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CHAPTER – III 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

3.1. Introduction: 

A review of related literature is an essential part of any research study. Review of 

related literature means to view again the literature which is related to the researcher‟s 

field of interest. It helps the researcher to acquaint himself /herself with the current 

knowledge in the field of area in which the researcher is going to conduct his/her 

research and also helpful in planning the study properly. It also helps to know the 

background of the study, examine new findings in this field, identifying gaps in 

knowledge, and discovers contradictions in findings and the need for fresh studies and 

their direction. It is a systematic process that requires careful perceptive reading and 

attention in detail. In the review of literature, the researcher attempts to determine 

what others have learned about similar research problems and to gather information 

relevant to the research problem at hand. Review of literature helps the researcher to 

specify and identify the research problem and hypothesis in a more specific way, 

helps the researchers to know what has already been done in the area, provides 

possible research design and methodological procedures that may be used in the 

research study, provide suggestions for possible modification in the research to avoid 

unanticipated difficulties, identify possible gaps in the research and provides 

backdrop for interpreting the result of the research study. Research takes advantage of 

the knowledge which has accumulated in the past as a result of constant human 

endeavour. It can never be undertaken in isolation of the work that has already been 

done on the problems which are directly or indirectly related to a study proposed by a 

researcher (Koul, 2001), A study of the related literature implies locating, reading and 

evaluating reports of research, as well as reports of observation and opinion that are 

related to the individuals planned research project.  The task of review of literature is 

highly creative and tedious because researcher has to synthesis the available 

knowledge of the field in a unique way to provide the rationale for the study. 
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According to the Turney & Robb (1971), “the identification of a problem, the 

development of a research design and determination of the size and scope of the 

problem, all depend to a great extent on the care and intensity with which a researcher 

has examined the literature related to the intended research”. Considering the stated 

objectives of this study a careful review of researches, periodicals and journals, Indian 

books, dissertations and thesis, handbooks and year books, bibliographical literature 

and other references, volumes of survey reports edited by M. B. Buch, survey of 

research in education brought by NCERT, Encyclopedia of Educational Research  

was done by the investigator. 

 

3.2. Studies conducted in Assam: 

Lakhar, B. (1976) carried out a study on “The progress of women‟s education in 

Assam from 1874 to 1970”. In this study the researcher tried to trace the history and 

development of women‟s education in Assam during the period 1874-1970. The 

researcher used primary data from the record of Assam Secretariat. The major 

findings were- separate schools for girls were opened after the advent of the British 

and the missionaries as a result of the recommendations of the Despatch of 1854; in 

order to provide facilities for girls in different regions where there were no girl‟s 

schools, special schools known as Zennana classes were started in Sylhet, but the 

experiment was given up in 1933 with the non-cooperation movement; in the earlier 

years the curriculum for boys and girls was the same but after 1882, a separate 

curriculum and a separate examination for girls were introduced in Sylhet, again from 

1936, common curriculum and a common examination were brought in; the removal 

of age limit and granting of liberal scholarships were further measures taken by the 

government to encourage girl‟s education. 

Barua, A.P. (1978) conducted a study on “Married women„s education” with a  

view to  study (i) the level of educational attainment among married women; (ii) to 

find out the causes of women going in for higher education after marriage; (iii) to 

study whether they wished to earn independently on the basis of their education and to 

contribute to their family income and to see whether there was any impact of their 

husband‟s income and status on their willingness to work; (iv) to elicit their opinion 

as to what type of female education would best suit a married women to fit her to 
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engage in a gainful occupation; (v) to study the attitude of married women to further 

education and (vi) to find out how married women utilized their education. The major 

findings of the study were (i) the range of educational qualifications among married 

women varied from matriculations to M. Sc, M.A, and B. T. Some of them had added 

to their educational qualifications after marriage; (ii) women‟s willingness to serve 

may be grouped under purely teaching jobs, any occupation including teaching and 

independent work or profession; (iii) most of the respondents were found to 

appreciate the usefulness of the present education system which seemed to exert 

sufficient changes in girl‟s education; (iv) some respondents possessed vocational 

training in type writing, tailoring, wool work, etc and they preferred employment in 

their area next to teaching. They manifested their keen interest in an independent 

profession; (v) women‟s education had hardly made any significant impact on their 

day to day life, both social and economic. 

Das, R. (1979) conducted a study on “Women‟s education in Assam in the post 

independence period (1947-1971) and its impact on the social life of the State”. 

The study was conducted to view the growth and development of women‟s education 

at various levels in the State of Assam during the period 1947-71 and its impact on the 

social life of the state. Data were obtained mainly through personal enquiries, case 

studies, interviews, informal discussions and a study of documents, literature, etc. 

Special emphasis was given on studying institutions, enrolment, co-education, 

curricular, teachers, and the mode of administration, expenditure, scholarships and 

examination results starting from the primary level to the university level of general, 

professional and technical education. An attempt was also made to represent the 

annual growth rates in the enrolment, whenever possible. The various problems faced 

in the progress of women‟s education in the state and the impact of the women‟s 

education on the social life of the state was also studied. The major findings were – 

(1) there was an increasing trend or positive rate of growth during the period of the 

present study; (2) compared to the increase in number of men‟s colleges, the women‟s 

colleges did not increase proportionality; women‟s education brought about positive 

changes in the economic, cultural, political and religious spheres of the social life in 

the state; (3) the number of women teachers at various stages of education increased 

yet the number of teachers was not at par with the increase in the enrolment; (4) the 

shortage of women teachers affected the healthy growth of women‟s education; (5) 
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the total direct expenditure on women‟s education increased during the period of 

study; (6) a greater percentage of women were attending co-educational institutions. 

Devi, B. K. (1988) in her work on „Manipuri Women- a study‟ described the social 

status of Manipuri women as women of Manipur are playing a great role in the social 

life. But their status is not high as compared with their roles. Most of them are not 

allowed to take part in the decision making process of the family, of the locality and 

in social problems. Women generally accept what male has already decided. Decision 

making, it is believed, is the sole right of the men.    

Siddiqui and Hazarika, Sultana. (1989) conducted a study on “Impact of rural 

functional literacy programme on rural women of Jorhat district of Assam”. The 

study was carried out with a view to find out the level of impact of RFLP on rural 

women of Jorhat district of Assam in terms of the (a) level of literacy achievement, 

(b) level of awareness, (c) level of functionality, (d) development of opinion of the 

respondents regarding usefulness of RFLP, (e) development of opinion of the 

respondents regarding women‟s development through education; to find out the level 

of impact of RFLP on rural women of Jorhat district of Assam with respect to their 

age. The major findings of the study were- impact of the classes of RFLP on the rural 

women was reported to be poor in all the three aspects, namely reading, writing and 

numeracy under the aspect of literacy achievement; level of awareness improved 

slightly; development of functionality left much to be desired; however, the 

programme was found useful by women as it gave them information on development 

programmes. 

Kakati, Kunja Kusum. (1990) carried out a study on “Socio-economic status of 

educated working women of Kamrup district”  with a view to  investigate the socio 

economic status enjoyed by educated working women of Kamrup district and to find 

out the impact of women‟s employment on the society; to find out the factors which  

induced educated women to take up employment; to know what rights and principles 

are being enjoyed by the educated working women within the family, in the working 

place and in the community; to enquire into the pattern of dual role of the working 

women at home and at place of work; to examine the changes that take place in the 

family as a result of women‟s employment and its impact on society. The tools used 

were questionnaires, interviews and observation. The major findings of the study were 
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(i) though husbands and parents were in favour of employment of their wives and 

daughters, still working women could not draw sympathy from family members in 

sharing of household activities, (ii) the difference between working and non working 

women was found insignificant, (iii) in matter of decision making power, role of 

employment was found significant. Working women as compared to non-working 

women were playing the role of decision makers to greater extent; (iv) employment of 

women influenced significantly their freedom of movement outside the home. 

Working women‟s freedom of movement was found to be positive associated with 

their age, education, occupation and income. 

Hazarika, Himadri & Devi, Runusri (2011) made a study on “Problems of Girl‟s 

education at secondary level under Sipajhar Block with special reference to 

Darrang District”. The findings of the study were- i) Economic backwardness, 

illiteracy and ignorance effect the education of girls. ii) Girls are engaged in 

household work. iii) 20% of the families unable to bear the expenditure of their girls. 

iv) Parents education and guidance are important factor for educating girls as the 

study reveals 20% parents are unable to give proper guidance. 

Ritul Talukdar (2012) conducted a study on “Women education and rural 

economic development of the Bodo community of Assam- A case study in 

Barpeta and Baksa district of Assam” with a view to study the educational status of 

the women in the Bodo community of Assam and the problems of women education 

in the community; to study the role of women in economic activities of the Bodo 

community of Assam and its impact on education. A questionnaire was used as a tool 

for data collection. The major findings of the study were (i) the female literacy level 

among the Bodo community have increased but they could not able to maintain the 

equal pace of progress with the women of non- tribal groups. More particularly the 

Bodo women in remote area are maintaining the same mode of living major changes 

over the years. That is why in this place the tribal women are far from taking formal 

education but education is the most important factor of economic development of the 

community; (ii) highly educated women are working in govt. and private sector jobs. 

They have also their own business like fashion design, beauty parlour, sewing and 

cutting, tailoring etc., income earn from such activities are impressively higher than 

traditional primitive economic activities; (iii) lack of strong motivation towards higher 
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education of girls due to some problems like economic backwardness,  negligence of 

parents,  language problems early marriage of girls etc. 

Sultana Rezia (2012) conducted a study on “Development of women education in 

Darrang district” with a view to (i) study the historical background of education and 

educational institutions of Darrang district, which helped in the development of 

women education and for policy making; (ii) examine the development of women 

education in Darrang district after independence; (iii) find out the various problems 

that stand against the development of women education in Darrang district; (iv) 

suggest for solution of the problems. The tools used for the study were questionnaire 

for senior persons of various age groups and questionnaire for various schools/ 

colleges of entire district. The major findings were-  parents were not conscious about 

the education of their girl child; there was no available educational institution nearby 

the residence in the past as a result it created problems on women education; negative 

thinking of parents towards girl‟s education is prevalent; society was not conscious 

for educating the girl‟s and think it to be the meaningless expenditure; poverty of 

parents is the main problem of development of education; child marriage was one of 

the main social problems of women education in the past; society did not allow the 

girls to receive education in the co-educational institution in the past; parents were 

interested in educating the male child only; there was no any provision of state 

assistance towards girl‟s education; illiteracy of parents is the main problem of 

women education; negligence of parents is another problem of girls‟ education. 

 

3.3. Studies conducted in other states of India: 

Naik. (1949) undertook the study to investigate into the “Problem of the 

education of women in the province of Bombay.” He made important conclusions 

of his study that show how both the social status of Indian women and their 

educational position were at the lowest ebb in the beginning of the nineteenth century. 

Women of India have benefited most from the liberalizing influence of modern 

education and western contacts, brought about through the British rule. Social 

position and education of women under fascism and communism in different 

countries show that none of them has given perfect equality to women; hence 

democracy is the best form of organization in the interest of women. The arguments 
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of separatists were that they cannot be educated with man in a common system. The 

problems of educated women arise from the lack of harmony between their developed 

individuality and aspirations on one hand and a conservative and backward state of 

society on the other. Education of women lies behind the education of men in almost 

every branch of educational activity. It is absolutely essential to educate and 

emancipate the women in order to create a happier society with a higher standard of 

life. 

Misra. (1961) traced the “History of women education in India in the context of 

their status and education” surveyed and objectively analyzed the education of 

women in India from 1921 to the end of the third five year plan (1960-61) with 

particular reference to the factors hindering progress, the nature and extent of wastage 

and stagnation, the educational facilities available to contemporary Indian women and 

coeducation. The study revealed that there has been rapid progress in women 

education in all the spheres along with the existing evils of wastage and stagnation. 

There is a quantitative growth in the number of institutions for women and their 

enrolment therein. To promote proper planning, a national committee for women 

education has been appointed with state councils in different states. Education for 

women at the primary and higher stages is still an imitation of boy‟s education. The 

enrolment of girls for vocational and special education is still not impressive. Some 

facilities are being provided to educational institutions but they are inadequate. The 

special courses for women like home science, drawing, painting, music, nursing etc. 

still need improvement. Much emphasis is now being laid on physical education of 

women. Funds for women education are available but proper utilization is needed. 

Sharma, K.D. (1973) conducted a study on “Socio economic study of women 

employees in Bhopal” with a view to analyse the socio economic condition of 

women employees in Bhopal. The sample consisted of 1119 women selected 

randomly. Data were collected by using an interview schedule. The questions 

pertaining to different aspects of life namely employment, education and training, 

demographic characteristics, income, expenditure pattern, indebtedness, family 

aspects, housing, health and conveyance, domestic work, attitude towards 

employment, marriage and family planning  and any specific problem were included. 

The major findings were- (i) the number of women employed in different fields was 

in central and state government offices- 486, health- 514, education- 963, autonomous 
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bodies- 432, big industries- 200, small industries- 1,323; (ii) forty two percent of 

women worked on daily wages where as 31 percent had permanent service. Casual 

leave, earned leave, medical leave and other types of leave were available to nearly 53 

percent women employees; (iii) majority (90 percent) of women employees belonged 

to lower income group; (iv) women employees contribution to their family income 

was significant; (v) educated women employees adopted the means of family 

planning more frequently than the illiterates; (vi) nearly 26 percent women employees 

working as casual workers had no security of service like the employees in the public 

sector. 

Mehta. (1974) studied “Women‟s attitude towards social issues like education, 

marriage, different professions, participation in political life, social, religious and 

cultural life”  verified the conviction that the attitude of the women was rarely 

specific and studied the relationship between some of the demographic variables of 

the women and their attitudes. It was found that there was no significant difference in 

the attitudes of a) Married and unmarried women, b) Hindu and Muslim women c) 

Women belonging to higher socio-economic status and those belonging to lower 

socio-economic status d) Women with higher family education background and those 

with lower family education background. Women coming from science group, young 

age group, less religious group and group with more progressive family background 

were modern and progressive in their attitudes. Women should have a deep sense of 

identification with their culture. Women were less agreeable to such traditional 

institutions as sect, caste, and community and were not afraid of breaking with the 

socio-religious obligations. Adequate education was considered as an essential 

prerequisite for economic independence. Women were in favour of professional 

education. Marriage and jobs were considered equally important. Women showed a 

highly favorable attitude towards politics. 

Indukumari, M. (1976) conducted a study on “Education and social status of 

Muslim women in Kerala” with a view to study whether education played a 

significant role in raising the social status of Muslim women. The main hypothesis of 

the study was that a) Education had contributed to the improvement of the social 

status of Muslim women. b) Several socio-structural and institutional factors in the 

Muslim community had retarded the progress of education among women. The 

practice of seclusion and early marriage, the absence of socially defined occupational 
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roles, the lack of conformity between traditional and modern feminine roles, the low 

level of aspiration among women caused by seclusion and lack of education and 

subordinate role assigned to Muslim women traditionally were investigated as social 

structural and institutional factors. Documentary evidence from published materials, 

information obtained through interviews with Muslim men and women and religious 

leaders and field notes made by researcher formed the data for the study. An interview 

schedule was prepared to obtain the relevant information on status indicators, attitudes 

and practices. The major findings of the study were-1) The number of women who 

had undergone education beyond secondary school, who had entered or wished to 

enter into an occupation or wished to go for higher education to enter an occupation 

was found to form a very small proportion. 2) The social structural and institutional 

variables were all found to prevent Muslim women from obtaining higher education. 

Compulsory religious education and early marriage was seen to delay or prevent their 

entry into formal educational system and also to cause drop outs. 3) The vicious circle 

formed by lack of education confining women to roles within the home which in turn 

lowered the educational aspiration of women as their interest in roles outside the 

home was established by the study. 

Gandhi. (1977) carried out “A study on the development of women education in 

Greater Bombay from 1961 to 1974 and the factors which facilitate the progress 

of women‟s higher education”. He found that 55.7 per cent women and 69.7 percent 

men were literate in 1973-74 in Greater Bombay. Primary education had achieved the 

target of 99.6 percent of boys and 70.1 per cent of girls to be enrolled during the 

fourth five year plan. But the wastage in case of girls had increased from 59 percent to 

70 percent in the said period. Percentage of pupils enrolled in the classes VIII to XI / 

XII was very low i.e. 50.2 per cent boys and 47.4 percent girls. The percentage of 

wastage at this level was 27 percent in boys and 34 percent in girls. In  Greater  

Bombay the per cent proportion of girls of total enrolment of pre-primary, primary 

and secondary stages of education in 1973-74 were 45.6 percent, 46.0 percent and 

42.0 percent respectively and percentage of girls to total enrolment in arts, science 

and commerce faculties were 62 percent, 31 percent and 14 percent respectively. Self 

incentive was the main factor for seeking higher education. Equality of men‟s and 

women‟s status was yet to be achieved. 
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Rajwade, K. (1980) carried out a study on “Status of Muslim women in Indore 

city-a case study” with a view to (1) find out the socio-economic and cultural 

characteristics of the Muslim women; (ii) to find out the educational level which was 

a pre-condition for the upliftment of status; (iii) to find out the impact of religion on 

women in particular and on the community in general; (iv) to find out the magnitude 

of traditionalism which impaired the path of progress; (v) to find out their reaction 

towards the change taking place in their society though at a slow pace and (vi) to 

suggest some ways and means for the amelioration of the Muslim women which 

might appeal to them and attract them. The sample consisted of 400 families. This 

was drawn by using the stratified random sampling method. In addition to this a 

purposive sample of 50 women who were teaching in all the government and private 

Urdu schools in Indore was taken. In order to know the views of the young Muslim 

females, 50 Muslim female students of various colleges in Indore were also 

interviewed. Some prominent personalities in Indore were also contacted and various 

matters like purdah and the educational backwardness of the Muslim women were 

discussed. For the collection of data, the schedule-cum-interview method was used. 

The data were analyzed by computing average, percentages etc. The major findings of 

the study were (i) whether educated or not, whether housewife or working, the 

majority of the women did most of the domestic tasks themselves and they liked the 

work too; (ii) most educated and employed teachers as well as uneducated and 

unemployed housewives had a say in almost all household matters in which they were 

consulted; (iii) the economic condition of the community on the whole was poor. The 

majority of the women were non earning housewives. Those who earned worked at 

home on some petty jobs and earned only a small amount; they were neither educated 

nor trained. 

Mazumdar, V. (1981) carried out a study on “Women and educational 

development” with a view to trace the educational development of women from 1947 

to 1979; on the basis of general policies and programmes to identify the objectives 

specific to women‟s education. The findings of the study were (a) the expansion of 

educational opportunities was a demand during the struggle for freedom; (b) 

liquidation of illiteracy, universalization of elementary education for all up to fourteen 

years of age, development of technical manpower, development of Indian languages 

as the medium of instruction, transformation of the content of education to inculcate 
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nationalism, self realization, equality, democracy and special attention to weaker 

sections were the declared objectives of national policy for education; (c) attempts at 

equality, universalization, eradication of illiteracy and transformation of content of 

general education were defeated because of paucity of funds, the inequalities were 

sharper in secondary and higher education; (d) there were five major change of policy 

for the period 1978-83 namely nationwide programme of adult education with special 

emphasis on the 15:35 age group, universalization with special enrolment of girls, 

regulation of enrolment in the general academic stream, rural bias in educational 

programmes, science education and scientific attitude, provision of non-formal 

education along with increase of facilities at all stages and optimum utilization of 

existing educational facilities; (e) the committee on the status of women in India 

identified ambivalence in understanding of the purpose and the content of women‟s 

education, the stated purpose was to make them more effective wives; (f) the 

realization of policy goals and educational system were not instrumental in bringing 

about women‟s liberation as the obstacles were primarily economic or functional; the 

effect of the provisions of more schools, women teachers or exclusive schools for 

girls was not very commendable; instead a situational analysis of different target 

groups, the working out of practical steps and efforts to stimulate and motivate them 

would be helpful. 

Leelakumari. (1984) undertook a study on “Development of women‟s education 

in Uttar Pradesh since independence with special reference to Varanasi”. The 

objectives of the study were: to trace the development of education of women in India 

in general and U.P. in particular up to independence and thereafter; to compare the 

development of women education in U.P. with that of other state; to make an intra 

state or inter district comparative study for U.P.; to make a survey of attitudes of the 

students of B.H.U. and its suggestions for the development of women‟s education in 

Varanasi. The major findings of the study were (1) As far as girl‟s education in the 

whole country was concerned; an analysis of achievements during the five year plans 

showed that enrollment in classes‟ I-V increased six fold and VI-VIII and IX-XI at 

much faster rate. (2) In U.P. the condition of girls‟ education up to 1927 was dismal 

with only 3.9 per cent enrolment of girls of schooling age. From 1937 to 1947 girl‟s 

education made rapid strides. (3) Since 1947 the enrolment has been increasing but 

the increase has been uneven over different plan periods. (4) Interstate comparisons 
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were confined in giving gross enrolment figure and number of institutions for various 

states and union territories. (5) The study of attitudes revealed that in general all had 

favourable attitudes, with girls showing mere attitudes than boys. 

Patel, T. (1984) carried out a study on “Development of education among Tribal 

women” with a view to examine the distribution of tribal population in different 

districts and to describe briefly the major physical characteristics of the tribal region 

and also the life and labour of tribal population in Gujarat;  to examine the extent to 

which literacy, enrolment and educational attainment of tribal women compared with 

that of Harijan women, non ST/SC women and tribal men; to develop an additive 

picture of various aspects of the educational development of tribal women in Gujarat 

on the basis of analysis of census and other data available in related studies. The 

major findings of the study were (i) the percentage distribution of tribal population in 

different districts of Gujarat varied from about 15 percent in Sabarkantha district to 

about 93 percent in Dangs district, there was a considerable heterogeneity in the 

composition of tribals in different districts; (ii) up to the end of the 19
th

 century the 

spread of education among tribals was insignificant, and that too only at the primary 

level. A major spurt in the spread of tribal education in Gujarat came in the twenties 

due to the activities of a band of devoted social workers, including Thakkar Bapa, 

working under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi; (iii) a considerable amount of 

variation in the context of wastage and stagnation among tribal girls was marked with 

variations in development area and the types of school attended. 

Bokil, B.G. (1987) conducted a study on “Education of rural women” with a view  

to study the factors that adversely affected the completion of primary education of 

girls as also, to the factors that came in the way of girls enrolment in primary schools; 

to study the economic and social factors which adversely affected girls enrolment and 

retention in primary schools; to study the factors which motivated adult women to 

learn; to study the curriculum, teaching aids, methodology, training of teachers, 

monitoring and evaluation which was effective in women‟s education; to study the 

manner in which non-formal methods of education could be used to educate women; 

to study the manner in which the rural people participated in planning and execution 

of women‟s education. The major findings of the study were (i) girls from lower 

economic strata of the society remained outside the schools; (ii) generally, girls left 

school at the age of 8/9.They worked either at home or in farms. However, education 
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of their brothers continued; (iii) girls from families having a better socio-economic 

status were better enrolled and better retained in school. The general educational level 

of such families was also good; (iv) in the area under study, there were practically no 

girls who had not participated either in formal or in non-formal education. The 

number of such girls was quite small. The factors that affected such girls in not 

getting any education were (a) distance to be travelled to the school, (b) physical 

handicap, (c) constant domestic difficulties and (d) continuous physical work during 

the day; (v) as a result of the survey of socio-economic information of the families it 

was revealed that (a) the age of marriage of girls was steadily rising, (b) women had 

accepted family planning programmes, (c) most of the rural families had agriculture 

as their main source of income, (d) most of the women were farm labourers (e) most 

of the families undertook dairy, poultry, piggery etc. forming as additional 

occupations which resulted in raising their economic levels. Most of the families had 

a large number of illiterate women members. The number of persons in each family 

was 6-10; (vi) women showed significant progress in the area of health and 

cleanliness; (vii) they showed least progress in initiative, social work and boldness. 

Those who showed these qualities came forward to undertake social work; (viii) 

women did not show any change in attitude about dowry, age of marriage and other 

social customs; (ix) the progress of women between the age of 35 and 40 was more 

than that of those in the age group of 15-35, as the latter was continuously engaged in 

some physical work throughout the day. 

Ganesan, P. (1989) conducted a study on “Development of women‟s higher 

education since independence in Pasumpontheval Thirumagan District of Tamil 

Nadu,” and makes projections for the educational requirements of women by AD 

2000 in the district, using trend analysis. 

“A study of educated working women in Chittoor district” conducted by 

Sobhavathamma, I. (1989) with a view to discuss the educational background and 

socio-economic problems of unmarried working women; to highlight the familial 

background and kinship relations of the married working women; to bring out the role 

of women at work and the problems associated with their carrier; to discuss changes 

that are taking place in the attitudes and values of working women and their family 

members. Questionnaire was used as a tool to collect information. Personal interviews 

of selected respondents helped in development of case studies. The major findings 
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were that (i) the majority of unmarried working women had economic reasons for 

taking up a job; (ii) more employed women had a preference for a small family; (iii) it 

was found that married working women had a larger share of domestic work as 

compared to non-married working women; (iv) due to dual responsibility married 

working women expressed that they faced difficulties in meeting demands of both 

profession and family. Clash of personal interests between the spouses had been 

experienced by a majority of the respondents. 

Liankhuma, J. (1989) carried out “A study of the development of women‟s 

education in Mizoram” with a view to trace the history of women‟s education in 

Mizoram from 1900 to 1982; to study the status of women in Mizoram with regard to 

opportunities for education; to examine the contributions of the Christian missionaries 

and the government to women‟s education in Mizoram; to examine factors for and 

against women‟s education in Mizoram. Historical and analytical method of research 

was adopted. Frequencies and percentages were used apart from qualitative analysis. 

The major findings of the study were that there was no formal school system prior to 

the arrival of Christian missionaries in Mizoram; the first girl‟s school was started by 

the Nelsh Calvinistic Mission at Aizwal in 1904;  the girl‟s students were not entitled 

to receive merit scholarships during the British period in Mizoram; the post 

Independence period showed a change in this trend and the literacy percentage of girls 

rose from 0.14% in 1901 to 54.9% in 1981; the enrolment of girls have likewise made 

tremendous progress during this period. 

Modak. (1989) carried out “A study of Nepali women‟s response to social 

changes and the role of education in social and economic development in the hill 

areas near Kurseong”. It was found that the women were largely employed in 

terrace cultivation in the hill areas of West Bengal. The present education system and 

the pattern of modernization did not change their harsh work profile. Women in urban 

areas after getting education took up jobs and entered the informal sector. The entry 

of women into the informal sector was a significant feature of social change. The 

literacy rate among rural women was still low. Although educational institutions had 

increased in number, women were still at the bottom of the educational ladder. The 

nature of education available to them had low economic value. 
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Wasnik (1989) conducted study to find out the “Effect of education on the social 

and economic condition of Mahar women in Nagpur”. It was found that 30% 

women were educated upto primary, 28% upto elementary, 20% upto graduation, 

12% upto post graduation, 10% had achieved professional education, 8% had 

undergone nursing course, 4% had MBBS, B.Ed and LL.B degrees. A very small 

number of Mahar women respondents earned more than Rs.3000 p.m. Very few 

respondents agreed with the view that education would change their lives and 

improved their standard of living. 

Kantamma, K. (1990) conducted a study on “Status of women in relation to 

education, employment and marriage” with a view to examine the impact of 

education and employment on the status of women; to analyze the pattern of decision 

making, inter- spouse communication and opinion on a number of current issues like 

dowry, marriage, etc among women with different educational and occupational 

status. Interview schedules were used to collect data. Percentages and „F‟ test were 

used to analyze the data. The major findings of the study were the higher the 

education of women, the greater was their participation in decision making, inter 

spouse communication and a progressive opinion on different issues. 

Swami, Sushma. (1990) undertook “A critical study of women‟s education in 

Vidarbha from 1947 to 1987” with a view to study the position of the women in 

Vidarbha in respect of their status and education; to analyse women education with 

particular reference to the factors hindering progress, particularly the nature and tend 

of wastage and stagnation; to find out the factors responsible for and study the role of 

women‟s organisation; to suggest remedial measures. The major findings were (i) 

from 1978-85, at per-primary stage the number of boys was always more than girls; 

(ii) after independence, growth in women‟s education at primary level had been 

observed; (iii) the problem of wastage and stagnation among girls was higher than 

boys at the secondary stage; (iv) there has been a lack of separate girl‟s schools and 

women teacher; (v) at the higher educational level, the gap between number of 

educated boys and girls widened; (vi) the proportion of men and women in college 

education was 3:1; (vii) the number of girls taking general education was more than 

those taking technical and vocational education. 
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Devi, T. Vinoda. (1991) carried out a study on “Education and employment 

status of women and their attitudes and practices in family welfare in Andhra 

Pradesh” with a view to assess the educational and employment status of women in 

Andhra Pradesh and the physical amenities possessed by them; to assess the attitudes 

of employed women on population issues; to assess the extent to which family 

planning practices were adopted by employed women. The tools used were a 

questionnaire, attitude scale and family welfare check list. Mean, standard 

deviation,„t‟ test, co-efficient of correlation was employed for analysis of data. The 

major findings were the possession of physical amenities was the highest amongst the 

doctors and college lecturers followed by school teachers and nurses, the least being 

with women causal labourers. Further possession of physical amenities was positively 

related to the education and income of the respondents. Amongst the women 

employees‟ doctors and lecturers showed a more positive attitude towards population 

issues, followed by teachers, clerks and nurses. 

Gokhale, Leena (1991) carried out a study on “Status of women in migrant 

industrial workers families and their attitudes to education” with a view to (i) 

study the socio-economic background of women in migrant industrial families, their 

awareness in the fields of policies, law, health, education and the extent of modernity  

acquired by them; (ii) to study the attitudes of these women towards girl‟s education 

and marriage; (iii) to study a non-migrant group of workers and to compare their 

attitudes of female education with a migrant group and (iv) to study the relationship if 

any between numbers of years of migration and modernity of attitudes. The tools like 

questionnaires in Hindi and Marathi were administered. Simple frequency and 

percentages were used for data analysis. The major findings of the study were (i) 

migrant women played an active part in decision making at home and showed greater 

health and political awareness; (ii) number of years of migration did not lead to 

modernization of attitudes or an improvement of status among women; (iii) the 

attitude of women on family planning had not changed; (iv) purdah, segregation and 

dowry existed among women had no share in the ancestral property. 

Rotnavani. (1991) undertook  “A study of growth and constraints in higher 

education of women in Andhra Pradesh” with a view to find out the growth in 

enrolment of girls in colleges; to find out the views of students, employed women and 

house wives on various aspects of higher education; to study the influence of socio-
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economic status of women on enrolment of girls in colleges; to study the influence of 

religion on the performance of women pursuing higher education; to study the 

facilities provided to girls in colleges both in urban and rural areas. The major 

findings of the study were- in the student‟s category caste, religion, marital status, 

mother‟s education and occupation and financial status of family had not influenced 

the performance of either undergraduates, B.Ed. or Post-graduates. On the other hand, 

father‟s and husband‟s education and occupation, and financial status of family 

influenced their performance. Marital status, mother‟s education occupation and 

husband‟s education occupation did not influence their performance. As far as house 

wives were concerned, financial status of family was found to have influenced their 

performance, while other variable were not found to have influenced their 

performance.  

Banda, Sarojana. (1992) carried out “A study of the status of women as depicted 

in the textbooks offered at school level in Andhra Pradesh” with a view to (i) find 

out the status enjoyed by women in relation to men in socio-economic, cultural, 

religious, political and educational areas as presented in the textbooks from classes I 

to X; (ii) find out whether there is any discrimination on the basis of sex (gender bias) 

in these textbook; (iii) suggest measures to improve the social and educational status 

of women through production of text book material depicting positive aspects of 

women‟s contribution to society. An opinionnaire and a structured interview schedule 

were canvassed. The major findings of the study were- the traditional roles of women 

have changed considerably but the constitutional guarantee of equality between sexes 

and changed roles do not find adequate reflection in the text books. The study 

strongly endorsed the inclusion of equality of sexes as one of the ten core values in 

the National Curricula Framework (NCERT) in response to the call for removal of 

gender disparities and making education a vehicle of women‟s equality and 

empowerment in the National Policy on Education 1986. The study recommended 

rewriting of textbooks to reflect the considerable progress and contribution of women 

to the socio economic and educational fields and making schools the agents through 

which positive attitudinal changes towards women can be brought about. 

Pabani, Zahira. (1992) carried out a study on “Status and role of women 

teachers of the university of Bombay” with a view to study the reasons why women 

take to the teaching profession at the higher education ladder; to study the conditions 
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present in the operative aspect of their profession which assists or act as constraints in 

the pursuit of the profession and whether the constraints are reflections of gender 

difference; to seek the opinions as to what diverse qualities, especially with respect to 

responsibility and obligations that are indicative of excellence of the profession of 

teaching. The major findings of the study were that (i) women teachers were not 

discriminated against on the basis of gender difference; (ii) they taught because they 

felt that household responsibilities should not take all their time; (iii) women teachers 

were disappointed in respect of the status that the profession enjoys; (iv) women 

teachers felt that teachers themselves should act to raise the status of teachers and the 

profession by sincerity, commitment, dedication etc. and make teaching the most 

honored of professionals. 

Rani et al (2011), in their theme paper made an attempt to analyse the 

educational status of tribal women in India based entirely on secondary sources of 

information, mainly drawn from various research studies conducted in this field. The 

main aim of education, the authors consider, is to change the cultural norms and 

patterns of life of tribal women, to make them economically independent, to organize 

themselves to form strong groups so as to analyse their situations and conditions of 

living, understand their rights and responsibilities and to enable them to participate 

and contribute to the development of women and the entire society. With regard to the 

literacy rates, female literacy has raised considerably in the past four decades both in 

urban as well as rural areas. Moreover the percentage of Schedule Tribe girls in 

higher education has been gradually increasing. The fact remains that a large number 

of tribal women in rural areas might have missed educational opportunities at 

different stages  in order to empower them varieties of skill training programmes have 

to be designed and organised. The skill could be for assuming political leadership or 

for economic self-reliance or even social transformation.  

 

3.4. Studies conducted in outside India: 

Javed (1965) carried out “A study on socio-economic characteristics and attitude 

of people towards female education”. The methods used were observation, 

questionnaire and interview. The sample of the study consisted of 824 houses of 

Rehman pura. The major findings of the study were that one third of the respondents 
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were in favour of female education and more than one third of the respondent was 

indifferent and little less than one third had unfavourable attitude towards female 

education. The lowest class men have less inclination toward female education, but 

still there were certain exceptional cases in the lowest class who are strongly 

favourable toward female education .This may be because of their ambition and desire 

to rise up.  

Zubaida Qureshi (1969) from Institute of Education and Research carried out “A 

study on progress of female education in West Pakistan since independence”. 

Few years later, in 1980 three students from Institute of Education and Research did 

“A comparative study on the attitude of parents towards female education who 

sent their  children to school and the other group of parents who did not sent 

their children to school”. The significant findings was that 54% of the parents who 

send their children to school were strongly in favour of female education, about 40% 

of the parents whose  children were not in the school were against female education.  

Jannat Firdous, Kaneez Akthar and Zahida begam (1971) conducted “A study on 

attitude of low income parents towards the schooling of their female children”. 

Findings were that the attitude of lower income parents towards the education of their 

female children was positive. They showed great interest in their daughter‟s 

education. But they did not like their daughter to get education in co-education 

institutions. The parents did not think that education of their daughter was a burden 

for them.  

Ghazala and Rubeena (1985) conducted “A study on socio-economic background 

of the parents and their attitude towards female education”. This study aims at 

finding out the relationship of the socio-economic background of the parents and their 

attitudes towards education of their daughters and also gives some suggestions for 

improvement of parent‟s attitudes towards female education. They conclude on the 

basis of their research that women education is desirable. Respondent stated to give 

career oriented education to their daughters. Majority rejected the idea that educated 

girl lose interest in household affairs. Study reveals that positive change has 

developed in all three classes of the society that in upper, middle and especially in 

lower clad, towards advancement of female education. 
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Shahzad, et al (2011) wrote a research paper on “Community attitude towards 

female education” with a view to know the view of parents about the education of 

girls; to investigate the attitude of community about the female education; to explore 

the reasons of girls dropout schools and to suggest some measures for the promotion 

of female education. The major findings of the study were that (i) all the parents were 

interested in education of girls but they could not do so due to poverty (ii) majority of 

the parents were in favour of school/ college education (iii) major reason of girls 

dropout was poverty, marriage and religious constraints and lack of awareness 

incentives, uneducated parents (iv) majority of the parents were in favour of allowing 

the female to do jobs (iv) majority of the parents needed their girls in homes for 

domestic work.  

 

3.5. Conclusion:  

The researches reviewed here have largely been conducted outside the Cachar district 

of Assam. The reviews which the researcher has gone through were based on socio-

economic and educational status of women as well as their attitude towards education. 

Though all the studies have been carried out in different places in India as well as 

abroad and they have different objectives, methodology and findings but on reviewing 

these, the researcher has developed that education is a contributing factor for uplifting 

the status of women. Different studies were conducted to analyze the condition of 

women education in different places but no researches were conducted to know the 

educational status of Manipuri women in Cachar district as yet. Keeping this point in 

view the present study has been undertaken. However this review of researches 

provide an idea to the investigator about the methodology to be adopted in terms of 

sources of data, procedure for data collection and analysis and interpretation of data 

for the present study. 

 

 

 

 


