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CHAPTER-1 

INTRODUCTION 

Assamese, which is actually known as Asamiya is a state language 

spoken in the Indian  state like as Assam, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, 

and also in Bangladesh & Bhutan. Nearly 15 to 20 million people speak the 

language of Assamese. Most of the areas along the Brahmaputra valley 

speak Assamese. There are lot of similarities between Bengali and the 

Assamese language except for a few differences. It can be proved from the 

ancient text Charyapadas1 which is even today being claimed both by the 

Old Assamese and Old Bengali. 

'Assamese' is an anglicized form of the actual language name 

Asamiya. Assamese is a branch of the Indo-Aryan language which evolved 

in the 7th century A. D. having its roots from the Sanskrit language. The 

Assamese language is also been declared as one of the major languages of 

the Republic of India by the Indian Constitution. Though the language 

originated in the 7th century, its literature came only in the early 14th 

century. But history says that Assamese literature has existed even before 

the 14th century for there is evidence of rich heritage of oral traditions 

including folk songs, religious hymns, pastoral ballads, festival songs and 

even children's stories.2 

There are not many records seen in the history regarding the language 

of the Assamese. However there is related history which says that from 

Magadhi Prakrit the initiation of the Assamese and the other related 
                                                             
1.  Mahesh Neog, Assamese Literature before Sankerdev. p .21 
2.  Encyclopedia,  Indian Language. 
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languages, such as Maithili, Bengali and Oriya started branching out.  

Magadhi Prakrit later evolved into the Eastern Indo-Aryan languages, 

including Bengali, Assamese, and the Bihari languages which are also the 

source for the Apabhramsa dialects in the valley of Brahmaputra. In course 

of years the Assamese language has developed a lot and now it is spoken by 

a large number of people 

The place of Arabic literature is very high in the world literature. On 

the other hand, Arabic language is also establishing language. Before fifteen 

hundred years, the language and feeling of poem is still under control our 

knowledge and it is the universal source for the lovers of literature of 

amusement. It was said that ‘Poetry is the public register of the Arabs3’. 

Islam has upgraded the Arabic language as an international language. 

It is most compulsory to know Arabic for acquiring knowledge about Islam. 

Because the main source of Islam is Al-Quran and the Ahadith. So, it is 

given most importance to the Arabic education in everywhere of Muslim 

world. The Arabic education is mandatory mainly in Madrassa and also 

there is a provision of Arabic education as an optional subject in schools, 

colleges and universities in our country.  

Arabic was only a foundation of culture and civilization in the middle 

age or golden age of Islamic khilafat. At present, the Arabic language is 

going again to establish in the top rank of the world literature. Now a days, it 

is seen the curiosity and interest for knowing about the Arabic and Arabian 

people in all countries. It is very necessary for giving attention to the Arabic 

                                                             
3.  M. M. Muslehuddin, Arbi Shahitor Etihas. p.23 



3 
 

reading and learning of our country for the purpose of Islamic research and 

to make a good relation with the Arabian countries. 

Arabic has a deep-rooted association with India. It was taught in 

schools, colleges and universities and a source of higher learning, mass- 

communication and commerce. It gave its vocabulary to enrich India’s 

principal languages and its script was adopted by Urdu, Sindhi and 

Kashmiri. Several centers’ of learning with emphasis on classical and 

theological studies were founded and these continue their proud and 

productive records.  

As a national language the importance of Assamese language is 

spread far and wide. On the other hand, Arabic is an international language. 

In the combination of two languages, basically in the field of poetry 

literature it is going to complete the research work. 

In the second chapter it shows that, the history of Assam can be traced 

to the 4th century A. D. The Charyapadas have almost been referred to as 

the earliest example of Assamese literature from 8th to 12th centuries. In this 

period there are many contributions from Hem Saraswati, Harihara Vipra, 

Kabiratna Saraswati and Kaviraja Madhava Kandali. The greatest period of 

Assamese literature was ushered in with the "Bhakti" movement started by 

the great Sankardev. Due to frequent attack of Assam by the Muslims, 

political relation was established and the process of cultural exchanges 

started. As such, those of the Muslims naturally influenced the socio-
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political and cultural aspects of the life of the Ahoms. The Muslims religious 

saints including Azan Phakir composed the ‘Zikirs’ in Assamese.4 

In the 17th centuries there are huge contributions from of Sheikh 

Hasan Al Attar, Sheikh Hasan Quawaidir and Sayyid Ali Al-Darwished etc. 

In 1798, when Napoleon came to Egypt the Catholic Missionary made its 

first contact in Beirut. A great scholar, Tahtabi had contributed huge 

contributions to the field of translation.  The rule of Mohamed Ali Pasha a 

Turkish governor over Egypt acted as an internal stimulus for a literary 

revival. In 1828, Mohamed Ali founded the first official Arabic newspaper 

“Alwaqac al-Misiriyya” for which Tahtawi edited. Bulaq press was 

established in Cairo in 1822 to publish literary classics. In 1881, a national 

revolt took place under the leadership of the military colonel Arobi pasha 

which ended in British intervention and occupation of Cairo. Modern Arabic 

Literature has developed during a period of violent political, Social and 

intellectual upheaval in the Middle East due to contact with west. In the 19th 

century Beirut was the first centre for publishing classical texts.In the first 

half of the 19th century the renaissance had only just begun in Egypt. Al- 

Barudi was the first great modern Arab poet one of finest Arab poets since 

al-Mutanabbi. Egyptian poetry between 1890 and 1930 was dominated by 

two giants- Ahmad shawqi and Hafiz Ibrahim. The last of the Egyptian 

traditionalists Ali-al Jarim wrote fine poetry in classical type. 

In the third chapter it illustrate Gyan Malini (Owner of the 

knowledge) is Mofiz Uddin Ahmed Hazarika’s first poetry book which got 

                                                             
4 . K. N. Choudhary, Mysticism in Indian Poetry. p.61 
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published in 1896. Natural, Social and philosophical poetry, eulogy and 

elegy form the main core of Ahmed Hazarika’s Gyan Malini. It has a great 

contribution to the Assamese Literature. Gyan Malini is highlighted by the 

lover of literature at that time. Clarity is a characteristic of Gyan Malini. It 

has a good service for the society and the nation. Ahmed Hazarika composed 

Gyan Malini by the classical style. He decorated Gyan Malini by the 

beauties of nature. For the natural calamities he faced many difficulties in 

his life which he expresses in his elegy poems. Moreover, we must 

recognize that the Gyan Malini has changed the Assamese Literature without 

showing any negligence to any other writers at that time and how to 

compose high level pure and neat and clean in Assamese it showed to others. 

Mofiz Uddin Ahmed Hazarika (1870-1958) was a prominent poet 

belonged to the Jonaki era of Assamese Literature, but he was not attached 

in the writings of jonaki paper. He appeared for entrance in 1892 but he 

could not succeed and left school. For his livelihood he did several jobs like 

as Forester, Tehsildaar and Civil Peskar. His poems contain full of 

knowledge. He is well-known by his poetry Gyan Malini. Another two 

collections of poetry are Tatta Parijat and Malinir Bin. For the financial 

crises Hazarika could not able to publish these two books. He was elected as 

the president of the 12th Axom Xahitya Xabha in 1930 held at Golaghat 

district, Assam.5 

In the fourth chapter, it is explained that Diwan al-Hafiz was first 

published in three volumes between 1911 and 1932 and later collected into a 

                                                             
5.  M.  Mamun ar Rshid Hazarika, Gyan Malinir Kobi Mofiz Uddin Ahmed Hazarika. P.14 
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complete edition shortly after his death. Social and political poetry, eulogy 

and elegy form the main core of Hafiz Ibrahim’s diwan. His maximum 

writings are classical style. He decorated Diwan al-Hafiz by the beauties of 

natural scenery. Clarity is a characteristic of Diwan al-Hafiz. Elegy is the 

main genre of poetic composition. The half of Diwan of Hafiz has been 

covered by elegy. It contributed a tremendous change in the various spheres 

of the social life of Egypt. It has also a lot of contributions to the Modern 

Arabic literature. The theme of the book is very deep and Language also 

suitable which has excellent rhythm. Not only the Arab world but also whole 

world benefited by the poetry of Diwan al-Hafiz. 

The poet of the Nile, Hafiz Ibrahim was one of the most renowned 

neo-classist in the Arab world during the latter half of the 19th century. He 

was a poor provincial went to the Military Academy and was commissioned 

in the Army. In 1901 he resigned from the Army and devoted himself to 

literature. He became recognized as a national poet. He was the chief in 

Darul Kutubul Misriyah (The Egyptian National Library)6.His nationalistic 

feeling found expression in his poems. He recognized the need for education 

and social reform. 

In the fifth chapter, it shows that Gyan Malini is one of furthermost 

valuable poetry book in the Assamese literature composed by Mofiz Uddin 

Ahmed Hazarika in the Jonaki Age. On the other hand Diwan al-Hafiz is one 

of greatest valuable poetry book in the Modern Arabic literature composed 

by Hafiz Ibrahim. Though the poet of Gyan Malini was an Indian and the 

                                                             
6.  Ismat Mahdi, Modern Arabic Literature. p.59 
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poet of Diwan al-Hafiz was an Egyptian but there are so many similarities in 

both the two books. 

Gyan Malini has a great contribution to the Assamese literature and 

Language.  Diwan al-Hafiz has also a vast contribution to the Modern 

Arabic literature and language. The theme of Gyan Malini and Diwan al-

Hafiz is very deep and Language also suitable which has excellent rhythm. 

Gyan Malini and Diwan al-Hafiz proves that both the poets have the full 

knowledge not only in the field of Language and literature but also various 

areas of society. Both the poets deal with problems concerning the common 

man and their aspirations. They wrote on all matters concerning Islam, 

society and current events. In the field of elegy both the poets shown 

highlighted. Both the poets composed their poems with classical style. The 

vivid styles of nature are showed in their poetry. The verses of both poets are 

free from vagueness and philosophical overtones. Moreover the national 

feeling come out through their poetry which are bright awareness for the 

common people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


