
iii  

 

DECLARATION BY THE RESEARCHER 

 
 
 
 
 

SWAMI DIVYAGUNANANDA Date: 01/12/2016 

Ramakrishna Mission Sikshanamandira 

Belur Math, Howrah, 

West Bengal  711202. 
 
 

DECLARATION 
 
 

 

I, Swami Divyagunananda, bearing Registration No. Ph.D/2533/14 dated 

18.09.14, do hereby declare that the subject matter of this thesis entitled 

  

is the record of work done by me and that the contents of this thesis or any part 

thereof has not been previously submitted by me or anybody in this University 

or any other University for the award of any degree, diploma, title or 

recognition. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

(SWAMI DIVYAGUNANANDA) 



iv  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

 
A research at doctoral level must be a long arduous process that demands 

unswerving motivation to put the best effort and in doing so the researcher owes for 

support, direct or indirect, to people from different walks of life. This is an 

opportunity to acknowledge the contribution of all persons concerned without whom 

this assignment would not have been completed. 

At the outset I would like to convey my deepest gratitude to my supervisor 

Professor N. B. Biswas who not only guided me in this investigation but has been 

always a source of inspiration to me for looking at things in a new light. His support 

both in formal as well as informal way in my academic persuasion is literally 

unmatched. I dare not to return for his contribution in my academic life at 

philosophical level; however, I remember him with bottomless reverence for his 

contribution towards this research and pray to God for his remaining in good health 

always. 

Reverentially I remember the incessant inspiration of Revered Srimat Swami 

Suhitanandaji Maharaj, the General Secretary of the Ramakrishna Math & 

Ramakrishna Mission for completing this study at the earliest. I offer my devoted 

continue to inspire me and others in the coming days also. 

I respectfully remember all sorts of concern and cooperation bestowed by 

Srimat Swami Divyanandaji Maharaj, Secretary of the Ramakrishna Misssion 

Saradapitha as well as Sikshanamandira, where at present I am assigned to. I offer my 

pranams at his feet also. My sincere gratitude will always remain inexpressibly owed 

for Swami Tattwasaranandaji, Principal, Ramakrishna Mission Sikshanamandira. 

Actually it is due to 

direction and assistance in all means the final submission of the thesis is possible. All 

the Secretaries and Monks of all the centres of the Ramakrishna Mission and Monks 

of Belur Math and Ramakrishna Mission Saradapitha, specially Respected Swami 

Shastrajnanandaji, Vedatitanandaji, Gunakaranandaji, Ishavratanandaji, 

Bhavamayanandaji, Chandikeshanandaji and Shaktisthanandaji for their always 



v  

encouraging me in a kindly way. I also cordially remember the assistance of 

Brahmacharins Sarveshachaitanya and Suhas of our college for their kind assistance 

whenever it has been sought for. I, also, am extremely grateful to all the staff, 

students, volunteers and members of all the centres of the Ramakrishna Mission 

whoso ever has helped me to carry out the task. 

I take this opportunity to offer my pranams to Revered Satyasthanandaji 

Maharaj, Secretary, Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama Silchar, Respected Swami 

Vaikunthanandaji Maharaj, Punya Mahraj, Shankar Maharaj, Debashish Maharaj and 

my regards to all other Monks, staff and volunteers of Silchar Ashrama, who received 

me so cordially during my stay at Silchar during different phases of pursuing this 

research project that I never had to have it in my mind that I have not been at home 

i.e. Belur Math. 

 
I remain thankful to all my respected teachers at Sikshanamandira, and 

colleagues namely Prof. Ajoy Ghosh, Siharan Chakraborty, Superintendent of the 

Sikshanamandira Hostel for their extending all possible help in actualizing this study. 

I also remain thankful to Professor Kamal Krishna De of our College for their 

extending valuable guidance to me. I owe much to the students and members of 

Vivekananda Study Circle of our college for their effort and assistance. I wish all of 

them prosperity at physical, mental and spiritual levels in the years to come. 

I gratefully remember the assistance extended whenever required by Sri 

Pradita Roy Chowdhury, Goutam Mukhopadhyay, Gurupada Purkait, Jayanta Naskar, 

Achintya Hati, Sandipan Pandit, Abhijit Chakraboty, Abhijit Maity, Pradyum Ram, 

Banshilal Dhanuk, Puspa Kanta Konar, Lalchand Ojha and all other staff of the 

College. 

With great reverence I wish to put on record my indebtedness to teachers of 

the School of Educational Sciences, Assam University and specially Dr. Nityanand 

Pandy, Head, Department of Education, Dr. G. Bagchi, Dr. R Balakrishnan, Dr. Sima 

Pal, Dr. Swapan Kumar Dutta, Dr. Bijaya Kumar Behera of Dept. of Sociology, Dr. 

Prajit Palit, of Dept. of History. 



vi  

I remain grateful to Professor Bhagirathi Biswas of Sanskrit Department, 

Assam University for her nourishing motivation for the work undertaken. I also 

acknowledge the support extended to me by Sri Anindya Kumar Chattopadhyay, ADI, 

Bongaon, West Bengal. There may remain some whom I could not mention just at 

present, but I thankfully acknowledge my indebtedness to them also. 

It fills me with immense joy, serenity and spiritual elevation to dedicate this 

which according to Swami Vivekananda is nothing other than the extended existence 

of Sri Ramakrishna. I offer my sashtanga pranama before the Sangha-rupa-Sri 

Ramakrishna. 

All Glory to Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sri Ma and Swami Vivekananda. 
 
 

 
01.12.2016 SWAMI DIVYAGUNANANDA 



vii  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



viii  

CONTENTS  
 

Page 
 

Chapter 1: Emergence of the Study ............................................................................ 1 

 Introduction 1 

 Education in India- Past and Present ............................................................. 2 

 Education in India: Past ...................................................................... 2 

 Education in Medieval India ............................................................... 2 

 Education in India: Colonial Period .................................................... 3 

 Modern Education- From Theology to Sciences ........................................... 3 

 The Present Educational Scheme of Ramakrishna Mission ........................... 4 

 Ramakrishna Mission: Service to the Humanity- A Brief Profile................... 5 

 Ramakrishna Mission and a Model of Education ........................................ 15 

 Swami  Plan .............................................................. 16 

 Man Making Education .................................................................... 17 

 Harmonious Development ................................................................ 17 

 National Integration .......................................................................... 18 

 Variety of Institutions ................................................................................ 19 

 Rationale of the Study ................................................................................ 20 

 Objectives of the Study............................................................................... 26 

 Delimitation of the Study ............................................................................ 27 

 Operational Definition of the Terms Used................................................... 27 

References ............................................................................................................... 28 

Chapter 2: Review of Related Literature .................................................................. 30 

 Introduction 30 

 Literature Reviewed ................................................................................... 30 

 Implication of this Review in the Present Study .......................................... 60 

References ............................................................................................................... 61 

Chapter 3: Methodology of the Study ...................................................................... 67 

 Introduction 67 

 Objective wise Methodologies Adopted ..................................................... 67 



ix  

 Sources of Data ............................................................................................ 71 

 Corroboration of Data .................................................................................. 72 

Chapter 4: Ramakrishna Mission in the Field of School Education ........................... 74 

 Introduction ................................................................................................ 74 

 An Overview of School Education in Ramakrishna Mission ....................... 78 

 Selecting the Cases and their Profiles........................................................ 102 

 Conducting the Fieldwork .......................................................................... 113 

 Observations on Key Aspects ..................................................................... 113 

 Corroboration of Data ................................................................................ 117 

 Findings ..................................................................................................... 119 

References ............................................................................................................. 121 

Chapter 5: Ramakrishna Mission in the Field of Higher Education ........................ 126 

 Introduction .............................................................................................. 126 

 Higher Education in India: What Studies Say ........................................... 130 

 An Overview of Higher Education in Ramakrishna Mission ..................... 132 

 Selecting Cases and their Profiles ............................................................. 152 

 Vivekananda University ................................................................. 152 

 Conducting Fieldwork .................................................................... 154 

 Observations on Key Aspects ......................................................... 154 

 Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith (Chennai) ............................................... 164 

 Conducting Fieldwork .................................................................... 167 

 Observations on Key Aspects ......................................................... 168 

 Corroboration of Data ............................................................................... 180 

 Findings 181 

References ............................................................................................................. 183 

Chapter 6: Ramakrishna Mission in the Field of Teacher Education ....................... 186 

 Introduction .............................................................................................. 186 

 Overview of Ramakrishna Mission in Teacher Education ......................... 189 

 Ramakrishna Mission Sikshanamandira: Selecting the Case and 

Its Profile ............................................................................................. 195 

 Conducting Fieldwork .............................................................................. 196 



x  

 Observations on Key Aspects ................................................................... 197 

 Findings 204 

References ............................................................................................................. 205 

Chapter 7: Ramakrishna Mission in the Field of Technical and Vocational 

Education ............................................................................................. 207 

 Introduction .............................................................................................. 207 

 Technical and Vocational Education in India- What Studies Say ................ 209 

 An Overview of Technical Education in Ramakrishna Mission................... 214 

 Ramakrishna Mission Shilpamandira: Selecting the Case and 

its Profile .............................................................................................. 226 

 Conducting Fieldwork ................................................................................ 227 

 Observation on Key Aspects ...................................................................... 227 

 Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama Ranchi Morabadi: Selecting 

the Case and its Profile ......................................................................... 230 

 Conducting Fieldwork .................................................................... 231 

 Observations on Key Aspects ......................................................... 231 

 Findings 236 

References ............................................................................................................. 238 

Chapter 8: Ramakrishna Mission in the Field of Medical Education....................... 241 

 Introduction .............................................................................................. 241 

 Medical Education in India: What Studies Say.......................................... 243 

 Overview of Medical Education in Ramakrishna Mission ........................... 245 

 Ramakrishna Mission Seva Pratishthan: Selecting the Case and 

its Profile ............................................................................................. 248 

 Conducting Fieldwork .............................................................................. 251 

 Observation on Key Aspects ..................................................................... 251 

 Findings 253 

 Endnote 254 

References ............................................................................................................. 255 

Chapter 9: Ramakrishna Mission in the Field of Language Education ................... 259 

 Introduction .............................................................................................. 259 



xi  

 Language Education in India: What Studies Say? ....................................... 260 

 Case Studies ............................................................................................... 262 

 Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture Kolkata: Profile of 

the School of Languages ...................................................................... 264 

9.5 Findings ............................................................................................... 265 

References ............................................................................................................. 266 

Chapter 10: Ramakrishna Mission in the Field of Tribal Education ........................ 268 

 Introduction .............................................................................................. 268 

 Tribal Education in India: What Studies Say? ........................................... 270 

 An Overview of Education Rendered by Ramakrishna Mission 

in Tribal Areas ..................................................................................... 272 

 Narainpur: Selecting the Case and its Profile ............................................ 274 

 Conducting Fieldwork .............................................................................. 276 

 Observations on Key Aspects ................................................................... 277 

 Findings 282 

References ............................................................................................................. 283 

Chapter 11: Ramakrishna Mission in the Field of Other Types of Education .......... 285 

 Introduction .............................................................................................. 285 

 Case Studies ............................................................................................. 292 

 Findings 296 

References ............................................................................................................. 298 

Chapter 12: Major Findings Discussion and Conclusion ........................................ 299 

 Introductions ............................................................................................ 299 

 Findings   with   Regard to Growth  and  Development   of 

Ramakrishna Mission in General 300 

 Findings with Regard to School Education in Ramakrishna Mission ........... 303 

 Findings with Regard to Higher Education in Ramakrishna Mission ........... 305 

 Findings with Regard to Teacher Education in Ramakrishna 

Mission ................................................................................................ 306 

 Findings with Regard to Technical and Vocational Education 

in Ramakrishna Mission ....................................................................... 307 



xii  

 Findings with Regard to Medical Education in Ramakrishna 

Mission ................................................................................................ 309 

 Findings with Regard to Language Education in Ramakrishna 

Mission ................................................................................................ 310 

 Findings with Regard to Tribal Education in Ramakrishna 

Mission ................................................................................................ 311 

 Findings  with  Regard  to   Other   Types   of   Education   in Ramakrishna 

Mission ...................................................................................................... 312 

 Post Script .................................................................................................. 314 

 Discussion.................................................................................................. 315 

 Suggestions for an Alternative Model ......................................................... 321 

 Concluding Remarks .................................................................................. 321 

 Limitations of the Study ............................................................................. 323 

 Suggestions for Further Research ............................................................... 324 



xiii  

List of Tables 

Pages 

Table-1 Educational Institutions under Ramakrishna Mission ............................ 19 

Table-2 Account of Case Studies Conducted ...................................................... 68 

Table-3 Schools Primary I-V ............................................................................. 78 

Table-4 Schools Secondary and Higher Secondary............................................. 79 

Table-5 Open Schools ........................................................................................ 80 

Table-6 Coaching Centres .................................................................................. 80 

Table-7  Home ........................................................................ 80 

Table-8 Schools: Nursery/Kindergarten ............................................................. 81 

Table-9 Orphanages ........................................................................................... 81 

Table-10 Special Schools ..................................................................................... 82 

Table-11 Higher Education Institutions .............................................................. 132 

Table-12 Courses under Coimbatore Mission ..................................................... 135 

Table-13 Staff under Coimbatore Mission .......................................................... 135 

Table 14 Courses under Vidyamandira, Saradapitha .......................................... 138 

Table-15 Scholarship Programmes under Rahara ............................................... 151 

Table-16 Courses Offered in the Day-College by Vidyapith, Chennai ................ 171 

Table-17 Courses Offered in the Evening College by Vidyapith, 

Chennai .............................................................................................. 174 

Table-18 Teacher Education institutions under Ramakrishna Mission ................ 190 

Table-19 Technical and Vocational Institutions under Ramakrishna 

Mission............................................................................................... 214 

Table-20 Medical Education Institutions under Ramakrishna Mission ............... 246 

Table- 21 Medical Education Courses at Seva Pratishthan .................................. 250 

Table-22 Language      Education      Institutions      under       Ramakrishna 

Mission ............................................................................................... 262 

Table-23 Language Courses at Hyderabad ......................................................... 263 

Table-24 Tribal Educational Programmes at Narainpur ...................................... 275 

Table-25 in Schools under Narainpur ................................ 277 

Table-26 Daily Routine of the Residential Students at Narainpur ....................... 279 

Table-27 Institutions of Ramakrishna Mission Catering Other Types 

of Education ....................................................................................... 292 



xiv  

List of Photos & Figures  
 

Pages 

Photo/Figure-1  of Education ............................ 321 

Photo/Figure-2 Interview by the Researcher at Rahara ...................................... 332 

Photo/Figure-3 Interview by the Researcher at Shilpamandira ........................... 332 

Photo/Figure-4 Interview by the Researcher at Belgharia .................................. 333 

Photo/Figure-5 Interview by the Researcher at Seva Pratisthan ......................... 333 

Photo/Figure-6 Interview by the Researcher at Sarisha ...................................... 334 

Photo/Figure-7 Interview by the Researcher at Sikshanamandira ....................... 334 

 
 
 
 

 
List of Annexures 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pages 

Annexure-1 Letters from the Head of the Centres Certifying the Fieldwork ....... 325 

Annexure-2 Time-table for Residential Students ................................................ 327 

Annexure-3 Evaluation Framework for School Education .................................. 328 

Annexure-4 School Information Proforma and Checklist ................................... 331 


