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    CHAPTER - IV 

METHODOLOGY 

 

The chapter has been devoted to methodology and design of the study. It includes a 

detailed description of the population, size of sample, the type of data collected, the tools 

and the type of procedure by which data has been collected and computed. 

4.1. Introduction 

Research is an unending search of knowledge and truth. It is an essential and powerful 

tool for any kind of development. The general procedure of research follows selection of 

the research area, definition of the problems, finding out the objectives, study of the 

related literature, methodology and analysis and interpretation. For undertaking research 

proper methodology is necessitated since the good research work depends on a sound and 

effective methodology. The selection and application of a specific method or combination 

of methods of research depends upon the nature of the problem chosen for the study.  

4.2. Research Design 

The chosen problem of the study, ‘Educational development and social mobility in 

Sikkim: A critical study’, falls in the category of both quantitative as well as qualitative 

research in which historical and survey method of research has been applied. The 

historical method has been applied to study the educational development and the survey 

method has been used for studying social mobility in Sikkim.  

4.3. Population 

A population is any group of individuals that has one or more characteristics in common 

and that are of interest to the researcher. The populations of the present study are all those 

individuals’ falls in the age group between 50 – 60 years and have at least one child 

married and settled in life and residing in the East and West Districts of Sikkim.  

 



Methodology 
 

Page | 51  
 

4.4. Sample of the Study 

A total of 800 people comprise the sample of the study in which Stratified purposive 

sampling technique has been adopted to study the inter-generational social mobility by 

including three generation i.e. 1
st
 generation, the respondents father/mother, 2

nd
 

generation, the respondent and 3
rd

 generation, the respondent’s son/daughter. The 

respondent in the present study is the 2
nd

 generation in the age group 50 – 60 years and 

has at least one child already settled (married). Two districts out of four have been chosen 

i.e., East District (the most developed district) and West District (the least developed 

district). Equal representation has been ensured for the variables like, gender, type of 

service and profession.  To be more precise the sample size is displayed in the table 

below. 

 

Table 4.1: Table representing the size and the categories of sample 

SAMPLE 800 

DISTRICTS 

 

EAST(400) WEST(400) 

Gender Category Total Gender Category Total 

 

 

 

Male  

(200) 

 

Service 

Holder  

(100) 

Government 50  

 

 

Male  

(200) 

 

Service 

Holder  

(100) 

Government 50 

Private 50 Private 50 

 

General  

(100) 

Businessmen 50  

General  

(100) 

Businessmen 50 

Agriculture/ 

household-

workers 

50 

Agriculture/ 

household- 

workers 

50 

 

 

 

Female 

(200) 

 

Service 

Holder 

(100) 

Government 50  

 

 

Female 

(200) 

 

Service 

Holder 

(100) 

Government 50 

Private 50 Private 50 

 

General  

(100) 

Businessmen 50  

General  

(100) 

Businessmen 50 

Agriculture/ 

household-

workers 

50 

Agriculture/ 

household- 

workers 

50 
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4.5. Construction and administration of Tool    

Tools are the instruments employed as means for collecting data. The investigator 

constructed a tool incorporating carefully selected variables to gather information from 

the sample of 800 people consisting of information on three generations. The variables 

were obtained from the studies completed in the field and research articles and text 

books. The statements of the tool were prepared consisting of the variables like 

occupation, income and possessions, size of family, marriage and domicile. The Draft 

was sent to two subject experts on sociology and language expert to avoid possible 

conceptual and grammatical error in the tools. The draft was then finalized after obtaining 

expert opinions and incorporating the suggested corrections. 

4.6. Collection of data 

The data on educational development of Sikkim were collected from the primary and 

secondary sources. Official records of various offices and different educational 

institutions, reports of different committees, published journals, books, articles, gazetteer 

and survey reports etc were used for the collection of data. The data on social mobility 

has been collected from two districts of Sikkim namely East and West District using a 

questionnaire developed by the investigator. The investigator collected information only 

from those who were falling under the above stratified groups. The tool was distributed to 

the service holders (government/private) and self-employed respondents and the 

investigator with the help of 3 other people interviewed the respondents who were 

agricultural-workers and house-wife. Many among these respondents could not give 

correct response related to the income and other possessions of the family but then they 

were very cooperative. Despite all the other practical difficulties in collecting data like 

loss of the questionnaire or misplacement of questionnaire on the part of respondents and 

some incomplete questionnaires the investigator could collect 915 questioners out of a 

total of 1300 in which only 800 were considered for the present research.     
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4.7. Tabulation and Analysis of Data 

The data on educational development were organized in a chronological order to 

understand the developments that has taken place over the period of time. The nature of 

the development of education had two different phases i.e., educational development up 

to 1975 and the educational development from 1976 to 2012. Therefore these different 

phases of educational development have been organized as Pre-Merger Phase and Post-

Merger Phase. The progress of education has been ascertained based on the indicators 

like, literacy rate, size of educational institution, enrollment and number of teachers and 

teacher-pupil ratio, rate of increase/change by employing the following formulae: 

Rate of increase/change =     Present Value – Past Value 

OR 

     Present Value – Past Value 

Rate of increase/change =    ----------------------------------- X 100 

     Past Value     

On the other hand to find out the relation between social mobility and the educational 

attainment of the respondents, the investigator compared the data of all the 7 variables of 

social mobility (occupation, occupational grade, income, size of family, type of marriage, 

domicile and the type of house) with the data on educational attainment. As a first step 

the information’s of the respondents were classified into 3 groups based on their 

educational attainment i.e. low educational attainment (Illiterate and Primary), moderate 

(Secondary and Senior Secondary) and high educational attainments (Graduate and 

above) and then the total number of respondents engaged in different type of occupation 

were converted in to percentage for 3 groups each (job holder, self-employed and 

agriculture/household workers), to establish grade and  the different grade of occupation 

(Grade-I, II, III/IV and unemployed), different level of income; low (income below 

20,000), moderate (21,000-40,000) and high (41,000 and above), different size of family; 

low (below 4 members), medium (5-6 members) and high (7 and above), type of 

marriage (within-caste and inter-caste), domicile (rural and urban) and lastly the type of 

house (katcha, pakka and semi-pakka), it was done generation-wise, district-wise and 

gender-wise.    

 


