ABSTRACT

The thesis deals with the art and craft of Barak Valley especially highlights
the existing traditions and aesthetics of art and craft. The craft tradition is the heritage
of Barak Valley, which reflects the exciting magnificence of the art and craft practices
of her people. The art & craft of this region not only exposes the nature of many
customs and the diverse livelihood of the society, these artistic practices help us to
identify a deep and resourceful expression of social life of this valley. In this thesis
the Chapter-l1 describe social, political, geographical, mythological, philosophical,
cultural, economic and historical formation of North-East as well as Barak Valley and
specifically it has given the bird’s eye view of Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi.
Besides these all it has also given an overview about the art & craft traditions of
Barak region and also mentions that in the arena of art and craft, different ethnic and
linguistic groups are engaged to develop their indigenous art forms in their own

traditional ways.

Chapter-11 deals with the bamboo and cane craft tradition. Bamboo and cane is
an integral part of daily life of Barak Valley. Bamboo and cane craft has been playing
a vital role in the socio-cultural and economic milieu of a society. This chapter also
has been divided into few sub divisions, which mainly deals with the variety of
household bamboo and cane items, agrarian use baskets, bamboo and cane prepared
fish traps, the art of cane crafts and along with the elaboration about the shital pati
and its utility in Barak region. This chapter has also mentioned the participation of
women artisans of Barak Valley in this craft profession which has a great

contribution.

Chapter-I11 discusses the pottery makers and their historical back ground. This
chapter also highlights the method & materials of pottery making and the symbolic
importance of the potter’s wheel. Simultaneously Chapter-111 deals with domestic
potteries and the potter’s crafts related to rituals as well as this chapter also discusses
about the musical instruments made by the potters of Barak Valley. This chapter also
brings into focus that pottery making is the house-hold industry in Barak Valley. In
this craft profession, the family of potter is the main creative unit. This craft is a

collective effort of the family members of potter’s community of this region.



In Chapter-1V, the thesis explores idol making in Barak Valley as well as this
chapter also shows how the different festivals are the part and parcel of idol making
practices and also narrates the festivals are the source of livelihood for idol makers.
All the images which are part and parcel of festivals are being expressed each year by
the idol makers of this region. This chapter also shows about the old methodologies &
new inspirations in idol making. The chapter also discusses about the existence of
Gods in nature which is not easy to find out, and this led to the development of idol
worship of the Gods in symbolic and anthropomorphic form.

Chapter-V elaborates about the textile of Barak Valley. In Barak Valley
different tribes and communities viz- Dimasa, Meitei Manipuri, Rongmei, Assamese,
Bengalis do take part in textile making, which has been elaborately discussed in this
chapter. This chapter also deals how textile serves all the ritual and non-ritual
activities of human life. Simultaneously, this chapter highlights about the Kantha and
shows its design & patterns are resembled with the alpona (traditional floor design of
Barak Valley). This chapter also emphasizes that textile practices of each community
are well balanced in Barak Valley.

The Chapter-VI is the final chapter and concludes with the summary of the
discussion of the preceding chapters. It also includes some suggestions and
recommendations which may be a scope for future research. As conclusion, the study
recognizes that the identifications of art and craft of Barak region are real incentive to
the achievement of aesthetics and also it may build a sense of creativeness among new

generations of Barak Valley.



