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"Do or Die". Gandhiji said "we have put the congress at stake, Either 1t will

be victorious or it will be finished.”**
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111 5%, (7. (3. (O &= &0 7112 | (7. (3. (o4 ‘History of Modern India’

&CZ PG ST 5@ O L0, “Processions took place all over India.
With the help of the police and the army, the Government killed hundreds
of people within a few days. Within a short time the movement assumed
the form of a revolt in many places. In a fit of anger the public resorted to
destroying the public property. The slogan "Quit India" began resounding
in every street of the country.”* i< 5% @ India's struggle for Independence
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HEE AR (7 AT G © 119 Teoleld 2o iels 20w aieie | "People devised
a variety of ways of expressing their anger. In some places, huge crowds
attacked police stations, post offices, kutcheries (courts), railway stations
and other symbols of Government authority. National flags were forcibly
hoisted on public buildings in defiance of the police. At other places, groups
of Satyagrahis offered arrest in tehsil or district headquarters. Crowds of
villagers, often numbering a few hundreds or even a couple of thousand,
physically removed railway tracks.... small groups of individual blew up
bridges ... cut telephone and telegraph wires."*® RI¥ 5@ G*I(71d (A

s O (M FECT "According to official estimates, in the first week
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after the arrests of the leaders, 250 railway stations were damaged or
destroyed, and over 500 post offices and 150 police stations were attacked.
The movement of trains in Bihar and Eastern UP, was disrupted for many
weeks. In Karnataka alone, there were 1600 incidents of cutting telegraph
lines and twenty six railway stations and thirty two post offices were

attacked".*®
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AN I SR, "The food crisis was caused fundamentally by
stoppage of rice imports from Burma and South -East Asia coinciding with
the need to feed a vastly enlarged army, but it was greatly aggravated by
gross mismanagement and deliberate profiteering. Rationing measures were
extremely belated and confined to a few big citites... In the terrible summer
and autumn of 1943, lakhs trekked to Calcutta to starve to death on its
streets, begging no longer for rice, but just for the water in which it had
been cooked."*”

fofd & 2tz Wtal 0T (@ “The worst affected areas were the
Tamluk Contai-Diamond Harbar region of South-West Bengal, and the
districts of Dacca, Faridpur, Tippera and Noakhali. Bengal's small peasant
economy suffered a shattering blow, with 600,000 tenants losing their
holdings during 1943 and cattle wealth going down by 20% in a single
year. Agriculture labourers not expectedly, were the worst sufferers, in a
survey of five Faridpur villages in 1944, 40.3% were found to have been

'wiped off' as against an aggregate mortality of 15.2% "
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kﬁ%/cgﬁ (¥ o AL FACRT ©It9 (Ml R Famine Inquiry Commission,

India (1943) @& eI SR 9@ = Picafeet @i '1.5 million S |

O G2 SR @6 T W.R. Aykroyd <& ST "I now think it was an
under estimate especially in that it took little account of roadside deaths ,
but not as gross as under estimate as some crities of the commissions

ngo

report, who preferred there to four million, declared it to be.
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T O AP FIC= | "Between one and a half to three million perised in
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Bengal in a basically man made famine.
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"In view of the cyclone, flooding, fungus diseases, the disruption of the
war, and the loss of Burma rice, that its primary causes should be seen in
the serious shortage in the total supply of rice available for consumption in

Bengal as compared with the total supply normally available"**
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Pﬁ%/g 2e7 I, 257 5589 IS | "The current supply for 1943 was only about 5
percent lower than the average of the preceding five years. It was infact, 13

percent higher than 1941, and there was, of course, no famine in 1941.%°
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Bengal as comapred with the total supply normally available."** & BRI
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Availability Decline &g sP11i& (3 MCC&—"It seems safe to conclude that
the disastrous Bengal Famine was not the reflection of a remarkable overall
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shortage of food grains in Benga
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was for the first time Bengal Famine that the part played by speculation in
regulating prices of foodgrain in a period of draught and scarcity was

officially recognized,"*
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