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                                     CHAPTER      II 

                 REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE: 

2.0 INTRODUCTION: 

             In the preceding chapters, introduction with theoretical framework 

were discussed and the present chapter focused on review of related literature. It is 

a prerequisite to study relevant literature to understand the problems under study 

and its associated aspects. It helps the researcher to develop the work which has 

already been done by predecessors. It also points out the exiting gaps and 

weaknesses of the topic under study. Literature review not only opens new 

dimensions of the subject along with finding of other researchers, but is also useful 

for the formation of hypothesis for a new research. The purpose of literature 

review is also to justify the research topic. 

                    In the following paragraphs some valuable works and researches of 

academicians and institutions on the topic under study are briefly presented. The 

topic of the present study is, “Child Labour and Their Education with Special 

reference to Nagaon and Dimapur.” The topic is problems of child labour 

particularly, and human rights in the context of education generally have become 

the focus of researchers, academicians and writers only in last few decades. So, 

there is dearth of books and researches on the topic. As far as the topic of child 

labour problems on different aspects is concerned, the unavailability of books and 

research publications were felt extremely. The scarcity of related materials 

compelled the researcher to depend on few research  publications from some 

research journals of national and international, different websites from the internet 

, survey-reports, commentaries and finding of few Ph.D, M.Phill and M. Ed  
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research studies  as well as   various research articles available in different 

universities such as , Gauhati  University, Assam University Silchar University, 

Amio Kumar Das Institute Gauhati, IIBM Gauhati, Grammya    Puthibharal  

Kendra Nagaon,  Zila Puthibharal, Nagaon  and Institute such as  District 

Elementary Education Department  and  Office of the  Sarva Siksha Abhiyan  

Nagaon, Rastrita Madhyamik Siksha Abhijan Gauhati,  State Council  of 

Educational  Research and Training, Kahilipara, Gauhati  etc, 

                            The following review of literature is bifurcated into eight parts. 

The Present condition of child labour up to  sixteen years of age,  their  causes and 

factors responsible for  child  labour, present working conditions of the child  

labour worked in different  working field,  educational status of the child labour, 

problems of education at the special schools during study  and  all governmental 

measures supplied by the Special Schools under the guidelines  of the National 

Child Labour Policy sponsored by the  Ministry of Labour and Employment, 

suggestions of the teachers to raise educational attainment and Opinion of the 

Secretary of NGO for availability of educational  facilities. Literature of different 

books and reports having similar theme has been combined with the research 

articles in the following paragraphs. 

2.1 PRESENT CONDITION OF CHILD LABOUR UPTO 16 YEARS 

OFAGE: 

                   Chernichovsky, D. (1985) studied on “Socio-economic and 

demographic aspects of school enrollment and attendance in rural Batswana” The 

data used for this study was drawn from the multiple indicator Cluster Survey 

(MICS). The objectives of this study were (1) to study the main reasons children 
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were working. (2) to study the children activities by age and gender. From the 

study it showed that proportion of children who work to augment household 

income rises with age. Older children are needed to augment household income 

because they are able to command higher wage between 67% and 79% of children 

reported.  As expected, the proportion is higher for girls than the boys. 15% boys 

and girls (15-17 years) reported they work to support themselves. 

                      Seetharmee, A.S. and U. Devi (1985) studied on “Education in 

Rural areas constraints and prospects in Kenya, Pakistan” and it revealed that 

parents suggested work to augment household income, assist with household 

chores or to support themselves, Despite the ambiguity, the responses indicated  

the strong influence of parents in children’s time allocation, even in the age level  

15-17 years old. Therefore, the parent’s socio-economic status is likely a strong 

determinant of child labour 

                            Browne & Davis, (1989) carried out his study on “Child Labour 

Human Deprivation Linkages and their gender and age determinants.” This study 

was done with data based survey method.  The objectives of the study were (i) to 

study the child labour of different ages and (ii) to study different types of jobs. 

From the study it revealed that the child labour worked below 14 years worked for 

more than twelve hours in a day. From the field work it was observed that certain 

type of works is gender selective. As a result of this, majority of boys (70%) at age 

level 10 -12 years  tend to work more in environment away from parental control 

or in jobs associated with men’s work. 30%  girls at the age level 8 -10 years  on 

the other hand, tend to work in protected environment near the home. From this 

study it also cleared that in case of boys 50% were busy in shoe shining, 30% were 

engaged in weaving and remaining 20% were engaged in street vending. On the 
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other hand, 30%  worked in baking  injera  for sale, 30%  collected and sold fuel 

wood and remaining   20% were engaged in street vending  mostly in food item at 

the age level  8 -10 years. 

                 Patrineos, (1993) conducted the study “On Schooling and Non-

schooling activities of Perivian youth: Indigenous Background, family 

composition and child labour” The study was conducted with multiple Indicator 

cluster survey, (MICS) for the objectives (i) to study working conditions and 

schooling  (ii) to study the age and gender of the study area. Here, the child 

laboures reported their activities. The activities included attending school, 

assisting with household chores, working on the farm, working outside the home. 

The study revealed that many children combined work and school, Over 70% of 

children   in the age group of 12 – 15 years  attend school, about 95% children 

were in the age level 6-14 years. A greater portion of boys work on family farms 

where there were about 42% of boys and about 35% of girls. 

             Kour, Aandeep and Kuldip Kour (2002) studied on “Child 

Labour in India Causes and Implications” with descriptive survey method and the 

objectives of the study were (i) to study the dropout students of different ages (iii) 

to find out the causes of dropout.  The study used descriptive survey method. From 

this it is revealed that an average 20-25 percent aged 7-10 years was not attending 

schools. The result strengthened the observation that due to awareness children get 

enrolled in the schools at ages 7-10 years but eventually they drop out of schools. 

The reason they opined that due to poor education quality and pressure from 

parents to work and sustain family livelihood. The empirical field study results 

also depicted high drop out rates in the ages between 10-14 years. 
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                              Allen, M (2003) studied on “Working Child and Health 

Hazards: A case study.”The study revealed that the hazardous working condition 

in which the child labourers are living and working. The samples were 184 which 

were studied with the survey method.  From this study it revealed that 70 children 

(38 percent) had not experienced any sickness while remaining 62 percent reported 

multiple problems. Most commonly reported general health problem among these 

children included fever (53 percent) followed by headache/stomach problem (47 

percent), cold/cough (37 percent), dysentery (18 percent) and malaria (7 percent). 

The other health problems reported by the children obviously either due to work 

they are involved in or due to the poor hygienic condition at the site. 

                   Jacob, lovely, Dr. Sakar. G. (2005)  conducted study on “The 

child labour and condition of work”  The objective of the study were (i) to study  

the types of work and (ii) to study the manner of their employer .The survey 

method was used.  It revealed from the study that nearly 70% female child 

labourer in industries faced with serious risk to their health and physical 

development because their growing bodies are not as strong as adult workers, from 

this study it is also found that 80% female children worked for 12 hours a day. 

80% girl children were deprived of nutrition because pay to excessive fatigue and 

mostly their work is beyond their energy level. 

               Sing, Dev Nath (2005) conduced survey on “Child Labour in 

Assam and it’s magnitude”. It was found that more than 15000 child labourers 

were engaged in hazardous and non hazardous establishments. However 

subsequently, the employers withdrew the child labourers from the hazardous 

works and during the second survey it was found that more than 4800 in the age 

group of 12 – 14 years of child labourers were engaged in non hazardous 
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establishments. It was also reported that 270 children working in non hazardous 

establishments have been enrolled for non formal education with the help of non 

government organizations in the district of Kamrup and Dhubri and so far amount 

of Rs 55000 has been released from the employers of the non hazardous 

establishments as the cost of education. 

                       Nibeditha , et al (2008) studied  on “Child labour and 

education of parents” with descriptive  survey  method  . The objectives of the 

study were (I) to study about the causes and factors of child labour upto 6- 14 

years of age and showed that children coming from families in dept had 2.78 times 

the risk of having to go to work as compared to other member in the family. The 

children who come from over crowed families had a higher risk of having to go to 

work. Children of mothers who had no formal school education had 1.73 times the 

risk of being sent to work as compared to these of mothers who had formal school 

education. In the rural and urban areas where the study was conducted the living 

conditions were more or less the same and hence, there was no much difference in 

the risks associated with the working status of a child. 

             Jillani (2009) present a situation analysis on “Child labour and 

Education, problems and prospects.” Through his study he pointed out various 

factors behind the rise of child labour in the slum area in Sabhas City, Chandigarh.  

The objectives of the study were (i) to study the working conditions (ii) to study 

the treatment in regard to education of the employers during study. The study was 

data based survey method. The findings of the study were (i) 60% child labourer 

are being exploited or overworked up to 11 hours in a day in hazardous and slave 

like conditions. These children are compelled to work on a regular basis to earn a 

living for them and as a result are disadvantaged educationally and socially.  Their 
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places of work are exploitative and damaging to their physical and mental 

development.  

             Bhargava, Dibya (2009) conducted study on “Child Labour in 

unorganized sector and their working conditions, Uttar Pradesh”.  This study was 

conducted to investigate the working condition and their consequences. The 

finding of the study was that hundred percent children work in almost all aspects 

of brassware production for long hours and low wages and are exposed to health 

hazards. Children remove molten metal from molds furnaces.( apprro x 2000 

degrees Fahrenheit temperature ).80% of the children of the children were also 

observed working in electroplating , polishing and applying chemicals to the 

wares. The constant inhalation of fumes from the furnaces and metal dust leads to 

TB and respiratory problems and eye irritation. While adults used to protective 

glasses.        

              Shandila, Tapan Kumar (2010) studied on “Child Labour  : A 

case study”. In this study survey method was employed using self developed 

questionnaire. The objectives of the study were. (i) to study the causes of child 

labour in hotel establishments ii) to study the demographic characteristics of 

population, iii) to study the working condition and wage structure. A sample of 

184 child labourers working hotels situated in Patna Town. Chi-square test was 

used to find out the factors significantly associated with the level of child labour. 

In religion wise the finding shows that majority 95 percent of the children were 

Hindus. Remaining 5% belonged to Muslim religion. Further, caste wise 

distribution of the same indicated that two thirds (66 percent) of the children 

belonged to other backward caste, where as around a quarter of them (24 percent) 

are scheduled caste. Children belonging to scheduled tribe constituted 7 percent 
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and 4 percent belonged to general caste. Data clearly indicates that it is generally 

the children of the low social group who usually economically poor, are the ones 

who are working as child labourers. Data on age wise distribution indicates that 

the age of the surveyed children ranged between six years to 14 years, where 38 

percent were in the age group of 12-13 years followed by 28 percent in 8-9 years, 

13 to 14 percent were 6-7 years and 10 to 11 years.  There were 7% boys found 14 

years of age. 

                    The analysis of research findings made above reveals on  compulsion 

of the child labour  studying  in the schools to  force  them to work  without 

consideration of age and sex  and it can be resumed that  gender is crucial in 

determining whether a body or a girl is employed and the type of work in which 

they are engaged. Thus female and male child tend to be concentrated in different 

kinds of economic activities irrespective of their age though certain types of work 

are different for them. This is witnessed from the previous resources such as 

Chernichovsky.D (1985),Seetharmee A.S and U.Devi(1985), Broune, and Davis , 

(1989),Kour, Anandip, and Kuldip (2002),Allen, M(2003), Jacob,Lovly, dr Sarker, 

G (2005), Sing , Dev nath (2005), Nivedita, et  al(2008), Jilani, (2009), Bhargav, 

Dibya(2009)  and Sandila, Tapan Kumer (2009). 

 

2.2   FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR CHILD LABOUR: 

           

                        Sing, Avtar (2004) studied “Child labour and informal economy” 

with analytical study on the two objectives (i) to study about the cause of labour 

and (ii) to study income of parents.  From this study it revealed that more than 

50% children were bonded with families to work on farms of land lords to pay off 



76 
 

the debt. There was 40% domestic worker for money lenders till the payment of 

loans. From this it cleared that children worked under bondage are sold for the 

amount of money borrowed in terms of work. 

 Bass, (2004) studied on “A profile of children’s activities” in Kenya. The 

objectives of the study were (i) to study the reasons the children were working. (ii) 

to study the children’s activities by age and gender.  The description survey 

method was used. This study showed that majority of the children contributed to 

the household by assisting with chores. Parents suggested work to augment 

household income assist with household chores, or to support them. Despite the 

ambiguity, the responses indicate the continued strong influence of parents in 

children’s time allocation, even the 15-17 years olds. Therefore, the parent’s socio 

economic status is likely a strong determinant of child labour. From the study it 

also revealed that many children cover work and school. Over 70% of children 

attend school, 95% for children 6-14 years. Between 56 and 84% of the children 

reported  that  they helped with housekeeping chores, girls were most active in the 

household  and about 77%  girls helped in the household compared to 64% of 

boys. 

Pandey, Rituparna Goswami (2007) conducted her studies on “ Child 

Labour – The epidemic needs to end” The objectives of the study were (i) To 

study the factors of child labour (ii) to study the school enrolment and attendance 

of the child labour   The findings revealed that poverty in 80% cases lead to child 

labour. The parents of child labourers were often unemployed or underemployed, 

desperate for secure employment and income. Yet, it is their children – more 

powerless and paid less – who were offered the jobs. The opinion of the parents 

showed that children were employed because they were easier to exploit.  
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Devi, K (2008) Studied on “Child labour among School children in urban 

and rural areas of Pondechary.” The objectives of the study were (i) to determine 

the prevalence of child labour and their economic activity (ii) to study the reasons 

and factors for child labour. The questionnaire and interview schedule were first 

used among 10 students. Here Pre-test and Post-test were conducted. For this chi 

square test and‘t’ test were used. The result revealed that the overall prevalence of 

child labour in the study was 35.5%. The number of student worked in urban area 

was 131 (42.8) and 103 (24.9) respectively. From this  study, the demand of child 

labour in metropolitan and big cities had taken advantage of rural poverty. In rural 

areas a girl child works along with her parents in the field and at home on an 

average 9 hours a day.    

Bhat, Bilal Ahmed, (2009) conducted a study on “Human rights 

perspective and legal framework of child labour with special reference to India” 

This was an empirical study. The objectives of the study were (i) to study 

involvement of parental involvement of education of child labour , (ii)  to study 

about the causes and factors for child labour  and revealed that school attendance 

by a child is highly co-related with family income. Therefore, when children drop 

out school it is not necessarily because of irresponsible parenting. 40% shows the 

fact that it is only families’ financial situation due to large family system and when 

the children leave the school they become potential workers. 

Bajpei, (2010) carried out his studies on “Child Domestic Workers need 

social Justice” and the objectives of the study were (i) to study the factors 

responsible for child labour in domestic category, (ii) to study about the incentives 

provided by the child labour . From this study, it revealed that 70% children in 

domestic works are brought or trafficked from villages to work in large cities. 
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These children in domestic works are the girls, because domestic work is 

considered to be a female responsibility. Among them 60% belong to the 

backward and scheduled caste or tribe. The domestic child  labourers are 100% 

illiterate and have to work for more than 18% in a day.   

                        Sing, Dayanand (2012) carried out the studies on “Child Domestic 

workers need social Justice” and the objectives of the study were (i) to study the 

factors responsible for child labour in domestic category, (ii) to study about the 

incentives provided by the child labour. From this study the findings was that 

children in domestic works are popular with employers because they are docile 

and can be manipulated according to the needs of employers, they can be paid less 

and are less troublesome because of being unaware of and unable to demand their 

rights. Poverty and unemployment of the parents, death of the parents, lack of 

educational institutions in the vicinity, lack of parental and economical will to 

recognize child right’s and economic failure through natural calamities and 

displacement are the causes of child domestic workers.     

           The analysis of research findings made above reveals  the  urgent 

need of the child  labour  for economic support  for their subsistence to help the 

family members  or  self due to poor economic condition  and  it can be resumed  

that  children at their early age are expected to be in school and other constructive 

activities like playing with their peers groups .But they are forced to take up 

responsibilities at their early age because of pressures from their parents or other 

individuals or their own respective living situations and enter into the labour 

market voluntarily or involuntarily to meet their personal needs or family 

subsistence. The different previous studies reflects the  fact  and supports the 

factors for involvement of child labour , These are  such as Sing ,Avtar (2004), 
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Bass, (2004), Pandey Rituparna .Goswami(2007),Devi,K (2008), Bhat Bital 

Ahmed (2009) and  Bajpei(2010) and Sing, Dayanand (2012). 

 

2.3 PRESENT WORKING CONDITION OF CHILD LABOUR: 

             

                      Cockburn,(1999) conducted the study on “ The incidence and 

Nature of the Child Labour’’in Ethiopia. The objectives of the study were to know 

the incidence of the child labourers and their nature of work. From this study the 

incidence and nature of work of the child labourers are not well appreciated in 

Ethiopia. Here, it revealed that the nature of the problem is incomplete and 

insufficient. However it is simply that a large number of underage children are 

occupied in economic activities, often deprived of any form of education and other 

ingredients necessary for their proper growth. A large number of the Ethiopian 

children find themselves as victims of famine, disease, poverty, civil war, family 

displacement and social instability, all of which are contributing factors for a high 

incidence of child labour. 

                          Mayers , (2001) studied on “Early Prediction and Prevention of 

Child Abuse” From the analysis,  it revealed that both the advantages and 

disadvantages associated with the present work site. From this it was clear that 

only 30% of the children confirmed that they would like to change their job, but 

majority 70% thought they would be continuing with the same job. These children 

who had the desire to change wanted to earn more money. Here, 32%  had  the 

desire to earn more money while 36 % desired to get  secured  job and 11%  of the 

children also mentioned that they would shift to a  job where it would be 

comfortable to work. 
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            Admassie , (2002) studied “Child labour and their income.” From 

the study, data were elicited from the respondents on their working pattern in 

terms of the number of hours and days they worked in a week. As the data 

indicated 90% child labourers were working for all the seven days in a week. 

Another 8% were working 6 days in a week. Data on length of hours they worked 

in a day show that obviously the children were working for long 8 hours of work. 

On the other hand about 4 out of 10 children were working in more than 15 hours 

of work daily. Apparently, the data does indicate that the children were working 

about all the days of the week as only 10 percent of them required leave once a 

week. This clearly indicated that the surveyed child labourers were over utilized 

and made to work for long hours much against the standard working norms. 

 Bass, (2004) studied on “A profile of children’s activities” in Kenya. The 

objectives of the study were (i) to study the reasons the children were working. (ii) 

to study the children’s activities by age and gender.  The description survey 

method was used. This study showed that majority of the children contributed to 

the household by assisting with chores. Parents suggested work to augment 

household income assist with household chores, or to support them. Despite the 

ambiguity, the responses indicate the continued strong influence of parents in 

children’s time allocation, even the 15-17 years olds. Therefore, the parent’s socio 

economic status is likely a strong determinant of child labour. From the study it 

also revealed that many children cover work and school. Over 70% of children 

attend school, 95% for children 6-14 years. Between 56 and 84% of the children 

reported  that  they helped with housekeeping chores, girls were most active in the 

household  and about 77%  girls helped in the household compared to 64% of 

boys. 
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           Rahman, Azizur (2004) studied “Incentives of teachers and 

education of working child labourers in the North East”. The objectives of the 

study were (i) to know the educational problems of child labourers who are 

enrolled in special schools in North East (ii) to study incentives offered to the 

teachers appointed in schools. For the study the descriptive survey method was 

used with self developed questionnaire. From this study it revealed that stagnation 

was found major problems in special schools. Stagnation was found among 

87.50% child labourers. Some institute suffers badly financially and as a result 

22% of the schools of the North East could not get salary regularly. The teachers 

of these schools used to get salary after a gap of 4-5 months. Some state 

governments are indifferent to help the child labourers. It was indicated that 67% 

special schools had no grant from respective state govt. 22% of the schools were 

deprived of central govt. insentience and from voluntary organization.   

 Sharma ,Umesh (2005) conducted his study on “Health and Nutritional 

Status : Tea garden of Assam.” The study was conducted to study the health 

problems and nutritional status among tea garden population of Assam. For this 

study community – based cross sectional survey was used in eight randomly 

selected tea gardens of Dibrugarh District of Assam. Besides, Socio- demographic 

and behavioral characteristics of participants were recorded. Simple statistics and 

Chi square test was applied. From this it revealed that out of 4016 participants, 

1863 were male and 2153 were female .They were mostly illiterate, and nearly 

52.9% of adults were manual workers in the garden. Alcohol and oral tobacco use 

were common. Prevalence of underweight   among children was 50.9%and 

thinness among adult was 69.9%. Anemia was widespread. Worm infection was 

65.4%, skin problem, respiratory infections including tuberculosis, filariasis were 
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present in a significant way. Therefore, health status of the population can be 

ameliorated through better hygienic practices, nutritional intervention and overall 

improvement of socio- economic conditions of the population.  

                        Dash, Devendra Nath (2005) studied on “Child Labour, A 

Picarious Future” to study the monthly income earned by the child labourers. The 

objectives of the study were (i) to study monthly income earned by the children (2) 

to study the relaxation of child labourers during work. From this study, it revealed 

that the average income earned per month is only around Rs. 309. The amount 

varied anywhere between Rs. 300 and Rs. 900.  12% of children earned income 

between Rs. 500 to Rs. 900. The amount mentioned is obliviously much less than 

what is set for minimum daily wage. Given the situation and the long working 

hours attempt was also made to understand from the child labourers what they did 

in the leisure time if available. Under study 6 out 10 child labourers mentioned 

that they chatted with their friends, 13 percent mentioned that they went out to 

play outdoor games, while another 14 percent mentioned that they utilized the time 

in sleeping. Only 50 percent of the children had the facility of watching television. 

                    Kumari, Kumkum (2005) carried out studies “Comparative 

Nutritional Status of School going child labourers among different age groups”. 

This study was conducted to assess comparatively, the nutritional status of school 

going child labourers falling under different income groups and targeted in the age 

group of 6-11 years. There were 700 children (444 boys and 256 girls) were taken. 

Nutritional status was assessed on the  basis on clinical systems of nutritional 

deficiencies using the proforma given by Jelliffe (1966) based on hair, face, eyes, 

lips, tongue, teeth, gums, nails and skin as well as common infection where found 

were also taken into consideration. The result showed daily intake of calories, 
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protein, vitamin A and iron fell short in most of the children. The intake of 

calories, protein, vitamin A and iron was greatly reduced in both sexes in low and 

middle income group. 

               PANDEY, RITUPARNA (2007) studied “Domestic child labour and 

child trafficking”  This study was undertaken to investigate trafficking girl child  

labour and their condition during their work. The objectives are (i) to study the 

nature of work, (ii) to study the community they belong to   (iii) to study the 

remuneration and (iv) to study the treatment of the employers. The survey method 

was used to find the result. the result revealed that 70% child labourers were 

brought and trafficked from villages to work in large cities. Among these nearly 

50% are girls and all belonged to the backward, scheduled caste and scheduled 

tribe. Because  domestic work is considered to be a female responsibility. 20% of 

them did not get any remuneration in some cases. Most of them were illiterate and 

had to work more than 18 hours a day. Even then they could not finish the work 

and were scolded by their master. They were deprived of their self identity and self 

hood. They also lost their parental nurture and guidance. As they were deprived of 

their right to education, they were deprived to discover their potentials, develop 

talents and unprepared to face the challenges of life ahead. 

GOSWAMI  RITUUPARNA, (2010) carried out study  on “Domestic Child Labour and 

Child Trafficking”. This study was undertaken to investigate trafficking girl child 

labour and their condition during their work. The objectives of the study were (i) 

to know the educational problems of child labourers   enrolled in special schools of 

the North East. (ii) to know the educational program in special schools. (iii) to 

study the future prospects need to be developed in the North East for the 

development of child labour. For this study the researcher followed the sample 
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survey along with self developed questionnaire and interview schedule. The study 

covered 9 special schools from 5 states of the North East. This study revealed that 

out of 9 special schools seven had no residential facilities. It means that 78% of the 

institutes were looking residential facilities for students, 33% of the institute had 

no permanent site and building of their own, 11% institute had no sanitation 

facility and water supply, 16.64% had no students common room and library 

facilities. 

  Tezpreet Kang, Chawla Astia (2013) conducted their studies on 

“Mental Health:  A study of rural child labourers. This study was conducted to 

study the mental health of rural child labourers of boys and girls. The sample for 

this study consisted of 100 rural child  labourers equally distributed over the sexes 

(50 boys and 50 girls). The age range was from 10-14 years. Socio economic 

status scale by Bhardwaj (2001) was used. The findings of the study revealed that 

there is no significant differences existed between mental health status of child 

labourers of boys and girls. The critical look at this study shows that more 

members of girls (46%) were having good mental health status as compared to 

boys (40%). It also inferred that girls were mentally healthier than boys as they 

have more patience, to work and were better adjusted than boys.  

        The analysis of research findings made above reveals the working 

condition of the child labour which was not suit to their immature mind and health 

and it can be resumed that children are immature and unable to care for 

themselves, therefore, by their every nature need special attention and care. To 

realize their full development they seek emotional, social as well as economic 

assistance of others. However due to abject poverty they could not get the 

expected support from other adults. As a result of this they bought up not by 
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getting the necessary things or their development but by the mercy of nature or 

their chance. To strength this it is safe to say that since their early age, children are 

assigned to perform several tasks in different hazardous working conditions  that 

witnessed  from the previous researches such as Cockburn (1999), Mayers (2001) 

Admassie 2002), Bass,(2004),Rahman, Ajizur (2004),Sharma, Umesh (2005),Das, 

Devendra Nath (2005), Kumari, Kumkum (2005), Pandey, Rituprna (2007), 

Goswami, Rituparna Pandey (2010),Tajpreet Kour and Chawla, Astria (2013).  

 

2.4 STAUS OF EDUCATION OF  CHILD LABOUR AT SCHOOLS: 

                  

                        Sayed,K, A (1991) “studied on child labour : Socio Economic 

consequences” Kenya with multivariate analysis. The objectives of the study were 

(i) To study the impact child labour or educational attainment. (ii) To study the 

initiatives of schools to continue education of child labourers. The findings of the 

study cleared that 40% children were continuing school combined with work 

incase of boys as compared to girls where 40% also attended school. This study 

also presented that about 10% of urban girls were working and attending school 

exclusively compared to less than 2% of the boys. 

        Dr Mishra. L. (2000) conducted a study on “Child labour and 

vocational education, A case study” The objectives of the study were (i) to study 

educational status of the child labourer with their age level and (ii) to study skill 

oriented education of the child labours.  It is revealed from the study that in most 

of the schools there was a content based education but there were no provision of 

vocational education. It was also observed that the child  labourers studied in class 

III to VI had to work without skills of work. 
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                      Chemichuisky, D. (2003) conducted his study on “Socio-economic 

and Demographic aspects of school Enrolment” with multivariate analysis to study 

about work and education of child labourers. From this study it revealed that work 

and education are not mutually exclusive; about 45% of children combined work 

and school. Only about 5% reported working without attending school. The 

educational outcome suffered and likelihood of their dropping out of school is very 

high.  

                        Edmonds E, Turk C (2003)  carried out study on “Child labour 

among school children” This study revealed that work and school are not mutually 

exclusive activities, therefore, in this study the objectives were (i) To study school 

and work participation by the number of years of schooling of the head of 

household.  For this descriptive statistics was used with multivariate analysis. The 

analysis revealed that work and analysis are not mutually exclusive, about 45% of 

children combined work and school. Only about 5% reported that they were 

working without attending school. The government of India acknowledges that, 

despite eliminating school fees, about 1 million children are still out of school and 

pressure for children to supplement household income remains high. This study 

suggested to the policy makers as they develop curriculum and schedule school 

times to accommodate these children.  

       Senapaty, H.K. (2004) studied on “Child labour and their education, 

problems and prospects.”Objectives were (i) to study the education level (ii) to 

study the background characteristics of the family of the child labourers. The 

sample study was 184 and survey method was employed.  From the analysis it 

showed that almost three out of four (78 percent) could not even read and write. 

Only 22 percent of them could read and write. Further proving was done from 
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these children to understand the class up to which they had studied. Apparently, 

the percentage of children decreases with the increase in the level of schooling. 

Little more than half of the children (55 percent) had studied up to class II, 30 

percent had reporting of class III to IV, while only 10 and 5 percent had studied up 

to class V, VI and above level of education. The reasons for both discontinuing 

and / or never attending school are collected from the surveyed children. The most 

common reason cited by the children includes “financial constraints” of the family 

(63 percent) that prevented them from attending school, 32 percent child labourers 

disliked studies and hence, they did not go to any schools. Other reason from this 

study was due to teacher was very rude, 16 percent due to long distance of school. 

Thus, to a large extent it is the family background which inspires the child from 

attending school. 

                     Singha, prof. S.K. Jayaswal M (2007) studied on “Parental support 

and academic achievement in tribal child labour of Jharkhand”. This study was 

done on involvement of parent for academic achievement specially on attitude, 

expectation, aspiration, interest, behavior and involvement with a view to improve 

children’s educational success. Here, multi stage sampling procedure was used 

both for parents and child labourers studied at school. Tools were personal data 

questionnaire with 5 point Likert type scale. The objectives of the study were, (i) 

to study about attitude of the child labour towards their education, (ii) to know the 

parental support of child labour in the context of education. From the study it 

revealed that parental involvement of both at home and at school is correlated 

positively to the educational level of the child labourers. Parental support help 

children to have a clear feedback about their progress but the parental support 

should be appropriate to their age and grade levels. 
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                  Bhat Bilal Ahmed  (2011) studied on “Human Rights Perspective and 

Legal Frame work of Child  Labour With Special Reference  to India”  The 

objectives of the study were, (i)  to study  about  language problems of the child 

labour  for improvement of education . The method was survey method and it 

revealed that the recent result that repetition and dropout rates have decreased and 

the rates of promotion have increased. Girls have shown significant performance 

improvements over time. Academic achievement has increased, and in some cases 

students in bilingual schools out perform students in monolingual Spanish schools. 

And very important, proficiency in Spanish is often better in the bilingual schools. 

Parent’s attitudes towards bilingual schooling are very favorable but positively 

related to their children’s performance in Spanish.   

The analysis of research findings made above reveals the incomplete, poor 

performance in education and development of negative attitude to education of 

child labour and it can be resumed that schooling helps the child to grow 

cognitively, socially and emotionally, but it is often seriously endangered by child 

labour who are studying in the special schools. Child labour affects the school 

participation of children since both work and schooling need much of the 

children’s time. Children cannot be at two places simultaneously. They either 

abandon school or show poor performance. This is reflected   from the previous 

research such as Syed,K,A(1991),Dr. Mishra,L(2000), Chemichuisky,D.(2003), 

Edmonds, E Turk C (2003), Senapaty, S K (2004), Sinha , Prof S  K Jayswal M 

(2007) and Bhat, Bital Ahmed (2011). 

 

 



89 
 

 

2.5     PROBLEMS OF EDUCATION OF CHILD LABOUR   AT SCHOOL 

           

                          Alinder.R.M (2004)  conducted the study on “Problems and 

Prospects of Education For the child Labour in the North East” This study 

followed the sample survey  with self developed questionnaire and interview  to 

investigate the educational problems and existing facilities related to child labour 

.The objectives of the study were  (i) to know the educational problems  of the 

child labourers  who are enrolled in special schools of the North East.(ii) To know 

the educational programmes in North East.(iii) to study the future prospects needs 

to be developed in the North East for the development of child labour. The 

findings of the study revealed that out of nine special schools seven had no 

residential facilities. It means that 78% of the institutes were lacking residential 

facilities for the child labour.33% of the institute had no permanent seat and 

buildings of their own, 11% institute had no sanitation facility and water supply, 

66.64% schools had no student’s common room and reading writing facilities. 

Dr. G. K (2010) carried out his studies on “The Nowhere Children : a 

study of daily practice and hidden concerns , a study of education and child  in 

Pondicherry , India”The objectives of the study were (i) to determine the 

prevalence of child labour among school children  in the rural and urban areas of  

Pondicherry  and (ii) to  study the  facilities available at the special schools  etc.  

The finding from this study were (i)80% child labourers told that the quality and 

quantity of the mid – day meal s being provided to the child labour students  below 

the accepted standard . 80% child labour students were of the view that they were 
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trained up with very limited raw materials  to prepare any kind of craft work 

.Therefore, they not satisfied at schools.   

G, Madhusmita,  (2011) studied “ Study of the Child Labour Among 

School Children”  Dibrugarh  District ,A case study.  This study was followed by 

survey method with case study . The objective of the study were  (i) to study the 

factors contributed to child labour and (ii) To understand the  problems of 

education .From this study the  one of the  case  informed to the researcher that 

some teachers could not understand his problems. The teachers treated the   child 

labour students as equal as other children. Especially their mathematics teachers 

always banded him from class and always punished   him. When the child labour 

student failed to do his task he did not understand him though he told the entire 

problem to his teachers. Therefore, education for him was become boring. The 

teacher always ordered him to bring his parents. Through time his father became 

less interested and finally he sacrificed his education.  

Mathur , Siv Chandra (2012), carried out studies on  “Public Health in 

Rajasthan” published by State Institute of health and Family welfare. His study 

was done with experimental method with his objectives (i) to study about the 

factors for prevalence of child labour and (ii) to study about the available facilities 

provided to the child labour.  For this questionnaire and interview scheduled were 

used with chi square method for testing. The finding from the study were (i) 90% 

of the child labour in rural areas  

And 80.8% in urban areas said low income was the main reason for them to go to 

work. Overall 78.6% enjoyed a health facility like a health center or hospitals for 

any complaints. About 75.9% of the rural child labourers reported that their 



91 
 

employers scolded them at the work place. This study showed that in both the rural 

and urban areas working children spent less time studying as compared to non 

working counterparts. 

The analysis of research findings made above reveals the unsatisfactory condition 

for schooling of the child labour for their education combined with work and it can 

be resumed that the change of education system, lack of proper guidance of 

teachers and parents, lack of facilities of reading and writing materials, 

infrastructural facilities, lack of teachers are the contributory factors which expose 

the children for labor market and exploitation. The previous study shows this fact. 

These are Alider, R. M (2004), Dr G.K  (2010), G, Madhusmita (2011) and  

Mathur , Siv Chandra ( 2012) 

 

2.6 GOVERNMENTAL MEASURES IN REGARDS TO EDUCATIONAL 

FACILITIES PROVIDED FOR THE CHILD LABOUR BY THE NON-

GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION UNDER NATIONAL CHILD 

LABOUR POLICY. 

  

                            Barua, Boby (2003) conducted her study on “ A study of Socio 

Economic Profiles of Child Labour of greater Gauhati of Kamrup District of 

Assam” . This study was generally based on data 200 samples which consist of 

both literate and illiterate children. The objectives of the study were (i) to study the 

community of the child labour working in different field (ii) to study about child 

labour about their age, family background, education and religion. An interview 

schedule was developed which contains all information regarding the respondent’s 
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personal identification such as name, age, family background, religion, education 

etc and personally met the child labourers. The findings from this study revealed 

that almost equal number of respondents ( rural 51.% and urban 48% ) were from 

rural and urban areas. Category wise maximum number of domestic helpers and 

rag pickers were from rural whereas in case of other three categories maximum 

numbers were from urban areas. Regarding the age of the children they were 

necessarily from the age group ranging from 9 years to 14 years. There were 

94.5% respondents belonged to the nuclear families whereas only 5.5% belonged 

to joined families.  As for the family income this study revealed that majority of 

the respondents had monthly income of about Rs 500. Here, it also shows that 48% 

were found to be Hindu and rest 51.5% were from Muslim community.       

Chirles, Kiroka (2004) studied on “National child labour project and 

special school programme.” Karapur District, Orissa, a case study. For this study 

case study research design (Merrian, 1988) was employed. The  objectives of the 

study were that (i) to study the incidence of the study area,(ii) to study the factors 

responsible for child labour, (iii) to make an in depth  study of each factor 

responsible for child  laobur through case study and  (iv)  To study the provisions 

,particularly  educational provisions  under National Child Labour Project for the 

elimination of Child Labour. The findings of the study were that (i) poverty was 

the main factor which forces a child to be a labourer and deprives most of the basic 

human rights. (ii) The vocational education being imparted in Special Schools for 

child labour seems to be weak. There are vocational teachers but without any 

infrastructure. (iii) The special schools for child labour are not provided with 

adequate teaching - learning materials and furniture.    
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Sharma, Umesh (2006) studied on “School Enrollment in special schools 

for child labour , Jayanagar”.  The objectives of the study were (i) to study the 

factors responsible for child labour amongst vulnerable groups such as girl’s and 

children belonging to SC and ST children, (ii) to study the quality of the teachers. 

For the study case study method was employed. From this analysis the findings in 

case of boys were no SC, 26% ST and 03% OBC. In case of girls, there was 1%, 

18%, and 2% studied in the special schools. The findings of the study were such 

that there were three teachers including one vocational teacher in the school. All 

the three teachers possess 6 years of teaching experiences in the system.  

      Shastri, Monuj (2007) conducted a study on “Role perception of 

tribal teachers at special schools.” In this study the main purpose is to know 

teachers views regarding their profession. Thus objectives of the study were (i) to 

know the importance of training for the teachers, (ii) to analyses the status of 

teaching as a profession at the child  labour  schools. (iii) To understand the 

student teacher relationships and teaching methods of primary schools. For this 

study questionnaire, interview, field studies were followed. Samples were 62 

teachers from 5 schools. From this study it revealed that out of 62 teachers 38 

(61.27 percent) teachers need training in teaching. Again most of the teachers 61 

(98.38 percent) considered students as their own children. Out of 62 teachers 60 

(96.77) teachers responded in favour of teaching methods positively 91.93 (57) 

agreed that teaching is a respected profession undergone training in pedagogy. The 

vocational teacher however is reported to be trained in tailoring.     

           Gayan, Anupama (2009) conducted her study on “Socio- Economic and 

Educational profile of child Labourers ” A case study of  Nagaon  District of 

Assam. The objectives of the study were (i) to study the working condition of the 
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child, (ii) To study the problem of the in pursuing education and (iii) To study the 

Governmental measures for minimization of the child labourers. The method was 

the survey method. The findings of the study were that there were 73.3% from 

rural background while 26.7% are from the urban background. The wage rate of 

child labourers was very low. Maximum child  labourers  got  Rs 200 -300  per 

month .From this study it was also found that Government of India  formulated a 

strategic plan for child’s welfare in the priority areas of health education, nutrition,  

pure  and safe  drinking water sanitation and universalization  of effective access 

to at least primary level schooling , special emphasis as girls  education including 

health and nutrition, up gradation of home based skills, mid - day meals scheme 

expansion of early child hood development activities including low cost family  

based involvements are some of the important actions envisaged but all these 

facilities are not achieved fully. Therefore, these are in adequate in all the schools 

where the child labourers studied.  

              Das, Arbind (2013) studied (Child Labour Schools, incentives and 

education, West Bangal. His study was purely survey study and objectives of his 

study were (i) to study provisions of education provided by the Government for 

Special Schools of Child Labour (ii) to study the facilities which the child 

labourers enjoyed. From this data based survey it was revealed that 80% schools 

had no facilities of physical infrastructure. It appeared poor.  The same no. of 

schools was without any ventilation, light, toilets and drinking water facilities. 

Nearly, 70% special schools had no sitting arrangement for the students due to 

lack of furniture for both of the teachers and students child labourers. 

            Bhtacatharya, Uttam Kumer (2012) carried out study  on “ Educational 

Provision under NCLP in West Bengal”.Case study research designed (Merrian , 
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1988) was employed in carrying out the case study. The sample for the study 

consisted of (i) child workers representing the major variables such as sex ( boys 

and girls ) case/tribe (SC and ST),(ii) Parens of Child Workers. The tools of 

Qualitative research such as, semistructured interviews, observation documentary 

analysis were employed to collect data from multiple sources. It was revealed from 

this study that the special school program lack sustainability. It is seen that most of 

the children, did not complete their   education. After completion of class I and II 

they reverted back to work situations.It was disheartening to note that all the four 

daughters of Balak Khora, including Chandrama Khora ( a case study of Chandra 

Khora) who have had their primary education under the Program subsequently 

discontinued to pursue their education  and now engaged in hazardous works. 

The analysis of research findings made above reveals that there was 

Government initiatives taken for child labour to a certain extent to withdraw them 

from labour market   and it can be resumed that the Government initiated several 

actions –oriented program to withdraw children from work and prevent them from 

earning in labour market again. The most significant steps in this direction were 

the adoption of National Policy on Child Labour which provides some facilities in 

the context of education. Proper implementation of these  provision has been 

studied through the research studies such as Bordan, Boby (2003), Chirless, 

Kiroka(2004), Sharma, Umesh ( 2006), Shastri , Monoj( 2007), Gayan, 

Anupama(2009) , Das, Arbind (2013) and Bhattacharya Uttam Kumer (2013).  
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2.7 SUGGESTIONS OF THE TEACHERS TO RAISE EDUCATIONAL 

ATTAINMENT OF THE CHILD LABOUR :   

 

Bura and Bajpei (2006) studied on “   Child Labour in West Bengal”. The 

objectives of the study were (i)  to make an in-depth study of each factor 

responsible for child labour  and suggest measures to motivate them,  (ii) to study 

the provisions , particularly the educational provisions under the National Child 

Labour Project for elimination of child labour .The finding s from this study were 

(i) the curriculum designers should put more emphasis on 3R’s (Reading, Writings 

and Arithmetic);(ii)  It should expect attainment of competencies from the child 

labourers at par with formal school children and (ii) should provide more emphasis 

on vocational education . 

Desai, (2008) conducted his study on “Attendance of child labour at special 

schools under National Child Labour Project, Jayanagar” and the objectives of the 

study were (i) to study the provisions, particularly educational provisions, (ii) to 

make an in-depth study of each factor responsible for child labour through case 

study, and suggest measures to motivate children and their parents against child 

labour. From this study it was found that 70% teachers were of the view that 

vocational education imparted to the special schools seemed to be weak. 

Therefore, the vocational teacher with infrastructural facilities should be 

improved. 60% teachers also viewed that the special schools for child labour 

should provide with adequate teaching and learning materials and furniture. They 

suggested (i) the teachers should show positive attitude towards various policies 

and programmes for the elimination of child labour. (ii) The teacher - educator 
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should organize drama, debate, essay competitions reflecting various issues of 

child labour to create awareness among them.  

 Bara, Daisy(2013), carried out her study on “Socio – Economic Problems of 

Child Labour and their Education, Gauhati”.This study was based on Descriptive 

data- based research. Objectives of her study were (i) to study the factors 

responsible for child labour (ii) to study the educational problems of child labour 

at schools. It was revealed from the self developed questionnaire that 80% teachers 

of the special schools viewed that most of the teachers were having only HSLC 

(High School Leaving Certificate Examination) passed. They were of the view that 

the teachers should be trained up in any of the vocational training. Based on the 

results of the study the teacher’s suggestions were found that the special school for 

child labour be made residential with a strong component of vocational education. 

Vocational education should form an integral part of special schools program. 

The analysis of research findings made above reveals  the fact of  different 

aspects of  necessary  provisions other than  teaching learning facilities  which  can 

be resumed that educational attainment of the child labour in special schools is 

utmost important. Keeping view of this matter some of the opinion of the teachers 

appointed in special schools opined very important suggestions on some 

immediate needs of the child labour and special schools where they studied. These 

suggestions are reflected in research studies conducted by Bura, Bajpei (2006) , 

Desai (2008) and Bara , Daisy (201 
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2.8  OPINION  OF THE SECRETARY (OS) OF THE NGO IN REGARDS 

TO THE EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES PROVIDED FOR EDUCATION 

OF CHILD LABOUR UNDER NATIONAL CHILD LABOUR POLICYIN 

NAGAON AND DIMAPUR DISTRICTS. 

  Swaminathan, (2010), carried out his study on “Educational provisions of child 

labour schools in Karapur District under the National Child Labour Policy”. The 

objectives of the study were (i) to bring the child labourers into the mainstream of 

education through the special schools. (ii) to generate awareness   against the 

phenomenon of child labour The representative samples were 20 taken mostly 

from child labour concentrated area .The findings of the study were   (i) the sports 

and cultural programmes were organized in schools, (ii) the free school uniforms 

were not distributed, (iii) stale food instead of nutrition were supplied, (iv) 

facilities of free health checkup was maintained.   

       Bhtacatharya, Uttam Kumer (2012) carried out study on “Educational 

Provision under NCLP in West Bengal”.Case study research designed (Merrian , 

1988) was employed in carrying out the case study. The sample for the study 

consisted of (i) child workers representing the major variables such as sex ( boys 

and girls ) case/tribe (SC and ST),(ii) parents of Child Workers . The tools of 

Qualitative research such as, semi structured interviews, observation documentary 

analysis were employed to collect data from multiple sources. From this study it 

was cleared from a stakeholder that there was provision of regular monitoring and 

supervision of special schools by the Project Director, NCLP and Karaput and the 

Field Officers were appointed for the purpose. Besides, the schools are supervised 

by the members of the respective monitoring committee in regular intervals by the 

monitoring Committee.  
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The analysis of research findings made above reveals some facts of 

existing provision of educational measures that can be resumed. Some of the 

educational measures are provided by the locale NGO under the guidelines of the 

National Child Labour Policy to the locally established special schools of the study 

areas. The study about the allocation and distribution of these educational 

measures are reflected in the studies conducted by Swaminathan, (2010) and 

Bhatta charya, Uttam Kumer (2013). 

  

   

 

 


