to have an educated generation, one
must take care of women and educate them properly. Women education in India plays
a very important role in the overall development of the country. It not only helps in

the development of the human resources, but in improving the quality of life at home



and outside. Due to their increased status in the society economic development has
achieved, educational levels and political attainments increased and many other new

changes have also been occurred.
Rationale of the study:

The status of women education in India has been subject to many great changes over
the past few millennia. From equal status with men in ancient times through the low
points of the Medieval period to the promotion of equal rights by many reformers, the
history of women education in India has been eventful. In modern India, women have
held high offices in India including that of the President, Prime Minister, Speaker of
the Lok Sabha and Leader of the Opposition.

Women in India constitute 50 percent of the country’s human resources and
their contributions are vital for the nation’s progress. They have progressed
considerably in terms of education and schooling over the past few decades. But this
was not always so. Women had to struggle for higher education from time to achieve

the position which they hold today.

In Vedic period there was no discrimination of sex in the field of studies.
Several hymns in the Vedic canon are composed by female saints, amongst who are
Maitraiyi, Gargi, Ghosa and Vak. Evidently, they were highly learned as otherwise it
would have been impossible for them to compose complex Vedic stanzas. And
needless to say, they must have held much respect for their work to be included in the
major sacred literature of the times. Several verses throughout the Vedas clear that

girls with learning were regarded highly esteemed.

Medieval India was not women’s age. It is supposed to be the Dark Age for
them. Medieval India was a period of foreign conquest that brought with them their
own culture, tradition, religion etc. In that period Muslims came to India and as they
gave less importance to women in their society which resulted in the decline in
women’s status in our country also. For them, women were the sole property of her
father, brother or husband and she should not have any will or wish of her own. This

idea crept into the Indian minds and women in India started to be treated like this.

The girls of medieval India and especially Hindu society were not given

formal education. They had to fight for it. They were given education related to
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household chores. A famous Indian philosopher Vatsyayana wrote that women should
be perfect in sixty four arts which included cooking, spinning, grinding, knowledge of
medicine, recitation and many more. These were mainly confined to Hindu society.
As compared to Hindu society, Buddhism, Jainism and Christians were a bit open in
their approach. They had an easy access to education for women and gender
according to them could not come as a hurdle for attaining salvation. During the time
of King Ashoka women took part in religion preaching According to Hiuen Tsang, the
famous traveler of that time, Rajyashri, the sister of Harshavardhana, was a
distinguished scholar of her time. Another such example was the daughter of king
Ashoka, Sanghamitra. She, along with her brother, Mahendra went to Sri Lanka to
preach Buddhism. The status of women education in Southern India was better than
the North India while in Northern India there were not many women administrators,
in Southern India, we can find some names that women of that time proud.
Priyaketala Devi, queen of Chalukya Vikramaditya ruled three villages. Nuniz,
another famous traveler to the south says that women were employed in writing
accounts of expenses, recording the affairs of kingdom, which shows that they were
educated. Women constitute almost half of the population in the world. But the
hegemonic masculine ideology made them suffer a lot as they were denied equal
opportunities in different parts of the world. The rise of feminist ideas has, however,
led to tremendous improvement of women’s condition throughout the world in recent
times. Access to education has been one of the most pressing demands of these
women’s rights movements. Women education in India has also been a major pre-
occupation of both the government and civil society as educated women can play a
very important role in the development of the country. India is poised to emerge as
one of the most developed nations by 2020, more literate, knowledgeable and
economically at the forefront. No doubt, women will play a vital role in contributing
to the country’s development. Women power is crucial to the economic growth of any

country.

Education is an essential human virtue. It is one of the primary agents of
transformation towards development. Education plays an important role in the
progress of an individual’s mind and country. The chief task of education is to shape
man, or to guide the evolving dynamism through which man forms himself as a man.

It fashions and models him for society. Human life can only be glorified through



education and with its help, man; primarily an animal being can be transformed to the
human being. Ideally, education is the principal tool of human growth, essential for
transforming the unlettered child into a mature and responsible adult. Education can
play a vital role in improving the quality of one’s life and the socio-economic
condition of the nation. Its objective is to prepare the individual for participation in
society, and it serves as a vehicle by which the culture of the group can be transmitted
and perpetuated. Ignorance and poverty are major speed-breakers in the swift
developing country and can be overcomed easily through education (UNESCO,
2002).

India is a pluralist country, with rich diversity, reflected in the multitude of
cultures, religions, languages and racial stocks. The Indian population includes
different castes, communities and social groups. The prevalence of such pluralism has
made the social fabric stratified and hierarchical, consequently, social and educational
opportunities are differentially distributed on the lines of caste and class affiliations
(UNESCO, 1999).

Education has been perceived to be a significant instrument in improving the
status of women and consequently there are efforts to improve the access to girls
towards education. For a country which has accepted the goal of a democratic,
egalitarian society, promotion and development of women’s education is a foregone
commitment. For modernizing India, high hopes have been pinned on education as a
significant determinant of aspiration, technology productivity and mobility. In fact it
is a fundamental prerequisite for participation in the various developmental activities
of society. The level of recognition of women is dependent upon societal expectation

of women’s roles.

Whatever the society or whatever the country, women had to play dual role
inside the house as well as outside. Like other societies, in Manipuri society also,
Manipuri women plays the same role like doing household works, caring the family
and the child, participating in different socio-economic activities, participating in
different rituals and social functions, self-employment, doing jobs, making
themselves aware about the surroundings etc. Manipuri society is a rural based
agrarian society. Manipuris are one of the major communities that settled down in

most of the parts of Assam. However the history of the migration of Manipuris to



Barak valley from where they hailed and from which century of history they were
migrated and took settlement in the Barak valley remained as mystery. The most
general accepted view is that they had fled away from Manipur during the period of
“Seven Years Devastation” due to the Burmese invasion in Manipur and took shelter
in Barak valley and later on in the course of time they permanently settled here. The
socio economic setting of the Manipuri women in the state is strikingly rural based
who still subsists on the age old agro oriented pursuits. There is very little percentage
of Manipuri women found in service sectors or so-called salary earning groups in
Cachar district and again this percentage is mostly restricted to educational sector.
However, overall share of Manipuri women in white collar jobs is a negligible one.
Merely a small portion of the Manipuris are in the government sector, while the
remaining population is engaged in various categories of low profile, informal or
unorganized economic activities like weaving, tailoring and embroidery etc.
Traditionally Manipuri women in rural areas are required to learn the skill of
handloom weaving, tailoring, and embroidery. These skills are part and parcel of the
preparation for grooming them for marriage. They are duly confined within the four
walls and enjoy a positive freedom movement in a patriarchal society in contrast to
the restricted movements on women elsewhere. The political role of Manipuri women
by and large is passive but they are socially active. Moreover the society at large is
still conservative and clings steadfastly to the traditionally role of women as home

makers.

Since the early 70’s with the introduction of Manipuri language as a medium
of instruction in the primary and secondary schools, the number of school going
Manipuri girls has increased. The establishment of schools and colleges in the rural
areas has attracted the Manipuri women to pursue further studies. As the educational
institutions are now within the reach of rural people the Manipuri women now have
easy access to primary and secondary education. The universalization of elementary
education has brought education to the nook and corner of the rural areas including
the Manipuri inhabited areas. As a result, literacy among the Manipuri women now a
day’s is increasing. The shift of medium of instruction from Manipuri to English in
the higher educational institutions distracts many Manipuri women from continuing
education. Those families migrated from rural to urban areas to provide higher

education to their siblings. Among the Manipuri women, many are highly educated



and doing well in their profession. Due to this there is tremendous change in all the
aspects of the Manipuri society especially in the role of women in the society. These

changes have also changed the status of Manipuri women.

Various studies have been conducted by different researchers in different
places to know the different aspects and role of Manipuri women in their society. But
no research has been conducted in Barak Valley so far educational status of Manipuri
women is concerned. Keeping in view the importance of educational status of
Manipuri women, the researcher has felt the need to know what is the real condition
of Manipuri women in the field of education in rural areas of Cachar district. What are
the problems faced by them in getting education? What is the socio-economic
condition of Manipuri women? The present investigation is designed to answer the

above questions.

Title of the study:

Educational Status of Manipuri Women in Cachar District.
Objectives of the study:

The objectives of this study are as follows-

1. To find out the educational status of Manipuri women at present in Cachar

district.

2. To compare the educational status of Manipuri and non-Manipuri women in

Cachar district.
3. To study the socio-economic status of Manipuri women in Cachar district.

4. To compare the attitude of Manipuri and non-Manipuri women towards

education.
5. To study the problems faced by the Manipuri women in getting education.

Operational definition of the terms used:

Status: The term “status” refers to a position in a social system or sub-system which
is distinguishable from and at the same time related to other positions through its
designated rights and obligations. Status is a rank or position a person occupies. It is

also defined as position in a social group in relation to other positions held by
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individuals in the same group or grouping. In this study, the word status mainly refers
to the educational attainment as well as socio-economic condition of Manipuri

women.

Educational Status: Educational status or educational attainment or level of
education refers to the highest level of education that a person has attained. At the
primary and secondary school level, educational attainment refers to the number of
grades completed. At the post-secondary level, it refers to institutions attended and
certificates, degrees or diplomas obtained. In this study, educational status mainly

refers to the educational attainment of Manipuri women in Manipuri community.

Socio-economic status: Socio-economic status can be defined as by and large a
person’s social position to which attainments in both the social and economic domain
contributes. In this study, socio-economic status refers to Manipuri women’s
achievements in employment and occupational status; income and wealth; household
possession; decision making process. Socio-economic status may therefore also be
linked to family configuration.

Attitude:

Attitude is a mental position or emotional feelings about products, services, ideas,
issues and institutions. It is a way where a person views something or tends to behave
towards it, often in an evolution way. According to Collins English dictionary it is a
complex mental state involving beliefs and feelings and values and dispositions to act
in certain ways. In this study, the term attitude refers to the feeling of Manipuri and

non-Manipuri women towards education.
Delimitation of the study:

The present study is delimited to the rural areas of four blocks namely Sonai,
Lakhipur, Udharband and Narshingpur of Cachar district of Assam which are thickly
populated by Manipuri people.

Review of Related Literature:

A review of related literature is an essential part of any research study. Review of
related literature means to view again the literature which is related to the researcher’s

field of interest. It helps the researcher to acquaint him/her with the current
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knowledge in the field or area in which the researcher is going to conduct research.
Considering the stated objectives a careful review of related literature was done by the
investigator, which consisted of research journals, books, dissertations, thesis and
encyclopedia of educational research which helped the researcher to develop a better
understanding about the stated problem, better knowledge on methodology,
confidence in carrying out research work and also helped in planning the study

properly. The studies which have been conducted on educational status of women are:

Naik. (1949) undertook the study to investigate into the problem of the
education of women in the province of Bombay. He made the important conclusions
of his study that both the social status of Indian women and their educational position

were at the lowest ebb in the beginning of the nineteenth century.

Misra. (1961) traced the history of women education in India in the context of
their status and education, surveyed and objectively analyzed the education of women
in India from 1921 to the end of the third five year plan (1960-61) with particular
reference to the factors hindering progress, the nature and extent of wastage and
stagnation, the educational facilities available to contemporary Indian women and
coeducation. The study revealed that there has been rapid progress in women
education in all the spheres along with the existing evils of wastage and stagnation.
There is a quantitative growth in the number of institutions for women and their
enrolment therein. The enrolment of girls for vocational and special education is still
not impressive. The special courses for women like home science, drawing, painting,
music, nursing etc. still need improvement. Much emphasis is now being laid on
physical education of women. Funds for women education are available but proper

utilization is needed.

Indukumari, M. (1976) conducted a study on “Education and social status of
Muslim women in Kerala.” with a view to study whether education played a
significant role in raising the social status of Muslim women. The major findings of
the study were 1) The number of women who had undergone education beyond
secondary school, who had entered or wished to enter into an occupation or wished to
go for higher education to enter an occupation was found to form a very small
proportion. 2) The social structural and institutional variables were all found to

prevent Muslim women from obtaining higher education. Compulsory religious



education and early marriage was seen to delay or prevent their entry into formal
educational system and also to cause drop outs. 3) The vicious circle formed by lack
of education confining women within the home which in turn lowered the educational
aspiration of women as their interest in roles outside the home was established by the

study.

Barua, A.P. (1978) conducted a study on “Married Women‘s Education.” The
major findings of the study were (i) the range of educational qualifications among
married women varied from matriculations to M. Sc, M.A, and B. T. Some of them
had added to their educational qualifications after marriage; (ii)) women’s willingness
to serve may be grouped under purely teaching jobs, any occupation including
teaching and independent work or profession; (iii) most of the respondents were found
to appreciate the usefulness of the present education system which seemed to exert
sufficient changes in girl’s education; (iv) some respondents possessed vocational
training in type writing, tailoring, wool work, etc and they preferred employment in
their area next to teaching. They manifested their keen interest in an independent
profession; (v) women’s education had hardly made any significant impact on their

day to day life, both social and economic.

Rajwade, K. (1980) carried out a study on “Status of Muslim women in Indore
city-a case study.” The major findings of the study were (i) whether educated or not,
whether housewife or working, the majority of the women did most of the domestic
tasks themselves and they liked the work too; (ii) most educated and employed
teachers as well as uneducated and unemployed housewives had a say that in almost
all household matters they were consulted; (iii) the economic condition of the
community on the whole was poor. The majority of the women were non earning
housewives. Those who earned worked at home on some petty jobs and earned only a

small amount; they were neither educated nor trained.

Bokil, B.G. (1987) conducted a study on “Education of rural women.” The
major findings of the study were (i) girls from lower economic strata of the society
remained outside the schools; (ii) generally, girls left school at the age of 8/9.They
worked either at home or in farms. However, education of their brothers continued,;
(iii) girls from families having a better socio-economic status were better enrolled and

better retained in school. The general educational level of such families was also



good; (iv) in the area under study, there were practically no girls who had not
participated either in formal or in non-formal education. The number of such girls was
quite small. The factors that affected such girls in not getting any education were (a)
distance to be travelled to the school, (b) physical handicap, (c) constant domestic
difficulties and (d) continuous physical work during the day; (v) as a result of the
survey of socio-economic information of the families it was revealed that (a) the age
of marriage of girls was steadily rising, (b) women had accepted family planning
programmes, (c) most of the rural families had agriculture as their main source of
income, (d) most of the women were farm labourers (e) most of the families
undertook dairy, poultry, piggery etc. forming as additional occupations which
resulted in raising their economic levels. Most of the families had a large number of
illiterate women members. The number of persons in each family was 6-10; (vi)
women showed significant progress in the area of health and cleanliness; (vii) they
showed least progress in initiative, social work and boldness. Those who showed
these qualities came forward to undertake social work; (viii) women did not show any
change in attitude about dowry, age of marriage and other social customers; (ix) the
progress of women between the age of 35 and 40 was more than that of those in the
age group of 15-35, as the latter was continuously engaged in some physical work

throughout the day.

Kakati, Kunja. Kusum. (1990) carried out a study on “Socio-economic status
of educated working women of Kamrup district.” The major findings of the study
were (i) though husbands and parents were in favour of employment of their wives
and daughters, still working women could not draw sympathy from family members
in sharing of household activities, (ii) the difference between working and non
working women was found insignificant, (iii) in matter of decision making power,
role of employment was found significant. Working women as compared to non-
working women were playing the role of decision makers to greater extent; (iv)
employment of women influenced significantly their freedom of movement outside
the home. Working women’s freedom of movement was found to be positive

associated with their age, education, occupation and income.

Kantamma, K. (1990) conducted a study on “Status of women in relation to

education, employment and marriage.” The major findings of the study were the
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higher the education of women, the greater was their participation in decision making,

inter spouse communication and a progressive opinion on different issues.

Devi, T. Vinoda. (1991) carried out a study on “Education and employment
status of women and their attitudes and practices in family welfare in Andhra
Pradesh.” The major findings were the possession of physical amenities was the
highest amongst the doctors and college lectures followed by school teachers and
nurses, the least being with women causal labourers. Further possession of physical
amenities was positively related to the education and income of the respondents.
Amongst the women employees’ doctors and lectures showed a more positive attitude

towards population issues, followed by teachers, clerks and nurses.

Banda, Sarojana. (1992) carried out a study on “A study of the status of
women as depicted in the textbooks offered at school level in Andhra Pradesh.” The
major findings of the study were the traditional roles of women have changed
considerably but the constitutional guarantee of equality between sexes and changed
roles do not find adequate reflection in the text books. The study strongly endorsed
the inclusion of equality of sexes as one of the ten core values in the National
Curricula Framework (NCERT) in response to the call for removal of gender
disparities and making education a vehicle of women’s equality and empowerment in
the National Policy on Education 1986.The study recommended rewriting of
textbooks to reflect the considerable progress and contribution of women to the socio
economic and educational fields and making schools the agents through which

positive attitudinal changes towards women can be brought about.

The researches reviewed here have largely been conducted outside the Cachar
district of Assam. The findings of these studies have a very restricted significance for
educational status of Manipuri women Cachar district. Further, a few works reviewed
were conducted a long time ago, and in the mean time they perhaps have lost their
validity even in the state where they have been conducted. However these reviews of
researches provide an idea to the investigator about the methodology to be adopted in
terms of sources of data, procedure for data collection and analysis and interpretation

of data for the present study.
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Methodology:

Methodology is needed because it facilitates the smoothness of the research operation,
thereby making research as efficient as possible, yielding maximal expenditure of
effort, time and money. Methodology provides the researcher direction to plan, to
solve the research problem systematically. A good research always follows a sound
methodology and procedure which leads the investigator to the target. In the absence
of the research methodology it will be difficult for the proposed study to be carried
out systematically and fruitfully. In the present study, the investigator has used

descriptive method, especially one of its categories, survey studies.

The population of the present study constitutes the Manipuri and Non-
Manipuri women of Cachar district. According to Census 2011 the total population of
Cachar district was 17, 36,617. In Cachar district there are eight educational blocks
namely, Katigorah, Salchapra, Udarbond, Sonai, Lakhipur, Narsingpur, Rajabazar and
Silchar. From these eight blocks the investigator has purposively selected only four
blocks namely Udharbond, Sonai, Lakhipur and Narsingpur which are thickly
populated by Manipuri people. The information regarding the total population of
Manipuri people living in this district has been collected from Manipuri Development
Council, 2011. According to them at present there are 2 lakhs Manipuris people in
Cachar district, out of them in Udharbond 32,000, in Sonai 35,000, in Lakhipur
42,000 and in Narsingpur 20,000 Manipuri people are living. The population of the
present study is mainly the Manipuri women belonging to the age group of 16-45
years of age. The researcher has used purposive sampling technique in selecting the
blocks. After that from each selected blocks, 100 Manipuri and 100 Non-Manipuri

women belonging to 16-45 years of age are randomly selected as sample of the study.

The investigator has used four tools i. e. questionnaire, interview schedule,
attitude scale and problem checklist. Questionnaire is used to find out and compare
the existing educational status of Manipuri and Non-Manipuri women, interview
schedule is used to study the existing socio economic status of Manipuri women, an
attitude scale is used to study the attitude of both Manipuri and Non-Manipuri women
towards education and a problem check list is used to study the problems faced by
Manipuri women in getting education. After collecting the data the researcher has

followed percentage and ‘Z’ test as statistical technique for analyzing the data.
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Major findings:
The major findings of the study are as follows:

1. The study reveals that all the respondents (400) have completed their primary
education and get themselves admitted into middle school and 4 respondents
discontinued their education after achieving their middle school pass certificate and
396 respondents have appeared in HSLC examination and 200 respondents
discontinued their education after passing HSLC examination. Rest 196 respondents
have gone for HS course and 20 respondents did not go for further studies after
obtaining HS pass certificate. Then 176 respondents appeared in Degree course, out of
which 130 respondents are satisfied with their graduation degree and discontinued
their further education and remaining 46 respondents have completed their Post
graduation degree in different fields. It can be mentioned here that though the number
of educational institutions are less yet Manipuri women are pursuing education. It is
therefore discernible that the educational status of Manipuri women in the Cachar
district of Assam is improving.

2. Regarding professional and vocational education, the study shows that very less
number of Manipuri women (3.91%) has attained B.Ed. degree and 50.00%, 16.40%,
14.84%, 10.94% and 3.91% of the respondents are having the skill in weaving,

knitting, tailoring, computer course, beautician course respectively.

3. So far the reason behind acquiring education is concerned the study shows that
32.00% Manipuri women are interested in acquiring education just to enhance their
educational status in the society, 31.75% Manipuri women have expressed their
interest in acquiring education to elevate their social status, 20.00% and 16.25%
Manipuri women are interested in acquiring education just to secure a job and for

gathering knowledge respectively.

4. With regard to factors that facilitate in attaining education of Manipuri women the
study indicates that 39.25% respondents have agreed with the fact that they have
attained education due to congenial environment; 32.00% respondents have admitted
that their present educational status is due to their parental eagerness; teachers

inspiration have helped 21.00% respondents to attain their present education and
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7.75% have admitted that institutional facilities have helped them to achieve their

present educational status.

5. As far as impediments in continuing education is concerned the study shows that
44.00% Manipuri women did not succeed to continue their education due to domestic
problem; financial hardship has made 35.75% Manipuri women to discontinue their
education; due to lack of facility in schools/colleges 16.75% Manipuri women could
not pursue further education and 3.50% Manipuri women fail to continue their

education due to their parents’ ignorance.

6. The study indicates that there lies a difference between the educational status of
Manipuri and non Manipuri women. All the respondents of both the communities
have completed their primary education; the numbers of non-Manipuri women having
middle school level of education is more than that of Manipuri women. Regarding
HSLC qualification, the number of non-Manipuri women is greater than Manipuri
women. The number of Manipuri women having Bachelor of Degree is greater than
non-Manipuri women. In post graduation courses it has been found that the

percentage of Manipuri women is higher than that of non-Manipuri women.

7. As regards the reasons behind acquiring education is concerned, the study shows
that women of both the communities are eager to attain education in order to raise
their knowledge and social status. Occupational purpose stimulates non-Manipuri
women more in acquiring education than Manipuri women. Gaining knowledge

motivates Manipuri women more in acquiring education than non-Manipuri women.

8. Regarding factors that facilitate in attaining education, the study shows that the
percentage of parental eagerness in attaining education of both the communities is
equal. The percentage of congenial atmosphere that facilitate in attaining education of
non- Manipuri women is greater than Manipuri women. In case of Manipuri women
the percentage of teacher’s inspiration in attaining education is greater than that of

non-Manipuri women.

9. About impediments in continuing education, the study points out that financial
hardship stands as barrier in case of Manipuri women than non-Manipuri women.
Parent’s ignorance is found to be more in case of Manipuri women than non-Manipuri

women in continuing education. Domestic problems and lack of facilities in
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schools/colleges are found to be more in case of non-Manipuri women in continuing

education.

10. Regarding pattern of family the study reveals that 19.00% Manipuri women live
in nuclear family and 81.00% Manipuri women live in joint family and most of the
respondents (92.00%) live in below poverty level. Though most of the respondents
live below poverty level but the study indicates that they are conscious about
schooling and education because 50.00% of the respondents are having HSLC
qualification, 32.50% respondents are having graduation degree, and 11.50%
respondents are having post-graduation degree.

11. As far as the factors that determine the social status of Manipuri women is
concerned, majority of the respondents (23.00%) admitted that their social status is
determined by their own educational proficiency and 18.75% respondents admitted
that their social status is determined by the educational and social status of their
father. 17.25% respondents admitted that their social status is determined by the
education of their husband.

12. In connection with occupational status of Manipuri women the study indicates that
30.85% respondents are engaged in Govt. service, 21.89% respondents are engaged in
private job and 47.26% respondents are self employed engaged in weaving,
agriculture and household products. Those who are not engaged in any job, among
them, 46.73% are students and 53.27% are unemployed. Majority of the respondents
(32.34%) are earning less than Rs. 5000/= per month and only 1.49% respondents are
earning more than Rs. 40000/= per month. All the respondents who are earning
opined that they are not satisfied with their income. It is also seen that higher educated
women have a lofty income and enjoy high socio-economic status in the society while
less educated women have a less income and face low socio-economic status in the

society.

13. As regards the reasons behind joining the job is concerned the study shows that,
65.09% Manipuri women joined in job to supplement their family income, 34.91%
Manipuri women joined in job to fulfill their personal needs. The study also shows
that most of the Manipuri women (35.85%) are motivated by their husband in joining

the job, 30.19% Manipuri women have given credit to their parents for inspiring them
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in joining the job, 17.92% Manipuri women mentioned that they are motivated by

themselves in joining the job.

14. In connection with decision making of the family most of the Manipuri women
(46.00%) admitted that their parents are the key decision makers in their family,
40.00% of the respondents are of the view that their hushbands are the key decision
maker in their family and only 14.00% of the respondents have viewed that in all the

cases decisions are taken by both the husband and wife.

15. The study also indicates that none of the Manipuri women are members of any
social organisation, Gaon Panchayat, any board of central or state govt. but it is worth

mention that Manipuri women regularly take part in various social functions.

16. The study also shows that women of both the communities are in favour of
providing all types or streams of education to girls. Girls should not be discriminated
on the basis of choosing available educational options. They should not be restricted
to choose a particular stream or course of study whether it is Arts, Science or
Commerce. The seeds of academic freedom and equality of educational opportunity
can only be germinated well if girls are given enough scope and space for attaining all

types of educational experiences according to their abilities and capacities.

17. In the present study, it has been found that women of both Manipuri and non-
Manipuri communities have considered girls’ education is vital in present society.
They are of the view that educated women can not only be a productive member of
her domestic life but can immensely contribute to the socio-economic development of
the society. But in the study, it has been found that the degree of favorable attitude in
relation to the expenditure for girls’ education is slightly higher in case of Manipuri
women. Women of both the communities neither think that girl child are liability for

their family nor they create any financial burden in their family.

18. Regarding attitude towards separate schools for girls, the study shows that though
Manipuri women exhibit more concern for separate schools for girls, but due to
changing family structures, influence of science and technology and modernization,
positive attitude towards co-education is also developing among the Manipuri women

of rural areas. Therefore, a favourable attitude towards the opening of co-educational
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institution rather than the schools meant only for the girls has also been found among

the respondents.

19. In the present study, it has been found that according to the women of both the
Manipuri and non-Manipuri communities, home science course should be introduced

at the school level of education.

20. So far problems in attaining education is concerned the study shows that due to
co-educational school 4.00% Manipuri women always and 68.50% Manipuri women
sometimes face problem; due to negative attitude of teachers towards girls 5.75%
Manipuri women always and 40.50% Manipuri women sometimes face problem and
due to poor road condition and frequent occurrence of road accident 65.00% and
40.00% Manipuri women sometimes face problem in attaining education. Antisocial
activities on the way to school creates a problem to 8.50% Manipuri women always
and 75.00% Manipuri women sometimes face problem in this regard. Due to existing
prejudices against women education 3.75% Manipuri women always and 75.00%
Manipuri women sometimes face problem in attaining education. From the study it is
also found that due to poverty of family/ parents 2.75% Manipuri women always and
70.00% Manipuri women sometimes face problem; 43.00% Manipuri women
sometimes face problem in attaining education due to inability to bear the expenses of
stationary, textbooks, and school fee.

Conclusion:

Education has been recognized as one of the most significant instruments for
changing the status of the people in the society. It is widely accepted that education
holds a place of great importance in the development of society. Despite the huge
involvement and contribution of women in the socio-economic sector, it is found that
they are not considered equal to men. So there is a need to give emphasize on women
education. It is an instrument which can help in bringing about a change in the
society. Education of women also plays a very crucial role in the upliftment of their
position in the society. Education also empowers the rural women, broadening their
outlook with expansion of their capabilities and opportunities which is vital for the
development of their household, local area and the village as a whole. From the study,
it has been found that the existing educational status of Manipuri women in Cachar

district is found to have increased than that of earlier. This is the reason for which
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more women of this community have been found to have enrolled themselves in
higher education. Though the Manipuri women faced a lot of difficulties in getting
education yet they have attained higher education in comparison to non-Manipuri
women. Earlier, the Manipuri societies were more inclined towards traditional skills
than education but now the scenario has changed. At present, the new generations are
found more interested towards education along with the traditional activities. Both the
Manipuri and non-Manipuri women are in favour of education because they consider
that education is a must for women in present socio-economic condition. They view
that investment in education has raised socio-economic status to a large extent.
Education has helped the Manipuri women to become conscious and aware of their
social status and similarly helped them to develop their socio-economic status. From
the study, it appears that there lies a difference between the educational status of
Manipuri and non-Manipuri women in Cachar District but women of both the
communities have positive attitude towards women education. So to conclude, we can
say that in near future the Manipuri women will occupy an excellent position in the
field of education due to their positive attitude towards education.

Suggestions for further study:

Due to time constraints, financial constraints and also limitation of resources the study
is confined to educational status of Manipuri women in rural areas of Cachar district.
The researcher, therefore, suggests the following areas in this context which equally

deserve attention for further studies.

1. A study on educational status of Manipuri women in Assam.
2. A study on higher education of Manipuri women in Cachar district of Assam.

3. Educational status of Manipuri women living in urban and rural areas of

Assam: A comparative study.

4. A study on educational and occupational status of Manipuri women with other

marginal communities in Barak Valley of Assam.

5. A comparative study on attitude of Manipuri women and other women of

marginal communities towards education in Barak Valley of Assam.

6. A study on socio-economic status of Manipuri women of rural areas in relation

to education in Assam.
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7. A comparative study on the role played by Manipuri and non-Manipuri

parents in the education of their children.

8. A study on the effect of school-family-community partnership on the
educational outcome of Manipuri children.
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