Chapter-3

Phonology

3.1. Phonemic Inventory

The phonemic inventory of Zeme consists of twenty (20) consonant phonemes, six
(6) vowels and two (2) tones (raising and falling). The phonemic inventory of

Zeme is described in the following sections.

3.1.1. Vowels

Zeme has six (6) vowel phonemes viz., /i, e, 3, a, 0 and u/ showing a three way
contrast of tongue positions: front, central and back. It also distinguished at the
three levels of tongue height- high, mid and low. In Zeme, the front and central
vowels are unrounded while back vowel i1s rounded. The following table no.1

shows the vowel phonemes of Zeme.

Front Central | Back

High 1 u
Mid e ) 0
Low a

Table No.1.Vowel phonemes of Zeme
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3.1.2. Consonant:

There are twenty (20) consonantal phonemes, /p, b, ¢, d, k, g, p", t", k", ¢, s, 2, h, m,
n, n, I, r, w, / In Zeme. According to their place of articulation, they can be
categorized as bilabial, alveolar, palatal, velar and glottal. Similarly in terms of
their manner of articulation, consonant phonemes of Zeme can be categorized into
stops, fricatives, nasals, trill, lateral and approximant. All the consonantal
phonemes occurs word initially and medially. However, the nasals, /m, n, y/ and
voiceless stops, /p, ¢, k / can occur 1n all the three positions of the word. The

consonant phonemes of Zeme are 1llustrated in the following table no.2.

Bilabial Alveolar | Palatal Velar Glottal
VL. vd. | VL. vd. | V. Vd. | VL. Vvd. | VL. Vd
Stops | UAS | p b t d k g
AS pt th kb
Affricates ¢
Fricatives S z h
Nasals m n I\
Lateral 1
Trill r
Approximant w y

Table no. 2: Consonant phonemes in Zeme
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From the above illustration, it 1s stated that Zeme has nine stops consisting of un-
aspirated voiceless /p, t, k/, aspirated voiceless stops /p”¢" k% and un-aspirated
voiced /b, d/ which lack their aspirated counterpart /6/ and /d%. Like many other
Tibeto-Burman languages, aspiration is phonemic in the language and the voicing
1s also one of distinctive features in the case of consonantal phonemes in Zeme.
Like many other Tibeto-Burman languages, Zeme has three nasal sounds /m, n,
and y/, all of them occur in all three positions viz., initially, medially and finally.
Other consonant sounds in the language are affricates /¢/, fricative /s, z, h /, lateral

/7, trill /r/ and approximant /w/and /y/ respectively.

3.2. Tone:

Tone is a term refers to the distinctive pitch level of a syllable. Like many other
Tibeto-Burman languages, Zeme has two tones i.e., raising and falling. The raising
and falling tones are marked by acute /'/ and grave /°/ respectively as shown in the

following table no. 3.

Rising Falling

!

Table no.3: Tones in Zeme

hali ‘burgain’

2

hali “pot
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kube ‘calling’

kube ‘caurage’
hégi ‘evening’
hegi ‘curry’
mira ‘flame’
mira ‘bone’
pako ‘voice’
pako ‘shell’
habe ‘white’
habe ‘collect’
cakbe ‘pulling’
cakbe ‘counting’
niyambe ‘sandy’
niyambe ‘overflow’
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3.3. Contrasting pairs

The contrasting pairs of vowels and consonants in the language are described as

follows:

3.3.1. Vowels:

The six (6) vowel phonemes of Zeme are established on the basis of the following

contrasting pairs which are illustrated in the following examples:

/a/vs. /o/:

/a/ vs. /u/:

/a/ vs. /e/:

/sabe/
/sobe/
/haza/

/hazo/

/heka/
/heku/
/paca/

/pacu/

/mica/

/mice/

<

say’
‘boil’
rat’

‘monkey’

‘fish’
‘creditor’
‘fat’

‘to him/her’

‘fat’

‘sinew’
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/i/vs. /u/:

/o/ vs. /u/:

/i/ vs /e/:

/e/ vs. /a/:

/haka/

/hoke/

/mizi/
/mizu/
/miki/

/miku/

/Cobe/
/Cube/
/kobe/

/kube/

/pemi/
/peme/
/gibe/

/gebe/

/keli/

/kali/

‘parrot’

‘knife’

‘name’
‘face’
‘home’

‘throat’

‘ride’
‘begin’
‘bellows’

‘brave’

‘tail/fee’
‘image’

‘red

‘challenge’

‘squirrel’

‘mongoose’
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/e/ vs. /o/:

3.3.2. Consonants:

/hera/ ‘god’

/hara/ ‘bean’
/lebe/ “protect’
/lobe/ “flow’
/pake/ ‘word’
/pako/ ‘voice/shell’

The twenty (20) consonant phonemes of Zeme are established on the basis of the

following contrasting pairs which are illustrated in the following examples:

/p/vs. /b/:

/t/ vs./d/:

/pabe/ ‘naughty’
/babe/ ‘bright’
/pibe/ ‘bind’
/bibe/ ‘cut’
/tuibe/ ‘grasp’
/duibe/ ‘short’
/taibe/ ‘near’
/daibe/ ‘again’
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/k/ vs. /g/:
/kebe/ ‘demand’
/gebe/ ‘gain/red’

/kumbe/ ‘lost’

/gumbe/ ‘cover’

/p/ vs. /p"/:
/pai/ ‘village court’
/plai/ ‘cloth’
/puibe/ ‘lead’
/ptuibe/ “full’

1t/ vs. /{'/:
/kantabe/ ‘straight line’
/kont'abe/  ‘play’
/ka-ketabe/  ‘fry’
/ka-ket’abe/  ‘washing’

/k/ vs. /K'/:
/kabe/ ‘stamp’
/k'abe/ ‘bitter'
/kube/ ‘brave’
/k'ube/ ‘bold’
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/m/vs. /n/:

/pomi/ ‘cost’

/pani/ ‘time’

/maibe/ ‘ripe’

/naibe/ ‘like/believe’
/m/vs. /y/:

/maube/ ‘mistake’

/maube/ ‘see’

/maibe/ ‘ripe’

/maibe/ ‘nudge’
/m/vs. /n/:

/naiyube/ ‘ask’

/maiyube/ ‘lean’

/naibe/ ‘like/believe’

/naibe/ ‘nudge’
/p/Vs. /-

/pibe/ ‘see’

/tibe/ ‘long’

/tori/ ‘race’

/pariya/ ‘line’

24



/p/ vs. /k/-

/t/vs. /k/:

A/ vs. /r/:

/¢/vs. /s/:

/pakbe/
/kakbe/

/pumbe/

/kumbe/

/tobe/
/kobe/
/kube/

/tube/

/lube/
/rube/
/limbe/

/rimbe/

/Cobe/
/sobe/
/cube/

/sube/

<

run’
‘answer’
‘swelling’

‘sweet/cover’

‘throw’
‘wait’
‘courage’

‘argument’

‘take’
‘burn/roast’
‘dance’

‘calm’

‘ride’
‘boil (tr)’
‘begin’

Cdig7
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/s/vs. /z/:

/s/vs. /h/:

/¢/ vs. /h/:

W/ vs. Iy/:

/sobe/
/zobe/
/soube/

/zoube/

/suibe/
/huibe/
/sabe/

/habe/

/Caibe/
/haibe/
/Cibe/

/hibe/

/kuwabe/

/kiyabe/

‘boil’
‘sell’

‘leave’

‘leak’

‘follow
‘wash’
say

‘white’

‘die’
‘mixed’

‘know’

‘earn’

‘wait’

‘reading’
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3.4. Distribution of phonemes
3.4.1. Vowels

Zeme has six vowel phonemes and all vowel phonemes in the language cannot
occur 1n all three positions: initial, medial, and final. Vowels /o, u, a/ cannot occur
word initially, on the contrary vowel /2/ cannot occur word finally. Vowel /i, u /
can occur 1n all the positions and occurrence of vowel /u/ in the initial position 1s

very rare in the language.

Occurrence of /i/:

Initial position

Vi%a T

/inga/ ‘crow’

/inkui/ ‘bee’

/incai/ ‘salt’

/insum/ ‘drum’
Medial position

/tinne/ ‘mosquito’

/kimp'um/  ‘roof’
/tin/ ‘rain’

/ritbe/ ‘heavy’
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Final position

Occurrence of /e/:

Medial position

Final position

/hinbe/

/radi/
/kuri/
/imbaci/
/hali/

/tapi/

/oket/

/peken/
/karen/
/miney/

/hetcin/

/mine/
/inkane/
/pike/
/minke/

/mice/

‘fear’

‘tiger’

‘garden lizard’
‘mango’
‘cooking pot’

‘support belt

<

one’

‘wing’
‘grasshopper’
‘ligament’

‘wood’

‘thigh’
‘cockroach’
‘horn’
‘kidney’

‘sinew’
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Occurrence of /a/:
Medial position
/patan/ ‘handle’
/mizak/ ‘arm pit’

/midan/ ‘buttock’

/mihak/ ‘palate’
/inray/ ‘cactus’
Final position
/inca/ ‘oven’
/mira/ ‘flame/bone’
/haga/ ‘crab’
/kunda/ ‘rhinoceros’
/miga/ ‘chest’
Occurrence of /a/:
Initial position
/agu/ ‘my’
/onui/ ‘we’

/asa/ ‘tea



Medial position

Occurrence of /0/:

‘Medial position

Final position

/bamti/

/mitom/
/pambi/
/pakam/

/panay/

/tokci/
/pacop/
/picop/
/paicop/

/hekicop/

/kamo/
/kapo/
/tino/
/mikoklo/

/mimuiko/

‘bench’
‘hair’
(ray3

b

‘valley

“gill’

‘brinjal’
‘slough’
‘shoe’

‘crown’

‘knife belt’

‘cloud’
‘elephant’
‘porcupine’

‘knee’
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Occurrence of /u/:

Initial position

/uyen/ ‘peacock’
Medial position
/pumbum/  ‘bud’
/gumlai/ ‘turmeric’
/gutbe/ ‘shave’
/runbe/ ‘hush’
/dumpok/  ‘bomb’
Final position
/miku/ ‘throat’
/hetu/ ‘thorn’
/intu/ ‘stone’
/tebu/ ‘wasp’
/mizu/ ‘face’

3.4.2. Consonants

All consonant phonemes cannot occur in the initial, medial and final positions of a
word. Some of the phonemes / p”, b, t*, d, k", ¢, z, s, h, [, r, w, y/ can occur only 1n

the initial and medial positions but not in the final position. Out of the twenty three
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consonants, voiced nasals /m, n, y/, voiceless stops /p, t, k / can occur 1n all three

positions. They are illustrated in the following examples:

Occurrence of /p/:

Initial position

Medial position

Final position

/pumbe/
/pik’ai/

/petcan/
/punbe/

/pero/

/pampi/
/mipumci/
/dapin/
/mipo/

/hepa/

/picip/
/pasap/
/pahop/

/kuiciyap/

‘swelling’
‘trunk’

‘after’

< 2

carry

‘empty’

‘half’
‘strength’
‘stream’
‘dress’

‘mushroom’

‘nest’
“‘piece’

‘swamp’

‘honey-comb’

32



Occurrence of /p"/:

Initial position

Medial position

Occurrence of /b/:

Initial position

/mibacop/

/p'ai/
/phaitak/
/phaita/
/p'aibe/

/puibe/

/kaprai/
/kep"aiyu/
/impliyak/
/tapam/

/nep'in/

/bangoci/
/bibe/
/buida/

/basa/

‘glove’

‘cloth’
‘grass’
‘grazing’
‘casting’

“full’

‘bran (grain husk)’
‘hoe’
‘trap’
‘duck’

‘mucus’

‘guava’

< 2

cut
‘enough’

‘servant’
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Medial position

Occurrence of /1/:

Initial position

Medial position

/buiki/

/pebau/
/kebanki/
/pebam/

/kabun/

/ruibum/

/tinkai/
/talab/
/taloine/
/tinkau/

/timbepe/

/heti/
/intiya/
/hetai/
/ketum/

/patay/

‘cowshed’

Cgang’
Jail®
‘place’

‘snow’

‘egg

wind’
‘caterpillar’
‘caockle’
‘locust’

‘leech’

cow’

‘handle’
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Final position

/Cirit/ ‘tailor’
/hararit/ ‘disease’
/pitet/ ‘heat’
/tomset/ ‘hair pin’
/parit/ ‘weight’

Occurrence of //:
Initial position
/thinbehi/ ‘prohibited time’
/thauba/ ‘oilcake’
Medial position
/kanttuibe/  ‘spit’
/partaudibe/ ‘essence’

/kithinki/ ‘hut’

/int"au/ ‘sugarcane’
/tinithi/ ‘weekly wage’
Occurrence of /d/:
Initial position
/dui/ ‘water’
/dapin/ ‘steam’
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Medial position

Occurrence of /k/:

Initial position

Medial position

/duilui/
/dibe/

/dumbe/

/miday/
/padui/
/hado/
/lidibe/

/kidibe/

/kiyabe/
/kazi/
/kelenre/
/kuri/

/kup’en/

/pako/
/heka/

/poke/

‘lion’
‘big

“pack’

‘buttock’
‘liquor’
‘barn’

‘cauldron

‘dagger’

‘read’
‘eel’
‘eagle’
‘lizard’
‘butterfly’
‘voice’
“fish’

‘word’
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Final position

Occurrence of /k"/:

Initial position

Medial position

/heku/

/hotuki/

/kasak/
/naimik/
/rihik/
/tediyak/

/tiyak/

/krampak/
/kragaici/

/kragau/

/krauruige/

/kraurin-ni/

/mik’o/
/inkam/
/pik’ai/

/kakroica/

‘creditor’

‘court’

‘kail’
‘sun’
‘louse’
‘hammer’

net’

‘door leaves’

‘bitter guard’
‘crawfish’

‘hide (animal skin)’

‘cattle festival’

‘smoke’
‘door’
‘trunk’

‘fishing rode’
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Occurrence of /g/:

Initial position

Medial position

Occurrence of /¢/:

Initial position

/inkradakpe/

/ginbe/
/gabe/
/gutbe/
/guibe/

/gadibe/

/inga/
/miga/
/hagi/
/hegi/

/pehige/

/cali/
/cekaki/
/calan-bay/

/cinraiyu/

‘basket making’

“patient’
‘without’
‘enter’
‘feed’

‘lost’

‘crow’
‘chest’
‘curry’
‘afternoon’

‘in time’

‘kettle’
“pocket’
‘cotton tree’

2

‘yam
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Medial position

Occurrence of /s/:

Initial position

Medial position

/Ciyambe/

/raci/
/inca/
/kacak/
/pacin/

/gimici/

/saibe/
/sube/

/sakpe/
/soibe/

/sabe/

/misun/
/kisa/
/tasiyan/
/mikasa/

/herasi/

‘art’

‘pepper’
‘oven’
‘gold’
‘Interest’

‘bullet’

‘belly’
‘partial’
‘curse’
‘molar’

‘religion’
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Occurrence of /z/:

Initial position

Medial position

Occurrence of /h/:

Initial position

/zobe/ ‘sell’
/zugaibe/ ‘lead’
/zocobe/ ‘rise’

/zupakbe/  ‘elopement’

/zinaba/ ‘human excrement’
/heza/ ‘mouse’

/pazi/ ‘name’

/kaza/ ‘crossbeam’

/inzu/ ‘over’

/haza/ ‘monkey’

/hami/ “fire’

/harao/ ‘grave’

/huibe/ ‘long’

/huitobe/ ‘rinse’

/hakauki/ ‘cave’
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Medial position

Occurrence of /m/:

Initial position

Medial position

/kaha/
/rohet/
/pahi/
/mihui/

/mihi/

/magum/
/mipum/
/mipi/
/miba/

/mikini/

/tama/
/pome/
/pemi/
/kemo/

/hemizai/

‘bridge’
‘cane’
‘time’
‘soul’

‘wage’

‘cobra’
‘body’
‘leg
‘hand’

Cgum7

‘root’
‘map
‘fee
‘cloud’

‘hell’
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Final position

Occurrence of /n/:

Initial position

Medial position

/keram/
/pegum/
/inkum/
/palom/

/hinnam/

/niyakbe/
/nimbe/
/nabe/
/mumbe/

/nomrobe/

/tana/
/mane/
/tane/
/tonibe/

/honei/

‘otter’
‘hd’
‘orchid’
‘cause’

‘blessing’

‘crusher’
‘catch’
‘near’
‘hinder’
‘hunt’
“pus’
‘“pumpkin’

“till”

‘throw away’

‘fox’
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Final position

Occurrence of /y/:

Initial position

Medial position

/pancin/
/mincin/
/tinbun/

/hekun/

/peken/

Imaulok/
/momhaiyu/
/maube/

/maikaiyube/

‘claw/paw’
‘nail’

‘ash’
‘horse’

‘wing’

‘heron’
‘touch-me-not
‘sight’

“fall’

/maugai-lakbe/ ‘hate’

/hana/
/tinibe/
/tino/
/pana/

/hani/

‘langur’
‘mosquito’
‘porcupine
‘yolk’

‘festival’
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Final position

Occurrence of /I/:

Initial position

Medial position

/kanran/ “fin’
/hacuway/  ‘mynah’
/mitun/ ‘breast’

/mikatay/  ‘jaw

/minkin/ ‘marrow’

iyambe/  ‘fly’
/lunbe/ ‘birth’
/letbe/ ‘open’
/lugetbe/ ‘harvest’

/aisitay/ ‘pencil’

/keli/ ‘squirrel’
/mitali/ ‘forehead’
/mila/ ‘naval’
/kelon/ ‘thread’
/palom/ ‘reason’
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Occurrence of /r/:

Initial position

Medial position

Occurrence of w/:

Initial position

/rahin/ ‘crane’
/raci/ ‘pepper
/rekoma/ ‘crocodile’
/rinbe/ ‘alive’

/rohuiki/ ‘building’

/barabe/ ‘dawn’

/mira/ ‘flame’
/turici/ ‘pomegranate’
/moare/ ‘garden’

/hariya/ ‘rope’

/wanbe/ ‘come’
/wankaduibe/ ‘assembly’

/wancanbe/  ‘arrive’
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Medial position

/hekuwa/ ‘dish’

/macuwa/  ‘shirt’
/paruwa/ ‘tune’
/pasuwa/ ‘before’
/keluwa/ ‘soon’

Occurrence of /y/:

Medial position
/kiyabe/ ‘read’
/liyabe/ ‘show’
/siyadibe/  ‘fail’
/tiyakpe/ ‘gossip’
/pariya/ ‘standard’
3.5. Diphthongs:

Zeme has six diphthongs /ai, ao, oi, au, ui, ai/. All the six diphthongs cannot occur
in all the three position. Among these, /ao/ cannot occur in medial position and the

occurrence of /0i/ in the final position is rare in this language.
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3.5.1. Distribution of diphthongs:

Occurrence of /ai/:

Medial position

Final position

Occurrence of /ao/:

Medial position

/kaibe/
/Caibe/
/maimik/
/pigaibe/

/zugaibe/

/tinkai/
/micai/
/hazai/
/habai/

/kezai/

/saobe/
/miyaone/

/naokube/

put’
‘death’

< 2

sun

‘bind’

‘guide’

T e?

‘air
‘back’
‘blood’
‘trap’

‘lake’

‘rest’
‘cat’

‘marriage’
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/maokenabe/ ‘despair’
/naokan-nabe/*despise’

Final position

/inrao/ ‘comb’
/harao/ ‘grave’
/misao/ ‘elbow’
/cao/ ‘who’
/Cipao/ ‘old’
/mitasao/ ‘cubit’

Occurrence of /oi/:

Medial position

/koibe/ “pick’
/soibe/ ‘hear’
/baroine/ ‘ring’
/doibe/ ‘tempt’

/kihoibe/ ‘wave’
Final position
/kakhoi/ ‘hook’

/karamoi/ ‘dust’



Occurrence of /2i/:

Medial position
/laisi/ ‘book’
/raidi/ ‘general’
/zaipi/ ‘cauliflower’
/taipi/ ‘pea’

/taiwanbe/  ‘bring’

Final position

/micai/ ‘liver’
/ingai/ raw’
/inrai/ ‘axe’
/hegai/ ‘metal’

/hepipai/ ‘flag
Occurrence of /ui/:
Medial position
/p'uibe/ “full’
/buidibe/ ‘enough’
/mimuiko/  ‘lip’
/inzuiki/ ‘chicken

/cuitobe/ ‘eraser’



Final position

Occurrence of /ou/:

Medial position

Final position

/misui/

/mimui/
/mihui/
/hemui/

/herui/

/maube/
/soube/
/roube/
/toube/

/saugaibe/

/padau/
/hazau/
/magau/

/hagau/

‘heel’

‘mouth’

‘soul’
sin

‘spirit’

‘guilt’
‘leave’
‘write'

‘burn’

‘abandon’

‘quarter’
win
‘straw’

‘frog’
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3.6. Consonant sequence

Consonant sequences in Zeme are very rich and they only occur in word medial
position only. The three different types of consonant sequences are found in Zeme.

The possible consonant sequences in the language are illustrated as follows:

(1) Gemination

(2) Homorganic

(3) Contiguous

3.6.1. Gemination

Consonants which have similar features both in place and manner of articulations
are treated as Germination. In Zeme, gemination is found in the nasal sounds only

and occurs in the word medial position as illustrated in the following examples:

-n.n- /kon.nugbe/ ‘melt’

-n.y- /tin.ne/ ‘mosquito’

-m.m- /im.may/ ‘fireplace’

3.6.2. Homorganic

In homorganic sequence, phonemes have similar feature either in place of

articulation or manner of articulation as illustrated in the following examples:
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-U‘m-

k.p-

-k.b-

-m.b-

_m.p_

-m.d-

-n.m-

-n.s-

-n.r-

-n.t-

-n.th-

/moaren.pa/

/in.gak/

/in.kui/

/in.k"im/

/tin.mik/

/moarik.pui/

/sok.be/

/im.bun/

/im.pet.bay/

/haokum.dan/

/kun.maran/

/kun.soaibe/

/kon.ran/

/kun.ta/

/in.t"ui/

‘marigold’

‘craw’

‘bee’

‘mole’

(day’

‘insect’

‘drink’

‘beetle’

‘marsh’

‘bolt’

‘donkey’

‘earthworm’

Lﬁn7

‘bell’

‘basket’

52



3.6.3. Contiguous

Contiguous sequence 1s a sequence in which phonemes have adjacent or
neighbouring positions either in place or manner of articulation. Consider the

following examples:

-n.¢- /pan.cin/ ‘claw/paw’

-n.d.- /tin.daiyu/  ‘clay’

-m.g- /hagum.gim/ ‘tusk’

-m.l-  /him.lo/ ‘hall’

-n.r- /kalen.re/  ‘eagle’

-n.h- /tun.hi/ ‘cyclone’
-n.c-  /tip.cu/ ‘rock’
-k.¢-  Jtok.ci/ ‘brinjal’

-n.l-  /son.lin/ ‘sea’

3.7. Syllabic Structures:

A syllable in Zeme must contain a vowel or vowel like element functioning as a
nucleus of the same. The syllabic structures of monosyllabic words in the

language are: CV, CVV and CVC. It is also observed that Zeme words contain
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only of a vowel as exemplified below. Here the symbol V and C represents vowels

and consonants respectively.

3.7.1. Monosyllabic words

In monosyllabic words, the CV is the most common pattern however, a vowel can
be a syllable or a morpheme or a word in Zeme as many other Tibeto-Burman

languages do. Furthermore, monosyllabic words in Zeme can be open or closed

syllables as discussed in the following sections:

3.7.1.1. Open syllable

The pattern of open syllable in mono-syllabic words in Zeme is illustrated in the

following table with examples:

Lexeme Gloss Syllable type
i ‘T A%
pa ‘s’he’ CvV
dui ‘water’ Cvv

Table no. 4: Zeme monosyllabic open syllable

3.7.1.2. Closed syllable

The pattern of closed syllables in mono-syllabic words in Zeme i1s illustrated in the

following table no.5.
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Lexeme Gloss Syllable type
tiy ‘rain’ CVC

tak ‘cooked rice’

Table no. 5: Zeme monosyllabic closed syllable

3.7.2. Disyllabic words

Disyllabic words are commonly found in Zeme. In other word, the native Zeme
speaker frequently used disyllabic words in their day to day conversation. The

disyllabic word in Zeme can be of open and closed syllable as illustrated below:

3.7.2.1. Open syllable

The disyllabic word with various syllabic patterns in Zeme 1is illustrated in the

following table no.6.

Lexeme Gloss Syllable type
ibe ‘good’ VCV
inca ‘oven’ VCCV
lebe ‘protect’ CvCcv
Cuibe ‘push’ CVVCV
ritbe ‘stalk’ CvCcv
gumlai ‘turmeric’ CVCCVV

Table no. 6: Zeme disyllabic open syllable

55



3.7.2.2. Closed syllable

The disyllabic closed syllable with various syllabic patterns in Zeme 1s illustrated

in the following table no. 7.

Lexeme Gloss Syllable type
kazik ‘heat’ CVCVC
inray ‘cactus’ VCCVC

pumbum ‘bud’ CvVCCVC

Table no. 7: Zeme disyllabic closed syllable

3.7.3. Trisyllabic words

Trisyllabic words are also commonly found in Zeme. Trisyllabic words in Zeme

can be divided into open and closed syllable as can be illustrated as follows:

3.7.3.1. Open syllable

Open trisyllabic words with various syllabic patterns in Zeme are illustrated in the

following table no.8.

Lexeme Gloss Syllable type
kuliyu ‘gecko’ CVCvVCV
liyambe “fly’ CVCVCCV
pambiyu “flash’ CVCCVCV

kunrekpe ‘spider’ CVCCVCCV

Table no. 8: Zeme trisyllabic open syllable
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3.7.3.2. Closed syllable

Closed trisyllbic words with various syllabic patterns in Zeme are illustrated in the

following table no. 9.

Lexeme Gloss Syllable type
tabiyany ‘goose’ CVCVCVC
kunmarany ‘donkey’ CVCCVCVC
incinkan ‘coal’ VCCVCCVC

Table no. 9: Zeme trisyllabic closed syllable
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