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ABSTRACT 

“A DESCRIPTIVE GRAMMAR OF ANAL” 

The present research work entitled “A Descriptive Grammar of Anal” is the 

descriptive study of Anal spoken in the Chandel District of Manipur in Northeast 

India. Anal is an undocumented endangered Tibeto-Burman language of Northeast 

India. Moreover it is one of the 33 recognized scheduled tribes of Manipur. 

The present thesis is divided into nine chapters: Introduction, Review of Literature, 

Phonology, Nominal Morphology, Verbal Morphology, Phrase Structure, Clause and 

Sentence Structure, Constituent Order and Conclusion. 

Chapter 1 provides the introduction of Anal language, such as its name, its linguistic 

affiliation, its geographical and demographic distribution, historical background, 

socio-cultural and economic background, script and literature, education, 

multilingualism, language attitude, language use and vitality, interest of the 

community, etc. and it finally discusses the data and methodology used in the thesis. 

Chapter 2 provides an overview of literature on Anal. There is no linguistic work 

available in the language so far. However, Grierson described the grammatical sketch 

of the Anal in his Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. III part II. There are other two 

books which describes the socio-cultural and historical perspectives of Anal namely 

The Anals of Manipur and Anal: A Trans-Border Tribe of Manipur written by Capt. 

Rajendra and Prof. Gangmumei Kabui in the year 1981 and 1985 respectively.  

Chapter 3 deals with the phonology of Anal. There are six vowel phonemes i.e., /i, e, 

ǝ, a, u and o/ and twenty three consonantal phonemes / p, b, ph, t, d, th, k, kh, č, ǰ, s, h, 

ṃ, ṇ, hŋ, m, n, ŋ, ṛ, r, ḷ, l and ʋ/in its phonemic inventory. According to their place of 

articulation, Anal consonants can be categorized into bilabial, labio-dental, alveolar, 

palatal, velar and glottal. In terms of manner of articulation, they can be further 

categorized into seven types: stops, affricates, fricatives, nasals, laterals, rhotics and 

approximants. Anal has eight stops i.e., /p, b, ph, t, d, th, k and kh/, two affricates /č 
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and ǰ/, two fricatives /s and h/, six nasals /ṃ, ṇ, hŋ, m, n, ŋ/, two laterals /ḷ, and l/ two 

rhotics /ṛ and r/, and one approximant /ʋ/ and. Like many other Tibeto-Burman 

languages, aspiration is phonemic in the language and the voicing is also one of 

distinctive features in the case of consonantal phonemes in Anal. It is interesting to 

note that the unaspirated voiced velar stop /g/ is absent in the language. The absence 

of /z/ is very common in Tibeto-Burman languages of Northeast India and it reflects 

in the phonological structure of Anal. It is also interesting to note that affricate /ǰ/ and 

the semivowel /y/ are free variations syllable initially in the language. Like most of 

the Tibeto-Burman languages, Anal is a tonal language. The language has two 

contrastive lexical tones: high and low in which, a change in the pitch of the syllable 

corresponds to a change in its meaning.    

Some of the Tibeto-Burman languages of Northeast India don’t have diphthongs at all 

and some of them have a few numbers of diphthongs in their phonemic inventory. 

Likewise, diphthongs in Anal are very rare as only few diphthongs: /ǝu/, /ia/ and /ao/ 

are found in the language.  

Like many other Kuki-Chin languages, consonant clusters are very rare in Anal. 

However, few consonant clusters are found in the language which is formed by stop 

plus rhotic: tr- and thr-. Consonant clusters are found syllable initially. Like many 

other Tibeto-Burman languages, no consonant clusters are found syllable finally. It is 

also observed that pr- and khr- as in ŋaprum ‘eel’ and pukhri ‘pond’ where the clusters 

are found in loanwords mainly from Manipuri, a dominant language of Manipur.  

The consonant sequence in Anal is commonly occurs in word medial position and can 

be discussed in three different categories: (1) Gemination, (2) Homorganic and (3) 

Contiguous. In Anal, syllables can be classified into three major types: (i) mono-

syllabic (ii) disyllabic and (iii) trisyllabic.  

Chapter 4 deals with the nominal morphology of Anal. It discusses nouns, gender, 

number, numerals, case and postpositions, and pronouns.  
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Structurally, nouns in Anal can be classified into basic, compound and derived nouns. 

The language has two numbers viz. singular and plural. The singular forms of nouns 

are remain unmarked however plural forms are marked by the plural morphemes or 

suffixes like -hin and -ǰe which are attached to irrespective of human-non human and 

animate-inanimate. The plural suffix -hin is also used to pluralize the personal 

pronouns.  

Gender is only a lexical feature in Anal. It has no role in showing grammatical 

relationship between the nouns and other categories in the sentences. Anal does not 

have grammatical gender but it has only natural gender. The suffix -pa is used to 

indicate as male and -nu for feminine with human nouns. In occupation, particularly 

teaching profession, male and female distinction is made by adding morphemes pu 

and pi respectively. All the non-human nouns both animate and inanimate nouns 

including animals, birds, insects, trees etc., the morpheme pətəl and nu are used to 

express male and female gender in Anal. Unlike the gender distinctions of other birds, 

the domesticated birds like hen and duck are made male and female by adding the 

morphemes kuŋ for male gender and nu for female gender instead of pətəl and nu.  

Numerals in Anal are basically of decimal type. Vigesimal system is totally absent in 

the numeral system of the language. Majority of the numeral roots in the language are 

mono-morphemic. Bi-morphemic numerals in the language are numeral root plus 

prefixes as in, ə-khe ‘one’, pə-ŋa ‘five’, tə-ru ‘six’ etc. Compounding is the productive 

morphological process to form the higher numerals. They are classified into cardinals, 

ordinals, multiplicative, fractional, distributive, restrictive numerals and approximate 

numerals. 

In Anal there are eight cases in Anal viz. Ergative, Accusative, Instrumental, Dative, 

Locative, Genitive, Ablative and Associative. 

Anal pronouns can be classified into personal, demonstrative, interrogative, reflexive 

and indefinite pronouns. Personal pronouns differentiate three persons and two 

numbers i.e., first, second and third person with singular and plural number. Anal has 
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inclusive-exclusive distinction only in the case of first person plural pronoun such as 

əni-hin ‘we (inclusive) vs. ni-hin ‘we (exclusive)’. The reflexive is formed by adding 

the bound root -da to the pronominal prefixes. There is no particular marker for 

indefinite pronouns in Anal. 

Chapter 5 deals with the verbal morphology of Anal. It discusses verbs, adjectives, 

adverbs, tense/aspect and mood.  

Verbs in Anal can be defined as a class of words which can be attached by 

pronominal prefixes kə-, ə- and ʋə- and suffixed by aspect markers -kə/ka, -si, -məŋ, -

ʋəl, -čə, -nu, -nə , mood markers -ʋa, -khin, -təŋ, -pəčaŋ, -ŋe, -ṛo, -te/-be, ,-num etc. 

and negative markers -mə and -mi.  

There is no morphological distinction between transitive and intransitive verbs. 

However, transitive and intransitive verbs in Anal can be classified on the basis of 

presence or absence of the object arguments they take. 

Semantically, verbs in Anal can be classified into categories namely (i) verbs of 

action (ii) verbs of cognition (iii) verbs of cooking (iv) verbs of existence (v) verbs of 

grooming (vi) verbs of instrument/fighting (vii) verbs of motion (viii) verbs of 

occupation. 

Most of the verbs in Anal are monosyllabic however di-syllabic verbs are also 

attested in the language.  

It is to be mentioned here that the determination of tense in Anal is complex as many 

other Kuki-Chin languages of Southeast Asia. In other words, tense in Anal is not 

distinctive as in the Indo-European languages like English, Spanish, Sanskrit, Hindi, 

Marathi etc. 

The aspectual distinctions in Anal are: (i) simple (ii) progressive (iii) perfective (iv) 

completive and (iv) irrealis. In this language, the majority of the aspectual markers 

are postverbal particles. 
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In Anal, the mood can be analysed in terms of the imperative, permissive, capability, 

obligatory, necessity, probability, conditional, intensive and optative. 

Semantically, adjectives are further classified into: adjectives of quality, adjectives of 

quantity, adjectives of dimension, adjectives of taste, adjectives of colour.  

Comparative and superlative are morphologically formed by adding suffixes -ṛo and -

bəl to the positive form respectively.  

Structurally, adverbs in Anal can be categorized into three different types: (i) simple 

adverb (ii) derived adverb and (iii) compound adverb. Semantically, adverbs are 

classified into adverb of manner, adverb of time and adverb of place/location. 

Chapter 6 deals with phrase structure of Anal. It provides an overview of noun 

phrases and verb phrases.  

A phrase that functions as the subject or object of a verb can be termed as noun 

phrase in which nouns most commonly enter as head word. In Anal, a noun phrase 

may consist of the noun (or noun substitute, such as a pronoun) and the other words 

or affixes can be added. Noun phrase can also be formed by head noun with various 

postpositions, may be in the form of case markers. A noun phrase may consist of a 

head noun and one or more modifiers. Modifiers like adjective, demonstrative, or a 

numeral or quantifier may optionally precede or follow the head noun. 

In Anal, the order of noun and adjective in a phrase or a sentence is: [NOUN-

ADJECTIVE]. In other words, the noun usually precedes the adjective. The order of 

noun and numeral in the noun phrase in Anal is: [NOUN-NUM]. The noun phrase may 

be formed by the head noun followed by determiners in the form of suffixes and the 

structure can be [NOUN-DETERMINERS]. In Anal the noun phrase (NP) can be formed 

by noun followed by the quantifier and the order can be written as: [NOUN + 

QUANTIFIER] but the reverse order i.e., [QUANTIFIER + NOUN] is not possible in the 

same noun phrase as it is ungrammatical. Anal noun phrase can be modified by an 

adjective and numeral as the structure can be: [NOUN +ADJECTIVE + NUMERAL], here, 

the adjective may precede or follow the head noun but the numeral cannot precede the 
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both. Anal noun phrase can also be formed by head noun, adjective and quantifier as 

the structure: [NOUN + ADJECTIVE + QUANTIFIER]. It is interesting to be noted that the 

co-occurrence of [NOUN + NUMERAL + QUANTIFIER] in Anal noun phrase is not 

permitted. Further Anal noun phrase can be formed by noun and post-positions as in 

the grammatical construction, [NOUN+ POST-POSITIONS].  

Like many other Tibeto-Burman languages, verb phrase in Anal frequently consists of 

only a verb root with various aspectual markers and person markers except the third 

person personal pronoun for which person is unmarked. 

Verb phrase in Anal frequently consists of only a verb with various pronominal 

prefixes and some of the aspectual markers. It is worth mentioning here that the 

pronominal prefixes kə-, ə-, and ʋə- occasionally preposed to the verb root, 

conversely, the aspectual markers -si, and -ʋəl always postposed to verb root. The 

verb phrase in Anal may also consists of verb, aspectual markers and post-verbal 

person markers. 

A verb phrase may also consist of verb and a noun phrase (NP). In this type of verb 

phrase structure, the NP functions as direct object of the verb and the NP always 

precede the verb i.e. [NOUN PHRASE + VERB] VP. 

There can be two noun phrases in Anal verb phrases as the structure of verb phrase is 

[NOUN PHRASE1 + NOUN PHRASE2 + VERB] VP. It is also worth mentioning here that the 

alternative order of the same verb phrase in Anal is: [NOUN PHRASE2 + NOUN PHRASE1 

+ VERB] VP as many other SOV languages of the world do. 

Like many other Tibeto-Burman languages, the adverbs in Anal precede the verb and 

it never follows the verb. The order of such grammatical elements in Anal verb phrase 

is: [ADVERB + VERB]. 

Chapter 7 deals with the clause and the sentence structure of Anal. It provides an 

overview of agreement, the different types of clauses, nominalization/relativization 
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pronominalization, causativization, interrogatives, negation and types of sentences in 

Anal. 

Like many other Kuki-Chin languages, Anal verbs are inflected for agreement both 

with subject and object arguments and also number distinctions. Anal shares a very 

strong agreement system among the Kuki-Chin languages of the Tibeto-Burman 

family. 

Declarative clauses in Anal are unmarked as other Tibeto-Burman languages do. In 

other words, no marker is employed to express declarative clause in the language. 

Structurally declarative clause can be categorized into two types: (i) verbal predicate 

and (ii) non-verbal predicate. 

As many other Tibeto-Burman languages, Anal employed the copula verb to link the 

two NPs i.e., NP1 and NP2. The copula ʋə/ʋa is used to form the nominal construction 

in the language. 

There is no morphosyntactic distinction between the formation of existential, 

possessive and locative constructions in Anal. The copular verb əm is employed to 

form existential, possessive and locative clauses in the language. 

In Anal, imperative clause is signaled by the particle -ʋa for the singular whereas -

khin for the plural suffix to the verb.  

In Anal, four strategies are employed to form interrogative clause viz. (i) by using 

question word (ii) by using question particle (iii) by using question word and particle 

(iv) by using rising intonation. 

The temporal clause in Anal is formed by subordinating words du ‘before’ and thəl 

‘after’ placed after the noun or a non-finite verb in a clause or sentence. In Anal the 

desiderative clause is formed by the desiderative morpheme num which is attached to 

the verb root. 

There are three nominalizing affixes. Out of which, one is prefix and two are suffixes. 

Anal makes use of nominalizing morpheme i- for the derivation of nouns from 
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action/process/stative verbs. The nominalizer -ča formed agentive nominals or 

nominalized clauses along with the general nominalizer i- and locative nominalizer -

na shows the event or actions into locations where the verbal event takes placed. 

In Anal, there are basically three pronominal markers, viz., the first person kə-, the 

second person nə-, and the third person ə- which can be prefixed to the following 

categories: kinship terms, body parts and alienable objects. Causativization in Anal is 

formed by adding a causative prefix pə- ~ pe- to the verb stem.  

Reflexivization Anal is expressed by means of reflexive morpheme -da ‘self’ which is 

attached to the corresponding pronominal prefixes.  

The interrogative clause is formed by using question word or question particle; 

sometimes both are used jointly to form the interrogative. Negation in Anal is 

expressed by means of affixation i.e., by the suffixation. Negative strategies in Anal 

are those which are employed to negate the whole proposition or the clause. There are 

basically two negative markers in Anal viz.:  mə and mi. The negative marker mə can 

occur both in pre and post verbal positions whereas the negator mi can only occur in 

the post-verbal position. Anal sentences may be classified into three types, viz., (i) 

simple (ii) complex and (iii) compound. 

Chapter 8 deals with the basic constituent order of the Anal language. Like many 

other south Asian languages, the basic order of the words in unmarked sentences in 

Anal is subject, object, verb (SOV). Anal preserves the features of other Kuki-Chin 

languages as pronouns can be dropped from the sentences and the pronominal 

prefixes kə-, ə- and ʋə- for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd person respectively are  attached to verb 

express the subject of the sentences. 

Chapter 9 deals with the findings and summary of the thesis. There are three 

appendices in the thesis. The first appendix contains one text of Anal language, 

second appendix is the Anal vocabularies and the third appendix contains numerals, 

months, weekdays and directions in Anal. 


