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"The multi-volumed Novel-almost invariably self-concious and
pluralistic because simultaneously both a series of discrete
parts and a unity-necessarily creates and defines a context, a
pattern for itself. The separate volumes must stand on their
own, and yet their interrelated existances require of us a
comparativist's eye and judgement, The whole becomes the

sum not only of the parts but also of something more : The
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interconnectedness between and through the parts that sweeps
us back as well as forward as we move through the several

volumes."*
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"The term 'multivalance’ derives from chemistry, where it
denominates those atoms capable of combining with other
atoms in multiple combinations. Univalent atoms posses a
single combining characteristic;, and the word 'ambivalent’
has the same etymological root univalence in fiction is
essentially what we mean when we speak of authorial
instrusivness, or any other device by which a single
unambivalent narrative stance dominate and thus embodies

the values of the book."”
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"The roman fleuve and Bildungsroman predominate, and their
endlessly extendable structure unposes no necessary limit
marks little formal distinction among five-volume Sequences
(Scott's waverley novels, cooper's. Leatherstocking tales), Six
volume. (Trolope's Barsetshire and palliser novels, Farrell's
Danny O'Neill Series), the dozen or so volumes in Galsworthy's
Forsyte choronicles powell's Music of time' Sinclair's Lanny
Budd Series, Snow's 'Strangers and Brothers, the Fifteen
volumes of Henry Williamson's A cronicle of Ancient Sunlight,
the tweety-seven volumes of Jules Romains' Man of good will,
or even the nearly one hundred volumes of Balzac's Human
comedy. The only significant distinction concerns that between
one running story (Farrell, Galsworthy) and many stories
connected under a looser rubric (Scott, Balzac). Only a few
multivolume novels seem capable of this sort of length without
assuming the form of the roman fleuve : Proust's seven-volume
A la recherche du temps perdu, Faulkner's Fourteen-volume

yoknapatawpha cycle, Salinger's still-emerging Glass family
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Saga. These last cited are all complexly dynamic in their
unfoldings, highly wrought and richly imaginative fictional
constructs, For proust's, Faulkner, and Salinger brilliantly
create the rich patterning of a highly wrought short story where
the very lenghts of their works would seem to demand the

easy.temporality of the roman fleuve."®
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"In their simplest form, multivolume Novel offer linear sequels
in the episodic fashion of the pictresque.or the cronicle from
of the roman fleuve. They may differ in setting and mood. but

structurally and morally. They are often identical "*

AT “multivolume’ Toepia I220e Hidw 27 1R @I Fe el o=

o 23 fEer 27, ol Rt @ eRers frs fca )2 23 g Foitaiore @3k (Aot
ST IR SIS R0 AT | AT G (7 T3 O Q08 A0 AT R QRikiEel
T PR BT | TR NPl I (eier @R Ao+ &g 0y #1147 A0S 2N | O
@3B AT AT =T 9T | Wi (FLFT SR (ideology) wifees, (Afeel,
TEreifgFe 295z 37 REIE SoRITR A%, TFIST @3 FE1R AR ©iF fes
ffom <Gm1 TeTce it Riba 212 @it e | [ (12 <6171 (e 3o @R fres okt
SOOI IR T [ 219 #ifami1 F0ene e @1 At eta Sete oS A |
RES TR SOP, S WCOR G LT A Tome F 0 A (T
(TF | BT B ST SRR TC6 ME oK R 7 | GIRCTR ARAF @3 TG =

a0l



3feRIrR e o, i (wies o1 s oI A Soig (4 a7 |

G2 HRCTR GAMITT FAAE (FTAR SRS 71 27 M | ([T GO TG 7
iR (FIFA eerF TR e 79| [T @R Ao RS @i iieen e
TAMCTR ST A6 ACH (F1AEA GG 72 w42 B e I | @ G&CTH B0
TR I8 GG s Sfwewel, Tofaifa, G- AT GIR FHA BTt
TG AT ! TR | (F1F LI TP FLFACA SoAfFe 71 i @lfarst st « (6 347
SRACSE YT IFFOICE AT (1 |

€3 TR THATITT AT FfRe “Regsdt @I A G TATE 51198 &eie AT |
FIR TR O SR F1E eeyfes Gl 53T Srors 20 A% | ¢ G- Pl
oS R 1| AR G SE! @RSl (1R Sl 2 e (iR sae | ke
FTATE 5119 TS 20T e 0o ST EOIT SHoIFe0S ATANGH | A FIAT LA STFALNCE
G (7 | ST CATRCE, T N (AITAS TR ([0 ATF | O (@74 GIRCR Ao
WY G I A7 7 | ©F SR 2, 96 J2 TG, (0 [ S Tie 2=

39 | R A T (of T FRCRE @lf ozl | (712 2R iR Soefd Fa0e At =,
AR RO RRRICIR 978 B el AT 1 | (3147 $IF Sfewsld GRam=((F <6

THCA ANMRCS) o] T FNLICIR AT QLT L1 2R 2 | G2 LR G219 Ol G

AL (ZOY ST I TUALITOITF |
Tof =W | @i afStawta et Swit W it R eifve, Riten apifes o=
I o1 TS AR | 2R ren 729 W8 TATICR S0 (R |
G2 QR GATICT TR I AR I o | AN ATMEE A0 A (e
YECA TSI O (HFFoe #fee ¢ [AEw 20 1 | AR T 41T 4I0et O
ARERFe I2% 7 I | IUHE G THIeF LT (ST @ 2T —

"The personal moodes-participant narration and third person.
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Subjective — are often compounded in a "multiples" form
that opposes the concept of time as meaningful change and
instead emphasizes the "Frozen reality” of constructing

perspectives."*
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"Multivalance is a double-edged term it applies equally to

multiple ways of viewing and to multiple ways of being seen.""
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"The modernity of multivalent fiction results from a double
self-conciousness, that of on engaging and multiply viewed
narrator or implied author, and that of the novel itself
seemingly obsessed with its own identity as a work of art and
its relationship to those who experience it. In "modern" fiction,

this awareness is often embodied in the form of a self-

dramatized narrator whose focus is the telling as much as the

tale."”
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