CHAPTER -V

RAMAKRISHNA MISSION IN THE FIELD
OF HIGHER EDUCATION

“Does higher education mean mere study material sciences and turning out things of
everyday use by machinery? The use of higher education is to find out how to solve the
problems of life, and this is what is engaging the profound thought of the modern
civilized world. ”-Swami Vivekananda

INTRODUCTION

India's higher education system is the world's third largest in terms of students, next to
China and the United States. Unlike China, however, India has the advantage of
English being the primary language of higher education and research. India educates
approximately 11 per cent of its youth in higher education as compared to 20 per cent
in China. The main governing body at the tertiary level is the University Grants
Commission (India), which enforces its standards, advises the government, and helps
coordinate between the centre and the state. Universities and its constituent colleges
are the main institutes of higher education in India. At present in 2011, there are 227
government-recognized Universities in India. Out of them 20 are central universities,
109 are deemed universities and 11 are Open Universities and rest are state
universities. Most of these universities in India have affiliating colleges where
undergraduate courses are being taught. However Jawaharlal University is a
remarkable exception to this rule. According to the Department of higher Education
government of India, 16,885 colleges, including 1800 exclusive women's colleges
functioning under these universities and institutions and there are 4.57 lakh teachers
and 99.54 lakh students in various higher education institutes in India. Apart from
these higher education institutes there are several private institutes in India that offer
various professional courses in India. Distance learning is also a feature of the Indian
higher education system. Some institutions of India, such as the Indian Institutes of
technology (11Ts), have been globally acclaimed for their standard of education. The
I1Ts enroll about 8000 students annually and the alumni have contributed to both the
growth of the private sector and the public sectors of India. However, India has failed

to produce world class universities like Harvard and Cambridge. According to the
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London Times Higher Education (2009)- Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World
University rankings, no Indian university features among the first 100. But
universities in East Asia have been included in the first hundred. Hong Kong has
three, ranked at 24, 35 and 46; Singapore two ranked at 30 and 73; South Korea two
ranked at 47 and 69 and Taiwan one in the 95th position. Notably, China's Tsinghua
University and Peking University are ranked at 49 and 52 respectively. There is no
Indian university in the rankings from 100 to 200. It is only when one moves on to the
next 100 that we find the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur at 237; IIT Madras
at 284 and the University of Delhi at 291. A recent evaluation of universities and
research institutes all over the world, conducted by a Shanghai university, has not a
single Indian university in the world's top 300 while China has six. The Indian
Institute of Science, Bangalore, comes in somewhere in the top 400 and IIT,
Kharagpur, makes an appearance after that. Yet this decisive edge also has its
shortcomings. Besides top rated universities which provide highly competitive world
class education to their pupil, India is also home to many universities which have
been founded with the sole objective of making easy money. UGC and other
Regulatory authorities have been trying very hard to extirpate the menace of private
universities which are running courses without any affiliation or recognition. Students
from rural and semi urban background often fall prey to these institutes and colleges.
Today, Knowledge is power. The more knowledge one has, the more empowered one
is. According to the University Grants Commission (UGC), India needs 1500 more
universities with adequate research facilities by the end of the year 2015 in order to
compete in the global market. The country lacks the critical mass in higher education.
Its gross enrolment ratio (GER) is a mere 11 per cent compared to China's 20 per cent,
the USA's 83 per cent and South Korea's 91 per cent. This means that in comparison
to India, China has double the number of students pursuing higher education. The
Eleventh Five Year Plan envisages increase in the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in
higher education to 15 per cent of the population in the age cohort group of 18-24
years by 2011-12. This requires a substantial increase in the number of institutions
and consequently would require an adequate number of teachers for imparting
education. Failure to redress the faculty shortage would hamper the achievement of
the targets for increase in GER set out by Government. President Pratibha Patil said
that India aspires to increase enrolment in higher education. She added that the

country intends to raise gross enrolment ratio in higher education to 30 percent by the
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year 2020, which means almost tripling the enrolment from the present 14 million to
about 40 million. As per sources, the President has made the announcement at the
sixth convocation of the Mizoram University, held on September 24, 2010. Patil also
said that higher education has been accorded priority in our country. Further, she
added that universities of the country, existing and the new ones, will be responsible
for achieving this target. The overall scenario of higher education in India does not
match with the global Quality standards. Hence, there is enough justification for an
increased assessment of the Quality of the country’s educational institutions.
Traditionally, these institutions assumed that Quality could be determined by their
internal resources, viz., faculty with an impressive set of degrees and experience
detailed at the end of the institute’s admission brochure, number of books and journals
in the library, an ultra-modern campus, and size of the endowment, etc., or by its
definable and assessable outputs, viz., efficient use of resources, producing uniquely
educated, highly satisfied and employable graduates. Critical appraisals undertaken by
the governmental committees and independent academicians have highlighted the
crisis confronting the system: ‘increasing educated unemployment; weakening of
student motivation; increasing unrest and indiscipline on the campuses; frequent
collapse of administration; deterioration of standards; and above all, the demoralizing
effect of the irrelevance and purposelessness of most of what is being done.” While
the politicians and policy makers have often spoken about the need for radical
reconstruction of the system, what has been achieved in reality is only moderate
reformism. At present, the world-class institutions in India are mainly limited. Most
of the Indian colleges and universities lack in high-end research facilities. Under-
investment in libraries, information technology, laboratories and classrooms makes it
very difficult to provide top quality instruction or engage in cutting-edge research.
This gap has to be bridged if we want to speed up our path to development. The
University Grant Commission of India is not only the lone grant giving agency in the
country, but also responsible for coordinating, determining and maintaining the
standards in institutions of higher education. The emergence of a worldwide economic
order has immense consequences for higher education more so under the changes that
have taken place in the recent past with regard to globalization, industrialization,
information technology advancement and its impact on education aided to these are
the policy changes that have taken place at the UGC, All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), Distance Education Council (DEC), Indian Council for
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Agriculture Research (ICAR), Bar Council of India (BCI), National Council for
Teacher Education (NCTE) Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI), Medical Council
of India (MCI), Pharmacy Council of India (PCI), Indian Nursing Council (INC),
Dentist Council of India (DCI), Central Council of Homeopathy (CCH), the Central
Council of Indian Medicine (CCIM) and such other regulatory bodies from time to
time to accommodate these development and yet maintain quality students in higher
education. It is time for all those who are concerned with policymaking, planning,
administration and implementation of Higher Education to revitalize the very thinking
on the subject and put it on the right track. After recording growth rate of around 9
percent for the three consecutive years, India is now considered to be one of the most
promising economies of the world. While, higher education gives India an edge in the
world economy as evident from the availability of the skilled manpower, and research
scholars working abroad, unemployment, illiteracy and relative poverty continue to be
the major deterrents to realize her potential in human resources. The taskforce
constituted by World Bank and UNESCO during 2000 has also observed that higher
education helps increase wages and productivity that directly enrich individuals and
society. The prospects and development in the higher education sector in India needs
a critical examination in a rapidly globalising world. Expansion, inclusion and
excellence were the three objectives of higher education policy of Government of
India. The government had taken many steps to increase student enrolment in higher
education and quality improvement in higher educational institutions. Keeping in
view The Government has constituted a Knowledge Commission to suggest measures
to alleviate the problems that higher education sector is afflicted with and make India
a Knowledge super power in the global economy. But the government is at a
crossroad. While there is a need for an expansion of the higher education sector,
resource constraint for both the Centre and the states poses challenge to ensure quality
education even in the existing institutions. The government after pursuing neo-liberal
policies for the last 17 odd years is keen to open the higher education sector to the
private providers, either through public-private participation or foreign direct
investment in higher education. The society is divided. While one section is opposed
to commodification of education, the other section thinks that involving the private
sector is the only way out. How would the higher education sector evolve in response

to these challenges is a crucial issue for us to understand and anticipate. How is the
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sector contemplating changes to engage with the world? If India is to be a global

economic powerhouse it is essential to nurture this higher education sector.
HIGHER EDUCATION IN INDIA: WHAT STUDIES SAY?

Today institutions of higher education are expected to perform roles drastically
different from the ones for which they were established. Present day seekers of higher
education look for educational programs with specific objectives that would add value
to their services in the national and international workplaces. This demand for higher
education with higher levels of aspiration poses new challenges to the universities that
provide educational leadership to the colleges and the research centers affiliated to
them. Since 86% of the undergraduate population is in colleges, catering to the
demand for new skills from the entrants is equally a challenging task for the colleges.
To uphold their role of educational leadership and responsibility, universities and
colleges are under pressure to constantly ask the question Quo Vadis, i.e., which way
to do? Today the debate in India is not about whether we need PHE but about how
PHE institutions should be functioning. In the case of private deemed universities
there are adequate regulatory and monitoring mechanisms since the deemed university
status is given for a particular period of time after which the institution has to apply
for renewal of the status. In addition, there are areas like community orientation and
serving the immediate neighbor-hood-the social obligations of an institution-where
the PHE institutions need to pay more attention. (Mukherjee, Prasanta; Mukherjee,
Shabori , 2013). Higher education system is essential for national, social and
economic development of the country. There is a need of value based higher
education system which empowers youth for self-sustainability by inculcating
employment skills and hence reducing poverty. India’s higher education system is the
third largest in the world. The authors (Bhatia, Kareena; Dash, Manoj Kumar, (2011))
explained in their study the critical aspects of managing, and delivering superior value
of the higher education system in India. They also show the need of value in higher
education system in India. (Bhatia, Kareena, Dash, Manoj Kumar, 2011)
Higher education is a powerful tool to build knowledge based society for any country.
With growing size of higher education in field of management and technical courses,
it has become utmost important to build an efficient database on higher education.
Higher education has witnessed tremendous changes in education system. This is the

right time to build excellent system in field of education and research. India needs
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more efficient and educated people to drive our economy forward. There are many
Indian around the corner who known for their capabilities and skills. When India can
provide skilled people to other countries then why not India must progress from
developing to developed country. The authors (Chahal, Naveen; Dar, Hafizullah
(2015)) in their study mainly focused on the overall performance of higher education
system in India and also initiatives taken by the government to raise level of education
system (Chahal, Naveen; Dar, Hafizullah, 2015).

India, with the world’s second largest higher education system and a rapidly growing
economy as one of the BRIC nations, faces significant challenges in building both
capacity and excellence in higher education. India’s higher education system is
characterized by “islands of excellence in a sea of mediocrity.” The mainstream
universities are recognized as lacking in quality. Only the Indian Institutes of
Technology and related institutions garner international recognition. This authors
(Altbach, Philip G, (2014)) in their study analysed the challenges facing India’s
higher education system in the twenty-first century. (Altbach, Philip G, 2014)
The present system of higher education is not able to serve the purpose for which it
was intended. Education has become such a profitable a business that quality is totally
relegated to the background and the entrepreneur eyes profit only; the quota system
and politicization add fuel to the fire of spoils system; and the increasing
unemployment of graduates without quick relief to mitigate their sufferings in the job
market of the country, is forcing them to look abroad. (Sinha, Sujata, 2014) A
sound higher education sector assumes an imperative role in economic development
and advancement of a country. Higher education, regarding its pertinence and
significance, enjoys a significant position in the instruction framework as it outfits
individuals with learning and aptitudes to be productively utilized. In the connection
of the present demographic structure of India where the dominant part of populace is
underneath the age of 25 years, higher education had a significant role to play in
serving to realize the broad social changes fundamental for sustainable development.
(Singh, Yadwinder; Bhalla, Amarbir Singh; Bhalla, G S, 2015) Since the initiation
of liberalization policy towards globalizing Indian economy, the need and the
significance of higher education has got a lot of momentum. Accordingly, in order to
develop knowledge based economy and also to meet the rising demand of skilled

manpower, India Government has been allocated financial
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resources. The allocated financial resources are not adequate to meet the rising cost of
higher education and make the Higher education a friendly one. India has also been
lagging far behind in terms of funds being invested in higher education. The authors
(Ahmed, Shakeel; Igbal, Badar Alam, (2013)) in their study analysed the trends in
financing of higher education during pre-liberalization era and post-liberalization
regime. (Ahmed, Shakeel; Igbal, Badar Alam, 2013) India inherited an arrangement
of higher education which was little as well as portrayed by the pervasiveness of
substantial intra/inter regional awkward nature. India needs to discover a framework
that matches understudies’ academic needs and their individual desires. India needs
multi-dimensional and expansive based quality education to keep up its authority in
the 21st century. In this manner, India ought to show the worry over the quality in
education as the education in India is not aggressive regarding the amount and quality
with different nations. (Kaur, Igbal, 2014).

However in the above studies Ramakrishna Mission’s contribution in the field of

higher education is next to unnoticeable.
AN OVERVIEW OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN RAMAKRISHNA MISSION

Table-11 (Higher Education Institutions)

State Name of the Centres Case Study done on
West Bengal Vivekananda University Vivekananda

University
Tamil Nadu Chennai Vidyapith

Coimbatore Mission
Chennai Vidyapith,

West Bengal Belur Math (Saradapitha),
Tamil Nadu

Narendrapur

Rahara

Vivekananda University: Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University is a
university that is administered by the Ramakrishna Mission. It was declared by
Government of India as a Deemed University under Section 3 of UGC Act, 1956. It

has five campuses in Belur, Kolkata, Coimbatore, Ranchi and Narendrapur. The
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university was given the status of a deemed university in July 2005. It provides
courses on subjects as varied as rural and tribal development, disability management
and special education, fundamental science education and Indian cultural and spiritual
heritage. The university's School of Mathematical Science started its academic
activities in July 2008. The classes are conducted at the main campus of the university
at Belur and at Vivekananda Research Centre, the ancestral house of Swami
Vivekananda in Kolkata. The university is also conducting these courses at its
specialized faculty centers throughout the country. Other unconventional areas that the
university is engaged in are disability management and special education at
Coimbatore, integrated rural development including tribal development and
management at its centers in Ranchi and Narendrapur.

Chennai Vidyapith: The Chennai Vidyapith Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda
College is one of the very few colleges that still caters to higher and advancred studies
in subjects like Philosophy and Sanskrit. The College has a reputation for maininting
exemplary discipline in the campus and for achieving consistently high standards of
academic performance. Based on Swami Vivekananda's principle of combining
science and spirituality, this college, while offering courses of study which would
enable the students to make a decent living and stand on their own feet, also caters to
the total needs of a student in terms of his personality development. "The ideal of
service of man in the spirit of worship of God as a way of manifestation of one's own
divinity and the idea of the class room as a place of workship of the divine sparks in
the students by the blazing fire of divinity in the teacher through the imparting of
knowledge and counselling” is stressed in this college. The various programmes
offered in the college aim at this holistic approach. Swami Vivekananda’s Philosophy
of man-making education forms the basis and directive principle of our course—
content. The syllabi of our courses have been framed with a view to mould the
character and skills of the students and to enable them to become good, productive and
dutiful citizens. At the beginning of every semester the faculty prepare a lesson plan.
The lesson plan is perodically reviewed for ensuring its implementation and necessary
changes are made whenever required. The Day College, affiliated to the University of
Madras, is offering courses of study in various disciplines under the autonomous
scheme leading to B.A., B.Sc., B.Com., M.A., M.Sc., M.Phil., and Ph.D degrees. It

offers five under-graduate courses in Humanities and Languages, five in Physical and
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Natural Sciences and one in Commerce with two sections. Post Graduate courses are
offered in three Humanities and four Sciences disciplines. The departments of Botany,
Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Economics, Philosophy and Sanskrit offer research
programmes. The Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda College occupies a place of
prominence among the educational activities of the Ramakrishna Mission in India. It
was formally opened on 21st June 1946. The Evening colleges is affiliated to the
University of Madras and offer instruction in English medium and admit only men
students. The UGC granted autonomy to this institution from the academic year 2004-
2005 for all the courses affiliated to the University of Madras.

Coimbatore Mission: Sri Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya College of Arts and
Science under this centre was started in 1964 with the blessings of Swami
Madhavananda Maharaj and has completed 52 years of purposeful service to the
student community and society. The college follows the great ideals placed before the
country by Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi. The
institution believes that the greatness of a man is to be judged by his attitude, outlook
and devotion rather than by the work he does. The youth of the nation should be
trained to develop spiritual strength, intellectual independence and moral character.
They must also learn discipline and develop the capacity to work in co-operation with
others. The college has adopted the following Mission Statement: “The College has a
Unique Mission of developing the youth by imparting intellectual training; equipping
them with vocational skills so as to make them employable; inculcating in them the
right attitudes, values, and moral character; and developing a holistic personality of its
students with a balanced development of head, heart and hand.” The activities of the
college are organized with these ideals and mission in view. During the last few years,
the college has seen much improvement in its infrastructure and other facilities. The
college in its 34" year of autonomy. It offers graduate programmes in English
Literature, Co-operation, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Electronics and Computer
Science; Postgraduate courses in Co-operation, Social Work (with Human Resource
Management and Community Development as specializations), Mathematics, Physics
and Chemistry; M.Phil courses in Tamil, English, Co-operation, Social Work,
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and Computer Science; and Ph.D courses in Tamil,
English, Co-operation, Social Work, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and Computer
Science. The college also offers MCA, B.Sc (Computer Science), B.Com (CA),
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B.Com, BCA and B.Sc (IT) as unaided programmes, Diploma in Construction and
Building Technology, CNC Operation under Community College Scheme, B.Voc in
Automobile Technology, Production Technology (Tool & Die), Technolgy in
Electrical and Electronics devices under DDU KAUSHAL Kendra Scheme. In
addition to the prescribed curriculum the college offers add-on courses as off-calendar

instructional practice. It was re-accredited by NAAC in 2016.

The strength of the college, including the unaided programmes is 2056 at present as

detailed below in different categories:

Table-12 (Courses under Coimbatore Mission)

Aided Unaided M.Phil Ph.D Total
UG PG UG PG 63 154 2056
810 173 785 71

The strength of the teaching and non-teaching staff is 156 at present, as detailed below

in different categories:

Table-13 (Staff under Coimbatore Mission)

Aided Unaided / Management Total
Teaching Non-Teaching | Teaching Non-Teaching | 156
46 16 65 29

The library is one of the biggest and oldest academic libraries in Coimbatore. It is
housed in a separate block with adequate infrastructural facilities. Its building plan
was approved by Dr.S.R.Ranganathan, the father of Indian Library Science. The
building has been extended on both sides of the reading hall. The area of the main
library is 6365 sq ft. A separate library wing is provided for the benefit of the self-
financing students. The area of the self-financing wing library is 750 sq ft. Eighty

users can sit and read at a time in the main library and forty users in the self-financing
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wing. The working hours of our library are from 8.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. without a
break.

Salient Features of the Library:

1. Computerized library services

2. All the books are bar coded

3. All the students are provided with an ID card with a bar code

4. Conducting orientation programs to the fresher on first day of the college

5. ldeal reading environment surrounded by plants, and trees, free from noise, proper

lighting and ventilation and maximum fan facilities are provided

6. User friendly software helps the user easily access to the availability of the library

resources anywhere
7. Xerox Facility
8. All the documents are classified and arranged according to the classification scheme

9. Journals and magazines are also issued to the students and staff members for night

long time and holiday reading

10. Students are allowed to return the Library books after completed the semester

exams

Online Databases and Library are also in place in the form of NLIST, DELNET,
ACM, and IEEE.

The College has established the “SRMV Advanced Research Instrumentation Centre”
with the financial assistance from DST under DST-FIST scheme and the management
in the month of August, 2016. It provides advanced research facilities to fulfill the
demands of scientific researches and industries. This modernized testing and
calibration facilities along with consultancy services help the faculty, research
scholars, students and R&D organizations to go for research publications with valid
and reliable results. The following advanced research instruments are made available

in the centre:

UV-Vis-NIR Spectrophotometer
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Fourier Transform Infra-Red spectrometer (FTIR)
Spectrofluorometer (PL)

Thermogravimetric / Differential Thermal Analyzer (TG/DTA)
Electrical Analysis (Dielectric/l-V)

Device Applications (Solar cell/Diodes)

Magnetic susceptibility measurements

It is planned to extent this facility to students and researchers of the nearby institutions

with nominal charges as indicated in the tariff.

Belur Math (Saradapitha): With a view to giving shape to Swamiji's comprehensive
scheme of education, the authorities of the Ramakrishna Mission started the
Vidyamandira as an Intermediate Arts College in 1941 under the auspices of
Saradapitha, a branch of the Ramakrishna Mission. Though originally it was an
Intermediate Arts College, it received in 1945 affiliation in some commerce subjects
and in 1946 in some science subjects. The college was upgraded to a three-year degree
college with effect from July 1960.In this college the students come into close contact
with their teachers and attempt is made to impart an all-round training in an
atmosphere of serenity, discipline and moral purity which help them to develop into
worthy citizens of the country with a sense of genuine pride in their hoary cultural

traditions.

With a glorious tradition and brilliant record of success behind it, the Vidyamandira

was upgraded into a three-year degree college with effect from July, 1960.
A higher secondary section (classes XI and XII) was added in September, 1978.

In the year 1994 new courses were started under the UGC scheme of vocationalization

of degree education.

We are proud to state that it was accreditated by the NAAC (National Assessment and
Accreditation Council), India and awarded a grade A+ with an institutional score
93.25% in February 2005.
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As per the notification of the State Government, the H.S. Section was discontinued
from the academic session 2006-2007. In the same session post-graduate teaching was
introduced in two subjects viz., Mathematics and Sanskrit.

From the session 2008-2009, a Post Graduate course in Bengali has also been
introduced.

The College has been recognized as College with Potential for Excellence (CPE) in
2010.

Ramakrishna Mission Vidyamandira, Belur Math, has been conferred upon the
Autonomous Status by the UGC, New Delhi, from the session 2010-2011 upto 2015-
2016 session [vide letter no F.22-1/2010(AC), Dated : 23 June 2010]

From the session 2010-2011, Industrial Chemistry Honours was started instead of the
erstwhile Industrial Chemistry Major.

From the session 2011-2012, Post Graduate course in Applied Chemistry has been

introduced.
From the session 2013-2014, Post Graduate course in Philosophy has been introduced.

From the session 2013-2014, A Certificate course on Photography has been

introduced.

Swami Vivekananda Research Center has become operational from the session 2013-
2014.

In October 2013, the college was re-accredited by NAAC with Grade A (highest
grade).

In March 2014, the college was awarded the status College with Potential for
Excellence (CPE) for the second time by the UGC.

The courses offered in this college are:

Table-14 (Courses under Vidyamandira, Saradapitha)

POST GRADUATE COURSES

M.Sc. Mathematics,
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Applied Chemistry.

M.A.

Sanskrit, Bengali,
Philosophy.

UNDER GRADUATE COURSES

Honours Subjects

General (Subsidiary) Subjects

English

Political Science

Two from the subjects below, choosing not

more than one from any group:

= Group A: History, Sanskrit.

I1l.  History
. = Grou B: Political Science,
IV.  Philosophy P
Bengali.
V.  Sanskrit
= Group C: Economics, Philosophy.
VI.  Bengali
Economics Mathematics and Statistics/Political
Science/Computer Science.
Physics Mathematics and  Chemistry/Computer
Science.
Chemistry Physics and Mathematics.

Mathematics

Computer Science and Physics/Statistics.

Microbiology

Chemistry and Physics.

Computer Science

Electronics and Mathematics.

Industrial Chemistry

Physics and Mathematics.

‘Swami Vivekananda Research Centre’ (SVRC), the research wing of the college,

came into existence in the academic year 2013-14, on the 150th birth-anniversary of

Swami Vivekananda. The centre is affiliated to University of Calcutta and presently it

runs the following programmes:

(i) Ph.D. in Bengali, Sanskrit, Mathematics and Economics;
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(it) M Phil. in Bengali, Sanskrit and Philosophy;

(iii) Certificate courses on

a) The Life and Teachings of Swami Vivekananda,

b) The Life and Teachings of Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi and
c) Srimad Bhagavad Gita and Effective Life Management.

The centre encourages non-formal research is various disciplines. Translation of

“Yoga-Vasistha’ is one such ongoing project.

The history of the Ramakrishna Mission Vidyamandira Library dates back to the
foundation of the college in 1941. The library was started with about 200 books
mostly obtained through donations from well-known persons like Mr. B. K. Basu, Mr.
J. N. Chatterjee, and Mr. V. P. Bhandarkar. With the increase of students in the
college the library also grew in size and stature. For several years the library was
housed in one of the small classrooms of the main building. But with the passage of
time, as the number of books increased, the library had to be shifted to a larger hall.
Again after overcoming long trials and tribulations, it was in 1987 that a separate, two-
storeyed library building, the Bikash Bhavan, became functional in the fulfiling of the
long-standing academic hunger of all categories of our users. Approximately
100ft.x50ft. area in the ground floor comprises long rows of Bookshelves arranged in
consonance with the DDC's 23nd edition, circulation counter (for issue and return of
the books), processing room, computer block and a reading space for faculty members
and monks. Reading room section (3rd floor) is accommodated with a large reading
hall for students, Journal Block, rich collections of Reference books, adequately
equipped long-term books for students and in the 1st floor Digital Library i.e. internet

resource block for access to the immense benefit of global information.

In addition to academic education, co-curricular activities form an important aspect of
student-training in Vidyamandira. This blend of academic and non-academic activities
help in the harmonious development of head, hand and heart. 18 The co-curricular
activities may briefly be classified as below: (a) Physical: Vidyamandira has rich
facilities for sports and games as well as athletics. It has a large playground which is

used for football, cricket, volleyball and other athletic events. A well-equipped
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multigym has been set up with modern facilities. The trainer at the multigym also
teaches the boys yogasanas. In addition to these, the boys play indoor games like
carom and table tennis. Annual athletics meet is held regularly and the successful
competitors are awarded prizes and trophies. A separate unit of the senior NCC
(National Cadet Corps) has been in existence in the Vidyamandira since August 1959.
There is an arrangement for imparting training to the cadets within the campus of the
college under the able supervision of monastic members and trained officers. One of
our teachers is the Captain of the Vidyamandira NCC Unit. It is to be noted that
periodical camp life forms an essential part of NCC training. An NSS (National
Service Scheme) unit started functioning from June 1970. The unit provides scope for
the student-volunteers to participate in such social works as environmental cleaning,
running literacy centre for the illiterate and coaching classes for poor school boys of
the locality, relief work, gardening, etc. Vidyamandira students reaches out to poor
and needy students of the locality and serve them with study-materials under
‘Brahmananda Book Bank’ scheme. First year degree students must compulsorily take
part either in the NCC (National Cadet Corps) or the NSS (National Social Service).
Interested students of other years are also encouraged to participate. All the college-
students, on rotational basis, have to join college cleaning programme on Sunday
mornings. (b) Cultural & Intellectual: A college magazine named ‘VIDY AMANDIRA
PATRIKA’ is published annually in cooperation with the boys. A wall-magazine is
also periodically brought out from the college under the name of ‘Shraddha’ with the
help of the students. Besides this, wall-magazines are brought out by the different
hostels and departments. Occasionally, bulletins and periodicals are published by
different departments. Students take part in college annual cultural competitions such
as extempore speech, debate, quiz, music, drama, drawing, recitation etc. These help
them to develop their aesthetic faculties. Prizes are awarded for good performance in
these competitions. To widen their outlook on life and stimulate their intellectual
curiosity, they are occassionally taken out on excursions to various centres of
religious, cultural or academic interest. Weekly seminars/discussions by eminent
scholars on topics of contemporary interest are a regular feature of the intellectual life
of the college. A forum for reading poems and discussions on related topics of
literature has been introduced under the title ‘Kabitar Adda’. Students participate in
off-campus cultural and other co-curricular competitions regularly. Prayer, which

consists of brief silent meditation, simple hymns and devotional songs, is held in the
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hostels both in the morning and evening. Presence at prayer is compulsory. With a
view to acquainting the students with the fundamentals of the Spiritual Heritage of
India, regular classes are held according to a curriculum specially drawn up for the
purpose. The boys organize various kinds of socio-religious functions and festivities
and take part in the national festivals. Moreover, they participate in the periodical
religious celebrations of the Belur Math. The students are taught to be self-reliant,
active and practical and are encouraged to develop a sense of social obligation and
responsibility. They clean their rooms, look after the shrine, work in the garden and
attend on their sick brothers. They are made to feel that the hostel is their home.

Vidyamandira Alumni Association is a body of ex-students who passed out of its
portals having been trained in it for two, three or five years, during their HS, degree,
both HS and degree respectively. Even though the Alumni Association existed before,
it was formally registered as a society about twenty nine years ago. It has about
fourteen hundred life members. Apart from helping its alma mater in various ways the
Association conducts social service activities such as health care project for poor
people of the locality, collaborating with Vidyamandira in organizing Vivekananda
Sammelan and Shikshak Sammelan every year, and awarding some scholarships to
students of the college. It also organizes reunion of ex-students every three years and
publishes Praktani Varta, a newsletter containing news of Vidyamandira and its ex-

students.

Financial assistance in the form of monthly stipends is provided every year to needy
and meritorious students. These stipends are met from funds and endowments created
out of donations etc by several well-wishers Admirers of the Mission ideology, ex-
students and benevolents public. There is also a token contribution from our students
from their regular fees. Such assistance is provided to approximately 40% of the
students of the college. The amount of monthly stipend given to an individual student
varies from Rs.100 to Rs.1600 per month. A fairly huge amount more than Rs.18
lakhs was distributed last year as scholarships and stipends. Besides the college,
students often avail of scholarships and financial assistance from other sources. These

scholarships, routed through the college, include:
Governments of India and Goverment of West Bengal.

University Grants Commission.

142



Ramakrishna Mission Vidyamandira Alumni Association.
Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Golpark.

The ex-students.

Ramakrishna Mission Headquarters, Belur Math.

The scholarships and stipends granted by the college are subject to the following

conditions:

Any students who receives scholarships and stipends from other sources must
surrender them in full to the college. If however, the amount of the scholarships and
stipends exceeds the amount awarded by the college, the surplus will be refunded to
him. The concession granted by the college may be reduced or cancelled altogether if
the general conduct of the student or his progress in studies is not satisfactory. Any
stipend-holder leaving the college without completion of the course of study will be
liable to refund the amount of money spent for him by Vidyamandira towards meeting
his college and hostel charges. Income certificate of the guardian from the appropriate
authority should be submitted. The hostel boarding advance of students enjoying
financial assistance will not be refunded to him at the time of final clearance on the

eve of his leaving the college. These amount will be credited to the scholarship fund.

Narendrapur: Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Narendrapur has completed a difficult
but eventful period of 58 years. Started in North Calcutta (Pathuriaghata) immediately
after the Bengal Famine in 1943, this branch centre of Ramakrishna Mission had a
very humble beginning with a small Students' Home with only three students-poor and
orphan-on the rolls. Very noble, though humble to begin with, were the objectives of
the effort. To help the poor and unfortunate manifest the best in them through man-
making and character-building education and to alleviate the sufferings of the
unfortunate ones removing all caste and creed distinctions were the objectives. Since
its shift to its present site in the southern suburbs of Calcutta, near Garia, 16kms from
Rajbhavan, in 1957, the Ashrama has been growing into a large educational complex
to achieve those objectives in a more meaningful way. The Ashrama grew not only in
size but also in its dimensions through the introduction of very many activities. Swami
Lokeswaranandaji Maharaj played a pivotal role in giving the present shape to this big

institutional complex. Today the Ashrama has more than 2000 scholars and hundreds
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of workers residing within the 150-acre complex - meadows dotted with flower
gardens beside lush green fields, deep mango groves and winding lakes. Coming from
all over India, the students speak different languages and profess different religious
faiths without any indiscipline whatsoever. Today the excellence of this Ashrama is
most eloquently evident in the performance of its students in various public and

special examinations.

The courses offered in undergraduate level in the college are Physics, Chemistry,
Mathematics, Statistics, Economics, Computer Science, English and History. In the
post graduate level the courses offered are Physics, Chemistry, and English. Research

programmes are offered in Physics and Chemistry.

The Institution is one of those very few Autonomous colleges in West Bengal. It has
already successfully completed its first tenure of Autonomy (2008 - 2009 to 2013-
2014), and is at present enjoying its second tenure (2014-15 to 2019-20), accorded to
it by the University Grants Commission (UGC). As a result, the college enjoys a
certain degree of freedom in academic matters like holding examination in time,
evaluating scripts, publication of results within 25 days of examinations and so on.
But the degree would be conferred by the University of Calcutta. The College has
been identified as College with a Potential for Excellence (CPE) by the University
Grants Commission. Under this CPE scheme, UGC identifies colleges which attain
sufficiently high standard in teaching, research and extension activities and hold
promise of excellence. While this is a new feather in our cap, what indeed is an icing
on the cake is we have topped the list of the colleges in West Bengal that have been
granted this honour. DST (Department of Science & Technology), Govt. Of India,
New Delhi has recognised our college as a SIRO (Scientific and Industrial Research
Organization). At present only 26 Colleges/ Universities all over India are enjoying
this status. The college is very much of this achievement. UGC-CSIR-DST granted
research units in Physics and Chemistry are now fully operational. Scholars are
pursuing their research work under the guidance of our qualified teachers. In January
2004 our college was recognized as an "A" grade institution by the National
Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC). In May 2012, NAAC PEER Team
visited our College for Re-Accreditation. It has awarded us a GPA of 3.56 out of 4.00
with the descriptor 'Very Good'.
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There are at present three hostels under the supervision of the college. These are called
Students’ Homes because attempts are made to create a homely atmosphere there.
Although fellow-feeling, goodwill and understanding form the basis of life at such
homes, strict discipline is maintained simultaneously. Students admitted to the college
are accommodated in any one of the homes at the discretion of the authorities. This
being an entirely residential institution, the students' homes are an integral part of the
college and the rules, regulations etc. obtaining there are binding on all students of the
college. The college being fully residential, students have to stay at hostels where the
ideal of meaningful corporate life based on love, fellow-feeling and understanding
prevails. At these hostels, monks play a crucial role in maintaining a bracing
atmosphere of harmony and seeing to it that students under their charge are bound and
welded into togetherness by a love that transcends all barriers of caste and creed. The
food is simple and nutritious; both vegetarian and non-vegetarian meals and tiffin are

provided.

There is a General library in the College with a highly rich collection of books for the
pupils of both PG & UG. It has a wing named ‘Text-Book Library' from which books
are lent to students on a long-term basis. In addition, each Honours department of the
college has a 'Seminar Library' separately consisting of text and reference books.
Moreover there is a big Central Library in the Ashrama campus which supplements

the facilities enjoyed by the teachers and students through their sectional libraries.
e Total no. of books (up to March 2013) : 81,748

e The no. of books issued last year(April 2012 - March 2013) by staffs &
students : 14083

o Daily attendance in the Reading Room in average(April 2012 - March 2013) :
50

e The no. of Periodicals subscribed (up to March 2013) : 49
e The no. of newspaper purchased (up to March 2013) : 5

Ramakrishna Mission Central Library is opened to the common people for the
fulfillment of the widely felt need of the locality, especially of the student community.
It is a public library in true sense. The library possessed 70,638 books (for University

as well as general) as on 31.03.2013 along with a rich collection of rare books and
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manuscripts. The number of available Journals is 64 amongst which 33 journals come
under the regular subscription of the library. There are 3512 numbers of bound
volumes of Periodicals. The library issued 22,674 books last year to its 1100
borrowers (approx.). There is a well maintained set up for 75 readers in the 'Reading
Room' to sit and read individually at a time and presently the regular attendance of
readers is around 85.

A twelve station Multigym was installed at the Brahmananda Bhavana Kkitchen
complex for the benefit of the boys. Our Secretary Maharaj, Swami Asaktanandaji
Maharaj consecrated it on April 26, 2001. The students are encouraged to use this
facility to keep their physique healthy for their all-round development. Regular
training is imparted to the students to develop their skills in physical exercises.
Regular training is given to the students to develop skills in sports, physical exercises
and athletics. They played a number of friendly football, cricket and table tennis
matches and participated in several tournaments under C.A.B. and C.U. in 2001-2001.
In February - March, the college hosted the Second Inter-Non-Govt. College Football
& Athletic Championship at the district and zonal level and was also the joint
organiser of the said tournament at the state level which was held in Yuva Bharati
Krirangan, Salt Lake. The Ashrama has a big standard stadium and a well-equipped
gymnasium in addition to the playgrounds where the tournaments are held. The
College has a playground where the students take part in football, cricket, annual
sports and the like. Awards are given for every event to encourage the students. The
Sports Section of the College duly takes care regarding the arrangement of regular
practice, going for outside tournaments, inter-College matches etc. The N.C.C. unit of
the college has earned praise from many quarters. On Independence Day, 34 N.C.C.
cadets declared their wish and pledged their eyes to the Nation. Voluntary Blood
Donation Camps are held once a year in which about 200 students donate blood.
Social service camps are held in rural areas where students and teachers work in

collaboration with local youth.

Rahara: Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Centenary College comes under the the
Ramakrishna Mission Boys’” Home at Rahara, a branch centre of the Ramakrishna
Mission, was founded in 1944 as an orphanage with a nucleus of 37 boys rendered
orphan by the Great Bengal Famine of 1942-1943. Since then the Home grew in

dimensions and activities adhering to the principle of service to mankind in the spirit

146



of worship. Today, the Home is an educational complex with several schools and
colleges wherein nearly four thousand students are receiving education and training in
different subjects and trades according to the aptitude of each individual. This College
which forms an integral part and unit of this educational complex is owned and
managed by the Ramakrishna Mission. The foundation stone of the College was laid
by Swami Vireswaranandaji Maharaj, the then General Secretary of the Ramakrishna
Mission, on 3rd December, 1961 and the College started functioning in July, 1963.
The College was established with a view to commemorating the First Birth Centenary
of Swami Vivekananda, the Illustrious Patriot-Saint of India and with a view to
imparting a general education on a religious background in the light of the teachings
of Ramakrishna-Vivekananda so that the young pupils may get ample opportunities to
build up their character to make themselves useful to their families and to fulfill at the
same time their basic obligation to the country. There is no provision for hostel
accommodation. The college has been entitled as a College with Potential for
Excellence (CPE) in 2016 and also accredited by NAAC with Grade A in the year
2015.

i) B.Sc. Honours & General Courses: General & Honours in Physics, Chemistry,
Mathematics, Zoology & Botany. Compulsory subject Environmental Study. Students
who have passed the Higher Secondary (10+2) or an equivalent Examination are
eligible for admission to the Degree Course provided they have passed in five subjects

and in each subject of the combination of subjects chosen for study.

i) M.Sc Course in Chemistry: Post Graduate Course in Chemistry has been started in
the college with specious class-rooms and well-equipped laboratories furnished by
modern sophisticated instruments. In college library, there is a separate facility meant
for PG students and faculty members with rich collection of Books and Journals.
Modern teaching aids like DLP Projectors, Laptops, etc. are used in P.G. classes. With
sophisticated computer laboratory easy and unlimited access to internet is always
available. Since 1995, the motto of our Chemistry Department has been two-fold,
namely, exposure of students to advanced research techniques and thought-provoking
seminar activities by the students. The department is actively engaged in UGC, CSIR
and DBT funded research projects leading to more than 50 publications in reputed
National and International Journals. A large number of Professors from Calcutta

University, Jadavpur University, West Bengal University of Technology and Indian
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Association for Cultivation of Sciences have shown their keen interest in helping the
development of our PG Department. Highly reputed teachers like Professor G.N.
Mukherjee, Sanjib Bagchi, Balai Kundu, Rupendranath Banerjee, Debsankar Roy,
Chittaranjan Sinha, Ambikesh Mahapatra, Raja Banerjee, J.P. Naskar, D. Ghoshal,
Souvik Chatterjee, etc. have agreed to participate in the academic enrichment of our
P.G. Department.

iii) M.Sc Course in Botany: This year our Botany department is upgraded to PG
Department. For last five years it is engaged in upgrading its sphere in higher
education horizon through its intense research zeal, equipping sophisticated techniques
and technologies and arranging UGC-sponsored workshop and Seminar. Now it has
up-to-date tissue-culture and mycology laboratories where four (4) PhD students are

doing their research works.

The research activity in this college is to improve or maintain the plant quality through
biotechnological methodology mainly via cell culture, tissue culture and genetic
transformation. Target plants are medicinal and horticultural plants. All such research
activities are confined to maintain the genetic stability of elite clone of wild sources
and genetic improvements of less valued wild varieties. For continuous supply of
natural bioactive compounds chiefly high value pharmaceuticals from common and
rare medicinal plants, in vitro mass propagation, cell culture, shoot and root culture
programme has been taken without destruction or disturbance of natural flora for
maintaining the biodiversity of indigenous medicinal plants. Generate somaclonal
variation and their stable maintenance of horticulture plants is another aspect for their
commercial expatiation. Methods have also been standardized for low cost ex-situ
conservation of important medicinal plants through in vitro culture. Presently we are
working with plants like Asparagus racemosus, A. tenifolius, A.officinalis, A.
asparagoides, A. sprengeri, A. robustus, Withania somnifera, Tylophora indica,
Tinospora cordifolia, Coleus forskohlii, C. aromaticus, Mentha piperita, M. longifolia,
Andrographis paniculata, Bacopa monniera, B. chamaedroides, Allium tuberosum,
Stevia rebaudiana, Aloe vera, Rauvolfia serpentina, Ornithogalum virens, Artemisia
annua, A. vulgaris, Scilla indica, Taxus baccata. Chromosome study is carried out in
different members of Lilliales in addition to above tissue culture derived species for

detection and analysis of their cytological status. Publications:
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(). Research Paper; 35 papers in reputed national and international journals, some are
in Plant Science (Elsevier), Journal of Biotechnology (Elsevier), Biotechnology Letter
(Springer), Plant Cell Reports (Springer), Planta Medica (George Teiame Verlag,
Germany), Hort Science (Elsevier), Cytobios (Faculty Press, Cambridge ), Biologia
Plantarum (Springer), Journal of Herbs, Spices & Medicinal Plants (Haworth Press,
USA) Current Science (IASc), Indian J Exp Biol (CSIR)

(i1). Text Book: Plant Tissue Culture- Basic and Applied (University Press)

Some of the faculty members of this department have been recognized as Ph.D
research-guide by the University of Calcutta and four students had already been
awarded Ph.D degree by the University of Calcutta. First had got his Ph.D. award in
the year 2007, second in the year 2010, third and fourth in 2012. Two more students
have been registered for their Ph.D degrees under the same University this year and

are working as Junior Research Fellow in the CSIR sponsored projects.
Facilities generated by the college for the purpose of higher education are:

ICT enabled classrooms in every Department equipped with multimedia projectors for

state-of-the-art presentation system.

One Classroom with smartboard and facilities for distance-mode e-classes in

collaboration with Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University, Belur Math.

Photocopy (Xerox) and scanning facility available for preparation and dissemination
of study materials and questions papers. Scanners of high quality like the Book Eye
Scanners for creating pdf of teaching materials cum study materials, Eye Ball

Scanners, Document scanners are present for various academic purposes.

A 200 seater, centrally Air-conditioned Seminar Hall — Swami Vivekananda Hall
equipped with the modern audio-visual system is used for seminars, workshops,

invited lectures etc.

One Air-conditioned Conference room important academic meetings and discussions

amongst the faculty members.

Since the college is entirely dedicated for the study of basic Sciences hence
laboratories for practical classes form a vital necessity for the students. The college

possesses one the best science laboratories in the State with all the features of a
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modern, well equipped lab. A rich resource of chemicals, samples and instruments
along with a tidy, high class lab ambience comprising of granite-top working spaces,
proper exhaust system, fume chambers, continuous water supply etc. makes the lab

facilities a matter of pride for the college.

Most of the teachers work on major or minor research projects. The college provides a
superb lab-infrastructure for carrying on research. At present there are four major
research labs in the college entitled to work on: Plant Tissue Culture, Mycopathology,
Organic Chemistry and Inorganic Chemistry.

The college has a rare collection of many sophisticated instruments like HPTLC , UV
and IR Spectrophotometers , Freeze Dryer, Gelldoc, Fluorophotometer, PCR, Growth
Chamber , Leica Microscopes etc. for research, PG and UG courses. There is a
separate ‘Instrument room’ for housing some of these sensitive and valuable

instruments.

Two computer labs for the students with internet facility.

Broadband connectivity with wi-fi system ensures uninterrupted internet facility.
Completely computerized catalogue in the library.

Projection system to notify the recent arrivals in the library.

A 30KW Grid-connected Solar power generation unit for promoting the use of non-
conventional energy resources and for minimizing the electric consumption of the

college.

A Poly House for Botanical research.

A Shade Net House for temperature and light intensity controlled plant growth.
Medicinal plantation for Botanical research.

A Mushroom Cultivation Unit for Certificate Course with a museum displaying

various types of mushrooms.
A zoological museum in the Zoology Department.

The College has a library run on modern lines with fully computerized, on-line access
system. Each student is provided with two library cards which are to be returned if the

student discontinues his studies at the College. The College Library remains open
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from 7-00 a.m. to 5-15 p.m. on full working days. In addition to the normal library
facilities from Lending and Reference sections, students are also provided with books
on long term loan on payment of 20% of the cost of books as handling charges.

Students, if eligible may receive SC/ST, national merit, national loan or other
scholarships. Application for such stipends are to be made through the Principal in the
prescribed form to be had from the College office in due time. Some students are
awarded concession in tuition fees on the basis of the Examination results, class
records, general conduct and other considerations. Some assistance towards payment
of Examination Fee & Tuition Fee are also provided by the Ramakrishna Mission
Headquarters. Several Endowment Scholarship/Stipends are also awarded to deserving

poor meritorious students.

Table-15 (Scholarship programmes under Rahara)

Year | Name of the Scholarship Amount (Rs.) Total Total
Students | Amount(Rs.)

2014 Merit-cum-Means 10800x67=723600| 184 3917500
16800x 14=235200

JINDAL GroupofFoundation | 2400 x 10 = 24000

Inspire - Scholarship 60000 x 44=2640000

Post Matric Scholarship 5520 x 11=60720
4020 x 9=36180

Chief Minister Scholarship | 20000 x 9= 90000

Vidyasagar Bhavan 20000 x 1= 20000
10000 x 3=30000

Lions India Education | 20000 x 1=20000

Promotion Council

Staff Benefit Fund Railways | 3000 x 2= 6000

Jaxwamti Sub Charitable Trust| 1800 x 1=1800

Swami Adiswarananda | 3000 x 10=30000 35000
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Memorial Fund R.K.M (Belur
Math)

R.K.M(Institute of Culture) | 2x2500= 5000

SELECTING THE CASES AND THEIR PROFILES:

VIVEKANANDA UNIVERSITY: Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda
University (RKMVU) is established, administered and run by Ramakrishna
Mission (sponsoring society of the University), a registered society started by
Swami Vivekananda in 1897. Ramakrishna Mission is a well-known and
reputed non- governmental organization (NGO) serving the society in India
and abroad irrespective of caste, colour, creed, religion, nationality, gender,
regional bias etc., through its vast network of nearly 200 branch-centres in the
fields of education, health, cultural and spiritual activities, relief and
rehabilitation, rural and tribal development, publications, teaching and
preaching, and a large number of allied areas all of whom are for the all- round
development of the individual and the society as a whole. Based on the
ideology bequeathed by Swami Vivekananda, namely, ‘selfless service is the
real worship of God in man’, ‘for one’s own liberation and for the welfare of
the world’, Ramakrishna Mission has been silently serving the society since its
inception for nearly 116 years and now well known as an established and
accepted charitable, philanthropic, non-profit, non-governmental organization

started by Swami Vivekananda.

A University at Belur Math, the international headquarters at Belur Math, was
envisioned by Swami Vivekananda himself nearly 111 years ago, in recognition of
which RKMVU has recently been awarded the tag of a ‘Special Heritage University’
by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), Government of India, as
recently announced by a press release on 1 July 2013, with certain privileges in the
matter of governance and special grant. However, the official award letter in this
regard is yet to be issued by MHRD/UGC.

RKMVU was declared by the Ministry of Human Resource Development,
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Government of India as an institution deemed-to-be-University by a Gazetted
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Notification dated 5 January 2005 under Section 3 of University Grants Commission
(UGC) Act, 1956.

It should be especially noted that RKMVU is neither self-financing, nor a recipient of
any regular funding from any governmental agency. It is thus, not to be construed as a

“private' university, nor a government-funded "grant-in-aid" institution.

RKMVU, however, has been receiving some one-time grant from UGC for
infrastructural development, books and journals, furniture and equipment, staff
salaries, etc. during the XI and XII plan periods. Well-wisher donors, admirers and
devotees of Ramakrishna-Vivekananda ideology also support the University through
donations and institution of scholarships for meritorious and needy students.

All the regular faculty members of the University are paid salaries at the UGC scales.
Selection of faculty also stringently follows norms set forth by the UGC, and focuses
on academically motivated teachers with an equal zeal for both teaching and research.
Since the intake of students for the postgraduate courses is quite small (20-25),
meticulous personal attention is paid by the teachers to the progress of each student,
both his academic progress as well as his development as a human being with higher

human values.

Students of the University are charged minimal and very modest tuition fees which do
not add up to any substantial fraction of the expenses involved in providing them the
quality education they are imparted. A number of scholarships, instituted by well-
wisher donors, are available for financially challenged students, wherein even this
small amount of tuition fee is waived, free accommodation and board provided,
together with a modest studentship to enable such students to continue with their
education. The University authorities collect funds from philanthropically minded
donors for this purpose, and the public at large respond enthusiastically with the
feeling that every paisa donated to Ramakrishna Mission will be well spent and
benefit the poor, needy and meritorious students. All these are in strict and happy
compliance with the noble ideals of selfless service set forth by Swami Vivekananda

whose great vision the University attempts to realize.

The Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University is a University with a difference:
it is vastly different from a so-called ‘private’ University. In fact, it is NOT a ‘private’

University as it is normally understood—a run-of-the-mill institution that is self-
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financing, profit-making, interested only in the so-called financial viable courses with
huge tuition and other fees charged to the students. To run such a University with no
regular governmental funding except some one-time grants, is a huge challenge and
struggle which Ramakrishna Mission has been facing over more than a century of its
inception, and the success story behind its achievement of excellence albeit all this
struggle is thanks its being solidly founded on the ideals of selfless service, truth and
purity of motive bequeathed to it by its great founder, Swami Vivekananda, the one
aim of the education imparted by the University being, in Swamiji’s own words, “the
manifestation of the Perfection already in man”, enabling students, especially those
from the disadvantaged and underprivileged sections of the society, to realize their
full potential of Perfection through character-building, ‘man-making education’.

CONDUCTING FIELD WORK:

The field work was participatory in nature. The researcher visited the Ramakrishna
Mission Vivekananda University, Belur Math, in working days from August 11, 2016
to make thorough interaction with the authorities and the various functionaries,
including beneficiary students, teachers, members of community and non-teaching

staff on the variables and aspects of the study.
OBSERVATIONS ON KEY ASPECTS

Academic Climate: The objectives for which the University is established are
derived essentially from the educational objectives of the Ramakrishna Mission itself,
under whose registration and aegis the Institute is being started, to actualize Swami
Vivekananda’s educational vision of ‘man making’ and ‘character building’ to
produce men and women of all-round personalities with harmonious development of
heart, head and hand—the emotional, intellectual and practical faculties inherent in a
person—through imparting holistic education and training that would integrate and
synthesize the best elements of the East and West. Being under the aegis of
Ramakrishna Mission, a worldwide movement silently serving in various spheres for
over a century, the Institute should be contemplated as a movement rather than merely
an academic institution, so that the students educated and trained in it should not
merely be academicians and scholars, however brilliant, but participants in the
enormous task of nation building—rebuilding India through building of individual

character, cast in the mould of harmony and synthesis of knowledge, love and work—
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head, heart and hand: “brains to conceive, heart to feel and hands to work in Swami
Vivekananda’s words. More specifically, therefore, some of the objectives of the
University are: i) to impart, promote, undertake and provide for instruction, training
and the study of arts, philosophy, sciences, social sciences etc. or any other branches
of learning as it may deem fit for cultivation and dissemination of knowledge; ii) to
undertake, promote and provide for research and for the advancement of knowledge;

iii) to impart instruction and training particularly in areas having special bearing on
the uplift of the underprivileged sections of the society; iv) to impart and provide for
instruction and courses meant for marginalized and weaker sections of society, the
aim here being to give them education and provide them the training adequate for
helping them to ‘stand on their own feet’ as envisaged by Swami Vivekananda; v) to
strive for the inculcation of higher human values in both the youths and adults, with a
view to raising the quality of people of the country as also of the world at large; vi) to
train and educate the youths to become worthy global citizens as well as to be able to
effectively participate in the enormous task of nation building—rebuilding India
through the building of individual character, cast in the mould of harmony, synthesis
and peace. vii) to do all such other acts and things as may be necessary or desirable to
further the objects of Ramakrishna Mission in particular reference to education as

envisioned by Swami Vivekananda.

These ‘thrust areas’ will therefore be operationalized through Specialized Faculty
Centres located at various Ramakrishna Mission Centres (all of which are branch
Centres of Ramakrishna Mission headquartered at Belur Math) which have developed
expertise in these areas. These Centres will be ‘Off-Campus’ Centres approved by
UGC/MHRD as required by UGC Regulations for Deemed Universities. So far the
University has the following Campuses housing the Specialized Faculties devoted the
various ‘thrust areas’: (1) Belur Main Campus: Mathematical Sciences (Physics,
Mathematics, Computer Science), Indian Heritage (Sanskrit, Indian spiritual heritage,
yoga, classical music) (2) Coimbatore Campus: Disability Management and Special
Education, General & Adapted Physical Education and Yoga, Agriculture and Rural
Development (3) Ranchi Campus: Agriculture, Rural & Tribal Development,
Integrated Rural & Tribal Development and Management, Agricultural Bio-
technology (4) Narendrapur Campus: Agriculture & Rural Development, Integrated

Rural Development and Management, Agricultural Bio-technology (5) Kolkata
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Campus (at Swami Vivekananda’s Ancestral House and Cultural Centre):
Vivekananda Research Centre for doctoral and postdoctoral research Further, in the
effort to actualize Swami Vivekananda’s vision of blending ancient Indian Heritage
with modern sciences, the School of Indian Heritage and the School of Mathematical
Sciences have been juxtaposed to create a natural intermingling of the scholars of
these two great disciplines. The details of the ‘Faculties’ and the Courses/Programmes
under the above ‘Schools’ are as follows: (1) Disability Management and Special
Education, through ‘School of Rehabilitation Science and Physical Education’ with
the following Faculties: (i) Faculty of Disability Management and Special Education,
and (i) Faculty of General & Adapted Physical Education and Yoga, located at
Ramakrishna Mission Centre in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, (ii1) Faculty of ‘Sports
Science’ at Belur main campus, The above Faculties are running Diploma, Advanced
Diploma, B.Ed., M.Ed., M.Phil. and Ph.D. courses/programmes in Special Education,
Diploma, Advanced Diploma, B.P.Ed., M.P.Ed., M.Phil. and Ph.D.
courses/programmes in General and Adapted Physical Education and Yoga, Sports
Science, etc. (2) Integrated Rural & Tribal Development, through ‘School of
Agriculture and Rural Development’ with following Faculties: (i) Faculty of
Integrated Rural Development and Management, including Agricultural Bio-
technology, located at Ramakrishna Mission Centre at Narendrapur, Kolkata, West
Bengal, and (ii) Faculty of Integrated Rural & Tribal Development and Management,
including Agricultural bio-technology, located at Ramakrishna Mission Centre at
Ranchi, Jharkhand, (iii) Faculty of Agricultural Research and Education at
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, The above Faculties are running M.Sc. and Ph.D.
courses/programmes in ‘Agriculture and Rural Development’, ‘Agriculture, Rural and
Tribal Development’, and ‘Agricultural Bio-technology’, B.Sc. in Agriculture, with
plans to start M.Sc. (Ag) and Ph.D. in Agriculture. (3) Indian Spiritual and Cultural
Heritage including Value Education, through ‘School of Indian Heritage’ with the
following Departments: (i) Department of Sanskrit Studies, (ii) Department of Indian
Spiritual Heritage, (iii) Department of Ancient Indian Scientific Heritage, (iv)
Department of Yoga Studies and Research, (v) Department of Classical Music with
special emphasis on Dhrupad, (vi) Department of Value Education located at the
Belur main campus in West Bengal, and ‘School of Humanities & Social Sciences’
with the following Departments: (i) Department of Bengali Studies, and (ii)

Department of Philosophical Studies, both at the Belur main campus. These
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Departments are running Certificate, Diploma, Integrated 5-year M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.
courses/programmes in Spiritual Heritage of India, Upanishads, Bhagavad-Gita,
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sanskrit (Integrated 5-year M.A.course completed taught in
Sanskrit medium), Ph.D. in Sanskrit Studies with special reference to Vedanta,
Vyakarana (Grammar), Ph.D. in Bengali Studies, etc. (4) Fundamental Science
Education and Research, through ‘School of Mathematical Sciences’ with the
following Departments: (i) Department of Mathematics, (i) Department of Computer
Science, (iii) Department of Data Science and (iv) Department of Physics, All these
Departments are located at the Belur main campus, and at Coimbatore Centre and are
running M.Sc., M.Phil. and Ph.D. courses/programmes in Physics, Mathematics,
Computer Science and Big Data Analytics. (5) Language and Literature, Economics,
History, Sociology, Philosophy, etc., through ‘School of Humanities and Social
Sciences’ (in the process of formation), to be located at Belur main campus, (6)
Environmental Science and Disaster Management, through ‘School of Environment
and Disaster Management’ located at Belur main campus and Ramakrishna Mission
Centre at Narendrapur, Kolkata, West Bengal, running Ph.D. courses/programmes in

Environmental Sciences (with emphasis on climate change and human health issues).

Library: Apart from various libraries in its various campuses the Belur math main
campus is planning for a ‘Vivekananda Archives’. It will be an integral part of the
Central Library Complex in the Belur Main Campus located in the 1st and 2nd floors
of the new building complex called Prajna Bhavan. It is intended to preserve archival
material concerning RamakrishnaVivekananda in particular and Indian Spiritual and
Cultural Heritage in general. The Conservation Room of the Archives will have about
100 sg.m. Central cooling systems will be in place to create and preserve the
environment needed for preserving the archival material. Contiguous to the
Conservation Room will be a Laboratory equipped facilities for fumigation and de-
acidification. An office room will be provided for administrative purposes.
‘Vivekananda Archives’ of the University will be meant for preservation and
conservation of rare books and manuscripts in the areas as stated above, namely,
Ramakrishna-Vivekananda in particular and Indian Spiritual and Cultural Heritage in
general. Apart from preserving the hard copies, computerized (soft) copies of the rare
archival material using the latest techniques will also be made. At present, the

University has quite an impressive collection of rare books on Buddhist literature in
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Pali, Singali, Thai, etc. There are also many rare books of different categories,
manuscripts etc. The focus areas in Indian Spiritual and Cultural Heritage will be
Yoga and Vedanta and a huge collection of rare books in these areas is envisaged.

Other facilities: The following is a typical list of facilities usually available for
students in any of the Faculty Centres of the University: Facilities for students are
namely Separate Hostel for men and women, Well Ventilated living rooms in the
hostel, Well-equipped university library, Computer lab and internet facility, Round
the clock security, Guidance and counselling and placement cell, Alumni association,
Canteen, Stationery shop in the campus, Photocopy facilities, Special coaching for
weak students, Supervision and guidance by resident teacher in hostels,
Meditation/Prayer hall, Yoga and Fitness centre, Gymnasium, Open space and
greenery, Opportunity to participate in community work, Opportunity to participate in
Seminar, workshop and youth camp, Spoken English and Spoken Hindi class, Display
of Information about man power requirement in the field of special education through
notice board (in case of Coimbatore Centre only) While the above chart gives a

general idea, more specifically, the facilities provided in the individual.

Off-campus Centres are given below: At Narendrapur Faculty Centre Facilities for
students Classroom facility: Computer for individual classrooms; access to high speed
braodband internet connection; A-V instructional devices like OHP, LCD Projector;

occassional screening of documentary films on developmental issues.

Laboratory: Tissue Culture laboratory, Biofertilizer laboratory, Biopesticides

production unit, Biocontrol Laboratory; Soil testing laboratory.

Field practicals: Access to agricultural (organic farming) and dairy farms for practical
Access to cultivate in Poly house Mushroom: Production of both spawn and

mushroom as their practical.

Medicinal garden: For practical on medicinal and aromatic plants o Exposure to an

Apiary unit Vermicompost unit: Exposure to Solid waste management

Village and Industrial placement: Students are provided with food and lodging facility
during their Villege and industrial placement including different centres of the RKM-
LSP (an Ashrama Unit) during field visits.
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Library: Access to 8478 books, 13 Journals and 22 Periodicals, 3 Newspaers, apart
from occassional lendings from British Council Library, Kolkata and American

Library, Kolkata.

Free primary healthcare facilities within the campus At Ranchi Faculty Centre
Facilities for students are as follows:

Classroom facility: A-V instructional devices like OHP, LCD Projector; occassional

screening of documentary films on developmental issues.
Access to Broad-band Internet connectivity.

Laboratory: Tissue Culture laboratory, Biofertilizer laboratory, Soil testing laboratory,

Bio-control laboratory

Field practicals: Access to agricultural (organic farming) and dairy farms for practical.

o0 Propagation under Shed Net.

Mushroom: Production of both spawns and mushroom as their practical.
Medicinal garden: For practical on medicinal and aromatic plants.

Apiary unit: For practical on beekeeping.

Vermicompost unit: Exposure and practical classes to vermicompost production.

Village and Industrial placement: Students are provided with food and lodging facility
during their Village placement including different adopted villages of RKM Ashrama,
Ranchi. Library: Access to nearly 25000 books, 100 Journals and periodicals and

newspapers.
Free primary healthcare facilities within the campus.

Researches, Collaborations and International exposure: 'Special Education’—
Research programme conducted in collaboration with Christopher Blinder Mission
(CBM), Germany, UNDP sponsored study, UNESCO Chair on ‘Inclusive Adapted
Physical Education, Special Olympics and Yoga’

1. In 1999, even before the institute became a deemed university, collaboration
with the CBM International culminated in a unique project to develop a
common sign language for deaf persons in India. The research team gathered

data from 42 places from all over India and brought out the first Indian Sign
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Language Dictionary consisting of 2500 signs for 1600 commonly used words
and phrases. The dictionary has proved a boon to deaf children and adults
towards the promotion of sign language as an option in education.
Subsequently, the institute completed work in the development of sign
language dictionary for banking terminologies and technical sign language

dictionary

2. The institute completed a major research study in spport of and recommending
credit accumulation system for special education courses recognized by the
Rehabilitation Council of India.

3. Completed a UNDP sponsored study on Status of Educational Services for
Persons with Disabilities in India in collaboration with the National Institute

for the Mentally Handicapped, Secunderabad.

4, UNESCO has shown keen interest in creating a UNESCO Chair in our
University in the specialized faculty, ‘Inclusive Adapted Physical Education,
Special Olympics and Yoga’—the first of its kind in Asia. A copy of the email
dated 3 August 2009 from the Coordinator of UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs
Programme, Hassmik Tortian stationed at Paris, is enclosed as a supporting
document—See Annexure. The Chair will be created as soon as the
endorsement/support letter from the Government of India’s WNational
Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO reaches the UNESCO office at

Paris.

Recognizing the uniqueness of our University as an institution with social
commitment, a Europe-based Global Organization called ‘Global Network of
Universities for Innovation (GUNI) has given our University full membership of
GUNI.

The School of Mathematical Sciences in general and its Department of Mathematics
in particular, has already attained a great reputation as performing high quality
research. Mahan Maharaj, Professor of Mathematics, was awarded the prestigious
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
for his outstanding contribution in the field of Mathematics. More laurels followed: he
was awarded JC Bose Fellowship by the Department of Science & Technology,

Government of India and recently the Infosys Award. Although Mahan Maharaj
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subsequently left the University to join as Professor of Mathematics at Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mumbai, all his work leading to the above awards
were performed during his stay at the University with the all-out support and

encouragement of the University authorities.

Among the several programmes taken up out of our University’s urge for social
commitment is the activity for all-round welfare of children all over the world. For
this, we are linked to a global organization called Arigatou International, a Japanbased
organization with Secretariats in New York, Geneva and Nairobi. ‘Prayer and Action
for Children (PAC)’, is a wing of Arigatou International, along with its other wings:
‘Ending Child Poverty (ECP)’, ‘Global Network of Religions for Children (GNRC)’,
‘Ethics Education for Children (EEC)’. The Vice Chancellor of the University, Swami
Atmapriyananda, is a member of the Advisory Council of PAC and attends the annual
conferences of the Council held so far in various parts of the globe like New York,
Geneva, Tokyo, Panama City, etc. Under the inspiration and small financial support
of PAC, the University conducts a weeklong celebration on occasion of Children’s
Day, from 14—20 November every year, 14 November being the Children’s Day in
India and 20 November the Universal Children’s Day as declared by the United
Nations Organization. This week is called ‘Global Week for the Holistic Welfare of
Children’ and at present the University covers the entire State of West Bengal, all its
19 districts.

VIVEKDISHA: An ICT-based Network VIVEKDISHA is an information and
communication technology (ICT) -based network of Ramakrishna Mission
Vivekananda University, Belur, Howrah, West Bengal, India. VIVEKDISHA
formally started working from 4 July 2008. It is providing a single window —based
services like online education from secondary to undergraduate level, online teachers’
training, Spiritual Heritage programmes, telemedicine services and research
programmes. At present it has 21 VIVEKDISHA centres in West Bengal for Online
and offline education, teachers training and other activities. Among these six
Ramakrishna Mission centres are included. The University has the provision to
connect twenty five centres for videoconferencing through Internet Broadband facility
anywhere at any time on the globe. Twenty three groups are also attending our
Spiritual Heritage classes from abroad from different countries. Professors (an

exstudent of Ramakrishna Mission) from USA, UK are offering classes for RKM
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Vidyamandira, Belur students from time to time. Vivekdisha is currently working
with more than 10000 students. Our Vision @ All-round uplift of the community: We
want to bring the all-round development of all the people wherever we can reach
through our online services. We would like to uplift specially those who have been
neglected for their poverty and backwardness. Thus we have the vision to reach the
unreached as fast we can. 2 @ Serving global as well as rural people: We have the
idea to serve the vast expanse of mankind wherever they may be. @ Bringing
technology and knowledge directly to the door steps of people: Vivekdisha has its
next step in opening the educational doors to the world. It has already brought a new
type of collaborative and interactive learning experiences through its online classes
which may be expanded as Massive open online courses, commonly known as
MOOC. Vivekdisha is on a path to provide quality education from secondary and
beyond making the best use of current technological revolution. It can be replicated
and expanded throughout the globe for learners, educators and to the general mass as
well. We want to publish online interactive courses, online e-summer courses,
Blended courses and offer learners the opportunity to earn certificates of completion
or a degree from Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University. Vivekdisha has
already been uploading study materials on several subjects in different languages and
willing to create a Knowledge Incubator in the internet. It will enable the students to
learn at their own pace and time. The response to the current ongoing processes has
been encouraging as many students, faculty, staff, alumni, and well-wishers have
shown their faith in the immense possibilities of this new method. @ Breaking the
digital divide between urban and rural areas: Vivekdisha is trying to break the digital
divide in between urban and rural areas by providing quality education through online
classes, telemedicine services, creating digital libraries etc. in several places. Ongoing
Activities: The regular transmissions of various programs through the VIVEKDISHA
Centres have found enormous possibilities regarding an all-round development of the
locality. The regular programmes are being held from the expert centre at Belur Math.
(1) Online classes: Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Biology, Value Education, and
Communicative English for students of Classes six to twelve level are taught mostly
through multimedia presentations i.e., through texts, pictures, animations, real visual
clips, video recordings from laboratory or operation theatres to make teaching-

learning process more effective, joyful and fruitful. We believe that all learners can
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grow well in digital classrooms that are engaging, learning-focussed and inclusive.
The medium of instruction is either Bangla or English. Chemistry, Economics classes
for Undergraduate students conducted from USA and UK as per the requirements of
the students. (2) Content Generation: For School and college education: The contents
of the multimedia presentations of different Science subjects were developed in local
3 language Bangla or in English in order to fulfil local or national level need. The
content of the lessons was developed based on the syllabi of West Bengal Boards or
universities or All-India level Entrance exams. The main focus point of the content
generation is concept building and integrating different subjects or topics as per the
context of the lessons. (3) Youth Interaction across various regions: Students in these
online classes belonging to different regions of West Bengal or different States of our
country get the feeling of brotherhood and unity through interactions with a large
community of eager students all studying together under one particular teacher and
sharing the same study material. The common focus of these classes being science or
humanities education blended with value education. (4) Spiritual Heritage Programme
for International Audience: Vivekdisha is trying to cater the need of the devotees
residing in faraway places by log in to the online classes from their homes. At present
devotees of Sri Ramakrishna are joining the bilingual class on “Sri Sri Ramakrishna
Kathamrita” (The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna) and Rajyoga from different countries
like United Arab Emeritus (Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Sharjah), United States of America
(Cleveland, San Diego, Washington and Fargo) and Germany. (5) Bringing out
Integrated Science Text Books with modern ideas: We are keenly scrutinizing science
books that have been published at the secondary and higher secondary levels, and
trying to eliminate and correct certain fundamental errors that have crept into them
and unfortunately perpetuated for decades on end. VIVEKDISHA has published two
books on Science in Bangla of International standard to build students’ science
concepts with an integrated approach to various subjects the students learn at the
secondary level. (6) Value Education: Values imbibed in one’s own life make his/her
life valuable. To inculcate the attitude of practising higher ideals in life and to touch
the young minds as early as possible, we have started this value education
programme. Multimedia presentations were shown on Ramakrishna-Vivekananda
teachings for students of various age groups, along witha lively interactive session.
(7) Creation of Book Banks in different Schools: VIVEKDISHA has pioneered

groundbreaking channels to provide quality books and educational resources for free
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to schools serving children in need. (8) Online and Face to face Life Science Teachers
Workshops: Through conducting workshops VIVEKDISHA is assisting teachers in
the process of building capacity to 4 bring a positive change in teaching-learning
methods and to focus more on concept building rather than rote memory. (9) Paper
presented at National Conference on Communications: A paper named ‘Bridging the
Digital Gap in Rural India: VIVEKDISH- A Novel Experience’ was presented in the
National Conference on Communications in 2013. This had also been accepted in the
digital library of Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Xplore (IEEE
xplore). (10) International Programmes: To address widening health and social
inequalities, VIVEKDISHA at Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University
(RKMVU), Belur Math, and the Global HealthShare® (GHS) initiative at the
University of California, Davis (UCD) have begun a novel partnership to improve
public health education and outreach efforts and to promote research that will
contribute to nutritional health and increased food security in rural, low-income
regions adversely impacted by climate change and seasonal disasters. Through field
trial research this programme has already been able to recommend three varieties of
saline tolerant rice varieties for Aila-hit Sandeshkhali region of West Bengal to bring

back the sustainable agriculture in those areas

RAMAKRISHNA MISSION VIDYAPITH (CHENNAI)

Addressing the public of Madras on 14th of February 1897, on the topic "The Future

of India", Swami Vivekananda said:

"Education is not the amount of information that is put into your brain and runs roit
there, undigested, all your life. We must have life-building, man-making, character-
making assimilation of ideas. If you have assimilated five ideas and made them your
life and character, you have more education than any man who has got by heart a
whole library. If education is identical with information, the libraries are the greatest
sages in the world, and encyclopedias are the Rishis. The ideal, therefore, is that we
must have the whole education of our country, spiritual and secular, in our hands, and
it must be on national lines, through national methods as far as practical. Of course
this is a very big scheme, a very big plan. 1 do not know whether it will ever work out.

Young men of Madras, my hope is in you. Will you respond to the call of your
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nation? Each one of you has a glorious future if you dare believe me. Have a
tremendous faith, in yourselves, like the faith | had when | was a child, and which |
am working out now. Have that faith, each one of you, in yourself that eternal power

is lodged in every soul and you will revive the whole of India."

Education is not merely filling the brain with information that may remain undigested.
Education should bring in all-round development of the students and make them

worthy citizens of country.

The sight of hundreds of deserving young candidates denied education due to limited
number of good colleges caused a desire in the minds of some public-spirited people
to open a first grade college in the city, and that the college be called
VIVEKANANDA COLLEGE, after the great patriot-monk and founder of the

Ramakrishna Mission.

On an auspicous day of 21st June 1946, Swami Kailashanandaji Maharaj, the then
President of Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai ceremoniously inaugurated the College.
On 1st July 1946, the Professor, Philosopher, and President of India-to-be, Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan formally inaugurated the College and dedicated it to the cause of

quality education.

So, Vivekananda College began its humble march with 20 teachers and 339 students
with the prime motive of imparting man-making and character-building education and
combining the principles of secular knowledge and spiritual knowledge. The college

then offered just 4 undergraduate courses.

Those public-spirited gentlemen who founded the College turned over to the
Ramakrishna Mission and entrusted the College to Mission's loving concern and

nurturing care.

Thus, the ideal of Vivekananda College has been education with a difference,
admission policy without any prejudice, and administrative procedure without baised
preferences. No wonder, the College has blossomed into a Temple of Learning. The
close and continuous interaction between the monks of the Mission and the College

has steadily helped it mould itself on the lines of Swami Vivekananda's Vision.

What began with just five rooms with an area of 5000sq ft in 1946 can today boast of

a Main Block, Brahmananda Block, Shivananda Block, a Mathematics Block, Life
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Sciences Block, a Sanskrit Block, a Obul Reddy Auditorium Block, a Library Block,
and a Sports Complex. The College has quite spacious rooms for Theory and Practical
classes. The College has a lush green turf cricket ground, tennis courts and a
gymnasium with state of the art equipment. It also has well-equipped computer
laboratories and internet facilities.

Man-making and character building are the bricks and spiritual and patriotic
education are the mortar of this edifice; but it began with a strength of 20 teachers and
339 students. Today the College has on its rolls no less than 3000 students in 11
Graduate and 7 Post Graduate programmes in the day college.

Monks of erudition, experience and vision have headed the Managing Committee.
Swami Kailashanandaji Maharaj, President, Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai, was the
first President of the Managing Committee. Eminent Academicians and scholars,
scientists and mathematicians of global repute have been the Principals of the
College.

The Silver Jubilee of the College was celebrated for three days from 11th September
1971. The Celebrations were inaugurated by the then President of India, Sri V V Giri,
and Sri K K Shah, the then Governor of Tamil Nadu, Swamis Kailashanandaji and
Tapasyanandaji and Sri V R Nedunchezhian, the then Education Minister of Tamil

Nadu participated.

The Golden Jubilee of the College was a serene function held on 23rd June 1996.
Swami Gautamanandaji Maharaj, President of Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai,

inaugurated the celebrations.

Since 2002, the College offer degree programmes in plant biology, and plant
biotechnology (as against conventional botany course), advanced zoology and

biotechnology (in place of the zoology course).

The Academic Year 2005-2006 saw the completion of sixty years of service by
Vivekananda College and it was decidedto have a year long Diamond Jubilee
celebrations starting from the National Youth Day on 12th January 2006. A series of

meetings with Alumni and Staff were held in this connection.

The Diamond Jubilee Celebrations Celebrations comenced with fervour with the

inauguration by Dr. M.A.M.Ramswamy, Hon'ble Member of Parliament (Rajya
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Sabha) and Pro-Chancellor, Annamalai University and an alumus of our College. Sri
T. S. Naraynaswamy, Chairman and M.D. Indian Overseas Bank and Sri S.
Gurumurthy, Columnist (both alumni) gave keynote and special addresses
respectively. Internatinal and National level seminars were organized by different
departments of the College as part of the Celebrations.

A two day Exhibition titled ENRICH 2006 was arranged during 6th and 7th October
2006. Different departments organized special lectures as part of jubilee bringing
people known for their achievements, to inspire our youngsters. Drama Festival was

held as part of jubilee at Narada Gana Sabha, Chennai, for 4 days from 10.8.06.

The valedictory was slated during September 2007. A staffday was arranged on
21.8.07 in which most of the retired and serving staff members were presented with
thier family members wherein special mementos were presented to the staff present,

followed by a special lunch.

The yearlong Celebrations culminated wtih a weeklong programme during 7.9.07 to

12.9.07. High profile dignitaries, both from the Government and non-governmental
organizations partication in these functions. These included three governors from
Chattisgarh, Tamilnadu and Kerala. The highlight of these programmes was that
many of the dignitaries were alumni of the College. Apart from the addresses by these
dignitaries, each day ended with a carnatiusic programme, all the performers being
leading carnatic artists and also alumni of the College. The occasion was also graced
by many monks of the Ramakrishna Order from various branches in India. An

exhibition of old photographs of the events of yesteryears was also arranged
CONDUCTING FIELD WORK:

The field work was participatory in nature. The researcher visited the Ramakrishna
Mission Vivekananda University, Belur Math, in working days from July 7 to July 9,
2016 to make thorough interaction with the authorities and the various functionaries,
including beneficiary students, teachers, members of community and non-teaching

staff on the variables and aspects of the study.
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OBSERVATIONS ON KEY ASPECTS

Academic Climate: Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda College is one of the very
few colleges that still caters to higher and advancred studies in subjects like
Philosophy and Sanskrit. The College has a reputation for maininting exemplary
discipline in the campus and for achieving consistently high standards of academic

performance.

Based on Swami Vivekananda's principle of combining science and spirituality, this
college, while offering courses of study which would enable the students to make a
decent living and stand on their own feet, also caters to the total needs of a student in
terms of his personality development. "The ideal of service of man in the spirit of
worship of God as a way of manifestation of one's own divinity and the idea of the
class room as a place of workship of the divine sparks in the students by the blazing
fire of divinity in the teacher through the imparting of knowledge and counselling” is
stressed in this college. The various programmes offered in the college aim at this

holistic approach.

Swami Vivekananda’s Philosophy of man-making education forms the basis and
directive principle of our course—content. The syllabi of our courses have been framed
with a view to mould the character and skills of the students and to enable them to
become good, productive and dutiful citizens. At the beginning of every semester the
faculty prepare a lesson plan. The lesson plan is perodically reviewed for ensuring its

implementation and necessary changes are made whenever required.

The Day College, affiliated to the University of Madras, is offering courses of study
in various disciplines under the autonomous scheme leading to B.A., B.Sc., B.Com.,
M.A., M.Sc., M.Phil., and Ph.D degrees.

It offers five under-graduate courses in Humanities and Languages, five in Physical

and Natural Sciences and one in Commerce with two sections.
Post Graduate courses are offered in three Humanities and four Sciences disciplines.

The departments of Botany, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Economics,

Philosophy and Sanskrit offer research programmes.
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The Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda College occupies a place of prominence
among the educational activities of the Ramakrishna Mission in India. It was formally
opened on 21st June 1946.

The Evening College was started in 1974 with 140 students, with a view to meet the
demand for certain courses of study such as Computer Science, Commerce and Bio-

Chemistry.

The College has quite spacious rooms for Theory and Practical classes. The College
has a lush green turf cricket ground, tennis courts and a gymnasium with state of the
art equipment. It also has well-equipped computer laboratories and internet facilities.

Monks of erudition, experience and vision have headed the Managing Committee.
Swami Kailashanandaji Maharaj, President, Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai, was the
first President of the Managing Committee. Eminent Academicians and scholars,
scientists and mathematicians of global repute have been the Principals of the
College.

Based on Swami Vivekananda's principle of combining science and spirituality, this
college, while offering courses of study which would enable the students to make a
decent living and stand on their own feet, also caters to the total needs of a student in
terms of his personality development. "The ideal of service of man in the spirit of
worship of God as a way of manifestation of one's own divinity and the idea of the
class room as a place of workship of the divine sparks in the students by the blazing
fire of divinity in the teacher through the imparting of knowledge and counselling” is
stressed in this college. The various programmes offered in the college aim at this

holistic approach.

Swami Vivekananda’s Philosophy of man-making education forms the basis and
directive principle of our course—content. The syllabi of our courses have been framed
with a view to mould the character and skills of the students and to enable them to
become good, productive and dutiful citizens. At the beginning of every semester the
faculty prepare a lesson plan. The lesson plan is periodically reviewed for ensuring its

implementation and necessary changes are made whenever required.

The College supplements the lecture method of teaching with other learner centered

teaching methods such as interactive participative dialogue, participation in seminars,
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quizzes, group discussions, debates, language skill development programmes, visits to

premier institutions of advanced learning, audio visual programmes etc.

The College through its foundation courses in English and other languages and the
training and guidance provided in writing, reviewing and presentation on various

platform trains the students in a holistic manner.

Students of the College haul in honours both in academic and in co-curricular
activities. University ranks in academics and University blues in sports are a
handsome number. More than half the faculty are doctrates. Many faculty have taken
part in International seminars in different countries. Some have been visiting
professors at foreign universities. There is international recognition for the
departments and academic-industrial interface has a healthy history.

The College has a reputation for maintaining exemplary disclipline in the campus and

for achieving consistently high standards of academic performance.

The Evening colleges is affiliated to the University of Madras and offer instruction in
English medium and admit only men students. The UGC granted autonomy to this
institution from the academic year 2004-2005 for all the courses affiliated to the

University of Madras.

In 2003, the institution was accredited by the National Assessment and Accreditation
Council, New Delhi. The college was granted autonomous status to all undergraduate
and postgraduate courses up to M.Phil, by the University Grants Commission, in
2004-2005. With the conferment of autonomy, the College is striving its best to

impart holistic education rather than mere academic knowledge and skills.

During the academic year 2005-06, two new courses B.Com in Accounting and

Finance and B.Com in Bank Management were added.
The Evening College offers eight UG programmes and two PG programmes.

The college has made a name for itself in the realm of higher education. It has carved
out a niche in the hearts of the people of Chennai which can be witnessed at the

commencement of every academic year.

The College has strong Industry-Institute link with companies like SPIC, Amurtanjan,
HP etc.
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Swami Vivekananda defined education as the 'manifestation of perfection already in
man'. The vision is to actualize Swami Vivekanda's fundamental educational ideals of
imparting life-building, man-making, and character-building education. We strive to
develop an educational system wherein the rich and spiritual heritage of our country
with its hoary tradition of values like sacredness of knowledge, shraddha, purity,
devotion of truth, etc., are taught on the one hand; and on the other, are taught the
western values of scientific temper, rational investigation into the truth of the world
we live in, objectivity of approach through science and technology, work efficiency,

team work, etc.

Table-16 (Courses offered in the Day College by Vidyapith, Chennai)

SINo | Name of Course | Year | Type Nature Sanctioned Annual
Started | (FT/PT) | (Aided/Self | Strength Fees
Fin.) (inRs.)

1 B.A. in Sanskrit | 1946 FT Aided 11 265

2 B.A.inEnglish | 1979 | FT Aided 55 265

3 B.A.inH.S. 1970 | FT Aided 55 265

4 B.A. in 1946 | FT Aided 77 265
Economics

5 B.A. in 1951 | FT Aided 55 265
Philosophy

6 B.Com. 1947 | FT Aided 154 265

7 B.Sc.inMaths | 1946 | FT Aided 77 515

8 B.Sc. in Physics | 1946 | FT Aided 55 565

9 B.Sc. in 1947 | FT Aided 55 615
Chemistry

10 B.Sc. 1946 | FT Aided 55 565
in P.B.&P.B.

11 B.Sc. 1980 | FT Aided 55 565
in A.Z.&B.T.

12 M.A. in 1958 | FT Aided 11 815
Sanskrit

13 M.A. in 1946 | FT Aided 22 815
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Economics

14 M.A. in 1958 FT Aided 17 815
Philosophy

15 M.Sc. in 1958 FT Aided 22 1065
Mathematics

16 M.Sc. in 1981 FT Aided 11 1515
Physics

17 M.Sc. in 1961 FT Aided 13 1665
Chemistry

18 M.Sc. 1977 FT Aided 13 1515
in P.B.&P.B.

19 M.Phil. in 1980 | FT Aided 12 1065
Economics

20 M.Phil. in 1980 | FT Aided 12 1065
Sanskrit

21 M.Phil. in 1980 | FT Aided 12 1615
Botany

22 M.Phil. in 1976 | FT Aided 12 1065
Philosophy

23 M.Phil. in 1980 | FT Aided 12 1615
Mathematics

24 M.Phil. in 2004 | FT Aided 12 1615
Physics

25 Ph.D. in 1980 | FT Aided 16 1200
Economics

26 Ph.D. in 1980 | FT Aided 32 1200
Sanskrit

27 Ph.D. in Botany | 1980 | FT Aided 24 1750

28 Ph.D. in 1976 | FT Aided 16 1200
Philosophy

29 Ph.D. in 1980 | FT Aided 16 1750
Mathematics

30 Ph.D. in Physics | 2004 | FT Aided 32 1750

172




31 Ph.D. in - FT Aided 16 1750
Chemistry

The Evening College currently has Department of Commerce, Department of
Accounting & Finance, Department of Bank Management, Department of Corporate
Secreataryship, Department of Business Administration, Department of Computer
Science, Department of Biochemistry and Department of Social Work.

All the departments have department associations/committees which apart from the
regular meetings for solving the problems of students and faculty also organize
lectures by eminent persons. They conduct cultural programmes, quiz competitions,
exhibitions etc.

There is a strong link among the departments with interdisciplinary approach for the

courses.

The Departments organize meetings/informal discussions and lectures of
distinguished alumni, educationalists, academicians and industrialists and obtain their
suggestions. These suggestions are reviewed by the departments and suitable
inputs/changes are incorporated. The outcome of these meetings has also helped the

teachers to adapt themselves to the new teaching methods.

The Departments follow a self-appraisal method for evaluation of the performance of
the teaching, research and extension. The part-time teachers are selected based on
merit and by performance in a seminar/model lecture. The teachers are encouraged to
attend refresher courses, National and International seminars and orientation
programmes. The departments also conduct various refreshers programmes and

organize seminars and conferences.

The Departments conduct Parent-Teacher meetings to appraise the parents about the
performance and conduct of their wards and arranges for counselling and guidance to

the weaker students.

Every department has formed an Association with the intention to use it as a forum to
provide proper exposure to the students, develop their skills, enhance healthy
competition among them, develop team spirit and train the students to prepare to face

the outside world.
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The following Department Associations are operational in the Evening College.

1. Commerce Association

2. Corporate Secretaryship Association
3. Accounting & Finance Association
4, Bank Management Association

5. Business Administration Association
6. Computer Science Association

7. Bio-chemistry Association

Table-17 (Courses offered in the Evening College by Vidyapith, Chennai)

SINo | Name of Course | Year | Type Nature Sanctioned
Started | (FT/PT) | (Aided/Self Fin.) | Strength

1 B.Com. (General) | 1974 | FT Self Fin. 210

2 B.Com. in AF. 2005 FT Self Fin. 140

3 B.Com. in B.M. 2005 FT Self Fin. 70

4 B.Com. in C.S. 1999 FT Self Fin. 70

5 B.B.A. 2004 FT Self Fin. 70

6 B.C.A. 1999 FT Self Fin. 50

7 B.Sc.in C.S. 1999 FT Self Fin. 50

8 B.Com. in C.A. 2012 FT Self Fin. 50

9 B.Com.inl.S.M | 2012 FT Self Fin. 50

10 M.S.W 2010 FT Self Fin. 20

Department of Social Work had its inception on 2nd August 2010. At present the
department offers two specializations, namely, Human Resource Management and
Community Development. The Department offers M.S.W course. The department has
computers for the use of staff and students with internet facility. It also has an
excellent library with many collections in this area. The Department Library has more
than 240 books for the benefit of the students.

The objectives of the department are:
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«To instruct the Social Work students in the relevant subjects of present day social

work
+To utilize all teaching methods to equip the students

+To prepare candidates for a career in social work through a professional training

programme.
«To produce a disciplined youth community

«To work for the community through outreach programmes

Library: The Library has a collection of more than 93,000 books out of which 5000
books were donated by T. T. Krishnamachari and has rare collection. The Library
subscribed to more than 80 national and international journals. The Library is being

computerized.

As a step towards modernization, re-engineering of the collection available in the
General Library has been carried out from 1st April 2009 and we have completed by
October 2011.

Residential facilities: The Vidyapith Hostel is run under the supervision and
guidance of the monastic warden. The Hostel provides the necessary atmosphere for
learning and spiritual growth. Prayers are held regularly in the mornings and
evenings. The Jayanti's of Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sarada Devi, Swami
Vivekananda and Swami Ramakrishnananda are celebrated solemnly with speeches
by the monks, Principal and other eminent speakers. Festivals relating to various
deities are duly celebrated. The Hostel also has a library of its own and subscribes to a
number of journals, magazines and newspapers, both English and Tamil. Recreational
facilities like Gymnasium and indoor games are also available. Some students are

being given free board and lodging and some others are given concession.

Other facilities: Generally, social workers can be employed in every aspects of the

community. Some of them are: Addictions Treatment, Adoptions & Foster Care,
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Advocacy , Child Abuse, Child Welfare, Chronic Pain , Community Mental health ,

Consulting , Criminal Justice , Crisis Intervention, Developmental Disabilities,

Disaster Relief, Domestic Violence, Eating Disorders, Employee Assistance, Family

Planning, Family Preservation Services, Genetics, Gerontology Services, HIV/AIDS,

Homeless Family Assistance, Hospice and Palliative care, Hospital / Medical Social

Work, Housing Assistance, In -Home Services, Mental Health Therapy, Military

Social Work, Parent Education, Political Development, Private Practice, Public

Welfare, Rural Social Work, School Social Work, Veterans’ Services.

Opportunities in Human Resource Management: One who is specialized in
Human resource management will be employed in Public and Private sectors,
multinational companies and even in nationalized banks in the following
cadres: Training Officer, Public Relations Officer, Labour Welfare Officer,
Assistant Personnel Officer, Personnel Officer, Officer in CSR related
activities, HR Executive, Assistant Manager, Manager, Senior Manager,
Assistant General Manager, Deputy General Manager, General Manager,
Vice- President and President.

Opportunities in Community Development: The students with community
development specialization are having scope in voluntary organizations,
charitable trusts, funding agencies like UNICEF, WHO, public and private
sectors, rural and urban entrepreneurs and even they can start their own
organizations. Few positions are: Community Organizer, Community
Development Officer, District Co-ordinator, Programme officer, Liasoning
officer, Field officers, Fund raising officer, Event officer, Manager, Public
relation officer, Officer in CSR related activities, Block Development Officer,
Extension Educator, Project Officer, Project Director, Monitoring Officer and
Evaluator.

Opportunities in Teaching and Research: They can also have their career in
teaching and research after completing their M.Phil / Ph. D / National
Eligibility Test (NET) / State Eligiblity Test (SET) as Lecturer, Reader,
Professor, Social scientist, Research officer, Health education officer, Junior
Research Fellowship (JRF) and Senior Research Fellowship (SRF),

Investigator, Project fellow and School social worker.
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Head of the respective departments are the President of the above said associations.
The students are expected to take part actively in all the programmes of the respective

associations.

These associations are formally inaugurated every academic year. They conduct a
number of career and development oriented programs including seminars, paper

presentations, special lectures by Industry Experts, Educational Consultants, etc.
Researches, Collaborations and International exposure:

Vivekananda Institute of Tropical Mycology (VINSTROM): Service through Science
is the motto of VINSTROM, a research unit of the Ramakrishna Mission vidyapith,
chennai. This Institute is engaged in the study of microfungi existing in less-studied
habits and environment of the country. Currently, its research focus is on the diversity
and biotechnological potential of these fungi. In addition to conducting research,
VINSTROM trains students in basic mycological techniques including isolation,
identification and preservation of fungi.

VINSTROM houses about 850 fungal cultures isolated from marine sponges,
seaweeds, and endophytic fungi of trees of the Western Ghats and Arunachal Pradesh
and mangrove forest of Tamilnadu. In India, VINSTROM has research collaborations
with IIT Madras, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, International Centre for
Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology, New Delhi, Thapar University, Patiala,
University of Agricultural Sciences, GKVK, Bangalore, Manipal Life Science centre,
Karnataka and Rajiv Gandhi University, Arunachal Pradesh. At the International
level, VINSTROM has research collaborations with the University of Muenster,
Germany, Georg-August-University, Gottingen, Germany, Helmholtz Center for
Infection Research, Braunschweig, Germany, Arizona State University, Tempe, USA,
Miami University, Ohio, USA, Stony Brook University, New York, USA, University

of New Brunswick, St.John, Canada, and the University of Sao Paulo, Brazil.

VINSTROM has published its research results in peer reviewed national and
international journals including Current Science, Fungal Diversity, Fungal Biology,
Fungal Biology Reviews, Canadian Journal of Microbiology, Botanica Marina,
Biodiversity & Conservation etc. Research papers of VINSTROM have been cited in

top-notch journals including Nature, PNAS, Evolution, PLoS etc.
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VINSTROM is recognized for its contribution to the understanding of the diversity
and life style of an ecological group of fungi called the endophytes. with various
research collaborators, VINSTROM has highlighted the technological potential of
endophytes; some of them produce novel chitin modifying enzymes and plant
biomass degrading enzymes, a few elaborate antipathogen and anticancer molecules,
while some of them have the potential to function as biocontrol agents. These
pioneering observations have provided substantial evidence for the continued and
more intense study of fungal endophytes. Research funding from the Department of
Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology of the Govt. of India has helped
VINSTROM immensely to create a genetic resource in the form of a fungal culture
collection obtained from less-studied and habits of India. One of the researchers of
VINSTROM was awarded the Fulbright Nehru senior Fellowship to work on fungal
enzymes and biofuel (2011-2012) and was invited to give the keynote address at the
COST EU meeting on endophytes in 2012. Scietists of VINSTROM have visited
Germany, Brazil, USA, and Panama among other countries to share their research
findings, to get trained in techniques and as research advisers. VINSTROM was
honoured by the visit of Prof.sidney Altman, Sterling Professor, Yale University and

Nobel Laureate in the year 2008.

Dr. R. Geeta, State Univ. of New York, Stony Brook, USA during her sabatical visit
to VINSTROM, gifted a high end computer. Dr. Barbara Schultz, Technical
University of Braunschweig, Germany, has gifted a one year subscription to the

British Jounal “Mycological Research”.

The Paper " Fungal Endophytes and Bio-Prospecting " published by Vivekananda
Institute of Tropical Mycology continous to be within the 10 Ranks of Top 25 Hottest
Articles published in Fungal Biology Reviews, a British Journal, from Jan - March
2010 listing to till date, securing 1st Rank for the Academic Year 2010, 5th Rank in
2011 and again 1st rank in 2012 Annual Years respectively.

Sports & Co-curricular Activities:

Vivekananda Study Circle:_The Study Circle was inaugurated in 1974 with a view to
inspire the staff and students of this College with the ideals of Sri Ramakrishna and
Swami Vivekananda. A regular study of the Ramakrishna - Vivekananda literature

and other important Hindu scriptures is done under the inspiring guidence of the
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Rector Maharaj. The student wing is studying Life and Works of Swami
Vivekananda. Students who attend classes regularly will get a certificate at the end.
Classese are generally held once or twice a week during lunch recess. Those who

want to join the Study Circle may contact the Professor-in-charge of the Study Circle.

Co-curricular Projects: There are seven projects functioning in the College.They are
namely Photographic Club, Public Speaking Club, Fine Arts Club, Numismatics &
Epigraphic Club and Viveka Nature Club

All the students and staff are eligible to become members of these clubs. The primary
objective of Co-curricular projects is to unearth the hidden talents of the students,
provide an all-round development in them and given them chance to express
themselves. Further particulars can be had from the Professor-in-charge of each

activity.

VIVEKA is the name of the College magazine brought out in March every year.
There is an Editorial Committee consisting of the Principal, a Chief Editor and some
members of the staff nominated by the Principal as the Assistant Editors and the

Student President of the College Union.

Articles (in English, Tamil, Sanskrit or Hindi, sketches and photographs by the
students, alumni and members of the staf are published in the magazine. Curricular of

the co-curricular activities of the College are also presented in the form of reports.

Apart from providing intellectual, physical, cultural and religious training to the
students, the College brings out through this Magazine the latent creative talents of
promising students by encouraging them to produce creative works of art and also
share their knowledge with others. In order to encourage self-expression by the
students, prizes are awarded to them for the best contributions every year. The
Magazine is a record of all the activities-curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricular,

that take place in a year.

All the students of the College are ipso facto members of the College Union. Public
lectures by distinguished persons and debates and discussons on current topics are
held under the auspices of the Union. A Speaker's Club is also run as an adjunct to the
Union. The Principal is the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Union.

Besides the Chairman and staff advisers, the Executive Committee will consist of the
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student President, the student Vice-President, and the student Secretary, duly elected
by the students of the College. Students seeking election to the Union should not have
arrears in Examinations. They should not have come under condonation or detention
during the previous years and should have put in atleast 75% attendance during the
current year until the announcement of the date of election. The activities of the
College Union should concentrate on the welfare of the students and their overall
personality development.

CORROBORATION OF DATA

Opinion of Swami Bhudevananda expressed as regards higher education and research

in Ramakrishna Mission in the conference held on 23™ October, 2016 in Belur Math:

1 Research activities form an integral part of today’s higher studies in all
streams. Those days are gone when the possession of the postgraduate degree itself in
any discipline was considered to be quite prestigious and sufficient enough to prove
one’s depth of knowledge in one’s own discipline. However, in the last twenty-five
years, knowledge in various disciplines has intricately diversified itself into
innumerable specialisations. These specialisations have opened up new vistas in front
of researchers. The University Grants Commission, apex body monitoring higher
education in India, has consequently laid huge emphasis on research activities and has

made it an integral part of career advancement in higher studies.

2 As a result of this, all universities and academic institutions offering courses in
higher studies witness these days long queues for PhD and MPhil courses.
Immediately after passing the MA/MSc/MCom examinations, all eligible students
now jostle to get registered in either of these two courses. They cannot be blamed, for
without sufficient proof of research, ie, an M Phil or a PhD degree, or publications in
journals having ISBN/ISSN numbers, nowadays, it is very difficult to qualify for
college or university teaching. So, everywhere, the number of registered scholars is
increasing daily, and supervisors are overburdened. As an inevitable result, the

proportion between scholars and supervisors is becoming largely imbalanced.

3 But this unusual increase in research activities has only been a quantitative
increase. With such a huge increase in the quantity, the quality of research is
suffering. Since grabbing a research degree at any cost has become the trend of the

day in all streams, the output of these researches, in most of the cases, is merely
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scholarly and serves academic interest alone. | feel that the scenario in our nation
today, presents largely a dismal picture in this context because most of these
researches are not directed to the benefit of the masses. Most of these works are not
defined by any spirit of service to mankind. This is equally true of both Science and
Humanities. So, while the university libraries are overflowing with theses, the society
continues to remain in a state of stasis, with none taking care of its sustainable

development.
4. Recommendations:

| think that it is precisely here that educational institutions run by the Ramakrishna
Mission can play a very responsible role. Our institutions should encourage all
researchers in the science stream to engage themselves in a meaningful bond with the
society at large. The motto of jagaddhitaya ca as propagated by Swamiji should be
the guiding principle in all our research laboratories. The learned supervisors should
ensure that all research projects are directed towards the holistic development of the
society as far as practicable. The Humanities departments, on the other hand, should
try to contribute their mite in this regard by integrating their research with a value
system that can ensure the moral health of the society. Contemporary ethos and its
systematic degeneration in contemporary society need to be explored in literature and
other social media. That is how researches in this stream can claim to have practical
utility and relevance. Scholastic theories are not the need of the hour, but the world at
large needs to be saved from physical, environmental and moral hazards. This should
be the bottom-line of all researches in all departments. Otherwise, investing money in
higher education would not only be wastage on the part of the government, it would
also be a treachery with mankind in general. The academic institutions run by the
Ramakrishna Mission have proved to be pathfinders in various ways. They have to
discharge a similar responsibility in research activities by channelizing them towards
an effective betterment of human life. There is no other way to achieve salvation for

mankind.
FINDINGS

1. The Higher Education institutions of the Mission are embodiments of true

academic atmosphere without being perturbed by any socio-political
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cumbrousness. They appear to be institutions of being different and making
difference.

As the flagbearers of the Ramakrishna Mission the institutions are keen enough
to take care of presence and peculations of universal values in the teaching
learning process and the daily activities of the institutions as well as the
students.

The only University of the Mission (Private) though came up within the last 10
years has 4 campuses (3 are off campuses i.e. Ranchi, Coimbatore and
Narendrapur) and altogether is devoted to various off the track subjects like
'Integrated Rural Development and Management', 'Integrated Rural and Tribal
Development and Management' and ‘Disaster Management’ etc. apart from
regular and general courses and subjects taught throughout the nation.

The University has a dedicated School of Indian Heritage which is devoted to
Sanskrit Studies, ancient Indian scientific heritage and Vedanta, particularly
the Upanishads and the Bhagavad-Gita.

The University also have many outreach programmes like VIVEKDISHA
which is an Information and Communication Technology-Based (ICT)
Network. The University has the capability to connect twenty-five centres for
videoconferencing through Broadband facility anywhere at any time on the
globe. The centre at RKMVU, Belur Math is the Expert Centre, while the other
centres in West Bengal and Jharkhand are participating centres specially
created to address a large number of students and patients.

All the Higher Education institutions run by the Mission are engaged in
research programmes (Major, Minor and Degree Awarding) and publishing
papers in various famed platforms. They are also extremely careful for the
timely upgrading and refreshing the faculties as well as students.

All the Colleges run by the Mission are of Post Graduate in nature and are of
‘A’ Graded by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council.

All The Colleges are Autonomous Colleges under their own parent universities
and thus enjoy liberty to prepare the course structures, conduct examinations
and publish results which enables them to ensure advancement in every sphere
of academic life.

In all the institutions the Monastics play the role either as Heads or as

supervisors and guides. The unsalaried, honorary and yet devoted to the core
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such Monks also acts at per alongside the academics of the institutions and are
the source of inspirations for all.
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