Chapter — 6
CONCLUSION

Modernization in India started mainly with the western contact especially through
establishment of the British rule. This contact had a special historicity which brought about

many far reaching changes in culture and social structure of the Indian society.

After the Yandaboo treaty of 1826, North East India was subjugated and was brought
under the British administration with a common system of governance with the rest of the
country. The various hill tribes of the region; it was found were clinging to primitive ideals
dominated by ignorance. It was necessary therefore, on the part of the British government to
take them to the path of modernity. No doubt the people may claim to be civilized in their own
way but their civilization did not seemed to conform with the civilization more precisely, the
modernization of the west which the world is heading. Civilized doesn’t mean modernized. As
long as ignorance and taboos dominated the practice of a society modernity cannot be
achieved. The fruits of modernization like modern amenities, medicines, communication,
transport etc had benefited all but to the tribes of North East India something more was to be

done. That is to change their mentality fit to imbibe modernity.

But the question arises as to what should be introduced to them for achieving the goal
of modernization. It was here that Christianity carrying the message of love and an agent of
change was chosen to change the mental outlook and attitude of the people. As the Gospel
always followed the flag, Christianity seemed to be an agent of Colonial modernity. But the
main aim of the British government was to make the tribes good subjects, obedient to
authority and law abiding. Christianity the British government felt would bring commonness
and reduced the chance of revolt. Before the introduction of Christianity revolts and uprising
were manifested. But with the introduction of Christianity things changed rapidly and the
British government could rule this part of India along with the rest till India achieved her

independence.

The Christian religion originated in the East but it was brought to India particularly to
North East India by people from the west. The tenets of religion always mixed with the
cultural practice of the people where it originated. The very many tenets of Islam were in fact
the practice of the Quraish tribe to which Prophet Mohammad belonged. Likewise, the

cultural practices of the west were incorporated in the practices of the Christians. The
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Christmas Tree, Santa Claus, the wedding attire etc have no relation with Christianity. These

are but western cultural imposition to non Europeans in the name of Christianity.

Modernization means adopting the prevalent mannerism in all aspects of life.
Modernization 1s a concept in the spheres of social sciences that refers to process in which
society goes through industrialization, urbanization and other social changes that completely
transform the lives of individuals. Technically, modernity simply refers to the present and any
society still in existence is therefore modem. But there is exception to this. Some societies still
lead hunting and gathering life like the Hadza community of savanna. Modernity according to

one view is independent of culture and can be adapted to any society.

Modernization is rooted in the scientific worldview. But where does this
modernization leading to? Industrialization, one of the agents of modernization is choking the
world. Pollution and environment degradation are its net result, Many inventions like poison
gas, guns, bombs etc are leading the human race and other living beings to extinction from the
planet. Modernity is not an exclusive possession of anyone ethnic or cultural group, but

belongs to humanity as a whole.

Even though establishment of scientific technological and educational institutions, rise
of nationalism, new political culture, leadership in the country are all by products of
westernization. But it would be appropriate to see the cultural aspect only when dealing with
terms like westernization. We have not become westernized by traveling in a plane; we have
not become westernized by taking a vaccine. These are a necessity in the contemporary world
and are agents of modernization not westernization. Therefore, westernization should mean
the cultural practice of the Europeans imposed upon non-Europeans like dress, food habits,

attitude etc.

The coming of the Christian Missionaries to North East India had totally changed the
Hill Tribes of the region. From Intra-Tribal Warfare, Slavery and ignorance the Missionaries
could take them to the path of modernization making them responsible citizens of the future.
True, the Hill Tribes of North East India had come along away and now they are treading the

part of progress and are making excellence in many areas of human development.

With the British occupation of Assam and the adjoining areas now called North East
India, there had been numerous efforts on their part in order to make the people of the region
particularly the Hill Tribes move towards the path of development and progress. It was rather

a challenge to the British Government to develop and bring them to the national mainstream.
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As the Hill Tribes in the beginning do not just give way to the white masters, the Authority of
the East India Company decided to send Christian Missionaries among them. But why
Christianity ? For if the British Officials were interested for civilizing the Tribes fit to be good
subjects, they could have chosen modern education leaving the process of proselytization

untouched.

The Charter Act. of 1813 became the turning point for Christian Missions activities in
India. Prior to the passing of this act. Missions activities were entirely discouraged by the
British East India Company. In the case of North East India it was the two Commissioners,
David Scott and Francis Jenkins who turned the table in favour of the missionaries. The
missionaries greatly benefitted in the early part of the 19" Century from this kind of official

encouragement.

The spread of Christianity worldwide was due to the Reformation and the Counter-
Reformation movements where the old existing Roman Catholic Church and the New
Protestant Churches send there missionaries to every nook and corner of the world. The birth
of new distinct religious group, the Protestant to counter the existing Roman Catholic Church
hastened the spread of the Gospel. During the heydays of modern imperialism Christian
Missionaries worked in co-operation with the colonial Governments implementing and

supplementing their programmes of educational and social reform.

In North East India the history of Christian Missions started with the arrival of
William Carey on 11 November 1793 at Srirampur. But prior to his arrival Christian
communities were found to settle in North East India at Bondashill near Badarpur in Cachar
District of Assam, Rangamati in Goalpara District also in Assam and Mariam Nagar near
Agartala in Tripura. The earliest recorded visit by Christian Missionaries to North East India
was made in A.D. 1626 by two Jesuit Missionaries namely, Fr. Stephen Cacella and John
Cabral. The Christian communities at these places were Roman Catholics who probably had
come with the Mughal Army that Aurangzeb had sent against the Ahoms. Thus, it is clear that
the earliest Christian contacts with North East India were made by the Roman Catholic
Missionaries and the first Christian Community in North East India were also the Roman

Catholics.

Among the Karbis who are one of the Hill Tribes of North east India, the first
Christian Mission to come among them was the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society

followed by the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Foreign Mission Society (Presbyterian) and the
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Roman Catholic Mission. The first Karbi to be baptized by the American Baptist Missionaries
was Rongbong Killing in the year 1863. From the Presbyterian it was Sangbar Kro who was

baptized in 1892. The Roman Catholics baptized Langtuk Hanse in the year 1914.

The activities of the American Baptist Missionaries can be studied under the following
heads namely, Proselytization, Introduction of a written script, Education, Literary, Medical,

Eradication of social evils and uplift of women.

In the field Proselytization the American Baptist Missionaries tried their best to
convert the Karbis to Christianity so as to make them see the light of modernity. In 1958 when
they left the field, the total churches and membership of both the associations namely, Puta

Mikir Baptist Association and Nilip Mikir Baptist Association were as follows:
Total number of churches - 65
Total No. of membership - 2520

The introduction of the Roman Script for the Karbi Language was another important
activity. This had saved the Karbi Language from extinction as language without a script has

the possibility of disappearance in the long run.

The next activity was the introduction and opening of educational institutions. As
education is the weapon of modernization, importance was given to the opening of schools.
The Karbi non-Christian too did not hesitate to send their children to the Missionary run
schools. In short, the thirst for knowledge was felt by both the Karbi Christians and Karbi

non-Christians as well.

The literary activities of the American Baptist Missionaries surpassed all other
activities. Both secular and religious books were published by them. More than forty books
went to their credit. The American Baptist Missionaries also published a Newspaper in Karbi
language called ‘Birta’. The Newspaper was of high standard and followed the line of
‘Orunodoi’ the Assamese News Magazine which also was published by them. The ‘Birta’

revolutionized the domain of Karbi Literature in the 20" Century.

Eventhough a hospital was not set up by the American Baptist Missionaries among the
Karbis, medicines were kept in the mission station ready to be distributed to the needy. The

Karbis used to come to the Mission Bungalow to buy medicines or take them freely. Along
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with the distribution of medicine, lessons of hygiene were also given as many diseases can be

avoided by healthy living.

Opium was ruining the health of the Karbis since many of them were addicted to it.
Jessie T. Moore, the wife of Rev. P.H. Moore lamented and wrote, “One sad result of the
Mikirs coming down to the plains is that they are fast learning to take opium which very soon
does its work with these weak minded people.” The American Baptist Missionaries in the 12"
Session of Conference held at Gauhati from January 04-13, 1913 voted and passed a
resolution for the entire abolition of the opium traffic. To the new converts a pledge against
the use of opium and gambling were made before baptizing them. The Missionaries thus

contributed with utmost sincerity in trying to root out this social evil.

The wives of the Missionaries did not sit idle and earnestly worked for the uplift of the
Karbi women. Charlotee Pursell Moore the wife of Rev. P.E. Moore reported in 1912 that, a
weekly meeting was held regularly for women. Along with religious instructions they were

taught to sew and cut clothes and make jackets and to knit.

Nothing much is known about the activities of the Presbyterian Missionaries. The early
Presbyterian Missionaries did not really enter the Karbi area and carried their work from the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills of present Meghalaya. Education was also given to the few Karbis in
Khasi and English and not in their own tounge. They also did not felt the necessity of
publishing secular and religious books in Karbi language since the American Baptist
Missionaries were doing in this regard. Later books and Bible translated and published by the
American Baptist Missionaries were used by them. Along with proselytization medical work

was extended by them through the native convert Sangbar Kro.

Like the Presbyterians, the Roman Catholic Missionaries also could not do much since
they did not enter the Karbi area in the beginning. Work was done from the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills and the first few converts were baptized inside present Meghalaya. The Roman Catholic
Missionaries could open a mission station and a school in the heart of Karbi Anglong only in

1967.

The effort of the Christian Missionaries in leading the Karbis to the path of
modernization did not go in vain. The introduction of Western Education awakened the few
educated group of the Tribe and they were compelled to do something in order to protect their
identity in a country full of diversity. It was education which created awareness and

consciousness among the Tribes of North East India and no doubt the Christian Missionaries
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played an indirect role in making the indigenous Tribes of North East India politically
conscious. Of course, the Missionaries did not plan it that way but modern education had

enabled the people of the region fight for their rights and priveleges.

In order to safeguard their identity, the Karbis demanded a Homeland which along
with the Indian National Movement dominated the Karbi Hills in the forties of the 20"
Century. The district deman movement was led by Semsonsing Ingti who happened to be the
first graduate from the Tribe. The Karbi Adorbar which he and his colleagues founded acted
as a plateform for the district demand movement. After a long struggle by the members of the
Karbi Adorbar and the people of present North Cachar Hills, the government of independent
India conceded to the demand and passed the bill in the Lok Sabha. The President of India Dr.
Rajendra Prasad gave his assent to the bill on 21" August 1951. On 17" November 1951 the
United Mikir and North Cachar Hills District was born.
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