Chapter-2

Review of Literature
The linguistic work on Zeme 1s very limited. Some of the related linguistic work
available on Zeme language is Grierson-Konow’s (1903) Linguistics Survey of
India Vol. III, Part II, Culcutta; Geoftfrey Edward Morrison (1967) in his thesis
‘The Classification of the Naga Languages of North-East India’, University of
London, UK.
In Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. 11I, Pt.Il, G.A Grierson (1903) pointed out
that Kachcha Naga (Zeme) is a transition language between Angami and the
languages of the Bodo group. He also mentioned that the letters » and / are
interchangeable. Thus, La or Ra, ‘God’; lan or ran, ‘wealth’. He also explained
that when the termination commences with one of these letters, it always
become / after a consonant, but » after a vowel. Thus, pahut-lana, ‘having run’;
bai-rana; ‘having beaten’: lan ‘wealth’ ka-ran; his wealth.
Grierson (1903) mentions that the prefix mi is used in the case of nouns relating
to parts of the human body, such as mi-pa ‘hand’, He further discusses that the
same prefix 1s very loosely joined to the ain noun, and is liable to be dropped
when a pronominal prefix precedes. Thus a-pa ‘my hand’. Similarly the prefix
b’ 1s used without changing the meaning of a word as such b°-gi or gi “a house’.
Grierson pointed out that no article is found in the language/languages,

sometimes kat ‘one’ 1s used as an indefinite article. Gender is indicated in the
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case of living beings, such as asi ‘brother’, akina ‘sister’, em-bo ‘a Naga man’
em-bui ‘a Naga woman’. The Purality is formed by suffixes as such mina ‘man’
mina-mi ‘men’. Similarly the case is expressed by suffixes as such,

NOM godom ‘a cow’

ACC godom-ki, godom-ju ‘a cow’

INSTRU godom-ne, godom-gene  ‘by a cow’

DAT godom-ne, godom-beng  ‘to a cow’

ABL godom-gene ‘from a cow’

GEN godom-gu ‘of'a cow’

LOC godom-teno ‘in a cow’ godom-ga ‘in or into a cow’

Grierson also pointed out that the adjectives do not change for gender and the
adjectives follow the noun it qualifies. There are three personal pronouns viz.
anui ‘I’, nang ‘you’ and ji ‘he/she/it’.

He further mentioned that there 1s no distinction between verbs and other parts
of speech namely nouns, adjectives, and pronouns freely taking verbal
terminations as such inu-da ‘it 1s a man, mina-gu ‘it will be man’, i-da ‘is good,
i-gu ‘will be good’. Furthermore, the idea of tense and moods are expreesed by
suffixes. There are two main tenses viz., future and non-future. The tenses do
not change for number or person. The following table shows how the tenses etc.

are foemed for the root lu ‘get’.
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Non-future anui lu-du ‘1 get, 1 got’
Future anui lu-gu ‘I shall get’
Perfect anui chuna lu-du  ‘literally I got, I have got’

Definite present  anui chuna lu-gu ‘literally I shall get.’

Plu perfect anui lu-da-le ‘I had got’

Future perfect anui lu-gu-da-le, 1 shall have got.
Imperative lu-jo, lu-cho ‘get thou’, lu-la ‘let him go’
Conditional anui lu-la-jai “1f I get or had got’

Infinitives, present /u-ra ‘to get’

Past lu-ra-da-le ‘to have got’
The causative 1s expressed by the verb pe-ra ‘to give’ to the infinitive of the
principal verb as such anui lu-ra pe-gu ‘I shall cause to get.’
He also described that the negative is expressed by suffixing ma or mak to the
verb after conjugation as such anui lugu-ma (or mak) ‘1 shall not get.
Geoffrey Edward Morrison (1967) 1n his thesis ‘The Classification of the Naga
Languages of North-East India’ describes phonological sketch of Zeme.
According to Morrison, Zeme has following four vowels, twenty four consonants
and six diphthongs. He mentioned about the consonant initials which includes k, g,
n, nk, 1y, ¢, nc, t, d, n, nt, nd, nn, p, b, m, mp, mb, mm, 1, I, w, nr, s, z, h, ns, nz,
zero. Vowels includes 1, e, a, ua, u. Diphthongs includes ai, au, oi, eu, ui. Final

consonants include zero, k, n, 9, t, n, p, m.
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Besides, Gangumei Kamei (1992) ‘A History of Zeliangrong Naga’, Spectrum
publications, Guwahati & Delhi; Bower Ursula Graham (1952) ‘Naga Path’,
Reader Union, London; Th. Baba Chandra Singha, (1996) ‘The Socio-Economic
Life of Zeme Naga in the Twentieth Century’, Spectrum publications, Guwahati
& Delhi; Bower Ursula Graham (1952) Naga Path, Reader Union, London; Th.
Baba Chandra Singha, (1996) ‘The Socio-Economic Life of Zeme Naga in the
Twentieth Century’, unpublished Ph.D dissertation, Department of History,
Manipur University. Zeme Literature Committee, N.C. Hills District, Assam
(2008), ‘Teluichu Dictionary’ (Anglo-Zeme). Pauning Haikam, Kedutso Kapfo
(2011) ‘Zeme Folktales’, Mysore; Central Institute of Indain Languages. Zeme
Council North East India (2012), ‘Zeme Cultural Heritages and Customary
Laws’ and Ramdina Laisim’s Tribes of N. C. Hills, Assam. However, the above
mentioned work did not discuss the structure of Zeme language in the systematic
way rather the above books present historical and socio-cultural aspects of the

Zeme.

15



