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“And therefore I have sailed the seas and come
To the holy city of Byzantium ™'
(‘Sailing to Byzantium —W.B.Yeats)
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“There are six hisotrical letters exchanged between the Ahom, Jayantia and

Cachar courts of the years 1795 to 1805 AD. The preambles are in Sanskrit and

consist of strings of epithets describing the addressor and the addressee which
reveal the religion and creed they profesced. The business portion of the letters
1s in Bangali, mutilated to a great extant by the infuence of Assamese syntax and
vocabulary. Anyhow they are good specimens of Bengali as it was used for court
purposes outside Bengali and in the absence of any extant Bengali prose writing
for that period and even much later, these letters can be regarded as an extremely
valuable acquisition to Bengali literature.”
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“The Gour or Bengalee language 1s spoken with the greatest purity in this ditrict,

but the men of rank becaming ashamed of their peculire accent endeavour, it 1s
said, to imitate the less correct pronunciation of Calcutta the modern
metropolis.”™
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