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Chapter- Four 

Analytical Study of Al-Manaar 

The famous thinker, freedom fighter and the scholar of Arabic 

Hterature in India and outside world, Moulana Tahir has written about 

thirty seven books like- Tafsirul-Koran{ijJ^^ j i ^ Talaque {S^), Life 

After Death ((̂ >»Jl ^ ili*j), Society and Ulemas(f'^^^h i*̂ »i?-̂ l) , Political 

Science and Islam (P^^h A^LILJI ^^Ul ) e tc ' Among these books Al-

Manar, (J^^) is an outstanding work of Moulana Md. Tahir by which he 

has got the reputed position among the intellectual societies. However, no 

intellectual efforts have been made on this precious contribution. 

Therefore, here is an initial attempt to analyze the aforesaid book so that 

learners and other students of Arabic can be benefited by studying the 

chapter. In the following some paragraphs some sort of initiative have 

been undertaken for the analytical study of Al-Manar (J-^^). 

Al-Manar is an epoch making treaties of Hadith (Islamic Tradition) 

which was published in two Volumes. The first Volume was published in 

1992 and second was in 1994 consecutively. But it is a matter of great 

regret that Moulana Tahir could not get time to publish the second volume 
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of Al-Manar as the thug death captured him in an uneven way. In the first 

Volume of Al-Manar he beautifully presented the importance of Hadith, 

necessary of writing it; presence oi Hadith in India and the authenticity of 

its writers and articulators. In accordance with the most reliable treatise of 

Hadith on earth, Bukhari Sharif, he maintained the procedure of 

chapterisation while he penned down the Book Al-Manar. He initiated the 

Al-Manar with 

<Ujl i^\ A J ^ ) ^ . ^ AJJJLUJ J ^1 (_gj] Aj^jaJk d j l £ (j-a2 i_5jj La 1$JA^ Laj) j Cl l i lL j (jLoC-Vl Laj) " 

ijj^^ " _ A J I ^ ) ^ I A La ^ 1 <>""'j-̂ ^» l ^ ^ j _ ^ olj-ai j l ^{j.'J- -^j IjJJ j j ) Aj_)aJk dlJlS (_>aj AJjjuojj 

and touched each and every aspects of human life while he was explaining 

the selected Hadith. With his able authorship he enhanced the content that 

are able to influence and triumph on every reader. For instance, regarding 

the explanation of Hadith of intention, he considered the issue of 

meditation, Hijrat (displacement) doing pious deeds with the intention of 

material well being, intention without realization, performing evil deeds 

with wishing bounties, intention in worthless deeds, reaction of intention, 

purity in intention and the like have been assembled with the examples of 

Koran and Hadiths that exemplified the explanation. It can be sketched by 

his will that if he could get time he wrote many other volumes of Al 
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Manar. As he had some new exposure every works, he performed an 

outstanding contribution towards the explanation of Hadith.^ 

Moulana Tahir was famous among the Muslim people by his own 

writing skills. His books are popular to all people irrespective of class and 

sects. However, the book Al-Manar is different from many other books 

written by different authors on this subject. In Al-Manar, he explains all of 

the religious prospects with the light of Koran and Hadith. He has become 

a successful author by the v^iting Al-Manar. All Ulema (Islamic Clerics) 

society knew him as an Islamic scholar by the book i.e., Al-Manar. 

Tahir felt that it was inevitable to have a focus on the history of the 

compilations of Hadith and its articulation before going to the depth of the 

content. So he has arranged the history of its articulation in a specific way 

as he discussed in the Book- Al-Manar. 

"The people of Arab are genius in different intellectual field 

of study. The memory power of Arabian people is stronger 

than the other people of the world. Especially thousand of 

Arabic rhymes knew each and every people of Arab. During 

that period, thousand of poet used to meet in every year in the 

poet fair competition. During that period people did not like 

to write anything as they were strong in the field of recitation. 
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They respected the verses of holy Koran as it is an order and 

advice of Almighty. Therefore, as a respectful sentence, the 

follower of Koran tried to write the verses of holy Koran. In 

this context, Muhammad (P.B.U.H) also advised his 

followers to write on stone. Since then, the process of Koran 

writing was started with each and every word. Besides, 

thousand of Sahaba (the follower of Muhammad) recited the 

verses of Koran as it was revealed to Hazrat Muhammad 

(P.B.U.H). As a result, the Holy Koran was preserved 

through this process."^ 

However, according to Tahir, the sentences of Prophet Muhammad 

(Peace be upon him) did not take much importance for its preservation 

through writing. Because, the followers of Muhammad (peace be upon 

him) could not taken full identity of Koran till then. Moreover, they were 

not able to make differences between Hadith and Koran. So, there was a 

constant fear of mixing Hadith with Koran if they wrote jointly. 

Moreover, a few Sahabas could know how to write Arabic 

scriptures. So, initially Prophet Muhammad called his followers to restrain 

from the writing of Hadith. After that, prophet Muhammad (Peace be 

upon him) himself advised his special followers (who have an extra 
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ordinary Knowledge to differentiate between Hadith and Koran to write 

Hadith separately. As a result, some sections of Hadith writing was 

initiated during the period of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him). 

Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr is one of the renowned writers who wrote the 

Hadith according to the advice of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon 

him). Yet, vast sections of the Hadith were preserved in the tongue of the 

Sahabas, Tabeyin and Tobe Tabeyin. It is worthy to mention here that 

Almighty declared that the behaviour of Sahaba Tabein and Tobe Tabein 

in the Hadith and Koran. Almighty said that Sahabas Tabeyin and Tobe 

Tabeyin are virtues, truthful and dependable for preserving Hadith and 

Koran. When their numbers were decreased from time to time then Umar 

bin Abdul Aziz (Rah) thought to compile the Hadith with the shape of 

writing. He ordered to his followers in 19* Hijri to compile Hadith for its 

safety and security. Consequently, different Islamic Muhaddith (who 

knew Hadith and teach Hadith) like Abu baker bin Hazam (Rah) Imam 

Zuhari and others help to write the Hadith. In this context, the major 

contribution of this holy work is famous Muhaddis and Tabeyin Imam 

Muhammed bin Muslim Bin Sihab Juhari (Rah) who helped to examine 

the pure form o^ Hadith. Like the compilation oi Koran, Hadith was also 

collected and it was completed during the period of Tabeyin. So it has 

been compiled and shapes a book form for their restless efforts. 
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Since Hadith is full of reliable references which go to Hazrat 

Muhammad, there is no need to create any suspicion within it. On the 

other hand Hazrat Muhammed warned in his Hadith through these words. 

" j U ] | QA 9.ixLa i j j i l i i IAAXIO JJJC. I—lis (j-a " 

"It means if any one falsely says something about me with having 

ioiowledge of reality it is better for him to choose his place of perpetual 

residence in the hell." So, the scholars oi Hadith not only compiled it but 

also its have been examined with an effective way whether it is right or 

wrong. Moreover, they also justified the sources from where they had 

taken Hadith and evaluated it if it was really a dependable one or not. 

Even they justified the person with his different religious and social 

activities. As a result, a new book emerged known as Usul-e-Hadiths 

(djj.ia. Jj*^'i) in which the whole diary was prepared in this book. They also 

adopted the policy of Asma-Ur-Rijal (JW-jJI t.\^\) by which over fifty 

millions of Islamic scholars were engaged. 

Both Usul-e Hadith and Asma-Ur-Rijal are reference books of 

Hadith. There is no holy book in the world like Hadith and Koran. So, 

famous historian Dr. Spring Gark was bound to say that there is no 

religion in the world which has created these types of books i.e. Usul-e-
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Hadith and Asma-Ur-Rijal. By this book, people knew the autobiography 

of fifty millions of Islamic scholars. {Al-Isbahf 

Moulana Md. Tahir proceeded with the history of Islam with 

describing that Muslims came into India in the period of 18'*' Hijri. During 

the period of Khilafat-e-Umar, (reign of Umar) the governor of Bahrain 

ordered his brother Hakam bin Abil 'Aas to conquer India. Hakam bin 

Abil Aas conquered the one police station of Bombay and also some area 

of present Gujrat. After that he returned to Behrain again. As Hazrat Umar 

did not like to sea-expedition so, it was stopped during his period. Yet 

Arabian businessmen continued their communication with India through 

their process of socio-economic transaction.^ 

Third expedition started again in 93 Hijri; with the leadership of 

Muhammad bin Quasim, Junaid bin Abdur Rahman was nominated as a 

ruler of Sindh. Muslims rulers expanded their supremacy in Gujrat slowly 

and gradually. After that, in 159 Hijri, under the commandment of Abbasi 

Khilafat, Abdul Malik bin Sihab came to India with their arm force and 

conquered some part of Gujrat. One of the Tob-e Tabein, Rabi bin Sabi 

(Rah.) were also present in this arm force who contributed in propagating 

Hadith. 
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It is noteworthy that where Muslim people live they seem to 

establish Islamic educational centers primarily. Many Muslims Muhajir 

(immigrants who came from Mecca) people established Masques and 

Madrassas in Gujrat for learning Islamic education i.e. Hadith and Koran. 

As a result, Gujarat became the first state in India where Muslim 

educational centre of Hadith and Koran were analyzed. 

10th Hijri was the golden age of Hadith because many outsider 

Islamic scholars for the first time came in India especially Gujrat for the 

purpose of teaching. In the mean time many students from India like 

Hussam Uddin Muttaqi, Ibne Tahir Patni, Sheikh Abdul Haque Muhaddis-

e Dehlavi went to Medina for learning actual explanation of Hadith. 

After completing their study, they returned to India and wrote many 

Islamic books. Kanzul Ummal and Majma'ul Bahar are the two important 

Islamic books which were written by Sekh Hussam Uddin AH Muttaqi and 

Ibne Tahir Patni respectively. Moreover with the sponsorship of these 

three Islamic Scholars, Hadith were propagated throughout India. Of 

them. Sheikh Abdul Haque Muhaddis-e- Dehlowi made Delhi as a centre 

of teaching Hadith. Indian Muslim got Hadith from his hard work. Thus, 

he is considered as a propagator of Hadith in India. He was also a lecturer 

of Hadith and did this duty for a long period of time. Many books related 
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to Hadith were written by him and his students also helped him to spread 

the message of Hadith throughout the country.^ 

Yet the discussion of Hadith was confined in India to Mishkwat 

Sharif only; the Indian Muslims were deprived from the other six the most 

authentic books of Hadith that is called Sihah-Sittah. At that moment, 

Shah Waliullah is the only person who thought the six books to his 

student. Shah Abdul Aziz, Shah Abdul Gani, Abdul Qadir, Shah Rafi 

Uddin, Hazrat Kazi Thanaullah etc were the famous students of Shah 

Abdul Haque. 

With the death of Shah Waliullah, Shah Abdul Aziz took his teacher's task 

of propagating the Hadith through Madrassa education. Lastly, he was 

considered as specialist of Hadith throughout the world. 

The Certification of Moulana Tahir: 

Moulana Tahir has discussed his reliable source from which he 

learnt Hadith especially Mish/cwat Sharif. He said that he learn Hadith 

from renowned Muhaddith Hazrat Moulana Mushahid Saheb (Rah) 

Sylhet, Bangladesh, then Abdus Sami (Rah), Darul Ulum Deobond, then 

Hazrat Moulana Basir Ahmed, (lecturer of Muslim Sharif, Deobond) then 

Hazrat Moulana Ezaz Ali Saheb (Lecturer of Abu Daud Sharif, Deobond), 

then Hazrat Moulana Fakhrul Hassan ( Lecturer of Nasai Sharif, 
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Deobond), then Hazrat Moulana Abdul Haque (Lecturer of Tahavi, 

Deobond) then Hazrat Moulana Qari Muhammad Tayib Saheb (Lecturer 

of Ibn-e Maaja, Deoband) and so on. A part from that he learnt Hadith 

from Saikhul Islam Hazrat Hussain Ahmed Madani (Rah.)* who thought 

Hadith in Maszid-e-Nabavi about 33 years. Moulana Tahir got double 

opportunity to learn Bukhari and Tirmiji Sharif from Hazrat Hussain 

Ahmed Madani. 

The book Al-Manar which he wrote is the best example of authorship 

that became famous in later period as it touched very important aspects of 

reforming human society. Moreover, he explained the Hadith in the view 

of contemporary prospects. Here we will discuss briefly about some of the 

important Hadith in the following lines:-

(jiaLu :il.lji ( J ^ J lijlc- ^iia Jl (»_JJ <^1 J pxi J AJIC. AUI (_5-l*-a .^1 {Jjxuj AJC. ^jaj Lajjj " 

(_pjlJl ^ \ ( j J a . j_^ii. i>.i l la AijJiJ V J j i U l ^ i AJIC. (J J J V jxIiJl J1_J:LJ Al.Li M L U ] ' 

In the above Hadith, Moulana Tahir discussed the concept of Iman. 

The meaning of Iman is to believe Allah and his Rasul as truth. All of the 

words of Hazrat Muhammad are to be considered as the advice of Allah 

for whole human being.' In the aforesaid Hadith, there have been long 

discussions about Iman, Islam, Kiamat and so on. Here we will discuss 
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about some of the aspects of the Hadith in the eyes of the great writer 

Tahir. 

The concept of Iman: 

The existence of Almighty is Hfe-long which is never ending theme. 

Almighty has no origin and no end. He is universal, omnipresent and 

omnipotent and he is alone. He has no need to help from others rather he 

helps others according to their needs and demand. He is free from any 

allegation. He is the only creator and administrator without having a share. 

He creates all the things which are existed in the universe. That who 

believes that Almighty is the creator of the whole universe is called Iman 

in general. 

If art is the symbol of artist; creation is the symbol of creator; 

footsteps are signs that indicate a person's fear; smoke is the implication 

of fire, then this universe is the creation of Almighty. So, those people 

who think that the wind, jungles, hills, ghost; men and so on are certainly 

created by that superior personality who have the capacity over all these 

things. No answer is to be found except Almighty. 

Chicken chips are created by eggs; dare eats salty things but we find 

musk which smells sweaty. So something which is kept in different 

objects, its impact can be found differently. Thus, the question arises, who 
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creates the different machines? A wealthy brain can acknowledge that 

certainly someone exists who conduct all the things systematically."^ 

Here we find that Moulana Tahir has given a straight forward 

explanation by which a lay man can go through the deep of the matter and 

have a wholesome impression as he or she reads it. While Qutbuddin 

Khan Dehlowi, in his widely read Mazahir-e Hague explained it in a 

concise way. In contrast to Moulana Tahir he counted certain aspects of 

admiring Almighty. ' ' 

The concept of Taqdir (fate): 

Tahir has explained: 

with describing that sins- and well-deeds, goodness and badness, lightness 

and darkness, day and night, life and death, accident, scarcity and flood, 

drought and famine, happiness and sadness, heaven and hell and so on are 

precedent and run by Almighty with his independent will. Before the 

creation of earth every system of created infrastructure has been processed 

and they are accordingly proceeding towards their destinations. No one 

can change in these destined rules, whatsoever his power or ability is. The 

imbibing of this fact is the primary intention of this Hadith according to 
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Tahir. On the contrary, in the Fathul Bari L5JLJ' ^ , (a widely read booic 

that explain "Bulchari Shareef) these matters are not clearly exposed as 

the writer left with saying that everything is pre-destined and pre­

determined with the commandments of Almighty. '̂  

The concept of Islam: 

In explaining the Hadith, 

Q\ tlxull ^ ' ^ J ( j ' ' ' - '«J a j j L ^ j al£ j j l / j J j J j ttjILall > j i j j ^1 Qyaij I I n t « ^j^J •̂ ^ V) ^ ) 

he said that if a person thoroughly comprehend the all the sights of Islam 

and its tradition he will certainly find that all activities are included in 

these five pillars, submission of life and belongings towards Almighty is 

the essence of Islam. If a person is fully socialized with these traditions he 

will certainly attained perpetual peace and stability. On the contrary 

Nowab Qutbuddin ichan though extensively discussed on the matter his 

main focus was on the other four pillars except the faith on Almighty. So 

Tahir's discussion is clearer and more comprehensive for the people in 

general. ' 

His Love for Education: 
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As we have mentioned in the earlier chapter that Moulana Tahir was 

great lover of propagating education. History reveals that during the 

medieval period, the condition of Indian Muslims regarding education was 

very poor. He could realize the fact that without promoting education 

among segmented Muslims in India it would not be possible to develop 

their wholesome personality even in modern era. So great reformer, Tahir 

was serious about the uplifting of Muslims towards education. To bring 

this intention into practice he took the help of Hadith as he tried to focus 

the importance of education. For instance, these few lines of Hadith can 

be mentioned here: 

He analyzed the aforesaid versions by emphasizing on teaching-

learning process. In his opinion, while the creator has given such 

importance on imparting education that instead of being poor and needy, 

foodless and cloth-less and having no shelter the Sahabas are engaged in 

the process of difftising education. So the creator has preferred them over 

the rich and high classes of population. He believes that only by educating 

oneself one can recognize properly the quality of the creator. Tahir's main 
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focus, apart from other things was propagation and promotion of 

education. 

Here, he gave such an importance of education for the human being 

as without education no society can develop themselves systematically. 

He also emphasizes the implementation of true knowledge for the 

goodness of human being. In this context, education should be on the 

religious way because the people, who are attained religious education, 

may be good. He emphasized on Islamic education along-with attaining 

skills in Arabic literature is a wealth for the upliftment of human being. 

Religious place is one of the important instrument by which knowledge of 

Arabic literature can be spread. In this context, mosques and Madrassas 

are need be established. For such reason, Masque is not a perfect place 

rather some of the institution is to be established by which Muslim people 

learn the process of performing religious rituals. Thus, Moulana Tahir 

greatly emphasised on the establishment of Maktabs and Madrassas. He 

said that if any one who help in making Maktabs or Madrassas or even 

Masque, he or she would be luckier and Almighty would place him in his 

beloved paradise after the death. In short, he stressed on Muslim 

population to establish and maintain more and more Maktabs as well as 

Madrassas as these were the primary centers of Arabic learning. On the 

contrary, he warned those Muslims who do not help in the establishment 
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of Mosques, Maktabs and Madrassas, they would be fall in dangerous 

position in this life and after the death. Thus, Moulana Md. Tahir also 

emphasized the Muslim people to send their kids to Maktab because it is a 

baseline centers for gaining basic knowledge of Arabic language and 

literature as well as religious education. In his thought Muslims will lose 

their identity in their speech and traditions without learning Arabic 

literature.''* 

Significance of Religious Education: 

Tahir has given impetus importance to imparting religious education to the 

Muslim children as the thesis discussed in the earlier chapter. In the book 

Al-Manar, while he talked about Kitab-al-Imaan, he sketched special 

attention of readers towards it. According to him, true religious knowledge 

is important to attain piety worship. Without systematic knowledge, no 

one can reach to the actual position of any discipline. It is important to 

know the process of piety worship. If any person who doesn't know the 

positive and negative side of religion, they can never attain the actual 

benefit of religion. So there is a need to learn the process of religious 

education. To him, Islam is the most important way of life in which one 

can systematically learn the pros and corn of religion. In this context. 



138 

Tahir said that religious practices are the icey element of worship. Hazrat 

Muhammad (P.B.U.H) said: 

He/she to whom Allah favors, award him/her the understanding of 

Religion (Islam)'^ 

With reference to the Hadith Md. Tahirmeans that Knowledge is a special 

bounty of Almighty. He renders the offer to those people only to whom he 

loves a lot. Islamic religious education can be attained only by coming 

closer to Allah with increased worship. As a gift of love the almighty 

assures a person to understand his own creative power (i.e., Knowledge) 

and assent him towards the peak of comprehending His (Almighty) wills 

towards humanity. Tahir's primary intention was to inspire people for 

educating their wards for attaining Islamic knowledge by which a person 

can sustain himself/herself and live a prosperous life. 

Ulema Society: 

About the importance of Islamic educated society, Moulana Tahir 

highlighted on some of the important topics in Al-Manaar in the light of 

Hadith. Some of the selected Hadith are mentioned in the following Para: 

Prophet Muhammad said: 
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No one would be considered among my followers who do not respect 

their elders, love their younger and respect the Ulema}^ 

Another Hadith that has been enumerated in this way. 

Except hypocrites, no Muslim disobey the person who become old with 

upholding Islam, Islamic clerics and the just rules of Islamic rulers or 

judge.'^ 

Tahir even went to extent saying that if the imparting of religious 

education is decreased, it would lead to complete destruction of the 

universe. For this purpose, he quoted Prophet Muhammad who said: 

{The crisis of Islamic education, lack of knowledge, sexual molestation, 

increasing of female population and decreasing of male population are 

the worst sign ofQiamah (Day of Judgement). Even the numbers of female 

population will increase so vehemently that one male would keep at least 
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fifty women under his subordination.) 
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Thus, he suggested that the Ulemas are the alternatives of Prophets. So 

everyone should respect them and follow them in order to attain the 

perpetual pleasure of Allah (Subhanahu Wa Ta-la). As, they are the guides 

of an individual for mingling his/her heart with the creator and would be 

blessed with paradise, they must be followed. 

On the contrary, Tahir had not forgotten about the evil effects of the miss-

deeds of Islamic clerics. Simultaneously he noted opposite sentences of 

Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H) who also warned the Ulema society in the 

Hadith. He said: 

(Remember! The Islamic cleric who is not benefitted with attained 

knowledge (the Koran and Hadith) is veil and he would go to hell.)' 

Moulana Md. Tahir also discussed about the wrinkleless and greedy Alim 

(clerics) who are compared with fool, dog and inferior caste which is 

mentioned in several Hadiths and the verses of Koran. He also foretold 

that the crisis of religious education is the signal of the Day of Final 

Judgment i.e Qiamah). Many other writers like Fakhruddin Ahmad have 

analyzed the Hadiths, but no one have given such attractive sentences by 

which a layman can comprehend it so conveniently.i^*' 

The source of Knowledge: 
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Moulana has not stopped his adherence toward Islamic education by 

discussing the above few Hnes. Rather, he exposed the source of 

knowledge as well as the portion of knowledge which have been granted 

for the humanity from the part of almighty. Here he reffered the koranic 

version prior to borrow the later part of Hadith for assuring more 

comprehension. The version is-

"Almighty is the actual source of knowledge in which people get a small 

section of knowledge from him." 

In Tahir's opinion, whatever is going on the earth and the other planets of 

the universe is known to almighty. He knows all these commitments even 

more than those who are engaged in these deeds. All the beginnings and 

ends of everything are better known to Him. Human beings have provided 

a minute amount of knowledge as and when He feels its requirement. 

Thus, religious education is not only a technique but also an authentic 

source. Until it links up with the source of almighty, it can not be accepted 

in Islam. 

The great writer of Islam Tahir Saheb referred Bukhari and other Hadiths 

where it has been mentioned that we cannot compare the knowledge of 

almighty with that of the universe. After all, His knowledge is ever ending 
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and above all. In this context, he borrowed the speech of Hazrat 

Muhammad (P.B.U.H): 

( t j J U J ) " ,_sia*j ^ I j ^ 1 5 Ui Loll " 

(Almighty is the actual presenter, I am only the distributor.) ^^ 

The messenger of Allah is only a distributor of that knowledge which has 

been revealed on him. When he was awarded of any matter he could just 

disclosed that before humanity. Whenever Almighty pleases to reward 

him from His treasury of knowledge He sends to him the massages 

through angels or any other means. Tahir clarified that when the 

messenger himself negated that he had no extra knowledge apart from that 

which have been sent by almighty, there is no allegation on him about his 

foretelling. Therefore, undoubtedly religious education is not based on 

people rather almighty Himself spread it through his messenger. In this 

context, Koran said: 

"//w (Prophet's) duty is to hear the version of Koran to the people, to 

learn holy book and the techniques of Islam" 

According to Tahir, messengers have been sent on earth to propagate that 

knowledge which introduces Almighty among humanity. Allah had been 



143 

deputing all of them for that purpose and accordingly He maintained the 

trend until the last prophet Muhammad was deputed. All of them were 

very good teachers who aptly taught their followers. Muhammad himself 

also said "^^^ cAxj'' (/ have been sent as teacher) 

Therefore, the massagers are the inheritance of religious education. As the 

process of deputing them on earth was stopped with Prophet Muhammad 

(P.B.U.H), this great responsibility has been imposed on the Islamic 

clerics (Ulema) . f-"^^ Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H) said about the 

importance of religious education: 

A J J J cLai«-5l (j) J t-:-lSIJ^l JJUJJ ^JiC J.1J11 ^ J/IAJI J.^ii's .llUtll ,_gJc. JUJl (JxJaS (j) j cLall 

. ^ I j Jaaj i i .1 aAi.1 ĵ̂ aS »i*jl JJJJ L»Jlj LaAjJ V j ^J^J-^ '^^JJ:! A ^W^*^' u ' J *-W^*^' 

"Allah guides those peoples who travel to attain Islamic religious 

education towards the Paradise. The angels lay their wings for satisfying 

the educators. Everything in the Heavens or earth even the fishes of water 

pray for their forgiving. Status of an Alim (cleric) over Abid (worshiper) is 

like that of a full moon which is compared to the stars. Ulemas are 

successors of the Messengers of Allah; they are not inheritents of property 

rather religious knowledge is the inheritance of the messengers; thus, if 
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anyone wants to attain this education, then he/she must accumulate the 

sufficient amount of that property. "* 

From the above Hadith Moulana Md. Tahir sketched a unique comparison 

between Ulema and Abid with saying that in Islam, Ulemas (clerics) are 

far better than Abid (one who engaged in worship of Allah). Ulema society 

is like a group of stars in Islam. An Islamic layman although can perform 

rituals but he/she can do as per with the guidelines prescribed by the 

Ulemas. Because, a layman is not aware of the actual practices of Islam 

more than a cleric. As we know that devil (Satan) is engaged with his full 

strengths to destroy our rituals so he can easily divert general masses from 

Islam. But there is a minute chance to fully divert the Ulema society. 

Abid is merely engaged in his own duty. On the contrary, Ulema society is 

not only engaged to perform their rituals but also guide the Muslims in 

general to perform all Islamic rituals in accordance with the will of Allah. 

They teach the all Islamic techniques to the followers of Islam to 

emancipate themselves from the Satan. In this context, Tahir referred the 

speech Hazrat Muhammad (P.B.U.H) 

"An Islamic Cleric is better to the thousand of Abed infighting with Satan 

and win. "^^ 
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Moulana Md. Tahir did not forget to discuss about the consequences of 

those who make rejoice on Hadith after mentioning the above Hadith. In 

order to clarify the concept he referred a very important event in this 

context. 

Hafiz Ibnul Qaiyim, a renowoied Muhaddith (one who teach 

Hadith) while explaining the above Hadith he described an 

incident. He said that one of his colleague who was a priest of 

Basra laughing at a Hadith he presented before the priest, i.e. 

"the student who goes to acquire Islamic knowledge, the angels 

are engaged by almighty for his/her safety". With hearing the 

Hadith the priest said that he would attempt to kill the students 

on the way to examine their security. But his attempt gone in 

vain as his foot was paralyzed soon after his attempt, for the life 

time. In this context it has been said that those who laugh at 

Hadith he/she would be a sufferer for its severe consequences. 

While messengers were sent by almighty in the past for bringing down the 

goodness of people, after the last prophet Hazrat Muhammad, this great 

responsibility of acquiring Islamic knowledge and its propagation have 

been definitely entrusted on the subsequent inheritents of messengers 

(Islamic clerics). Here, Md. Tahir highlighted a hadith in this regard in 

order to bring the attention of readers. 
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" (Jriil J") i^ «^WJ^ t r" i f^-^ " 

(The claries of my followers a like the messengers of Israel.^^ 

Tahir explains that version of Hadith with saying-

"It is needless to say that this announcement has encouraged the 

reputation of Islamic clerics; their great responsibility have been 

described on the one side, they have become the model of the 

followers of the messengers without becoming the messengers of 

Allah on the other side. It is only because of that responsibility 

which had been purely entrusted to the earlier messengers of 

Allah."^^ 

Views on Holy Books: 

For the sake of bringing the people in the straight line, almighty has sent 

messengers from time to time consecutively on the earth. Various holy 

books were also revealed on them to the segmented population and 

communities through the messengers. Tawrat, Zabur, Engel and Koran are 

the important holy books that known to all. Besides, thousands of small 

holy books (Sahifa) were revealed but it could not last for a long period of 

time. Actually Tawrat and Zabur were revealed in Hibru language which 

had been changed by their followers. As a result, these books had lost their 

originality and generosity as they have been changed to a large extent. 
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now they are found in English language. Almighty taught all the aspects 

like mathematics, physics, astronomy, astrology etc. in the holy books in 

different languages. However, Koran is the final holy book that was 

revealed on Prophet Muhammad and it would be remained so up to the 

final Day of Judgment (Qiyamah). In short, Koran is the last holy book by 

which almighty fulfills all needs and demands of the people of universe.^^ 

The Concept of Angels in Islam: 

According to Moulana Md. Tahir, like human being, almighty has also 

created angels; they are created with one sort of light (Noor); always 

obedient. Their work is to obey almighty; they do not know the concept of 

disobedience. There are innumerable in numbers; except almighty no one 

knows their actual figures; different numbers of angels are busy in 

different types of worship and jobs. Some of the angels are busy in prayer; 

some of them busy to send message which is dispatched from almighty to 

prophets and so on. Hazrat Israfil, Mikail, Jibrail and Azrail are well 

known to all. 

The Concept of Fate (Taqdir): 

In Tahir's opinion, luck refers to all those activities whatever it may be 

right or wrong are decided from the part of almighty. People may try to do 

his work meticulously, but he/ she should believe that its result would be 
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given by almighty. People should also believe that his/her active or 

inactiveness depends on will of great Almighty. Here, he quoted Prophet 

Muhammad: 

" (_5j'-«J 'lilt (j-o aj^ J ajJ:^ j j . i i ] l j " 

(And the destiny of goodness and badness are from the part ofAllahf^ 

The Concept of Prophet (Messenger of Almighty) 

Moulana believes that for the guidance of the people almighty send so 

many messengers on the earth. As we know that He has not only sent 

messengers but also gives holy books along with them. For that reason, He 

sent prophet in different places and in different decades of history. There 

is a controversy about the actual figures of prophets. Some of the scholars 

said that the numbers of prophet is about one lack twenty four thousand. 

Some name of the prophet are discussed in the present holy book i.e. 

Koran. Some of them were not mentioned in any book. Yet, we should 

believe on the figure which is mentioned earlier. It is also a part of faith on 

Almighty. Here, it is noteworthy that Hazrat Muhammad (P.B.U.H) is 

considered as the last prophet. "No prophet will come after him", as he 

himself said 
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(I am the last prophet; there will be no messengers after me.) 

Tahir describes that his propagated religion "Islam" is the complete way 

of life and granted by almighty. This is the last religion and it is eventual 

source of emancipation for the whole humanity. Unto the Day of 

Judgment it is the following religion for the whole creation for perpetual 

peace and emancipation. Whatever intelligence a person may have he 

must be obedient to follow the prophet Muhammad. Even if the great 

messenger, Musa (P.B.U.H) was alive, he would like to abide by the path 

of Prophet Muhammad. Before the final Day of Judgment when Isa Masih 

will reappear on earth to kill Dajjal, he will also follow the religion of 

Prophet Muhammad. Isa will also call the people towards the religion of 

the last prophet."'" 

The Concept of Devotion (Ihsan): u'^-^! 

Moulana Tahir has beautifully described about the principles of attaining 

piousness in worship in his celebrated book Al-Manaar. In Arabic a very 

precious word namely j^-^) {Ihsan) is used to mean the beauty or 

enhancement of worship that also denotes the highest quality of 

worshiping Allah. Actually the term Ihsan is derived from the Arabic 

word Cy^ {'Husn') which means beautifulness. In Islamic tradition, it 

means Islam is based on faith on Allah. Iman which is composed of five 
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pillars i.e. the feeling of oneness ^^y, (Tawhicf), Prayer 'oj^ (Saalat), 

Fasting during the month oiRamazan f>U-̂ , (Siyam), Haj pilgrimage (one 

who has the ability to travel) and «jSj {Zakat, purifying the belongings 

and property by donating it in the name of Allah). In this context, as Ihsan 

as referred to all those qualities of worshiping Allah by which He is 

seemed to be in front of the worshiper (though He can never be seen with 

worldly eyes). Without enshrining these qualities in the heart, there is no 

beautiflilness of faith. He also declared that this quality ensures one third 

part of the religion. 

Religious people believe that almighty is omnipresent, he always aware of 

the activities of people. A person's prayers and petitions are only to make 

a strong link with his/her Almighty. The love and affection of almighty 

towards His slaves are unique in character. Another name of this 

devotional quality is spirituality. So the followers of Prophet Muhammad 

especially Sahaba fully get the meaning of u^-^J {Ihsan). Thus, the great 

Islamic scholar, Tahir opined that those Muslims who follow the each and 

every angles of Islam have attained this pious quality. 

About the Neighborhood: 

Hadith: 

" A..,'<i\\ L_iaJ La 0jLaJ j l Aji .V il'^tj ij^ ^ . ia . i [>aJJ V " 
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{A person will not be considered a perfect believer of Islam until and 

unless he/she likes those things for his/her neighbors and others which 

he/she likes for himself/herself ^^ (Muslim)^^ 

In the light of Tahir's explanation, the above Hadith indicates that like 

own happiness, respect, safety and security, peace and prosperity etc one 

should adhere this type of thought towards his/her brothers, sisters and 

neighbors also. By this kind of thought, peace and prosperity will be 

maintained in the world. Thus, the few lines of Hadith will enable a 

person to contribute in establishing brotherhood among the people if the 

person properly follow and abide it. 

Moulana Tahir also explained that you people imagine that no one should 

insult you; nor should attack your sentiment, nor attack your assets; nor 

should grasp your property; nor should criticize your activities, you must 

pray for your brother and neighborhood in the same way. It is known to all 

that except this types of mentality no Muslim can be considered as a true 

believer or true followers of Islam. In this context, again he referred 

Prophet Muhammad who said: 

" A01. u . j< i \> ^ ^ \ > j J l j ^ L J (j-«jj ( j l ^ (jA — ojL>. (»j^ji3 j i . V l (»j:)5'j '•i'L? Cy'^ ( j ^ (y " 

(Those who want to be perfect believers on almighty and the day of 

Hereafter should respect his/her neighborhood; the person who has faith 
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on almighty and the final Day of Judgment he/she should take care of 

guest.) 

Furthermore, he went to quote another Hadith; 

(Whose neighbor is not safe from oppression; he/she should never entre 

into heaven.) 

In another Hadith prophet Muhammad said: 

(Those person who eat with full stomach, yet his neighbor is in fast, is not 

a perfect believer of Islam.) 

The above Hadiths indicate that those people will not enter into heaven 

that has the capacity to help his neighbor but he/she is unwilling. Thus, 

there is a need to help our neighbor in both crisis and in the moment of 

Happiness. He also indicates that neighbors should not be treated with 

partiality. However, there should be some special attention towards 

relative neighbors and Muslim one. 

Views on Social Reformation: 
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Moulana Tahir was a wide minded person who always thought for the 

society by his speech and deeds. In the earher chapter of this research 

work mentioned about his social services and therefore, some of his views 

about social services have been extracted here in the Al-Manar. He 

inspired people towards social reformation in the light of Koran and 

Hadith. Here is an instance; 

'Any one of you who see the ill deeds being done in front of you, prevent it 

with all means; if you have the capacity to prevent with your hands you 

should proceed further with criticizing it; if that means also not possible 

to adopt you have to hate this illegal activity by heart at least; it is the 

lowest quality of faith of a Muslim . 

Tahir has given a beautiful example to explain the above Hadith. He said 

that all human being tried to restrain from all types of diseases. Because, it 

creates weakness in the people's body and soul. In the same way, all are 

responsible for creating a wealthy society. If a person tries to disturb the 

society, the rest of the person should take the responsibility to curb it. 

Views on Recitation of Koran: 
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About the concept of Reciting Koran, the author of Al-Manaar described 

it in a simple way 

"The poem of the poet, the song of the singer, the noble of the 

nobler when people enthusiastically hear, recite it again and 

again, these artistic qualities fill the soul of listeners with 

happiness; reader is also wished to be awarded or blessed. In 

the same way the verses of holy Koran are the language of 

almighty and therefore there is no suspense remains that who 

read the holy Koran with honor will be rewarded by the 

almighty."^^ 

In order to enhance the perception more, he took another hadith : 

(As almighty is greater than his creation in the same way the verses of 

Holy Koran is the best from all verses in the world.) Tirmizi L5>»JJ 

Again, he showed the preference of a reciter more than any other 

worshiper by referring following speech of Prophet Muhammad 

(The person who learn and teach the verses of Holy Koran, is the best 

among you.) 
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Furthermore, in order to indicate the significance of Holy Koran, another 

Hadith has been also taken here in following: 

{The person who reads the Holy Koran, He/she will get 10 deeds from 

each words; ^l(aliflam Mim) is not a single word rather it is different 

as.f^j^y "-^1 (A I if lam and Mim )} 

Thus, those who read, he/she will be benefited with the reward of 30 

deeds. 

"The house where the holy Koran is taught and read, peace and prosperity 

are revealed in it; the angel of almighty are engaged for bringing down 

their goodness" 

Beside another Hadith has been put down in the significance of Holy 

Koran 

(Anyone who hear meticulously even one sentences of holy Koran, he/she 

will be rewarded with so many deeds; and anyone who read holy Koran, 

he/she will be awarded with a light of bounty for him in the day of final 

judgment.) 
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Moulana Tahir borrowed another Hadith from Bukhari where it has been 

said that any believer and follower of Islam who reads Koran is like an 

apple which tests sweet and smells good; and any believer and follower of 

Islam who does not read Koran is like a dry Date which is testy but does 

not smell sweet; and any hypocrite who reads Koran is like a that fruits 

which seems sweet but not testy; and any hypocrite who does not read 

Koran is like an Hanjala or those fruits which are neither testy not smell 

sweet".^^ 

So in the light of aforesaid phenomenon Md. Tahirsuggested that you 

people must respect the holy book of Koran; read it and teach others; do 

the practices in the light of holy Koran, it will be an instrument to escape 

from the severe situation in the Day of final Judgment i.e. Qiyamah. He 

warned that otherwise you will fall into the anger of Almighty in this life 

and ever ending life after death. 

In this context, one Hadith is taken: 

(Koran will favour you as a mediator in the Day of Judgment, it's request 

will be accepted by the almighty, Koran is a universal proof and 

recommended truth, those who prefer the Koran, he/she will draw its 
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reader to the peak of heaven, and those who don't prefer, it will drawn 

them to hell.) 

Besides, another Hadith is mentioned to show the importance of reading 

t l l jJJ ijk (JIIflMill t.ySa QA ( j j j i ^ l <JjjJa 4_oljill ^Ji Li. l j a U l j (_>uJi <J (J-<»Cj ( j i j i l l i jS ĵ-a " 

(Anyone who reads the holy Koran and makes practices according to it, 

his/her parents will be rewarded with such types of crown which would be 

far better than shining sun; therefore, the person who himself is the reader 

what would be the perception about him) 

Thus, it is cleared from the above Hadith that the status of the reader of 

Koran is far better than his/ her parents. In order to explain this context 

Tahir has mentioned an event from Hadith of renowned Sahabi Hazrat 

Usaid Bin Huzair was praying Namaj once a night; in the mean time he 

heard the sound of his horse; yet he was busy in his prayer, the horse 

jumped again; then he thought that the horse might be dangerous for his 

kids who was sleeping beside it. For such doubt, he completed the prayer 

and saw that innumerable light were burning; and the horse was jumping 

to see that light; after that day, he told all the details to Prophet 

Muhammad (P.B.U.H). 

As a response Prophet Muhammad Said: 
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(They are the angels of almighty; they heard your sound of Koran; if you 

continue reading it you could see the same in the morning too) 

Tahir also arranged some other Hadiths in this booic about that person who 

does not know anything about the Koran: 

{Those person who do not know few lines of Koran, their residents are like 

the dark houses) 

Thus, the author suggested that there is a need to read Koran meticulously. 

It is the language of almighty, so no one should read it like singing a song; 

if the sound of any one is not sweet, he or she should try to read it 

normally. Actually who respect the almighty, his/her reading of holy 

Koran is automatically sweet. 

Moulana Md. Tahir did not stop himself in describing the benefits of 

reciting the Koran. He discussed about the benefits of different chapters 

with specialization. Following are some important instances; 

Once a day prophet Muhammad ( P.B.U.H) said to Abu Sayid- before 

exiting for Maszid, "should I tell you the best Sura of Koran" and said 
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(There is no other surah 'jj-^ (chapter) in all the holy books (Tawrit, 

Jabur, Injil etc) which can compare the sure Fatiha which is revealed in 

the holy Koran.) 

The word 'Saba '((^) means seven and 'Masani' means repeated reading; 

"the version of the chapter Fatiha is seven, it is read in five times prayers 

repeatedly. So it can be called as c?^^ ̂ ^ (Sab-a- Masani). 

He referred another Hadith, in which Almighty said: 

— ^jXaJLxjl (_JJ ^ •><>-> 11 Ai«Jl ( j l i I j l i -(jLuu La i_gli3>lj ^ j j ° - ^"' ( j ; •'"' (JJJJ 'J ' o j l L a l l t l K l i i l ^ 

ii3lj) J AJXJ tiHj) J l i I J l i (J^iJC (^yic. ^ ^ i (J l i ^ j ] l i J A ^ j J l (J l i IJLa ci-iJC (_gJXaa. ^ 1 (Jls 

( j j ^ l i a l ^ ) * ^ •»J<'i III a\\ Aa\jLal\ U.1A) (J l i I J l i (jLoi Lo (_JAixJj (_JAJC. (JJJJ ^ " ' ; ; I^A (J l i ( j j x i i j i j 

" (JLLULO (_5.iJJ«J J (_5.iJ«J 1 ^ (J l i — ( jA jukJ lVJ -^;^'"- i—Jj^-iai-oll JJC. >^jic- dLaxJl 

['y?ve ?/me5 prayer has been divided by me into two parts; when my slave 

tell cj^^LJl ili^j Ji A^l {('alhamdu lilihi rabbil a lamin,) (all the praises to 

almighty who is the creator of universe)} almighty said- "my slave 

appreciate me "; when slaves tell ^j^lCy^yi{(ar- rah manir rahim) (the 

most gracious, most merciful}) almighty said, "my slave praise me "; 

when slave said- Cy^lf'jj '^^ {(maliki you mid din) (He is a master of the 

day of Final Judgment)}; my slaves charm me; when he said '^Jj 4 ^ '^J 

ci^*^^(iya ka nabudu wa iya ka nastain) (J do pray for you and need to 

help only from you)}- almighty said, it is both for me and my slaves, and 
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my slave will get those things which he/she wish; when slave said ^-^j 

^ijiLiJlJal^^l {(ihdinas siratal Mustaqim, (please guide me on true path)}, 

^ a ^ iiAMJl JJJJIJDIJ^ I siratallajina anam ta alihim (that path by which 

You reward the precedents)} almighty said repeatedly that it is for my 

slave which he desire to want] 

In the same way he discussed about Surah- AI Baqarah and Al-Imran with 

quoting diffrenet Hadiths: 

(Do not make your house is like graveyard; the house where sure- baqara 

is read, devil is turned out of that house). (Muslim) 

Once the angel of almighty told to Prophet Muhammad-

1 j i i ^jl — « j i J i aj_yuu >p\y^ J 1—ilĵ l AjaJili t*llj5 J^aj l-«^jJ >1 l^^""n"ijl Qijj^ 'j^>Af' " 

(listen prophet Muhammad, you have been got two light, which was not 

given to earlier Prophets; Sure Fatiha and the last Part of Sure-Baqara; 

these are the two lights; you have to receive great deeds of its each and 

every words.) 

He mentioned special significance of Ayatul Kursi cj^j^l ^l\.t.. 
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(JA — (_pajVl i j i L a j (JLljflliiH (_5i La 4 j _ ^ j j V j < i - i fiii.Lj V — (»_^ l (^5-^' j A V) <J) V ^ 1 " 

LaJ V) A-alc (jJi J_5J*ij | j j ^ J " ^ J *^J .-t^iK l-«j (»^-l l l tJ:lJ L« fJ*J - 'OJLj V) oAJc AAJOJ (_$.^nJ 

With explaining the version he took the assistance of Hadith: 

AJSJ ijiuj _̂5i 1 j i i V — ( j l j^ l L̂ ' »-\>*̂  ( ^ ^ ' W^j * j ^ ' i j jxu (jljJiil aUjujj iliui [_yAii (_)£]" 

fŜ i' eocA and every things has its own reputation, the reputation Koran is 

the Sure- Baqarah; there is the best verses in Sure- Baqarah; any house 

where it will be read, devil will be kept out of that house) 

Ayatul -Kursi is itself the best version which is discussed in the Hadith." 

He borrowed a Hadith about the significance of Surah Kahaf: 

" (J l j kJ l QA '• ^f" ' ° ( ;^ " 'a'^yji QA tJliLil ^^ i lc ha-^ jj-o " 

{Anyone who recite the ten verses of Sure-Kahaf, he/she will be restrained 

from the problem ofDajjal (thunder). "} 

Another Hadith is about Sure- Yasin: 
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(Sure - Yasin is the soul of the Holy Koran; anyone who reads for the 

happiness of almighty and the future state, almighty will pardon his/her 

sin; you have to read Sure Yasin for your death relatives.) 

Hadith about Sure Mulk: 

(Jn Koran, there is only one Surah which is consisted of 30 verses that 

recommends for its readers; consequently. Almighty forgives his sin.) 

Md. Tahir added here a very interesting story of a Sahabi (follower of 

Prophet Muhammad) in explaining the Hadith. Once a day a Sahabi 

unknowingly slept on the graveyard for the night; he heard the sound of 

Surah Mulk that came out from the graveyard. He described the whole 

incident in detail to Prophet Muhammad on the next day. Prophet 

Muhammad interpreted-

(This Sure prevents from the curse of almighty, it makes fr-ee a person 

from all types of the penalty in the graves.)'*^ 

(It is my wish that all Muslim should memories this Surah) 
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About Sure- Zilzal: 

(Sure- Zilzal is like the half of the Koran; Sure Ikhlas is like the one third 

of the Koran, and Sure Kqfirun is like the one fourth of the Koran) 

Sure- Takasur. 

(Do jyow want to read one thousand verses from the Koran daily? Sahaba 

said, who would possibly take such type of steps; Prophet Muhammad 

said- any one of you to read Sure- Takasur.) ( Targhib). 

Author means that it is an easy Surah and every one can read it, those who 

read it, he/she will get the reward of one thousand verses. 

Hadith about the significance of Ikhlas-

Hazrat Abu Hurairah said-once a day prophet hearing the sure Ikhlas and 

said- ' i ^ ^ j ' . (It means it is necessary to all) I asked to prophet, what has 

been necessary? Prophet replied- 'heaven' 

Hadith-
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{Anyone who read surah Ikhlas ten times, almighty will make a special 

house in the heaven; Hazrat Umar said- in that case, we will read it 

repeatedly; prophet said- the grace of almighty is more and more, best in 

this context./'* (Targib) 

Hadith about Surah Falak and Surah-Nas. 

" (_>iiU]i i i j j j j j c i (jSj (3liili CJJJ j j c i (Ji -(jfJlo j j >i i ^ y <iii3i i i i i j j i " 

(Such types of verses which have been revealed tonight, cannot be 

compared, i.e. Sure Falak and Sure-Nas.)^^ 

Hadith-

Renowned Sahabi Hazrat Ukba (R) said- once I and Prophet Muhammad 

ran on the road; suddenly, storm attended and rain started; Prophet 

Muhammad began to read Sure Falak and Sure-Nas. And said me ' Uqba'! 

beg asylum from almighty with these two suras; there is no one Surha like 

these two about the context of help; ( Abu Daud) it means in the time of 

danger, these two Surahs are helpful to us. Remember- almighty has given 

three responsibilities to Prophet Muhammad- 1) recitation of Koran. 2) To 
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teach Koran and 3) purification of soul and belongings- almighty itself 

describes-

Tahir analysed that the techniques of reading, writing and phonetic were 

taught by Prophet Muhammad itself to his Sahaba; he did not leave it to 

his followers. Thus, Koran is full of references; it is strictly prohibited to 

write the Arabic spelling in any language rather than itself Because it can 

mean reverse if any one mistakes it with spelling it wrongly. 

Tahir's Stress on the Remembrance of Allah: 

Al-Manar gives a special importance on the remembrance of Allah with 

separate heading. It started with a Hadith-

(_j j i j ( j ) j 1^1 j j 'Ull C^i'yLi l^>fii (^] 4-1 jAJ ( j ) j — .ij "i«i j a i . t iLo ^ Aj jSJ c-̂ iLa ^ (_jJjSi 

{Almighty says- my slaves are treated in accordance with their thought 

about me, I treat with them with same attitude; when they remember me, I 

remain besides him; when they remember me while lonely, I also 

remember them alone; when he remember in any congregation, I 

remember them in congregation better than that one; if he come forward 
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half yard, I proceed forward one yard; if he come forward one yard, I 

proceed forward more than it's double i.e. upto shoulders. If he walks in 

my direction then I run towards with his direction) .'^^ 

Tahir explained the verses with these sentences-

"If any convict comes forward you to get pardon considering 

your liberal thought, attitude, honesty and the quality of 

forgiveness, or if any poor begs help from you, or if any 

hungry reaches at your house for food, your honesty, liberty 

actually prevent you to restrain from helping them; you will 

never hesitate to help him/her according to need. 

The grace of almighty, forgiveness, greatness and the like 

qualities are endless; anyone though may be sinner or wishers. 

Whenever a person comes towards almighty with these 

greatness in his heart, Allah with His all greatness certainly 

fulfill his demand, his some of the names, bound to fulfill the 

wishes of people; almighty always want the happiness of his 

slaves. 

The remembrance of almighty is one of the important means 

to get the happiness of on earth as well as in the haven; the 
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slaves who remember almighty more and more, almighty love 

his slaves more than that the remembrance of almighty." 

In this context, one hadith has been put down from Ibne Maza:-

(When my slave remember me and use his lips more and more to retain 

my, I stay with him for that type of moment) 

Once a day one sahabi (follower of Prophet Muhammad) told to 

Muhammad- Oh Messenger of Allah! There are several duties in Islam 

which are unbearable for me to perform simultaneously; please tell me any 

policy by which I can obey them meticulously; prophet Muhammad 

replied-

" ^1 j£ii ULj ALuA Jl j j V " 

{Your tongue is to be get wet with the remembrance of almighty) 

Thus, Tahir suggested the followers of Islam that there is an ardent need to 

remember the name of almighty more and more. 

Hadith-
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" ill 

"Do / feac/z 5wc/2 practice, which is better than all other practices, which 

secures the highest reputation and most pious deeds before Allah; which 

better to donate gold and silver in the name of Allah; even from the 

participation in Islamic jihad. All of the Sahaba replied, 'oh Messenger of 

Allah! Tell what about this?" Prophet Muhammad said, remembrance of 

Allah" (^1 j ^ ^ / * 

Tahir believes that the foundation of the world is based on remembrance 

of almighty; the day of judgment will not come into vision until people are 

busy in the remembrance of almighty. In this context, he referred a very 

important speech of Prophet Muhammad-

(You people remember almighty as more as you can so that you may be 

seemed that you are just like a mad) 

Anther hadith he takes from Muslim sharif-
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(some of you people when sit in reading the name of almighty, the angels 

of almighty surrounded them with the grace of almighty; and peaceful 

grace fall upon them; and almighty discuss their activities in the meeting 

with angels) 

In order make the perception more attractive and comprehensive; Tahir 

has taken a verse from the holy Koran-

{You remember me, I will remember you also) (Surah Al-Baqarah) 

In this context Moulana Md. Tahir elaborated that, when a lover loves any 

his/her beloved then he/she is also remembered from that side. The power 

of love reacts in such a way that the lover or the beloved becomes 

functionless or over-reacting. Similarly, if a king. Minister, or any other 

wealthy or powerful person assures you in this way your mind will be 

blowing. That situation can not be expressed rather than feeling it by 

becoming it's pray. In the same way, when the Almighty, who is the best 

from all comers assures a person to provide all of these bounties it will 

certainly create a high enthusiasm among His creation. So what kind of 

love is to be needed, we should imagine it. In short it can be said that 

almighty loves those people who follow his guided direction. So, Muslim 

should follow him which is given through his prophet. 
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In Al- Koran 

" Caj^ j ^ I'll U j , ' <j ^j>«ja'i (j^yiL^^i jS j jjc. ( j i « j Cyj " 

{{Those who forget almighty, He impose devil upon them, and this devil is 

life partner of him; (devil regulate him with the string which is attached in 

his nose)} ". (Al-Koran) 

Remember! Without the rememberce of Almighty, anyone rich, strong or 

happy to be seemed, he can never attain actual satisfaction mentally; he 

always remains dissatisfied with his wishes. Almighty said in Koran-

{Listen! The remembrance of almighty keeps the soul satisfied) 

Whose soul is free from the remembrance of almighty, whose soul is not 

willing to receive the remembrance of almighty, is inferior. In this context, 

Koran again said-

{Whose inner side is free from the remembrance of almighty, those who 

run with their own made path, oh! Prophet you do not run by following 

them)-
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By these verses Tahir means that the remembrance of almighty is 

necessary for all Muslims. They should remember the name of almighty 

with their soul. It is the foundation of all Islamic practices. Men should not 

forget the almighty and remember Him like their relatives. Because, he is 

the creator, administrator, care taker and the sustainer, he should never be 

forgotten. 

Remembrance of almighty lonely is necessary for all Muslims; but no one 

can compare with those remembrances of almighty which are performed 

together; it is appreciable to almighty where remembrance of almighty 

performed in the congregation. Here Prophet Muhammad's speech has 

been referred in this context. 

"there are some of the angels who engaged by almighty to search those 

meetings where people are busy in remembrance of almighty; when they 

see this moment, they tell one another- "come! See it whatever you want"; 

then they surround this meeting up to the sky; instead of knowing 

everything almighty asks the angels- '^vhat are discussing by my slaves?" 

Angels reply- they are remembering your names like "'̂ l u'^'^", ^ -^^^'" j 

" " ^1 V) 4J) V " ; almighty ask the angels - "have they seen me?" Angels 

reply, "no"; almighty says, "if they see me then what will be their 

reaction?". Angels reply, "If they could see you, they would perform all 

religious rituals highly"; almighty asked to angels, "what they want?" 
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Angels reply- "heaven"; almighty said to angels, "have they seen the 

heaven?" Angels reply, "never" almighty said, "If they could see then 

what would be their reaction?" Angels reply with saying that if they see 

they would be greedy and performed prayer more and more. Almighty 

asked, "What do they want to free from?" Angels reply- "from hell"; 

almighty said, "Did they see hell?" Angels reply negatively, "not seen"; 

almighty asked, "If they see what would be their reaction?" Angels say, 

"It they see, they would try to restrain from it, more fear about this thing"; 

almighty said, "You are now a witness of their present activity- I pardon 

their all sin"; one angel asked, "Even the person who just present the 

meeting but not busy in the remembrance of you, what would be his 

condition?" Almighty replied, "He also is with those people for whom 

pardon had been granted." 

Thus there is no suspense that this type of meetings is accepted by the 

almighty and those who participate in these; he/ she will be rewarded with 

the pardon. Moreover, the meeting of remembrance is like such types of 

garden of heaven where happiness comes to see with different types of 

flowers. In this context a Hadith has been taken in the book Al-Manar-

•• ̂  A.«J1 t ic 111 Jxi^aij ^1 V) AJ) V jSl3l JxJasi " 
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"Prophet said, // ilaha illallah ^^ V) <J) V is the best remembrance of 

almighty and alhamdu liilah ^ -^^l is the best prayer."^ 

About Beggary: 

As a great social reformer Moulana Md. Tahir was deeply engaged in 

removing the practice of beggary. For this purpose he also took the help of 

Hadith of Prophet: 

"Wood bearing is far better than the begging"^' 

Tahir believes that it is hundred times better to bear wood in the market 

and sell it than to spread the hands with people; beggaries destroy self-

respect, it is censurable in Islamic tradition. It is very much disrespectful 

to those people who engaged themselves in the begging. It will be 

shameful for them in the day of final judgment. 

Anyone who is needy but he hides his requirements before other people 

and depends on Almighty with patience, so the Almighty certainly full fill 

his needs and demand. In order to enhance this Hadith another one has 

been put down in the following lines:-
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(Anyone who is most needy, but he/she hide his/her need from the other 

people, and he/ she appeal to the Almighty, his at least one year food will 

be sanctioned by the great Almighty ". Thus, it is necessary to all people to 

believe the sentences of almighty, because he is the main source of 

providing services to the humanity) 

Al-Manaar on the right of Women and Helpless: 

Moulana Md. Tahir championed the right of women, animal and helpless 

in the light of Koran and Hadith. In the fear of enlargement this research 

work has tacitly taken some of them. 

Prophet Muhammad said 

{Those who love and help the widow, poor, orphan and helpless, his 

respect can be compared to that person who fight for Islam or fast for 

throughout the day and pray for whole night)" 

About the love for animal he quoted Hadith of Prophet Muhammad: 

— (_pj ^ (jS ^J':^\ (Jlo tjlkxJI (j-o (_iKll loA ijij JS3 J ? . j l l J l i a (j lk*Jl (>> i j ^ l (J^L; t l i ^ 

" AJ j s i i Jii\ j ^ i i i i_iKll ^^iui AJSJ A<\..i<ii ^ 4 i i . Xa i j j j l l J j J a 
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(A traveler becomes very thirsty for walking; he see a well, fall down in it 

and after drinking water when he comes out, he see that a thirsty dog is 

slapping on the earth; the man comes down by the well again and brings 

water with his shoes and give it to the dog; almighty becomes happy about 

the activity of the traveler and consequently, he grants pardon for him 

from all of the sin.f 

Although dog is considered as an inferior animal yet, almighty was happy 

on the deed of the traveler because it is also creation of Allah. So, as a 

Muslim we need to help other animals because they are also like us. 

Views on Believers: 

Al-Manaar has provided special attention on the believers and treated 

them as a single body having different parts. Tahir also took the help of 

Hadiths: Prophet Muhammad said:-

{Love-pain and affection associate believers like a same body; when one 

part of the body becomes affected the whole body may become defective 

with sleeplessness.) (Al-Bhukari) 
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So the book suggests its reader that every MusHms should Hve similarly 

and try to establish sound social system where equality, fraternity, love 

and affection prevail. A person should feel happy with the happiness of his 

brother and similarly, be sad with the sorrow of others. This is an actual 

sign of true Muslim. 

Prophet Muhammad said-

(Oh! Belivers, ladies! Though your donation is like afoot of goat, it is 

need to donate to your neighbours.)^*) " 

According to Tahir, the reciprocal donations raise a good relationship 

among the neighbour; affection comes out among them; but it is possible 

only when any one maintain it with his/her capacity. Thus each neighbour 

should maintain such relation which is under his/her capacity. 

Maintaining good relationship with the neighbour is necessary. Because 

they are like a relative which is comprehend with the comment of prophet 

Muhammad; angel Gabriel repeatedly gave an importance of neighbours, 

he said who oppress his/her neighbours; he/she is not an actual follower of 

Islam. 
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Here, Md. Tahir borrowed another verse of Prophet. "Hazrat Ayesha once 

said to Prophet Muhammad; there are two neighbours; who will be 

preferable when I wish to donate anything to them? Prophet Muhammad 

replied W'̂  ^^^ W^j^'" It means whose door is near to your home"'''̂  

About Heroic Attitude: 

The book seriously condemned the ill behaviour of a believer. In order to 

sustain a healthy society all the ill behaviour should be eradicated from the 

Muslim society which is the only ideal that represent the will of the 

creator. In this context a Hadith of Prophet Muhammad can be mentioned. 

(// is not a heroic characteristic of a person who can defeat his/her rival 

easily; rather he/she is the actual hero who protect himself/herself from 

anger) 

By analysing the above Hadith Tahir Shaheb clarified that the anger of 

man is an actual rival of himself/herself; those who win over it, it will be 

easier to prevent other things from harming. On the contrary those who 

fail to protect their anger; he/ she can never be awarded with the 

designation of hero. The book reads another Hadith; 
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{Order for easy things; don 'tfall into any difficulty, examine the 

mentahty, don't irritate " (Al- Bhukhari) 

About Self Restrain: 

Moulana stressed on a life having full of patience. Therefore, he wrote a 

separate chapter and gave a nomenclature as "Self Restraint". He 

borrowed many Hadiths and philosophies of Prophet Muhammad and 

brought out the conclusion that self restrain is very impressive quality of a 

person by which peace and prosperity can be maintained in the society. 

For instance he borrowed a Hadith from Bukhari-

Prophet Muhammad did not take any revenge for his personal reason.' 

Prophet Muhammad also said 

" ("loi .-ij\ j l I j j i k (Jfj^ j ^ V I ^j^^j ^^ Cyji ( j ^ L>*" 

(Who those believe in Allah and in the Day of Judgement, he would either 

like to tell about good things or keep silent) (Al-Bukhari) 
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{Many a times people talk such sentences which have no relevance, yet 

these types of sentences are liked by Almighty, Almighty increases his/her 

self respect. Again many time people talk such word, which have no 

relevance but almighty dislike it; and for that reason, he/she will fall into 

hell) 

Therefore, Tahir suggested the followers of Islam to be cautious in their 

speeches and deeds. Before going to talk it is necessary to think it that 

what will be talked and what will be its effect. Thus, there is always a 

need to adopt precaution. 

The final day of judgement: Being a pious person Tahir always threat 

the people towards that severe moment of final judgement. He took the 

assistance of various Hadith of Prophet Muhammad: 

( What I know, if you could know then you laugh less and weep more; and 

want to the help of almighty even you come out in the field; whether you 

get freedom from hell or not, you don't know anything about that) (Al-

Bhukari) 

Tahir said, 
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"If people know the consequences of the life of here-after that 

would be the ever-ending life. Even people do not imagine the 

penalty in the graveyard or the penalty of hell. Then they could 

never laugh in this life, always think about the incident and fall 

in tears. They always try to adopt the policy of emancipation; 

whose life is uncertain, he/she always suffer from tension and 

try to create an alternative way to relief from that. Thus, there 

is a need of thinking about that life which will be started soon 

after the death; that is uncertain unimaginable and ever ending. 

The present life of the people is to attain such types of deeds 

CO 

which would be helpful to them for emancipating from hell." 

Helping of Needy and patients:-

As the book Al-Manaar has left no important part of human activity, it 

emphasised on the care taking patients and needy person. Moulana has 

taken many Hadiths to highlight this topic. Some of the important verses 

are: Prophet Muhammad said 

{Anyone who tell after looking at problematic person " (j->^^ ^JdljSi j-iaJ/ 

^A^jaij^jLL Qk^ jj^^^ ^ ;L'^4j <j iJiyiil L^ he will not fall in this situation). 
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He referred another Hadith in which prophet Muhammad said 

(Patience is like a bright light) Al- MusHm 

Tahir explains that as patient want from Almighty for his /her health, 

safety and freedom from danger he/she will never fall in any default or 

derailed from his track. It means anyone who falls in any problem he 

should maintain patience on the decision of almighty. Such types of policy 

will help him in the difficult situation in the graveyard and in the day of 

final judgement 

He further referred another Hadith: 

{The life of believers is like a crop tree, it always blows with the wind; on 

the contrary, hypocrite is like a strong tree, it can never blow if you do not 

cut it from its root.) Al- Muslim. 

The author describes that a believer is the sufferer group in the present 

life; apparently though it is difficult, it is good for them; thus, in this world 

no believer will enjoy peaceful life, he will be benefited from all those 

problems which are roused around him; rather whose belief is strong; 
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certainly he/she will fall into examination. All problems are just like an 

evaluation programme for him. Thus problem and dieses are the 

instruments for believers by which he /she can acquire freeness from all 

sins.^' 
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ALMANAAR- Part- II 

In the second part of Al~Mnaar Moulana Md. Tahir discussed about the 

basic principles of Islamic constitution. All those primary rules which are 

necessary to perform for a Muslim in his day-to-day life in order to show 

submission towards Allah. He began with the purification of body and 

heart. So the initial topic of discussion has been taken as ablution. 

Regarding the topic he took the help of a Hadith; 

(Anyone who performs ablution in the best way, his sin will be forgiven, 

and even his sin will bring out from the root of nails, f^ 

Tahir Saheb warned with analyzing the Hadith by expressing the 

following lines, 

"Remember, it is a sin for those people who do not abide by the 

commandments of Almighty and the guidelines of his prophet 

Muhammad. There are various stages of sins like great sin 

(Kabirah) and considerable sin (Sagirah). In this context, Sagirah 

sins may be pardoned by almighty. Those who fall in doing the 

Kabirah sins, he/she should repent."^' 
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By the ablution sins are not only pardon, rather slaves are honored by the 

almighty. In this regard he quoted Prophet Muhammad-

" i b ^ l l i.£]i:i i j i laJ l ^ a j l U l j U i l i l j i > U J l J l bLkiJl ajjS J - 6 j l U l ( ^ jx iaj ] ! 

{Should I tell you, there are three things by which almighty omits the sins 

of his slaves and increased their honour; I) those who make ablution 

perfectly though with facing some sort of difficulty, 2) those who go to 

mosque regularly and 3) those who go to mosque and wait for prayer.) 

(Muslim) 

Md. Tahir explained that during the winter or any other season and in any 

difficult situation, who perform ablution by washing each and every 

assigned part of the body which is considered as the perfect ablution; 

Ablution is the key of prayer by which one can attain the house of Heaven. 

Those who keep themselves in ablution and wait for prayer, ultimately the 

devil keeps away from them. The proper ablution will work as a protector 

from the evils of devil. Moreover, he referred Prophet Muhammad again 

the following lines 

" ojJo oil p i J>>il (j<o <-abJijl a j j ^ j j V "̂  " " ^>«jl ^ 1 " 
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{The result of the complete ablution will be rewarded with lights in each 

and every assigned part of ablution on the day of final judgment.) (Al-

Muslim) 

It means those who are the follower of Islam and keep ablution for prayer 

wfli be identified as the people of heaven with their lighting parts in the 

day of final judgment. With this identification, they would come in front 

of Prophet Muhammad and prophet will reward them with the drink of 

' j5jS (j:a_p. Hauz-e Kawsar' 

The author describes about the Principles of ablution for the convenience 

of the follower Islam. So he brought some Hadiths among which most 

important are-

{Anyone who performs ablution without the name of Almighty, his ablution 

will not be a perfect one.) 

It means, before going to perform ablution the word '^^ ̂ -^ {Bismillah) is 

necessary to read. In order to discuss the principles of ablution he brought 

a story of Sahaba. Once the third Khalifa Hazrat Usman (R) was 

performing ablution in the presents for the purpose of teaching the rules 

and regulation of ablution; firstly, he washed his right and left hand three 

times up to wrists. Then he washed his mouth and nose thrice gradually. 
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and then he washed his whole face (from the root of hair on the forehead 

to throat and between the roots of ear) three times. Then he polished his 

head and then gradually he washed his right and left foot up to the ankles 

and then he said that he learnt such types of ablution from the prophet 

Muhammad and in this context he heard from the prophet-

(Anyone who does ablution purely and perform two rakaat prayers, 

his/her sins will be pardoned) (Al-Muslim) this prayer is called as 'Tahiyatul 

Waju^f-y^J^'^ S>^ 

The messenger of Allah said-

{Anyone who reads the above lines after performing his/her ablution, the 

eight door of heaven will be opened for him/her. he/she has the option to 

enter into any of the doors according his will.) 

About Taxation: 

Like many other his written books Tahir has attempted to write about the 

taxation and stressed that by performing this act a person can purify his 
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belongings and property. He discussed these principles and necessities in 

light of Holly Koran and Hadiths. Almighty indicates the holy Koran-

Perform Prayer and render Zakat. (Sure-Mujammil) 

According to Moulana Tahir, Zakat is one of important pillar of Islam; 

Zakat has the second place after five times prayer. The prayer of Islam 

was compulsory before the period of Hizrat (migration to Medina) while 

Zakat was compulsory after the period oi Hizrat. According to the many 

thinkers, when Roman Empire Heraclius told to Abu Sufian- 'Svhat 

Prophet Muhammad tell you to do?" Abu Sufian replied-

" ^LiaJlj AMA\J ajSjllj ajiLalb U^Lj " 

{He advises us to perform prayer, purify the belongings by handing over 

the tax and uphold nature of good character.f^ 

Those who save belongings and property, but they do not perform Zakat in 

the name of almighty, actually they call their destruction themselves in the 

present life and for the day of final judgment. It has been written in the 

holy Koran-
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1 j j i r . (_5-ft:vJ a j j 0(>:^' S-"'-^ ?^_}^^ -'*^' Lyf^ t5^ ' - f r j j i i j j V j Ajl iail l j (_jA,lll ( j j _ ) ^ ( ly-^ ' j " 

>!uS La I j i j ^ ->*v..it"iV ^ 3 ^ ^ ^"^ ~(^ J..^4^J fM-^>^J r*^^-:^ ^-^ L 5 J ^ ^ -'^ 7- lU ̂ - i 

(Those who save gold and silver and don 7 like to spend it in the name of 

almighty, they are given a notice of great fault in the day of final 

judgment. Their saved gold and silver will be malted and it will be 

attached with their body in the day of final judgment) ( Surah-Tauba) 

He strengthened the aforesaid phenomenon by these words of Prophet 

Muhammad-

S^USJI . j j Ai j iaJ ^LijJ j ^ 9' jSI LcLaui <^LjS]l J»JJ <lLa A1 (Jla <JJ^ j ^ JJ >l3 VLa A\ eLiJl ( j ^ " 

If anyone who have innumerable property but he is not willing to perform 

Zakat; these assets will be made as dangerous snake and it will be getting 

wired as a punishment in the day of final judgment. This snake will 

continuously bite and tell him "I am your saved property"; then prophet 

read the verses of Koran-

Lo i j J * J ^ ' • •' ->*J "vuj jA ci? ri ' J ^ J * i\-'—»f^ jii\ »AIJ1 LOJ ^jJ '-^ 'J ^jj^ijl ijy'"^^ V j " 
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{Those who do not hke to spend the property which is given by the order 

of almighty, such people don't like goodness for themselves; and it is a 

great destruction; the property will be a snake in the day of final judgment 

and it will be hanged in their neck.) 

About the goodness of Zakat, Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H) clearly said-

(Donation never loses property; if the slaves forgive, almighty increases 

their reputation, if a person upholds the quality of submission towards 

almighty, He increases the reputation of that slave.) (Al-Muslim) 

Therefore, it is causeless or meaningless if someone fears to lose his 

property if he donates from his/her assets. Rather, almighty increases 

his/her property. 

Again he quoted Prophet Muhammad-

(Donation put out the fire of almighty, and it helps the donator during the 

period of death) (Tirmiji) 

However, according to Tahir, there is no need to perform Zakat of all 

assets. Although Zakat is like a donation but there is a difference between 

Sadqah and Zakat. While Zakat is compulsory but Sadqah is not 
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necessary. Zakat is compulsory to those people who have kept assigned 

gold/silver or spend their money for the purpose of business and so on. 

He/she should give some amount from his assets for the purification of 

that. On the other hand Sadqah is not compulsory, anyone can give it for 

his/her own wishes. Islamic constitution has fixed the amount in the name 

of Nisab i.e. the amount (Nisab) of gold is 7 Tula eight and half Mas a; the 

amount of silver is 54 Tula and 2 Masa; the business amount is either of 

the amount of the two things. It means Zakat will be necessary to that 

person who saves the said amount for a year at least. As a result, that 

person will perform one by forty of the said amount. Zakat will be given 

to orphan, poor or any other needy people. It can also be given to the poor 

Madrassa students. 

Tahis has not forgotten the importance Sadqah. He asserts that Like Zakat, 

Sadqah is also important in Islam. The holy Koran said-

" <cU^ 7 J Aii. V j AJJ V AjJ (_SJLI j i (JJ ( ^ j»SUajj \SiA Iji iJl I j ial ^jjil l L^ILJ " 

{Oh believers of Islam! Before the day in which no buying and selling, 

friendships or recommendation would not have importance; you should 

spend your assets that are given by almighty.) (A I- Baqarah) 

According to the advice of Tahir, it is very much injurious to the people 

who are greedy of almighty's given assets. These assets may become 
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fruitful in the present life but it cannot help to those people in the day of 

final judgment if they don't like to spend it for the poor people. People 

forget their origin when they get much amount of money. Remember! One 

day people bom with their empty hand and will return with the same hand. 

Assets will remain in this world. So, for the sake of good life after death 

people should spend their assets with the name of almighty. 

Therefore, instead of low quality, people should spend high quality of 

Sadqah. Because a low quality of donation in the name of almighty will 

have unfavorable reaction. In this context almighty said in the holy Koran-

{The pure virtue is to donate high quality of Sadqah from any one's asset. 

Almighty may become happy to those people who donate from their 

important assets.) (Al-Imran) 

The one seed of paddy can give ten whistle and each whistle have hundred 

breeds; the hundred breeds can give seven hundred breeds; like these 

increasing rice breed almighty increases the virtue in terms of one rupee to 

seven hundred rupees; even almighty can increase the virtue if he wish. 
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With the increase of donation or Sadqah, one can attain the happiness and 

get beloved of almighty 64 

At the same time he also warned about the consequence of disliking of 

Sadqah: 

ijllj _4jjiii ijc. (J i jJ LajLa (Jaj j (j-oj -(J=>-ry Cy^ a^laa Aul (JjijjJ ^-i IjSinl ^ J J C A J CVjA >lii IA " 

{Those who are commanded to spend in the name of almighty, many of 

you do parsimony) 

Tahir has very beautifully explained the verses with some reasonable 

assertion. He says that it is noteworthy to believe that those who don't like 

to spend, they unconsciously bring their destruction. It will be the result of 

Almighty's anger. Remember! Almighty is not dependent on you. In this 

context one incident has been undertaken of a religious person who had a 

fruit garden. When he used to bring fruit from his garden, he used to 

donate from it to the poor people. After his death, his descendents did not 

like to donate and they wanted to take the fruits in the early morning. As a 

result, almighty was unhappy about their activity and eventually He 

destroyed that garden. The descendents of the garden understood about 

their miserable activity and he repented before almighty about his 

miserable condition. {Surah- Noon) 
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In support of the assertion he arranged some Hadith of Prophet 

Muhammad-

" «.^^Lill 1 ^ LJLJ ( j j » \ III •'•••'"' A J A I ^ I " 

{The seventy ways of destruction will be prevented by the Sadqahf^ 

(Targib) 

Again he quoted Prophet Muhammad-

(7oM should perform Sadqah, because destruction can never 

underestimate the Sadqah) (Targib) 

Tahir says that one can live long by giving the Sadqah. In this context a 

Hadith has been undertaken in the Al-Manaar 

{The donation (Sadqah) of Muslim can live long and prevent unhappy 

death) (Targib)^^ 

About Ramzan:-

Moulana Md. Tahir has given some constructive arguments against the 

benefits of fasting during the month of Ramazan. To him, fasting makes a 

man healthy from him inner heart though it seems that he becomes weak 
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after fasting. The effort enables him to fear Allah in accordance with His 

will. He proved these in the light of Koran and Hadith. The holy Koran 

said-

-C1J1JJA«-O LaUi 0 ( j j ^ -̂»*sU 1 •,'\\\', (jA ^jjill j_yic. i_uS LoS |»ULall ^^\\c. t_uS l _ ^ i ^jjjlll L^ib " 

- ( j A i i i . 0 aUJLa Aj.ia AJ j i l i aJ (JJ^I L S ^ J " J ^ ' r*^' 0 - * ' - ^ J ^ L S ^ J ^ - " - ^ J - * >^J-« ( j ^ (j-»3 

" [ j I A I X J -"''^ ^jl - 4 ^ J ^ ^ I «-a ijb-oJ ( j l 9 - A J 1^^ M-3 ' ) ^ ^ p ajaj j j ^ 

(O/?/ Believers! The fasting has been compulsory to you like your 

ancestor, so that you fear the commandments of almighty; protect yourself 

from his curse, and reached to the highest quality of humanity. If you are 

ill or you are in the tours you should perform 'Fidyah' (compensation); 

you should perform Sadqah in terms of all fasting and after recovery you 

should keep fast. The fasting in the month of holy Ramazan is better than 

Fidyah.) 

Tahir has beautifully elaborated the meaning of fasting in the month of 

Ramazan as one of the important pillars in Islam. About Its significance 

he brought some of the Hadiths 

Prophet Muhammad said-

(Fasting is a buckler) (Al-Muslim). 
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As sword is protected by the buckler, so fasting is the important buckler 

by which a person can protect himself from the devil. 

Prophet Muhammad said 

{The person who keep fasting with strong faith (belief and consciousness, 

his/her earlier sin will be forgiven) ( Al-Bukhari). 

Prophet Muhammad said-

(Each and every sin of the children of Adam is pardoned from ten to seven 

hundred times in terms of his/ her deeds). (Al-Muslim) 

Prophet Muhammad said 

{The smell of the fasting person in the month ofRamazan is considered as 

best smell to Almighty then the musk.) 

Prophet Muhammad said 
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Anyone who breaks the fasting in the month of Ramazan without any 

problem Hke illness or any other things has not been guided by Islamic 

Sariyah, he/she cannot fulfill its gap by keeping fasting with whole year. 

Prophet Muhammad said 

(Anyone who keeps fast for the happiness of almighty, hell will be kept 

away from him/her at least seventy years.) 

Prophet said 

(Anyone who keeps fasting in the day of Arafat, two years sin of that 

person would be pardoned.) (Misqat) 

Prophet Muhammad said: 

(The fasting of the day of Muharram is the best after the Ramazan and 

after the Farz prayer, the prayer ofTahazzud is the best). 67 

About Hazz: 

The Holy Koran said 
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(The Hazz has been compulsory to those people who are rich or have 

property. If any one does not abide by this commandment, Almighty is 

never dependent to that person. Ultimately, that person invites 

himselC^herself for destruction.) 

Hazz is also one of the important pillars of Islam. Some of the Hadiths 

have been taken for its significance. 

Prophet Muhammad said 

Only heaven is for performing jjj^^, (Hazz e- Mabrur) it is the reward 

of that Hazz. (Al-Muslim) 

About the Hadith, he quoted several other earlier scholars of Islam. For 

instance, according to Ibn-Khaliah, Hazz Mabrur means that pilgrimage 

towards the house of almighty which have been granted. Some others are 

of the opinion that it means the trip towards Kaba in which sins are not 

committed. In the opinion of Qurtabi, Hazz Mabrur is that Haz which 

omits all sins of a person and he becomes innocent after performing it. 

Some others like Hafiz Nur Uddin, Hakim, Ahmad, Tayibi and Hasan 

Basari believe that in Haz Mabrur all the principles of Hazz are performed 

exactly. Md. Tahir beautifully extracted from all these assertions and gave 
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a rationalistic reason that Hazz Mabrur purify a person by washing his/her 

ill deeds and make him innocent from his/her sins. 

He then referred another systematic Hadith in which Sahaba asked the 

messenger of Allah and found response of him in this regard. The 

messenger of Allah was asked about the practices in Islam? Prophet 

Muhammad replied: 

{Belief of Almighty and his prophet) 

Then he was asked about the next important practice. He replied; 

Involving oneself in Zihad (Islamic crusade) only for the pleasure of 

Almighty. 

Again he was asked about the best practice after Zihad. He replied, 

" j j j - J - " 

{Granted Holy Hazz) {Al-Bukhari) 

Moreover, Moulana Md. Tahir has included the quotation of Prophet 

Muhammad who said: 
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{Perform Hazz quickly for which you have been ordered, because no one 

knows what would happen afterward, no one can predict.) (Targib) 

In support, another Hadith has been taken: 

{Anyone who wishes to perform (Hazz) ^ , he/she should do that work 

quickly.) (Al- Misqat) 

Tahir explained these Hadiths with saying that there is no certainty of life 

and property; today you may be a rich but tomorrow you may become 

poor; in this situation the person who have compulsion to perform Hazz, 

he/ she should perform that duty quickly.^^ 

Findings: 

To conclude, Al-Manaar is an outstanding work of Moulana Md. Tahir by 

which he has got the reputed position among the intellectual societies. 

This epoch making treatise of Hadith was published in two volumes in 

1992 and second was in 1994 consecutively. He touched each and every 

aspects of human life while he was explaining the selected Hadith. With 

his able authorship he enhanced the content that are able to influence and 

triumph on every reader. He also felt that it was inevitable to have a focus 

on the history of the compilations of Hadith and its articulation before 
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going to the depth of the content. Tahir has arranged the history of its 

articulation in a specific way as he discussed in the Book- Al-Manar. 

As he was a social reformer, peculiar scholar in Arabic literature he 

exposed his quality in explaining the Hadith. The book Al-Manar which 

he wrote is the best example of authorship that became famous in later 

period as it touched very important aspects of reforming human society. 

Moreover, he explained the Hadith in the view of contemporary prospects. 

Moulana was a great lover of propagating education. As he read history of 

the medieval period and analyzed the condition of Indian Muslims 

regarding education he could realize the fact that without promoting 

education among segmented Muslims in India it would not be possible to 

develop their wholesome personality even in modern era. So great 

reformer, Tahir was serious about the uplifting of Muslims towards 

education. To bring this intention into practice he took the help of Hadith 

as he tried to focus the importance of education. Therefore, he emphasized 

the Muslim people to send their kids to Maktab because it is a baseline 

centers for gaining basic knowledge of Arabic language and literature as 

well as religious education. In his thought Muslims will loose their 

identity in their speech and traditions without learning Arabic literature. 
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