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PREFACE

Women play an important role in the social, cultural, economic and
political life of a country. Since time immemorial women have been involved in
the developmental process in our country but mostly in a very subtle way. The
popular saying, ‘Behind every successful man there is a woman’, make this
aspect amply clear. The Education Commission (1964-66) has rightly indicated
that ‘for full development of our human resources the improvement of homes and
for moulding the most impressionable years of infancy the education of women is
of ever greater importance than that of men. In the modern world, the role of
women goes beyond the home and the bringing up of children. She is now
adopting a career of her own and sharing equally with man the responsibility for

the development of society in all its aspects’.

Racial diversity has been one of the hallmarks of India from time
immemorial. Despite this diversity, there developed a sense of mutual unity and
cohesion among the diverse people living in different parts of the country. But
another major area where diversity was easily visible was in the field of
education and status of women in Indian society. Gender inequality is seen in
different parameters where women are lagging far behind than men. From Vedic
age to medieval period, there were no schools for common girls’, nor were they
encouraged by parents to go to teachers for completion of their education. The
introduction of English education in India brought about the great transformation
in female education in the 19" century though in the early days of East India
company education remained a neglected affair in India. 1820 is a memorable
year for every Indian when David Hare established a girls school at Calcutta.
After that pioneering work of missionaries, India came forward to lend support to
organize special schools for girls and thereby breaking the traditional resistance

to education of women.

India witnessed her freedom on August 1947, and with the dawn of
liberation and marching towards modernity, people expected that all conservative

mindsets and social irrational prejudices, among which gender discrimination is
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one, would fade away. In reality, entering into her 68™ years of independence, the
country is not free from multifarious problems which the plight of girl child is a
serious socio-cultural concern. Even today, 35% of girls are still illiterate as
discrimination against them plagues the country and extreme patriarchy has
robbed women of justice and equality, which only education and enlightenment

Can secure.

At the beginning of 20™ century our literacy rate was about 6% and it rose
to 74.04% in 2011. In 2011, the female literacy rate was 65.46% while male
literacy rate was 82.14%.

In the eighteenth century and early part of the nineteenth century
women’s education was not at all popular in Assam. Girls were mainly taught at
home about their work and responsibilities towards their home, family and
society. Only women from the affluent families received education mainly at
their homes. After independence, although many changes have come, the
utilization of human resources is low as most of them are illiterate and unskilled.
The women folk who form half of the population did not have the opportunities
to contribute to their share in the developmental process. The female literacy rate
started rising from 7.58% to 67.27% between the period 1951-2011. Although the
female literacy growth is satisfactory yet it is lagging behind that their male

counterparts.

In this study descriptive survey method was applied. In order to collect
data school information schedule, problem check list and interview schedule were

applied. Simple percentage has been applied to analyze the data.

In order to draw a representative sample for present study the techniques
of proportionate and satisfied random sampling have been used. For this purpose
455 students have been selected from 50 schools of Nagaon district. Out of which
276 were girls.

Among 27 districts of Assam, Nagaon is the most thickly populated
district. Total land area is 3973 km?. It has three sub-divisions, Nagaon, Kaliabor
and Hojai. The total population, 2,826,006 and female literacy rate is 69.21

percent.
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One of the important objectives of the present investigation is to study the
participation of girls in school. It is noticed in the present study that during the
session 2012-13, total enrolment of students in the 50 sampled schools of Nagaon
district is 21733 out of which 7347 are girls’. The total enrolment of girls’ in the
session is 33.81%. When the enrolment of girls’ is compared with the total

enrolment, one finds that the girls fall very short of equaling that of boys.

In order to achieve UEE the Government of India has initiated a number
of the programmes and projects. The present investigation also tries to find out
which programmes have been implemented to enhance access, through the
expansion of quality school education. It was found in the present study that all
the central government schemes are still not well implemented in Assam as well
as in Nagaon too. Programmes like SSA, ICT, MDMS, MS, QIS, SPQEM and
IDMI etc. were well implemented in Nagaon district. In Nagaon district, there are
three KVs and one NV. In Kendriya Vidyalaya Nagaon, the open schooling
programme is going on and this is the district head quarter of open school system.
In the present study it was found that 86% schools are under ICT scheme and
availed computer sets from government. In addition to these some non
government organizations like Nagaon Jan Shikshan Sansthan, Mahila Samata
Society and Gramya Puthibharal are constantly involved in expansion and
empowerment of girls’ education. Besides all these, Government of Assam has
provided bi-cycles for all girls students studying in class VIII-X from August
2013. Another most attractive post matric award for all students who scored
above 60% marks in HSLC examination is popularly known as ‘Anundoram

Borooah Award’.

During the study, the most appealing facility found was infrastructure. All
the 50 schools are functioning in their own school building. 86% schools have the
provision of co-curricular activities and students get encouragement from their
authority to participate in such. The study revealed that 84% schools had toilet
facility but only 38% had toilet with running water. The provision of free health
check-up facility was very disappointing in the schools visited only 24% schools
in the district provide free health services to their students. Mid-Day-Meal is one
of the most ambitious schemes of Government of India for universalization of

primary education. But only 64.6% girls get the benefit of the scheme. It was also
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found in the present study that 60% girl students get free uniform and 43.7% girls
get the benefit of free text-books at proper time. The study shows that there exists
rural / urban discrimination in distribution of different facilities. Urban schools

were found to be more benefited by various government facilities.

Community, being the grassroots level of our social structure, must come
to the fore front in the support of school education. School experiences can be
enriched by the community resources. Almost all the schools visited constituted
different school committees, with local people. But cooperation of parents and
other community persons was found to be 52% in the district. But the interviews
with parents, teachers and administrators revealed an affirmative behaviour

towards girls’ education.

Poverty and parents’ illiteracy are found to the major problems hindering
the growth of girls’ education in the district. After six decades of independence,
6% parents in Nagaon district are still unwilling to send their daughter to school.
Present study revealed that 24.8% girls still have to traverse. 3 kms and more to
reach school. A substantial 24.6% girls, which almost accounts for a quarter of
the total, have to look after their younger siblings at home and this makes them
irregular in their classes very often. It was found in the present study that 89.5%
girl students faced the problems of conversing with their teachers. The student-
teacher relationship which can create a congenial atmosphere in the school lags
behind. After so many government efforts and social awareness programmes, a
nominal number of parents still compelled their children to perform house hold
activities at the time when they should have been at school. The percentage of

such girl students was found to be 5.7%.

Promotion of girls’ education has been a concern of India since
independence. In this light, the central government and state governments,
institutions and organizations have been doing a lot for the progress of girls’
education. Women have miles to go to attain high status and nondiscriminatory
parity. Democracy is counterfeit if womanhood is devalued educationally,

politically, economically, socially and culturally.
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