Chapter 8

Constituent order

Like many other Tibeto-Burman languages of South East Asia, Anal also exhibits

the basic word order of subject, object, verb [SOV].

8.1. Basic word order

Like many other South Asian languages, Anal follows the subject, object and verb

[soV] in an unmarked sentence as illustrated in the following examples:

(M

2

3)

“)

)

(6)

ni ¢adu  ko-ne-moy
I tea  1SG-drink-PROG

‘I am drinking tea.’

ni oma  ko-t"i-si
I she 1SG-know-SIM
‘I know her.’

Tomba-tuy ~ 'imbu ok'e  ka-pe-nu
Tomba-ERG book one  10BJ-give-COMPL

‘Tomba gave me a book.’

ni bu ko-Ca-si

I rice  1SG-eat-SIM

‘I eat rice.’

oma  {"imbu va-pa-may

he book 38G-read-PROG

‘He is reading a book.’

kiron bu ko-ca-si
Kiran rice  1SG-eat-SIM

‘Kiran eats rice.
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It is worth mentioning here that other than SOV there is an alternative order like

OSV as well. Thus, the existence of alternative order OSV is one of the typical

features of as SOV languages as can be seen in the following examples:

(7

@®)

©)

(10)

(11

*SVO(12)

*VSO (13)

*VOS (14)

cadu ni ka-ne-may
tea I 18G-drink-PROG

‘I am drinking tea.’

bu kiron vo-ca-si
rice  Kiran 3SG-eat-SIM

‘Kiran eats rice.’

sa nay  a-ca-si
meat you  2SG-eat-SIM

‘You eat meat.’

bu vo-Ca-si
rice  3SG-eat-SIM

‘S/he eats rice.’

holdu ko-ca-val
egg 1SG-eat-PERF

‘I have taken egg.’

kiron vo-ca-si bu
Kiran 3SG-eat-SIM  rice

‘Kiran eats rice.’

vo-Ca-si kiron bu
3SG-eat-SIM  Kiran rice

‘Kiran eats rice.’

vo-Ca-si bu kiran
38G-eat-SIM  rice  Kiran

‘Kiran eats rice.’
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*OVS (15)  bu va-ca-si kiron
rice  3SG-eat-SIM  Kiran

‘Kiran eats rice.’

It is also to be noted that Anal preserves the characteristic features of Kuki-Chin
languages that the subject argument particularly personal pronouns can be dropped
in Anal sentences as the pronominal prefixes are attached to the verbs carrying the
meaning of subjects. Then the order of the sentence is [OV] as can be seen in the

following examples:

(16) cadu ka-ne-may
tea 18G-drink-PROG

‘I am drinking tea.’

(17)  'imbu va-pa-si
book 3SG-read-SIM
‘S/he reads book.’

(18) sa a-Ca-si
meat 2SG-¢eat-SIM

‘You eat meat.’

(19) bu va-ca-si
rice 3SG-eat-SIM

‘S/he eats rice.’

(20)  haldu ko-ca-val
cgg 1SG-¢eat-PERF
‘I have taken egg.’
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8.2. Order of Subject and verb

In Anal, the order of the subject and verb in the intransitive sentences: [SUBJECT -

VERB] as can be seen in the following examples:

e2y)

(22)

(23)

24

(25)

ni cun-ko-niy

I run-SIM-1SG
‘Irun.’

nany Cun-ko-ti
you run-SIM-2SG
‘You run.’

oma cun-ka
s’he run-SIM
‘S/he runs’

amahin Cun-ka-je
they run-SIM-PL
‘They runs’

David cun-nu
David run-COMPL
‘David ran’

8.3. Order of noun and adjective

The order of noun and adjectives in Anal sentences is that the adjective usually

follows the head noun. Now one might argue that NA order is still somewhat more

common than AN order among VO languages and that this suggests that there is a

weak correlation between VO order and NA order (Matthew Dryer). However, it

turns out that this weak preference for NA order is also found among OV

languages. Thus, the following examples favor the above statement as in (26)-(31).

(26)

ni kolom isin  ko-t"ro-si
I pen red  1SG-be own-SIM

‘I have my own red pen.’
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27

(28)

(29)

(30)

€2))

ranbir in iroy am-ka
Ranbir house tall COPL-SIM
‘Ranbir has (a) tall house.’

pemin-he 'ra-ka
story-PRX.D good-SIM

‘The story is good.’

bol-(l)e pahol-ka
basket-DST.D big-SIM
‘The basket is big.’

'ig-he paca-ka
tree-PRX.D hard-SIM

‘The tree is strong.’

aoma mi i"ro-va
he man  good-COP

‘He is (a) good man.’

Like many other SOV languages, the adjective can also precede the noun in Anal

sentences as can be seen in the following examples:

(32)

(33)

(34)

amahe imal  sinpacara-va
this thin  boy-cop
“This is a thin boy.’

ison indin ak"e am-ka
small room one COPL-SIM

‘There is a small room.’

pihol kel-he in-am-ka
big goat-PRX.D  house-COPL-SIM

‘The big goat is in the house.’
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(35) ison K'u of'um hele-am-ka
small village three there-COPL-SIM

‘There are three small villages.’

(36) ison Ku of'um hele-am-ka
small village three there-COPL-SIM

‘There are three small villages.’

It is interesting to note that when the adjective precede the noun, then it expresses

the meaning of particularization. Consider the following example:

(37) pihol in-hin
big house-PL

‘Big houses’ (houses of Govt. officers)

(38) pihol lunnom
big shirt
‘Big shirt (for higher status person)’

(39) ison K'u
small village

“The (particular) small village’

8.4. Order of noun and genitive
As many other Tibeto-Burman languages, Anal follows the order of noun and
genitive in the following way: [NOUN-GENITIVE]. In other words, the genitive

postposed the noun as can be seen in the examples below:

(40)  meri-ki 'imbu Pa-ka
Mary-GEN  book thick-SIM
‘Mary’s book is thick.’

41)  Kibanta-ki va-nu om-mi
Khibanta-GEN 38G-mother  be-NEG

‘Khibanta’s mother is no more.’
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(42) Rina-ki impu muy-ka
Rina-GEN husband short-SIM

‘Rina’s husband is short.’

(43)  Lont"oi-ki va-lupa "ro-ka
Lanthoi-GEN 3sG-friend  good-SIM

‘Lanthoi’s friend is good.’

(44)  Rad'a-ki va-Cora of'um-am-ka
Radha-GEN  3SG-child three-COPL-SIM
‘Radha has three children.’

8.5. Order of noun and demonstrative
Unlike adjective, the demonstrative in Anal always precedes the noun. In other
words, demonstratives can be postposed to the nouns as can be seen in the

following examples:

45) tig-he mun-ka
tree-PRX.D  short-SIM

‘The tree is short.’

(46) ni 'imbu-le ka-da-moay

I book-DST.D  1SG-like-PROG
‘T like that book.’
@7  ri-(De do-ka
flower-DST.D white-SIM

‘The flower is red.’

48)  fimbu-(e 'ra-ka
book-DST.D good-SIM
‘The book is good.’

(49) sinpa Ccoro-he Jjanal-ka
man small-PRX.D lazy-SIM

“The boy is lazy.’
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8.6. Order of noun and numerals
In Anal, noun always precedes the numeral and the order can be represented:
[NOUN-NUMERAL] as in (50a)-(53a). The order of noun and numeral in Anal
sentence is strictly followed i.e., the reverse order cannot be possible as can be
seen in the following examples (50b)-(53b):
(50a) omahin poha  af'um va—thro—je—si
they bird three 3SG-be own-PL-SIM

‘They have their own three birds.’

(50b) amahin of'um poha va-t'ro-je-si
they three bird 3SG-be own-PL-SIM

‘They have their own three birds.’

(51a) amo som  lum-ka-je
child ten  play-SIM-PL

‘Ten children are playing.’

(51b) som amo  lum-ka-je
ten child play-SIM-PL

‘Ten children are playing.’

(52a) Nelson haldu pali  va-Ca-si
Nelson egg four 3SG-eat-SIM

‘Nelson eats four eggs.’

(52b) Nelson pali  haldu va-Ca-si
Nelson four egg 3SG-eat-SIM

‘Nelson eats four eggs.’

(53a) ni in ono  ko-t"ro-si
I house two  1SG-be own-SIM

‘I have my own two houses.’

(53b) ni ana  in ko-t"ro-si
I two  house 1SG-be own-SIM

‘I have my own two houses.’
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8.7. Order of noun, numeral and adjective
In Anal, adjective may precedes or follows the noun nevertheless, the numeral
usually follows the noun and adjective as in (54a)-(54b), (55a)-(55b), (56a)-(56b)
and (57a)-(57b). Consider the following examples:
(54a) ni il'a  ko-t"imbu of'um {"ro-si
I thick 1SG-book three be own-SIM

‘I have my own thick books.’

(54b) ni ko-{"imbu il'a  of'um {"ro-si
I 1SG-book thick three be own-SIM

‘I have my own thick books.’

(55a) amahin salkori pihol  pana-va-je
these cart big  five-COP-PL

‘These are five big carts.’

(55b) amahin pihol  salkari pana-va-je
these big  cart five-COP-PL

‘These are five big carts.’

(56a) ko-t"imbu il'a  som
1SG-book thick ten
‘My ten thick books’

(56b) it'a  ko-"imbu som

thick 1SG-book five

‘My ten thick books’
(57a) indin ison  ok'e
room small one

‘One small room’

(57b) ison indin ok'e
small room one

‘One small room’
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8.8. Order of specifier and adjective
In Anal, specifiers always precede the adjectives as it is said that the order is rigid
i.e., adjectives strictly follows the specifiers as shown in the following examples:
(58) ri-(De oranma !'ro-ka
flower-DST.D SPEC good-sSIM

‘The flower is very nice.’

59) ni oranma nunye-ka-niy
I SPEC happy-SIM-1SG
‘I am very happy.’

(60) oasini oranma de-ka
today SPEC cold-siM
‘Today is very cold.’

(61) Jjote-he oranma vum-ka
cat-PRX.D SPEC black-SIM

‘The cat is very black.’

(62)  fimin-he oranma pahol-ka
school-PRX.D SPEC big-SIM

‘The school is very big.’

8.9. Order of noun and quantifiers
The order of noun and quantifiers in Anal is that the quantifiers always follow the
nouns as many other Tibeto-Burman languages of Northeast India do. It can be
demonstrated in the following examples:
(63) omahin éokol hujo  vo-t'ro-je-si
they horse many 3SG-be own-PL-SIM

‘They have (their own) many horses.’

(64)  fimbu cori "a-ka
book some thick-SIM

‘Some books are thick.’
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(65) Kapysa huja  am-ka
ant many COPL-SIM

‘Many ants are there.’

(66)  sin-nu-cara Caripay lum-ka-je
woman-small some play-SIM-PL

‘Some girls are playing.’

(67) af'ol  huj> a-Ca-va
fruit many 28G-eat-IMP

‘Eat many fruits.’

8.10. Order of verb and adverb
In Anal, the order of verb and adverb is that the adverbs whether temporal, place,
or manner always precede the verb as can be represented in the following way:

[ADVERD-VERB] as shown in the following examples:

(68) ni tanana Ci-ka-nin
I slowly g0-SIM-1SG
‘I go slowly.’
(69) oma wvo-tra-na i-ka
he 3SG-Cry-ADV sleep-siM

‘He sleeps cryingly.’

(70) Rita pijap-toyna  Ci-ka
Rita quick-ADV ~ go-SIM

‘Rita goes quickly.’

(71) oama atunhe 'rin-no-ka
he now come-IRR-SIM

‘He will come now.’

(72)  ambi-tuy  isap-toyna  pat"an-nu
Thambi-ERG long-ADV answer-COMPL

‘Thambi answered lengthily.’
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8.11. Order of adverb, verb and imperative marker

In the imperative sentences of Anal, the order of such grammatical elements is
[ADVERB-VERB-IMPERATIVE]. It clearly shows that the adverb always precedes the
verb and the imperative marker postposed to the verb as illustrated in the

following examples:

(73) tanana a-Ca-va
slowly 28G-eat-IMP
‘Eat slowly.’

(74)  pijay-toyna  va-t'rig-va

quickly 38G-come-IMP
‘Come quickly.’

(75) tanana a-pa-va
slowly 2SG-run-IMP
‘Read slowly.’

(76) pireypa va-tra-va
loudly 3SG-cry-COP
‘Cry loudly.’

(77)  heno pana a-ca-va
mango five  2SG-eat-IMP

“You eat five mangoes.’

8.12. Order of verb and negative
The order of verb and negative in Anal is that the negative morpheme always

postposed the verb as can be schematized in the following way: [VERB-
NEGATIVE]. In other words, the order of verb and negative morpheme in Anal
sentences 1S [SOV-NEG] as proposed by Dryer (1988) for the Subject, Object and
Verb (SOv) languages. It is also observed that the same pattern i.e., [VERB-
NEGATIVE or (S) OV-NEG] is followed in the case of imperative sentences as well, as

can be seen in the following examples:
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(78)

(79)

(80)

81

(82)

(83)

(84)

(85)

ni novel pa-ma-niy
I novel read-NEG-1SG

‘T don’t read novel.’

oma f'ip  lon-mi
she tree climb-NEG

‘She does not climb tree.’

Sona  {"imbu pa-mi
Sana book read-NEG

‘Sana does not read book.’

bu ca ca-mo

rice  eat eat-NEG

‘Don’t eat.’
!"igbol lon  lon-moa
tree climb climb-NEG

‘Don’t climb tree.’

Delhi i ¢i-ma
Delhi g0 g0-NEG
‘Don’t go to Delhi.’

novel pa pa-ma
novel read read-NEG

‘Don’t read novel.’

8.13. Order of subject and copular
In Anal, the order of subject and copular verb in a clause or sentence is that the
subject always preceeds the copular verb: [SUBJECT-COPULAR] as illustrated in the

following examples (85)-(89).

oma Silcor-ha om-ka
she Silchar-LOC  COPL-SIM
‘She is at Silchar.’
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(86)

(87)

(88)

(89)

amahin in-"up-ha am-ka-je
they house-inside-LOC ~ COPL-SIM-PL

‘They are inside the house.’

ama  va-pa-kuy-ha am-ka
he 3SG-father-DAT-LOC COPL-SIM

‘He stays with his father.’

ni ko-kar ok'e  am-ka

I 1SG-car one COPL-SIM
‘T have a car.’

tomba imp"al-ha om-ka
Tomba Imphal-LOC COPL-SIM

‘Tomba is at Imphal.’

8.12 Order subject and copula verb

In Anal, the order of subject and copula is made in the following ways: [SUBJECT-

COPULA VERB]. In other words, the subject always precedes the copula verb as the

order of subject and lexical verb is made. Consider the following examples:

(90)

C2))

92)

93)

ni lhimpu-va-niy
I teacher-COP-1SG

‘T am a teacher.’

ama Pimpu-va
s/he teacher-CcOP

‘S/he is a teacher.’

nay thimpu-va-ti
you teacher-COP-2SG

‘You are a teacher.’

ni sadonca voa-niy
I hunter COP-1SG

‘T am a hunter.’
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(94) tomba it"'ra  sinpacara-va
Tomba good boy-cop

‘Tomba is a good boy.’

8.13. Order of verb and interrogative

In Anal, interrogation is expressed by the interrogative markers -le and it always
follows the verb. It is also interesting to note that interrogative in Anal is also
expressed by the intonation particularly the rising intonation as illustrated in the

following examples:

95) napy iko  va-ti
you ill COP-2SG
‘Are you ill?’

(96)  Kl'inori ok'o om-ka
khinori where COPL-SIM

‘Where does Khinori live?’

(97) cadu ne-le
tea drink-INT

‘Will you take tea?’

(98) ok'oha Ci-le
where gO-INT
‘Where will you go?’

(99) pelom-he nalay-va
news-PRX.D true-COP

‘Is the news true?’

(100) 7'imbu pa-le
book read-INT
‘Will you read book?’
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