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PREFACE 

Illiteracy is an obstacle to the development of every nation. It is believed that without 

substantially eliminating illiteracy, India cannot become a cohesive nation and give to all 

its citizens the quality of life they have long yearned for. No wonder that education in 

general and literacy in particular have been accorded a high priority in the country’s 

development process. 

By the word ‘Literate’ we mean one who can read and write some language. UNESCO 

has defined a literate person as “one who can with understanding both read and write a 

short and simple statement on his every day life”. Following UNESCO, the Census 

Commission in India in 1991 also defined ‘literate’ person as one who can read and write 

“with understanding” in any Indian language, and not merely read and write. 

Illiteracy, we can say, is the opposite of what has been stated regarding literacy, that 

means, ‘one who can not read and write with understanding a short simple statement on 

his every day life, is an illiterate.’ 

  In India there has been some progress in the field of education since independence. The 

numbers of primary and other schools have increased and the enrollments of students in 

those schools too have increased, consequently the rate of literacy also has improved. 

 Together with the quantitative expansion of education facilities, there is now greater 

emphasis on the qualitative aspect as well. Before 1976, education was exclusively the 

responsibility of the states, the central government being concerned only with the 

coordination and determination of standards in technical and higher education. In 1976, 

through the constitutional amendment, education became the ‘joint responsibility’ of both 

states and centre. Determined efforts are now being made to achieve goal of universal 
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elementary education and eradication of illiteracy from the country. But in spite of all 

these efforts, a significant number of Indian populations especially the Scheduled Castes 

are still very behind in education. The people of Kiabartta Community are too of the 

same situation. Hence, they are far behind in socio-economic condition also. So an 

attempt has been made by the investigator of the present study to study the exact 

educational scenario of the Kaibartta in Barak Valley, of the state Assam, India. The 

study includes six Chapters, Chapter-I incorporates; Introduction, The Problem, Rationale 

of the Study, Research Questions, Title of the Study, Objectives of the Study, Operational 

Definition of the Term, and Delimitation of the Study. Chapter-II incorporates; 

Theoretical Framework of the Study, Genesis of Indian People, Concept of Caste and 

Varna in India, Evolution of Scheduled Castes in India. Distribution of Scheduled Castes 

in India (State-wise), Different Groups of Scheduled Castes in Assam and Barak Valley, 

and Kaibartta in Barak Valley.  Chapter-III includes; Review of Related Literature. 

Chapter-IV incorporates; Methodology, Background of the Study,   Area of the Study, 

Design of the Study, Population, Sample and Sampling Technique, Exploration of the 

Document, Primary Sources of Data, Secondary Sources of Data, Tools for the Study, 

Standardization of the Tools, Data Collection, Techniques of Data Analysis, Chapter-V 

Analysis and Interpretation of Data, Chapter -VI includes Summary, Major Findings, 

Discussion and Conclusion.                       

                                                                                                          

 (ANJALI RANI DAS) 

 Research Scholar, 

 Department of Education 

Date:   /12/2015 Assam University, Silchar-11 
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