6.1. Noun phrase

Chapter 6

Phrase Structure

Anal noun phrase consists of head noun or noun substitute, such as pronoun

without any other grammatical element. Moreover, the noun phrase can also be

formed by head noun with various postpositions, may be in the form of case

markers, as in (1)-(4). Interestingly, the head noun may be optionally preceded or

followed by modifiers like adjectival, numeral or quantifier. Therefore, it can be

said that the Noun Phrase in Anal is rather strictly head final. Some of the noun

phrases in Anal are illustrated in the following examples:

(M

2

3)

“4)

)

(6)

[ni  silcor-ha] NP am-ka-niy] VP
I Silchar-LoC COPL-SIM-1SG

‘T am at Silchar.’

[ni  asap-bom] NP am-ka-niy] VP
I bridge-near COPL-SIM-1SG

‘I am near the bridge.’

[bina-ru]l NP i ka-nip] vP

Bina-ASSO  go SIM-1SG

‘I go with Bina.’
[ni  Bina-kunki]l NP tompe-ko-nin] VP
I Bina-ABL learn-SIM-1SG

‘I learn from Bina.’

[paha] NP
bird

[paha pana] NP
bird five
‘Five bird’
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7 [ivum paha] NP
black bird
‘Black bird’

(®) [jote isin] NP
cat red

‘Red cat’

In Anal, the noun phrase can be formed by the head noun postposed by a plural
marker and the structure of such noun phrase is [NOUN-PLURAL] as illustrated in
the following examples:
) [Capa-hin] NP
son-PL

‘Sons’

(10)  [{"imbu-hin] Np
book-PL
‘Books’

(11)  [lu-hin] NP
head-PL
‘Heads’

(12)  [paha-hin] NP
bird-PL
‘Birds’

(13) [pu-hin] NP
grandfather-PL
‘Grandfathers’

(14)  [in-hin] NP
house-PL

‘Houses’
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In Anal, noun phrase may be formed by the head noun followed by the

determiners in the form of suffixes and the structure of such noun phrase is:

[NOUN- DETERMINERS] as can be seen in the following examples:

(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

[emocara-he] NP

child-PRX.D
“This child’

[¢"im in-(])e] NP
school-DST.D
‘That school’

[sinpa-(l)e] NP
man-DST.D

‘That man’

["imbu-he] NP
book-PRX.D
“This book’

[vi-he] NP
dog-PRX.D
“This dog’

In Anal language, the Noun Phrase can also be formed by head noun and

particularizing morpheme and the structure of such noun phrase is [NOUN-

PARTICULARIZING MORPHEME]. It is interesting to note that the formation of

noun phrase by means of head noun plus particularizing morpheme seems to be a

common morphosyntactic feature found in almost all the Kuki-Chin languages of

Northeast India. Consider the following examples:

(20)

[ni-te] NP

I-PART

‘I (particular) only’

136



e2y)

(22)

(23)

24

[Bina-te] NP
Bina-PART

‘Bina (particular)’

[bun-te] NP
hill-PART
“The hill (particular)’

[/ impu-te] NP
teacher-PART

‘The teacher (particular)’

[/i-te] NP
field-PART
‘The field (particular)’

In this language, the Noun Phrase can also be formed by adjective, noun and

particularizing morpheme and the structure of such noun phrase is [ADJECTIVE +

NOUN-PARTICULARIZING MORPHEME] as illustrated in the following examples:

(25)

(26)

27

(28)

[isin  amocara-te] NP
wise child-PART

‘The (particular) wise baby’

[ido pasu-te] NP
white rat-PART

‘The (particular) white rat’

[iroy sinpa-te] NP
tall  man-PART

‘The (particular) tall man’

[ibol bu-te] NP
dirty cloth-PART
‘The (particular) dirty cloth’
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(29)

[imal sinnu-te] NP
fat woman-PART

‘The (particular) fat woman’

In Anal, a noun phrase can be formed by the head noun preposing the pronominal

prfixes: ka-, - and va- expressing sense of possession. The structure of such noun

phrase is schematized below. Consider the following examples:

(30)

€2))

(32)

(33)

(34)

[ka-in] NP
1SG-house

‘My house’

[va-{"imbu] NP
3SG-book
‘His/Her book’

[o-"im in] NP
28G-school

“Your school’

[nayhin-ki ~ ku-hin] NP
you(PL)-GEN hand-PL

‘Your (PL) hands’

[ka-pa] NP
1SG-father
‘My father’

In Anal, the noun phrase is also formed by the head noun which is preposed by

pronominal prefixes expressing possession and postposed by either distal or

proximate determiners. The order of such Noun Phrase as can be schematized in

the following: [PRONOMINAL PREFIX+ NOUN + DETERMINERS].

(35)

[ka-in-(l)e] NP
1SG-house-DST.D

‘My that house’
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(36)

(37

(3%)

(39)

[o-"imbu-he] NP
2SG-book-PRX.D
“Your this book’

[ko-t"imin-(1)e] NP
1SG-school-DST.D
‘My this school’

[o-nu-(l)e] NP
2SG-mother-DST.D

“Your that mother’

[va-pa-he] NP
3SG-father-PRX.D
‘His this father’

In Anal noun phrase, if the head noun is modified by an adjective (nominal

modifier) then the usual order of head noun and adjective is: [NOUN +ADJECTIVE].

However, the adjective may precede or follow the head noun as can be seen in

(40)-(43):

(40)

(41)

(42)

(43)

[indin ison] NP
room small

‘small room’

[ison indin] NP
small room

‘small room’

[sinpa-cara  if'ro] NP
man-small  good

‘good boy’

[jon pihol] NP
monkey big
‘Big monkey’
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In Anal, noun phrase can also be formed by head noun followed by the quantifier

and the order of such grammatical elements is: [NOUN + QUANTIFIER] as can be

seen in the following examples:

(44)

(45)

(46)

(47)

(48)

[paha huja] NP
bird many
‘Many birds’

[buce cari] NP

rice  some

‘Some rice’

[mi  vapumt"u] NP
man all

‘All men’

[sal  lam] NP

cCOwW  group

‘Group of cows’

[ripal pum] NP
flower bunch

‘Bunch of flowers’

Ii is important to note that the reverse order i.e., [QUANTIFIER + NOUN] is not

possible in the same noun phrase as it is evident from the ungrammaticality of the

following construction as in (49)-(53):

(49)

(50)

*huja pahal
bird many
‘Many birds’

*[cori buce]
rice some
‘Some rice’
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(51

(52)

(53)

*[vapumt'u  mi]

all man
‘All men’

*[lam sal]
group cow

‘Group of cows’

*[pum ripal] NP
bunch flower

‘Bunch of flowers’

In Anal noun phrase, if the head noun is modified by an adjective and a numeral,

then the usual order of head noun, adjective and numeral is: [NOUN +ADJECTIVE +

NUMERAL] as can be seen in the following examples:

(54)

(55)

(56)

(57)

(58)

[ru  isap o"um] NP

rope long three

‘Three long ropes’

[sinpa imal  toru] NP
man fat Six

‘Six fat men’

[indin ison  som] NP
room small ten

‘Ten small rooms’

[y iroy  pona] NP
tree tall  five

‘Five tall trees’

[poha ivum tori] NP
bird black eight
‘Eight black birds’
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However, the alternative order of adjective, head noun and numeral in Anal noun
phrase is: [ADJECTIVE + NOUN + NUMERAL] as can be seen in the following

examples:

(59) lisap ru o"um] NP
long rope three

‘Three long ropes’

(60) [imal sinpa toru] NP
fat man  Six

‘Six fat men’

(61) [ison indin som] NP
small room ten

‘Ten small rooms’

(62) [iroy t'iy  poya] NP
tall tree five

‘Five tall trees’

(63) [ivum paha tori] NP
black bird eight
‘Eight black birds’

Moreover, the following order of head noun, adjective and numeral in Anal Noun
phrase is not permitted as it is evident from the ungrammaticality of the following

construction as in (64)-(68).

(i) NUMERAL + NOUN + ADJECTIVE]
(64)  *ot"um ru isay|
three rope long

‘Three long ropes’

(65) *[toru sinpa imal]
six man fat
‘Six fat men’
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(66)

(67)

(68)

*[som indin ison]

ten room small

‘Ten small rooms’

iroy|
tall

thiy

tree

* [papa
five

‘Five tall trees’

* [tori paha ivum]
eight bird black

‘Eight black birds’

(ii) NUMERAL + ADJECTIVE + NOUN]

(69)

(70)

(71)

(72)

(73)

*of'um isay  ru]

three long rope

‘Three long ropes’

*[pali it'ra  sinpa-cora)
four good man-small
‘Four good boys’

* [toru imal  sinpa]
Six fat man
‘Six fat men’

* [pana irop  'ip]
five tall  tree

‘Five tall trees’

*[tori ivum pahal
eight black bird
‘Eight black birds’

Interestingly, Anal noun phrase can also be formed by head noun, adjective and

quantifier. The usual order of such grammatical elements in Anal noun phrase is

[NOUN + ADJECTIVE + QUANTIFIER] as can be seen in the following examples:
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(74)

(75)

(76)

(77)

(78)

[/ incu iman Cori] NP
fruit ripe  some

‘Some ripe fruits’

[pakipa pihol  huja] NP
parrot big  many
‘Many big parrots’

[sinpa isiy. rul] Np
man wise association

‘Association of wise men’

[K'apsa isin  lam] NP
ant red  group

‘Groups of red ants’

[cakol ido  coari] NP
horse white some

‘Some white horses’

However, the alternative order of adjective, head noun and quantifier in Anal noun

phrase is:

examples:

[ADJECTIVE + NOUN + QUANTIFIER] as can be seen in the following

(79)

(80)

81)

[iman thiyéu Cori] NP
ripe fruit some

‘Some ripe fruits’

[pihol pakipa huja] NP
big  parrot many

‘Many big parrots’

[isin  sinpa rul] NP
wise man association

‘Association of wise men’
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(82)

(83)

[isin  K'aysa lam] NP
red ant  group

‘Groups of red ants’

[ido cakol cori] NP
white horse some

‘Some white horses’

Furthermore, the following order of head noun, adjective and quantifier in Anal

noun phrase is not permitted as it is evident from the ungrammaticality of the

following construction as in (84)-(96).

[QUANTIFIER + NOUN + ADJECTIVE]

(84)

(85)

(86)

87

(88)

* [cori fincu imon
n

some fruit ripe

‘Some ripe fruits’

* [pakipa pihol  huja]

parrot big  many
‘Many big parrots’
*rul sinpa isiy]

association man Wwise

‘Association of wise men’

*[lam K'aysa isin]
group ant  red

‘Groups of red ants’
* [Cori Cokol ido]
some horse white

‘Some white horses’
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[QUANTIFIER + ADJECTIVE + NOUN]

(89) *[cori imon  t'ipcu |
some ripe  fruit

‘Some ripe fruits’

(90)  *[huja pihol  pakipa ]
many big  parrot
‘Many big parrots’

91) *[lam isin  K'aysa]
group red ant

‘Groups of red ants’

(92) *[cori ido  c¢akol]
some white horse

‘Some white horses’

It is worth mentioning here that the co-occurrence of [NOUN + NUMERAL +
QUANTIFIER] in Anal noun phrase is not permitted as it is evident from the
ungrammaticality of the following constructions. The non-appearance of numeral
plus quantifier in Anal noun phrase is one of the widespread features of the

languages of the world as exhibited by Anal language:
(93) *[sinpa-Cora som  Cori]
man-small ten  some

‘Some ten boys’

94) * [simbu of'um hujs]
owl three many

‘Many three owls’

(95) * [soldoy pali  lam]
youth four group
“Y outh four group’

146



(96) * [sinnu-cCora pona  vapumt'u]
women-small five all

‘All ten girls’

In Anal noun phrase can also be formed by the head noun preposed by pronominal
prefixes and followed by Adjective, and quantifier and the order of such
grammatical elements: [PRONOMINAL PREFIXES-NOUN + ADJECTIVE + NUMERAL]

as can be seen in the following examples:

97) [ko-I"imbu  il'a  af"um]NP

1SG-book thick three

‘My three thick books’
98) [va-jote ivum pana] NP
3SG-cat black five

‘Her five black cats’

99) [o-in pihol som] NP
28G-house  big ten

“Your ten big houses’

(100) [ko-in iroy  ana] NP
1SG-house  tall  two

‘My two tall houses’

In Anal, noun phrase can also be frequently formed by the head noun followed by
two adjectives and the order of such grammatical elements is: [ADJECTIVE,+
ADJECTIVE, + NOUN] as in (101)-(104). It is interesting to note that the two
ADJECTIVE, and ADJECTIVE, can interchange their positions however,

ADJECTIVES and HEAD NOUN cannot interchange their positions as in (105)-(108).

(101) [runcinni iron  in] NP
beautiful tall  house

‘beautiful tall house’
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(102) [pihol isin  sol] NP
big red cow

‘Big, red cow’

(103) [ino evum nop] NP
soft black mud
‘Soft, black mud’

(104) [ipal imal soldoy] NP
strong fat  youth
‘Strong, fat youth’

(105) [iroy runcinni in] NP
tall  beautiful house
‘tall, beautiful house’

(106) [isin pihol sol] NP
red big cow

‘Red, big cow’

(107) [evum ino  nopy] NP
black soft mud
‘Black, soft mud’

(108) [imal ipal soldoy] NP
fat strong youth
‘Fat, strong youth’

Anal noun phrase can be formed by noun and post-positions as in the grammatical
construction, [NOUN + POST-POSITIONS] which is shown in the following examples
(109)-(112):
(109) [oma-kun-ki] NP
he-DAT-GEN

‘From him’
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(110) [f'iy-len] NP
tree-on

‘On the tree’

(111) [asay-bom] NP
bridge-near

‘Near the bridge’

(112) [asay-non] NP
bridge-under
‘Under the bridge’

Noun phrase in Anal may consist of two or more constituent noun phrases that are
linked by a coordinating conjunction amaki ‘and’ as illustrated in the following

examples:

(113) tomba bu omoaki halsa ca-si
tomba rice and egg eat-SIM

‘Tomba eats rice and chicken.’

(114) oma in-tunlen-ki va-jun-si
s/he  house-roof-ABL 3SG-jump-SIM

‘S/he jumps from the roof of the house.’

(115) ama mo-bol amaki buy va-lon-si
s’/he  banana-plant and  mountain 3SG-climb-SIM

‘S/he climbs banana tree and mountain.’

In Anal, the noun phrase can also be formed by the proper name functioning as
subject or object of the clause or sentences as illustrated in the following

examples:

(116) [u rigvar] NP
sister hringwar

‘Sister Hringwar’
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(117) [trapsomsa  pu] NP
late grandfather
‘Late grandfather’

(118) [capa tomba] NP
bachelor tomba

‘Mr. Tomba’

In Anal, the noun phrase can also be formed by the head noun preceded by the
interrogative pronoun functioning as subject or object of the clause or sentences as

illustrated in the following examples:

(119) [oku  "imbu] NP
who book
‘Whose book?’

(120) [oK'0 pam] NP
which land
‘Which land’

(121) [da-lupyam] NP
what-shirt
‘What shirt?’

6.2. Verb Phrase (VP)

As in many other Tibeto-Burman languages, verb phrase in Anal (VP) may consist
of a ‘lexical verb root” or ‘be verb’ which functions as head of the verb phrase.
More specifically, the core of a verb phrase is a verbal nucleus consisting of one or
more verbs. Furthermore, the nucleus may be preceded by an adverbial or
followed by verbal suffixes like aspectual, mood and person markers. It is also
important to note that adverbs and object NPs are optional element in the Anal verb
phrase as many other languages of the world do. The various structure of verb

phrase in Anal is described in the following section with examples.
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Like many other Tibeto-Burman languages, verb phrase in Anal frequently
consists of only a verb root with various aspectual markers and person markers
except the third person personal pronoun for which person is unmarked in the verb

as can be seen in the following examples:

(122) [ci-¢a] VP
g0-PERF
‘(S/he) went’

(123) [tra-¢a] vP
Cry-PERF
‘(S/he) cried’

(124) [i-ca] vp
sleep-PERF

‘(S/he) slept’

(125) [ouy-ca] vp
Sit-PERF
‘(S/he) ate’

(126) [i-¢a] vP-niy
sleep-1SG-PERF
‘(D) slept’

(127) [i-¢a]-ti] vp
sleep-PERF-2SG

‘(You) slept’

Verb phrase in Anal frequently consists of only a verb with various pronominal
prefixes and some of the aspectual markers. It is worth mentioning here that the
pronominal prefixes ka-, 2-, and va- occasionally preposed to the verb root,
conversely, the aspectual markers si, and val always postposed to verb root as can

be seen in the following examples:
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(128) [ko-Ca-si] VP
1SG-VR-SIM
‘(D) eat.’

(129) [o-Ca-si] VP
2SG-VR-SIM
‘(You) ate.”

(130) [va-Ca-si] VP
3SG-VR-SIM
‘(S/he) ate.

(131) [ko-Ca-val] vP
1SG-VR-PERF
‘(D) ate.”

(132) [o-Ca-val] vP
2SG-VR-PERF
‘(You) ate.’

(133) [va-Ca-val] VP
3SG-VR-PERF
‘(S/he) ate.’

The verb phrase in Anal may also consists of verb, aspectual markers and post-

verbal person markers as can be seen in the following examples:

(134) [i ka-niy] vP
sleep SIM-1SG

‘I am sleeping.’

(135) [i ko-hin-nin] VP
sleep SIM-PL-1SG

‘We are sleeping.’
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(136) [c¢un ko-ti] vP
run SIM-2SG

“You are running.’

(137) [éun  ko-hin-ti] VP
run SIM-PL-2SG

‘You (PL) are running.’

A verb phrase may also consist of verb and a noun phrase (NP). In this type of verb
phrase structure, the NP functions as direct object of the verb and the NP always
precede the verb i.e. [NOUN PHRASE + VERB] VP as can be seen in the following

examples:

(138) ama [af"0l ibu [NP] va-Cu-si| V] VP
she  fruit fall 3SG-collect-SIM
‘She collects fallen fruits.’

(139) toninla ["inbol] NP va-du-si] V] VP
Toningla tree 3SG-plant-SIM

‘Toningla plants tree ’

(140) [ru-le] NP san-kal] V] vp
rope-DST.D  long-SIM

“The rope is long.’

In Anal, a verb phrase may also consist of verb and two noun phrases (NPs). In this
type of verb phrase structure, the NP, functions as direct object and NP, functions
indirect object and the structure of such verb phrase is [NOUN PHRASE, + NOUN
PHRASE, + VERB] as in examples (141)-(144). It is also worth mentioning here that
the alternative order of the same verb phrase in Anal is: [NOUN PHRASE, + NOUN
PHRASE, + VERB] can be seen in the following examples (145)-(157) as many other

SOV languages of the world do. Consider the following examples:

(141) ama [ni-ka-kumy [NP,] heno [NP,] ok'e ka-pe-nu [V] VP
he I-1SG-DAT mango one  10BJ-give-COMPL

‘He gave me a mango.’
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(142) ni [oma-kuy [NP,] "imbu [NP,]
[ he-DAT book

‘I gave him a book.’

(143) ni [nay  o-kum [NP,]  mo [NP,]
I you  2SG-DAT banana

‘I give you a banana.’

(144) noy  [ni  ko-kuy [NP,] bel-e [NP,]

ok'e-pe-nu] v] vp

one-give-COMPL

a-pe-si-niy| V] VP

20BJ-give-SIM-1SG

ka-pe-va] V] VP

you I ISG-DAT pot-DST.D OBJ-give-IMP
‘Give me the pot.’

(145) [Cadu-e] NP, [oma-kuny] NP, a-pe-va] V] vp
tea-DST.D he-DAT 2SG-give-IMP

‘Give the tea to him.’

(146) mo [NP,] [nan  a-kum [NP,]  a-pe-si-nin] V] VP

banana you  2SG-DAT 20BJ-give-SIM-1SG

‘I give you a banana.’

(147) bel-e [NP,] [ni ka-kuy [NP,] ka-pe-va] V] VP

pot-DST.D I 1SG-DAT 10BJ-give-IMP

‘Give me the pot.’

In Anal, the verb phrase (VP) may also consist of verb and adverb(s). The adverbs

are manner adverbs, adverbs of time, and adverbs of place etc. The order of such

grammatical elements in Anal verb phrase is: [ADVERB + VERB] i.e., the adverbs

usually precede the verb as in (148)-(151) and the reverse order [VERB + ADVERB]|

i.e., the verb followed by the adverbials is not commonly used by the Anal

speakers as in (152)-(155). It is also interesting to note that if the time and place

adverbials occur together in a verb phrase in Anal, the duo can interchange their

positions without any grammatical deficiency as can be seen in the examples

(156)-(158):
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(148)

(149)

(150)

(151)

(152)

(153)

(154)

(155)

(156)

ama  [iro-tayna] AVD Ci-ka] V] vP

he slowly g20-SIM

‘He goes slowly.’

ni [san-so] ADV

i -ma-niy| V] VP

I night-whole sleep-NEG-1SG

‘I don’t sleep whole night.’

ni ko-Calo-hin  [huhe] AVD  am-ko-je] V] VP

I 1SG-sister-PL  here COPL-SIM-PL

‘My sisters are here.’

oma  [huhe] ADV  {'riy-ka] v] vP
he here come-SIM

‘He comes here.’

*ama [Ci-ka ]V iro-tayna] AVD ] VP

he £0-SIM slowly

‘He goes slowly.’

*ni  [i-mo-nig] v san-so] ADV ] VP
I sleep-NEG-1SG night-whole

‘I don’t sleep whole night.’

*ama [om-ka]V ~ huhe] ADV] VP

he COPL-SIM here

‘He is here.’

*ama [{'rip-ka] v huhe] ADV] VP
he come-SIM here

‘He comes here.’

K'ino [asoni imphal-ha] ADV
Khino yesterday Imphal-LoC
“Yesterday Khino went to Imphal.’

Ci-nu] V] VP

g0-COMPL

155



(157)

(158)

oma [huhe asini] ADV thriy-ka] V] VP
s’/he  here today come-SIM

‘Today s/he comes here.’

ni [atunhe in-ha) ADV  Ci-ka-nin]| V] VP
I now home-LOC  go-SIM-1SG

‘Now, I will go home.’
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