Preface

Moulana Md Tahir was known as one the greatest of all preacher,
educationalist, moralist and doctor of Muslim law. He was the glory of the
learned and the light of Islam; the Spokesman of theologians, the
Interpreter of men of spiritual knowledge, the unique Leader of twentieth
century’s prolific Islamic philosopher, reformer, educationist, freedom
fighter as well as an enhancer of Arabic language and literature of Assam-
Bengal regions in India. Tahir is considered by many to be the father of
Arabic-Begali translation of Islamic theology in the regions of Assam and
West Bengal, for anticipating many elements of these disciplines centuries
before they were founded in the Indian sub-continent and other parts of
south Asia. He is best known for his AI-Manaar which is a comprehensive

interpretation of some selected Hadith.

Keeping all these aspects of Moulana Md Tahir in mind, I have found that
a research work is inevitable to be done on Moulana Muhammad Tahir:
Life and Works None has done any research work on this topic. To make
my research work precise I have divided it into five chapters. The First
Chapter of my thesis is Moulana Md Tahir: A Brief Introduction to His
Life and Time.

The Second Chapter discusses about his social and literary works.
Moulana Tahir is one of the forgotten heroes in Indian society who have
sacrificed their lives for the sake of Indian freedom and emancipation of

Indian society from the orthodox superstitions.

The Third Chapter reads that Tahir invented various techniques and

methodologies to educate Indian Muslims and strived to bring them out



from various religious dogmas and miss-beliefs. He established a number
of educational institutions among which one Jamia Madania Islamia has

been one of the best example that providing service to the humanity.

The Fourth Chapter, reveals that Al-Manar is an outstanding work
of Moulana Md Tahir by which he has got the reputed position among the
intellectual societies. He touched each and every aspects of human life
while he was explaining the selected Hadith. With his able authorship he
enhanced the content that are able to influence and triumph on every
reader.

Thus, Tahir was one of the forerunner of several Islamic theological
and social scientific disciplines: Arabic translation, Islamic-cultural
history, criticism of other Indian Islamic scholars, the philosophy of
Islamic history, and Islamic sociology. In a nut shell, we can say that
Moulana Md Tahir has made substantial contribution to the Arabic-Islamic
literature in the 20" century Assam- Bengal regions of Indian sub-

continent.

In the light these findings 1 would like to suggest that such a great
personality should be studied thoroughly. The research project exposes that
he has considerable contribution in promoting Arabic language and
literature in the Indian sub-continent. I hope that the research will certainly
inspire the subsequent students, writers and others to make some efforts on

such a great personality.
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