Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1. Language and People

Anal is a language as well as name of a tribal community inhabiting the South
Eastern, North West and Western part of Manipur. Anal is also one of the thirty
three recognized scheduled tribes of Manipur including recently recognized three
scheduled tribes viz., Paomei, Tarao, and Kharam (Manipur Gazette, 2003).
Linguistically, Anal belongs to Kuki-Chin sub group of the Tibeto-Burman
language family (Grierson-Konow, 1903). Anal has close affinities with Laizo and
Malshom languages (Ethnologue, 2005). Anal treated themselves as one of the
Pakan tribes which includes Moyon, Monsang and Lamkang. The Pakans come
from the Tibeto-Burman family belonging to the Mongolian race. The
neighbouring languages of Anal are Khoibu, Maring, Kom, Chothe, Tangkhul,
Monsang, Moyon and Maring, Lamkang etc.

1.2. Geographical and Demographic Distribution

Anal is densely populated in Chandel district which is situated in the South
Eastern part of Manipur. They occupy a large tract to the South East of Manipur in
Northeast India. They also lie between the Imphal valley to the North West,
Churachandpur to the West, the Chin hills to the South and the Kabaw Valley to
the East. Though they are mainly confined to Chandel district, quite a few villages
are also found earlier in Thoubal and Churachandpur districts of Manipur.
However due to migration, nowadays they are mainly confined to the Chandel
district. It is learned that few villages are also found in Myanmar, the border areas
of Manipur and Myanmar. As Anals are mainly confined in the Chandel district
which has four sub-divisions viz., Chandel, Chakpikarong, Tengnoupaland Machi
subdivisions. Out of these four sub-divisions, Anals are mainly concentrated in the

two sub-divisions namely Chandel and Chakpikarong sub-divisions.



The total population of Anal in Manipur was 13,853 according to the 2001 census
of India. However, after one decade, i.e., in the 2011 census of India, the total
population of Anal in Manipur was 23,923 i.e., increased by 9,070 from 2001 to
2011 census of India. The distribution of male and female, rural and urban

population of Anal of the 2011 census of India is summarized in the following

figure:
Total population Male Female
Rural and Urban 22,923 11,140 11,783
Rural 22,919 11,137 11,782
Urban 4 3 1

Table no. 1: Total population of Anal in Manipur



1.3. Linguistic Affiliation
Bradley (1997) in his article

Languages’ classified Anal under ‘Old Kuki’ as can be seen in Figure 1:

-
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Fig. 1. Genetic classification of Kuki-Chin Naga languages according to Bradley (1997)

1.4. Historical Background

Anal believes that their forefathers came out of Kho/ which has two meaning one
is ‘a deep hole in the earth’ and another is the ‘foreign country’. However,
according to the Anal legend, the Anals came out from the cave which was
covered with a stone and where about a savage tiger kept watch over the hole to
eat up the person who came out from the hole. Fortunately, two brave Anal heroes
Hanshu and Hantha successfully killed the tiger and came out from the hole and

spread their generations in this universe. It is believed that Anal Khullen is the

oldest village in Anal community.



The Anals treated themselves as Pakan. The word Anal seems to be of Meitei
origin as Anal in Manipuri is clean. The Ningthourel Lambuba, a first century
colonizer who came to Manipur and travelled all over the kingdom, whenever, he
passed through a place in the hills and slipped over some mossy ground and fell
down. The place he slipped was named Anal and the word nanba in Manipuri
means ‘slippery’ and from nanba it was corrupted to Anal'. It is believed that the
Meitei kings of Manipur had contact with Anal Khullen in the early part of the 16"
century. There is still a living legend within the Anal community that the Meitei
god of water and rain Wangbarel married a girl whose name was Shangnu from
Anal Khullen. Therefore, it is more likely, to be believed by the Anal themselves
that the name Anal was givento them by the Meiteis of Manipur. It support of
above statement, G. A. Grierson (1903) too rightly pointed out that, “The name of

the tribe Anal is that under which it is known to the Manipuris”.?

1.5. Socio-cultural and economic background

The Anals are patriarchal society. The houses are constructed on platforms which
are made up of mostly pine wood and planks that can be used for the walls and the
floors of the houses. They have two major clans viz. the Chanang or Masum and
Kori or Mulchal. The marriage within the same clan is strictly prohibited as done
in Manipuris or Meiteis. The proposal of marriage comes from boy’s side after the
boy choosing his life partner. They followed the various systems of marriage:
arrange marriage, love marriage etc. Widow marriage is not prohibited as done in

almost all tribal society of Manipur.

Agriculture is the main occupation of the Anal people. Their mode of cultivation is
Jhuming (or the shifting one). They plant rice, maize, pumpkin, guard, squash,
beans etc. Women are busy in weaving and engaging household works including
caring of children etc. The male members of Anal also engaged in cutting fire

woods, making baskets, hunting, fishing etc.

1. O. Bhogeshwar Singh: NingthourolLambuba, Imphal, p.272.
2. Grierson: Linguistic Survey of India, Volume III, part II, page 272.



It is also observed that due to modernization, they did not totally engage on
cultivation, hunting, fishing ete. as they planned to earn money in different ways
i.e., by engaging in different types of business. Nowadays, they are well educated
and consequently they got job in governmental and non-governmental

organizations.

1.6. Script and Literature

It is well known fact that the tribal people of North-East India do not have their
own script. Likewise, Anal do not have their own script to write their language.
They used Roman script to write their language with some modifications. It is also
observed that younger generations are used to learn Meitei script as it is taught in
schools under the government of Manipur. Like many other Tibeto-Burman
languages, Anal has tonal distinctions. So the tonal distinction is not reflected in
their present writing system. Moreover, no any attempt has also been made to
devise a phonemic based writing system where tone can be marked
orthographically. Consequently, the preparation of Anal writing system according
to the phonological structure of the language is necessary for semantic

interpretation of the language at large.

As many other tribal people of Manipur, there is no healthy written literature in
Anal, but they have a rich oral literature which has not been recorded or
documented in proper way. It is interesting to note that most of the younger
generations of Anal are not well aware of their heritage oral literature in the form
of folk songs, folk tales, oral narratives etc., as it plays a crucial role to enhance
their literature in great extend. Moreover, Anal oral literature compose of the
beautiful depiction of Anal society in which it flourished such as the ways of life,
customs, institutions, joys, sorrows etc. which are inherited from their forefathers.
Interestingly, this beautiful unwritten, unexplored literature has been orally
transmitted from generation to generation, but in recent times some scholars have

brought out some of the essence of Anal oral literature in their publications.



1.7. Education

The Anal people understand the privilege of education in modern era particularly
the mother tongue education. Due to non-availability of schooling in their mother
tongue, Anal people used to educate their children in English medium schools
irrespective of their economic condition. However, most of the older generation
had their schooling in Manipuri medium. It is important to note that Anal language
has not been introduced as a medium of instruction or a subject in the schools or
institutions. But there has been forcibly demanded for implementing Anal as a
subject in the schools or institutions under the Government of Manipur.
Furthermore, it can also be mentioned that Anal people are well educated.
Consequently, the maximum of Anal people are government employees and

sustained their life different from their early age.

1.8. Multilingualism

Anal people can speak Manipuri other than their mother tongue. Interestingly most
of the educated people can speak English and Hindi, one of the scheduled
languages of India. It is also important to note that Manipur is amulti-lingual,
multi-ethnic and multi-cultural state and Manipuri is the dominant language in the
state. Therefore, almost all the tribes use Manipuri in their inter-ethnic
communication. It is also worth mentioning here that multilingualism is on the
upsurge in Anal community due to influence of the dominant languages. It is true
that linguistic minorities, in particular, have developed a stable multilingualism as

a normal way of life as it is happened in the case of Anal.

1.9. Attitude of the Speaker

The attitude of the Anal people towards their mother tongue is highly positive.
They consider that their mother tongue is the best of all languages
regardless of its utility in the present world. They also consider their
mother tongue as the best medium for the expression of cultural values. Till today
their language has been retained as a vehicle of their identity, indigenous
knowledge systems, cultural ethos, ritual practices and oral literature. Therefore,
there is a great effort from the side of Anal community to maintain their language

in order to preserve and protect their identity.



However, with the advent of mass media, especially television, radio, cinema and
other communication systems, the younger generation of the community is
attracted more towards major or powerful languages at the cost of their parental
home language i.e., there is also a tendency for younger generations to use English
among the peer groups in Anal community. This may lead to language shift or loss
in the community in near future. It is also observed that they do not have any
negative attitude towards the dominant language of the region, i.e., Manipuri.
Manipuri is considered useful for communication with other neighboring tribes in

Manipur.

1.10. Language Use and Vitality

Anal people used their language specifically at home domain and also outside
communication among themselves. However at the time of interaction with non-
Anal speakers, they usually speak in either Manipuri or English. They used
Manipuri or English at the market or work place whereas Manipuri is
more preferably used at Office or Institutions. As many other tribal people,
Anal do not have their indigenous script and written literature. Similarly, Anal is
not used as medium of instruction in schools, colleges and other institutions.
However, it is used as the medium for broadcast of programmes in All India
Radio, Imphal for few minutes occasionally. It is also worth mentioning here that
Anal discontinues their old traditional/cultural practices in the form of folk songs,
folk dances, proverbs, fishing, hunting, craftsmanship, games, economic and
political systems. Due to the above factors, the younger generation of Anal tribe
disuse the lexical items related to indigenous flora-fauna, counting system, name
of season, festivals, games and sports, food habits etc. So the large part of
vocabularies of Anal language may obsolesce in the near future. Consequently, the

viability of Anal language in the near future is also not clearly visible.

1.11. Interest of the Community

Anal people are well in good in terms of their moral and spirituality. When [ went
to propose to Anal community for pursuing my research on their language, the
community warmly welcomed me and I stayed there in Anal villages for collecting

data as if my second home. The way they treated me clearly indicates that the Anal
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people are really interested to protect their language and ethnic identity. Whenever
I went to collect data, they spend lot of time with me avoiding their personal
works and ready to give any information whatever I need. No doubt, they are
trying to develop their language and culture in showing their positive response for

the description their language in proper way.

1.12. Data and Methodology

The present work is the structural description of the Anal, an endangered Tibeto-
Burman language (UNESCO, 2009) which is mainly spoken in the two sub-
divisions of Chandel district in Manipur viz. Chandel and Chakpikarong. It is
important to note that Chandel and Chakpikarong are about 65 and 96 kilometers
respectively away from Imphal, the capital city of Manipur. The name of the
villages where data have been collected are Chingkhu, Kanan, Japhou, Chandel
Christian and Khambathel villages from Chandel sub-division, and Akaphe,
Khubi, Rungchang and Shalluk villages from Chakpikarong sub division. The data
for the present study is based on the primary source which is collected through
direct interview, group discussion and observation methods. The data which are
collected from a speaker is cross checked with another speaker. As a part of the
methodology, the word and sentence lists and folk tales are recorded in the
Manipur University Language Laboratory, Canchipur, and analyzed the relevant
data with the help of spectrograph. Other than the primary sources, the secondary

sources like books, journals, articles etc. are also used for the present study.



