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“The name Munda is of Sanskrit origin. It means headman of a
village, and is a titular or functional designation used by the
members of the tribe, as well as by outsiders, as a distinctive
name much in the same way as the Santals call themselves

Manjhi, the Bhumij Sardar and the Khambu of the Darjiling hills

Jimder.”
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“Each family also has two special gods of its own—the Oral!
bonga or household god, and the Abge-bonga or secret god. The
names of the Orak-bongas are (1)Baspahar, (2)Deswali, (3)Sas,
(4)Goraya, (5)Barpahar, (6)Sarchawdi, (7)Thuntatursa. The Abge-
bongas are the following:—(1)Dharasore or Dharasanda,
(2)Ketkomkudra,(3)Champa-denagarh, (4)Garhsinka, (5)Lilachandi,
(6)Dhanghara, (7)Kudrachandi, (S)Bahara, (9)Uuérseri, (10)Kudraj,
(I)Gosain Era, (12)Achali, (13)Deswéli. No Santal would divulge
the name of his Orak-bonga and Abge-bonga to anyone but his
eldest son; and men are particularly careful to keep this sacred
knowledge from their wives for fear lest they should acquire
undue influence with the bongas, become witches, and eat up
the family with impunity when the protection of its gods has

been withdrawn.”?
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“the Rabha tribe is divided in several group, namely, Pati,

Maitori, Rangdani, Totla, Bitlia, Dahuri, Shonga, etc., of which
the first three constitute the major bulk of the Rabha

population.”™
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“In matters of domestic economy the Oréons are a slovenly
race, and their badly-built mud huts afford no sufficient
accommodation for the unmarried members of the family. In the
older Oraon villages this difficulty is provided for by a house
called the dhumkuria, in which all the bachelors must sleep
under penalty of a fine. Where the girls sleep is, says Colonel
Dalton, in which all the bachelors must sleep under penalty of a
fine. Where the girls sleep is, says Colonel Dalton, “somewhat of
a mystery.” In some villages a separate building, under the
charge of an elderly woman, is maintained for their use; and
more commonly they are distributed among the widows of the
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