Chapter 4
SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF THE RESPONDENTS

This chapter attempts to understand social, cultural, economic and political
characteristics of the labourers which constitute t}{eir socio-economic background.
Here, social background means ethnic groups, caste, native place, period of living,
family population, educational status, age-group, type of house, ownership of
house, number ofsliving rooms, type of food, source of drinking water, status of
electricity etc. which are the factors socially conditioning from behind the work of
labourers in tea gardens. The chapter is divided into four sections: the first thrce
sections have dealt with the social background of the labourers of high performing
tea industries, medium performing industries and low performing industries in
India and Bangladesh and thc last section concludes the chapter. These are

analysed here.

I
RESPONDENTS IN THE HIGH PERFORMING TEA INDUSTRIES

This section deals with the social background of the respondents in the
sampled high performing industries of India and Bangladesh; namely, Rosekandy
Tea Estate and Gazipure Tea Estate respectively. The high performing tea
industrics from India and Bangladesh produce large quantity of tea. In Rosekandy,
the quantity of tea production is measured in terms of kg per year. On the other
hand in Gazipure Tea Estate the quantity of tea production is measured in terms of
kg per hectare. The socio-economic conditions of labourers of these gardens are
found better than the medium and low performing tea gardens. The social
conditions of the labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure are more or less similar.

These are presented below.

Ethnic Groups
In these tea estates there are different ethnic groups such as Oriya,

Deshwali, Tamil, Bihari, Bhojpuri, Tanti, Dusad, Bengalce and Munda which
share common activities in their daily life; however, distinctive differences are also
found amongst them from their cultural behaviour. The distribution of ethnic
groups in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh is given in

the following table:
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Table 4.1
Ethnic Groups of Labourers in the Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and
Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE G.T GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Total
Ethnic . Total
Group Hindu Muslim Hindu Muslim
MLF ™ ™ ] Trow | M| F ™ M]F ™™ M F [Ton
ot 2 2 2 2 7 g9 16 7 9 16
riya B B B e - - -
y (8) [{5.12) (7.4) | (4.65)| (20) | (25) ((22.53) (16.28){(19.15)((17.78)
8 4 12 8 4 12
Deshwali - - -
(22.85){(11.11)| (16.9) (18.6) | (8.51) [{13.33)
2 3 5 2 3 5
Tamil - - -
{5.71) | (8.33) | (7.04) (4.65) { (6.38) { (5.56)
Bihari 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 3
ihari e e - -
(4) | (2.56) (3.7) {(2.33) | (2.85) (1.4) {(12.5)](9.09){(10.52)| (4.65) | (2.13) { (3.33)
10 {16 | 26 10 16 26 7 1 18 7 "
Bhojpuri e el - - - 18 (20)
(71.42)| (64) |(66.66) (62.5)((59.25)((60.46)| (20) |(30.55)|(25.35) (16.28)| (23.4)
1 1 1 1
Tanti R -
(4) | (2.56) (3.7) 1(2.33)
1 1 1 1
Dusad - - - .
(4) | (2.56) (3.7) 1 (2.33)
4 4 8 2 2 | 4 6 6 12 10 10 10 10
Bengalee - - - - -
(28.57){ (16) [(20.05)|(100)((100)1(100)}(37.5)|(22.22)| (27.9) (90.9){(52.63) (21.28)]{11.11)
10 g 19 7 7 17 g 26
Munda - - - -
(28.57) (25) |(26.76){(87.5) (36.84)((39.54){(19.15)|(28.89)
Total 14 |1 25| 39 2124 )16 27 43 35 36 " 8 1 19 43 47 90
(%) | (100) |(100)| (100} |(100){(100)[(100)|(100)| (100) | (100} | (100) | (100) | (100} | (100)[(100){ (100) § (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosckandy 1'ea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table demonstrates that three fifths of the total labourers of Rosekandy
Tca Estate (60.46%) are Bhojpuri followed by Bengalee (27.9%). By their religion
and gender, over three fifths, each, of the Hindu male (71.42%) and female (64%)
labourers are Bhojpuri. All Muslim male and female labourers are Bengalee. Of
Gazipure Tea Estate more than one fourth of the total labourers (28.89%) are
Munda followed by Bhojpuri (20%), Oriya (17.78%) and Deshwali (13.33%)).
More than one fourth of the Hindu male labourers (28.57%) are Munda whereas
near about one third of Hindu female labourers (30.55%) are Bhojpuri. Majority of
Muslim male labourers (87.5%) are Munda and most of thc Muslim female
labourers (90.9%) are Bengalee. Thus, the Bhojpuri labourers dominate Rosekandy

Tea Estate whereas the Munda labourers dominate Gazipure Tea Estate.
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Caste

Caste is an important institution in both Rosekandy and Gazipure tea
estates of India and Bangladesh, considering different activities and practices that
they inherit from their past. The five varnas, namely; Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya,
Sudra and Untouchables among the Hindus and groups like Sheikh and Syed
among Muslims are found among the tea labourers of both the countries. The
following table shows the distribution of caste by religion and gender in

Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates:

Table 4.2
Castes among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE G Total GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Total
Caste Hindu Muslim | Total - 1ot Hindu Muslim
goup T | Tl Ty T e M| F (Toa| ™| F [P ] F ("™ T F ] 1o
1 1 1 1
Brahmin - - - - -
(2.85) (1.4) {232 (1.11)
_ 1 1 i 3 2 5 3 2 5
Kshatriya - e | |1(6.25) - - - -
(7.14) (2.56) (233) | 857 | (5.56) | (7.04) (6.97) | (4.25) | (5.56)
_ 2 2 2 2 16 13 29 16 13 29
Vaishya - R e - - - -
(14.28) (5.12) (12.5) (4.65) [145.71){ (36.11) | (40.84) (37.2) | (27.65) | (32.22)
Sud " 25 36 1" 25 36 15 21 36 15 21 36
ra - P - - -
iy (78.57) 1 (100 | (92.3) (68.75) | (92.59) [(83.72)|(42.86)| (58.33) | (50.7) (34.88) ) (44.68) | (40}
ot 2 2]4] 2 7 | a 8] 1 119 8 | 11 ] 19
el - - P
(100) |(100){(100)| (125) | (7.4 | (93 (1003 (100) |(100)| (18.6) | (23.4) | 21.11)
Total 14 25 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 7 8 1" 19 43 47 90
(%} (100) ((100)( (160} [ (1G0) ((100) ({100} (100} | (100} [ (100} | (160} | (10C) ([ (100) (160} (100} ((100){ (100} { (100} { (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipurc Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table reveals that majority of the total labourers (83.72%) are Sudras
followed by Seikh (9.3%). Most (92.59%) of the female and over two thirds
(68.75%) of the male labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are Sudras. All the
Muslim labourers are Seikhs whereas all the female Hindu labourers are Sudras.
Two fifths of the total labourers (40%) Gazipure Tea Estate are Sudras followed by
Vaisyas (32.22%). Over two fifths (44.68%) of the females and over one third
(34.88%) of the male labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate are Sudras. Thus, these two
tea estates are mostly dominated by the Sudra labourers.

Languages Known

Labourers of both the tea estates know different languages such as Bengali,
Hindi, Bhojpuri, Oriya, Mundari etc. to communicate and to express their ideas.
The following table shows the combination of languages or language known
among the labourers by religion and gender in Rosckandy and Gazipure tea estates
of India and Bangladesh:
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Tablc 4.3
Languages Known among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parenthesces)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Total
L Hindu Muslim Total G Total Hindu Muslim
Known Total Total Total
M F M F M F Total M F M F M F Total
Bengali, 1 1 1 1 4 3 7 1 1 5 3 8
Hindi (7.14) (2.56) (6.25) (2.33) | (11.82) | (8.33) | (9.85) | (12.5) {5.26) | (1162) | {6.38) | (8.89)
) 4 4 8 4 4 8
Hindi = - -
(11.42) | {(11.14) | (11.26) (9.3} | (851} (889
Bengali 15 15 15 15 5 21 I3 7 10 17 12 k1] 43
9 (60) |(38.45) (55.56) [(34.88)| {14.29) | (58.33) | (36.61) | (87.5) | (90.9) | (89.47}| (27.9) | (65.95) | (47.78)
Bengali,
Hindi, 5 . § - - . s . s
. {14.29) (7.04) (11.62) (5.56)
QOriya
Bengali, 3 3 3 3 5 3 8 5 3 8
Oriya (12) | (1.69) (11.11) 1 (6.98) | (14.29) [ (8.33) | (11.26) (11.62) | (6.38) | (8.89)
Bengali, 3 3 3 3 1 3 4 4 1 1 4 5
Bhojpuri (12) | (7.69) (11.11) | (6.98) | (2.85) | (8.33) | (5.63) - (9.09) | (5.26) | (2.32) | (8.51) ; (556)
Bengali, 2 2 4 2 2 4
Sadri (100) | (100) | (100) | (12.5) | (T4) | (9.9)
Bengafi,
Hindi 13 4 17 - - 13 4 17 " 2 13 - . . 1 2 13
0 1(82.85) | (16) | (43.59) (81.25) | (14.81) [(39.53){ (31.42) | (5.55) | (18.3) (25.58) | (4.25) | (14.44)
Bhojpuri
Total 14 25 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 kH 36 " 8 1 19 43 47 90
(%} {100) | (100) | (100} | (100) | {100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) [ (100) | (100) | (100} | (100} | (100) | (100} | (100} | (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosckandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table exhibits that near about two fifths of the total labourers (39.53%)
speak Bengali, Hindi & Bhojpuri followed by Bengali (34.88%). over four fifths
(81.25%) of the malc labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate know Bengali, Hindi and
Bhojpuri and over half (55.56%) of the female labourers know Bengali whereas all
the Muslim labourers know the combination of Bengali and Sadri. But in Gazipure
Tea Estate near about half of the total labourers (47.78%) speak Bengali followed
by Bengali, Hindi & Bhojpuri (14.44%). Similar distribution is found among the
Hindu and Muslim labourers. Thus, most of the labourers of these two tea estates
know Bengali as it is the national language of Bangladesh and local language of
Barak Valley.

Native Place

The tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates have come
from different places. They arc from West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Comilla, Tripura, Gujarat, Assam and Karnataka.
The following table depicts the native place of the tea garden labourers by religion
and gender in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh:
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Tablc 4.4
Native Places of Labourers in Tca Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Native Places ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE G. Total GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Total
Hindu Total Muslim Tota! Hindu Total Muslim Total
M F M F ] F Total M F M F M F Tota!
7 8 15 2 2 4 9 10 19 4 7 193 1 1 4 8 12
West Bengal .
{50) | (32} |(38.46)( (100) | {100) | (100) [ {56.25) | (37.03)] (44.19) | (11.42) | (19.44) | (15.49) 9) (5.2) | (8.3) |(17.02)1(13.33)
Bihar 5 5 10 5 5 10 4 5 9 2 2 4 7 1
(35.71) | (20) |(25.64) ’ {31.25) | (18.51) | (23.26) [ (11.42) | (13.88) | (12.67) ’ (18) | (10.4) | (9.3) (1489} (12.22)
. 1 3 7 1 6 7 4 9 13 4 [] 13
QOrissa - - . .- - .
714) | (24) | (28 (6.25) [(22.22){ (16.28) [ (11.42)| (25) | (18.3) 19.3) | (19.44) { (14.44)
t [ 7 1 [ 7 18 6 24 2 1 3 20 7 27
Uttar Pradesh - . .
(144) | (24) | (28) (6.25) [122.22) | (16.28) [ (51.42) | (16.66) | {33.8) | (25) (9) | (15.6) | (46.51) | (14.89) | (30)
2 2 2 2
Assam - - - .
(5.55) | (2.81) 4.25) | (2.22)
2 2 4 2 2 4
Karnataka - .- .
(5.11) | (5.55) | (5.63) (4.65) | (4.25) | (4.44)
3 4 7 3 4 7
Madhyapradesh . . .
(8.57) 1 (11.41) | (9.85) (6.97) | (8.51) | {7.78)
1 1 1 1
Gujarat = . . .
(277} | (1.4) 212) | (1.11)
1 1 5 7 12 [ 7 13
Comilla .
(2.85) (1.4} | (62.5) | (63.63) [ (63.15) | (13.95) { (14.89) | (14.44)
1
T . . . w - . . . . . - . - 1(52) |1 (232 - 1
ripura (125) (5.2) [1(232) (11
Total 14 25 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 " 8 1" 19 43 47 90
(%) (100) | (100) | {100) [ (100) | {100) | (100) | (100) [ (100} | (100) | (100) | (100) } (100} | (160) | (100} | {100) [ (100) } (100) | {100}

Source: Tield Data Collected in India trom Rosckandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table shows that more than two fifths of the total labourers (44.19%)
in Rosekandy Tea Estate arec from West Bengal followed by Bihar (23.26%). Half
of the Hindu (50%) male and about one third (32%) of the Hindu female labourers
are from West Bengal whereas all the Muslim labourers are from West Bengal.
About one third (30%) of the total labourers in Gazipure Tea Estate are from Uttar
Pradesh of India followed by Orissa and Comilla, each, (14.44%). About half
(46.51%) of the male labourers of have migrated from Uttar Pradesh of India.
About one fifth (19.14%) of the female labourers are from Orissa. Thus, most of
the labourers of Rosekandy Tca Estate are from West Bengal. Most of the
labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate are from India because before Indcpendence the

labourers were migrated to Srihatta (Sribhumi).

Period of Settlement

The period of settlement indicates the time span during which the labourers
came and settled in the tea garden. The following table shows the period of
settlement of the tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of

India and Bangladesh:
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Tablc 4.5
Period of Living among Tea Labourers in Tea Istates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Period of ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Total
UVT"”!J in Hindu Muslim | Total G Total Hindu Muslim
ea
Total Total Total
Gaden |y | F M]F M Fol To | M F M| F ° M Fo| Towl
(in years)
‘s 8 14 22 1 2 3 9 16 25 29 17 46 5 6 1" 34 23 57
(57.14) | (56) | (56.41) | (50} { (100) | (75) | (56.25) | (50.25) | (58.14) { (82.85) | (47.22) | (64.78) | (62.5) | (54.54) | (57 89} | (79.06) | (48.93) | (63.33)
%50 6 " 17 1 1 7 1 18 5 18 2 3 4 7 8 22 30
14285) | (44 | (4358) | (50) 125) {(43.75) | (40.75) | (41.86) | (14.28) | (50) |(32.38) | (37.5) | (36.36) | (36.84) | (18.60) | (46.80) | (33.33)
1 1 2 1 1 1 2 3
Above 50 -
285 | @77y | 281) ©909) | (526) | 232 | (4.25) | (3.3¢)
Total 14 25 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 Il 8 i 19 43 47 90
) | (100} |(100)| (100) | (100 ] (100} | (100 100y | (100) | (100) | 100y | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | t100) | 100y | (100)

Source: Ficld Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table exhibits that about three fifths of the total labourers (58.14%)
have been residing in Rosekandy Tea Estate for 1-25 years followed by 26-50
years (41.86%). Similar finding is observed from their religious and gender
distribution. Over three fifths of the total labourers in Gazipure Tea Estate
(63.33%) have been residing for 1-25 years followed by 26-50 years (33.33%).
This common finding is observed from in both tea estates.

Educational Status

The educational status of the tea garden labourers of Rosekandy and
Gazipure tea estates in India and Bangladesh is divided into two categories;
namely, illiterate and primary school pass. The following table shows the
educational status of the tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipurc tea
estates of India and Bangladesh:

Table 4.6
Educational Status of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Tota!
Educational - G. Total _
Hindu Muslim | Total Hindy Mustim
Status Total Total Total
M F M F M F Total M F M F M F Total

4 8 | 13| 22 a6 |1 |j17] 23 |m®] a4 |3] 4 7| % | 2 48
12857 (36} ((33.33)] (100} | (100) [ (300) [(37.5) | (40.74) |(39.53)|(65.71)| (50) |57 74}|(37.5) |(36.36) {(36.84) [ (60.46) | (46.80) | (53.33)
Primary | 10 | 16 | 26 10 16 | %6 | 12 18]35 ] 7 12175 42
School |(71.42)| (64) [g6.68)| | | [(62.5)](59.25) |i60.47)|(34.28)| (50) |42 25)|(62.5) |(63 63}|(63.15)|(39.53)| (53.19) | (46.67)
14 | 2530 | 2] 21 4 |16 27 |43 | 35 | 36| 71 | 8 | 11| 19| 45 | 47 90

iterate

Total (%)

(100} {1100y | (100) |(100) | (100) | (100} | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100} | (100)] (100) | (100} | (200} | (100} | (100} | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table exhibits that in Rosekandy tea estate the educational status of
three fifths of the total labourers (60.47%) i1s Primary School followed by illiterate
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(39.53%). This common pattern is observed from Hindu male and female labourers
but all the Muslim labourers are illiterate. But more than half of the total labourers
(53.33%) are illiterate in Gazipure Tea Estate followed by Primary School
(46.67%) which is similar across their religions and genders. Thus, the literacy rate
of the labourers in Rosekandy Tea estate is higher than that in Gazipure Tea Estate.
In India all the Muslim labourers are illiterate whereas over three fifth (63.15%) of

the Muslim labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate are primary school pass.
Age Groups

The age groups of the tea garden labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure tca
estates of India and Bangladesh are categorised into three different categories: 15—
35 years, 36— 59 years and above 60 ycars. The following table depicts the age
groups of the tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India
and Bangladesh:
Table 4.7

Age Groups of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE
Age . _ G. Total - G. Total
Hindu Muslim Total Hindu Muslim
Group Total Totat Total
M| F M F M| F |Tota| M | F M F M | F | Toa
.1 5| 14t 1 1z w0] 6 6] 9 6 |84 1|5 |37 |n
(64.28) [ (20) (35.89)| (50) | (50) | (50) |(62.5) |(22.22) [137.21)](25.71)| (16.66) | (21.12) | (50) | (9.09) |(26.31)|(30.23) | (14.89) {(22.22)
ol || B[ T[T 2w 225 @ 40" BB 6
35.71)| (60) |(51.28) (50) | (50) | (50} | (37.5) |(59.25) |(51.16) | (62.85) | (69.44) | (75.88)| (50) | (90.9) |(73.68) | (60 46) | (74.46) [(67.78)
Above 5 | 5 515 ¢ | 5 | 9 3 5 .
60 | |eolmesy] | (18.51)|(11.63)|(11.42) |13.88) | (1267 93 | (1063

Tola | 14 | 25| 3 | 2 | 2| 4 | 6 | 27 | 43 | 35 | 36 | 71 | 8 | 11 | 19 | 43 | a7 | 90
%) | (100) |(100)| (100) | (100) | (100} | (100) | (100) | (100} | (100) | (100} | (100) | (100) |(100}| (100} | (100) | (200} | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosckandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tca Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table demonstrates that over half of the total labourers (51.16%)
belong to the age group of 36-59 years followed by (37.21%) 15-35 and above 60
(11.63%) years’ age groups. Over three fifths of Hindu males (64.28%) belong to
the age group of 15-35 years whereas three fifths of Hindu females (60%) are from
36-59 years of age group in Rosckandy Tea Estate are from the age group of 15-35
years and 36-59 years respectively. Half, each, of the Muslim labourers are from
the age group of 15-35 years and 36-59 years respectively. Similarly, over three
fifths of total labourers (67.78%) are from 36-59 years of age group followed by
15-35 years (22.22%). Similar pattern is observed from religious and gender
distribution. Thus, most of the labourers of these two tea estates are middle aged

who belong to the age bracket of 36-59 years.
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Living Standard

Living Standard means a level of quality of living. The living standard of
the tea garden labourers indicates the type of house, ownership of house, number
of living rooms, type of food, source of drinking water and status of electricity
facility among tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India
and Bangladesh. These are discussed below.
Type of House

Types of houses found among tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and
Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh are grouped into kachcha with mud
pluster, kachcha with bamboo surrounding and semi-pacca. Different types of
houses among the labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and

Bangladesh are discussed in the following table:

Table 4.8
Types of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
' (Percentage in Parentheses)

{ ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE G. Total GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G Total

THY"“ Hindu | Total | Musim | Yo Hindu | Tolal | Musim ] Tofal
ouse M | F M F M F Tolal | M F M| F M F | Tolal
Kachcha
(d10112111211122331346551015364480
mul
st (71.42)} (44) |(53.84)] (50) | (50) | (50) |(66.75)|(44.44)|(53.49)|(88.57)|(94 44)}(91 54) (62.5)| (90.9) |{78.94){(83.72)((93.61)| (88 89)
pluster
Kachcha

1151 6 1 5 6
{bamboo - - -

(7.14) | (20) | {15 38) (6.25) |(18.51){(13.95)

surrounding}

3 9 12 1 1 2 4 10 14 4 2 6 3 1 4 7 3 10
(21.42)| (36) |(30.76)| (50) f {50) [ (50) | (25) {(37.03)|(32.56){(11.42)| (5.55) | (8.45) [(37.5)](9.09) |(21.05)((16.27)| (6.38) | (11.11)

Semi-Pacca

14 1251 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 n 8 1" 19 43 47 90

Total (%
olal (%) (100) {(100)| (100) [(100)|(100}{(100){ (100) | (100) | (100) | (100} | (100} | (100) |(100) | {100) { (100} | (100} [ (100) | {100}

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosckandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 (0 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table demonstrates that more than half of the total labourers in
Rosekandy Tea Estate (53.49%) live in kachcha (mud pluster) house followed by
semi-pacca (32.56%) and kachcha (bamboo surrounding) (13.95%) houses. Similar
distribution is found from their religious and gender distribution. Half, each, of the
Muslim labourers are living in kachcha (mud pluster) and semi-pacca houses.
Majority of the total labourers in Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh (88.89%) are
living in kachcha houses with mud pluster and the rest live in semi-pacca houses.
Similar distribution is found from their religion and gender analysis. Thus, most of
the labourers are living in kachcha houses with mud pluster and a negligible
portion of them is living in semi-pacca houses.
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Ownership of House
Ownership of house determines the socio-economic condition of the
labourers. The labourers of these two gardens live in their own houses and
quarters. The following table distributes the labourers into the ownership of house
into two types. It is shown in the following table:
Table 4.9

Ownership of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and
Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

| ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 6 Tow GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Tolal
Ownershipf Hinduy Mustim | Total ’ Hindu Muslim
of House Total Total Total
M| F M| F M| F [Toa| M | F M| F M | F | Totl
Own R ]2
House | 1 | LT T T (@ssylemiesyl | T T 3|22

1472530 2| 2|4 |16|27|43] 38 | 35 | 60 | 6 |11]19| 42 | 46 | 8
£100)|(100)|100) |(100)|(100)}(100)| (100 (100)| (100) | (97.12){(87.22)|(67.18){(100)|(100) |(100) (97 67) (97 .87)|(97.78)
Tota! |14 | 25 | 39| 2 | 2 | 4 | 16|27 |43 | 35 | 36 | 71 | 8 | 11|19 43 | 47 | %0
(%) |(100)|(100}|(100){(100)|(100)|(100)|(100){(100)|(100)| (100) { (100) | (100) |(100}|(100){(100)| (100) | (100) | (1CO)

Quarter

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosckandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangiadesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table reveals that all the labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are living
in quarters and only a negligible portion of the Hindu labourers of Gazipuie Tea
Estate in Bangladesh is living in their own houses. It indicates the minimum
difference in the living standards of the labourers in these tea gardens of India and
Bangladesh.

Number of Living Rooms

Number of living room indicates the standard of living and economic
condition of the people. The number of living rooms of the labourers is distributed
into two different types - single room and double rooms. The following table
shows the number of living rooms of the labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea
estates of India and Bangladesh:

Table 4.10
Number of Living Rooms (Excluding Kitchen) among Tea Garden Labourers of India and

Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Number of ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE

. G. Total - - G Total
Living |  Hindu Muslim | Total Hindu Mustim
Room
Excuding| M | F | 0% | M| F Ml F Tl | F ™ | e ™™ w] ¢ |roa
Kitchen
o] E LSl 7 [ (e[| ® | & %[5 4] BB % |
15714y | (36) | (43.58) 50) | (25) | (50) |(3703) | (41.86) | (71.42) | 72.22) | (77 83) | (50) | (81.81) | (68.42) | (67 44) | (74.48) | 7111
F 6l 2 121713 (87 50|10 |2 4] 26 || 17|
2Rooms | > 85y | (64) |s6.41) | (100)| 150y | (751 | (50) {62.96) | (58 14) | 28.57) [ (27,771 | 28 160 | (50) | (18 18y | (31.57) | (32.5%) | 25 531 | 28.89)
T BT 212126l 27 [ &% [ | n 8110 | |44 |0
Tot2H 81 1 100y [roo (100) {(109) [(100)| (1000|000 100y | (100) | 100y { (100) | 100y (11003 100y | 00y | 100y | 100y | 100y

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

55



This table shows that near about three fifths of the total labourers (58.14%)
in Rosekandy Tea Lstate have 2 living rooms followed by 1 living room (41.86%)
which is found similar from their religious and gender distribution. All the Muslim
male labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have two living rooms. Over three fifths
of the total labourers (71.11%) in Gazipure Tea Estatc have 1 living room followed
by 2 living rooms (28.89%). This pattern is similar across their religions and
genders. Thus, living standard of the labourers in terms of living room is better in
Indian tea gardens.

Kitchen ltems

Kitchen items are also considered as the indicators of living standard. They
are classified into three categories such as chulha, electric stove and gas stove. The
kitchen items used by the labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure are shown in the
following table:

Table 4.11

Types of Fuel among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Total

Type of i _ G. Total i i

yp Hindu Muslim [ Total Hindu Muslim

Fuel Total Total Total

M F M F M F |Totall M F M F M F Total

Electric- 1 1 1 1

Stove | (14) 2.12) | (1.11)

Gas- 1 1 1 1

Stove | (125) (5.26) | (232) (1.11)
Chullah/

- 14 125139 | 2 2 4 6 | 27 | 43 | 35 35 70 7 11 18 42 46 88

Ire

oug |(100)](100)1(100) (100){(100)| (100} (100)| (100} (100) 100 (7.22) (98,59} 87 5) (100} (94 73) (97.67) (97 87)(7.78)
00

Total | 14 | 25 | 39| 2 | 2 | 4 |16 |27 |43 (35| 36 | 71 | 8 |11 ] 19 | 43 | 47 | 90
(%) {(100){(100){(100){(100)[(100){(100){(100){(100)|(100) [(1C0){ (100) [ (100) [(100) [(100){ £100) | (100} | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table exhibits that all the labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have
chullha and usec firewood for cooking wherecas only a negligible portion of the
labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh has electric stove and a few male
labourers have gas stoves. Thus, most of the labourers of these two tea estates have
chullha and use firewood for cooking. It shows that labourers of Gazipure Tea
Estate are not familiar with modern matcrials which show their economic
condition.

Sources of Drinking Water
The drinking water comes from two major sources: surface water such as

lakes, rivers and reservoirs and underground water. The source of drinking water is
indicator of living standard of the people. The sources of drinking water in
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Rosekandy and Gazipure include private water tap, public water tap, tube well,

ring well and river. These are shown in the following table:

Table 4.12
Sources of Drinking Water among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
{Percentage in Parentheses)

Source ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE T GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G Tolal

of Hindu Muslim Total Hindu Muslim

Dx:;'e”rg Mol F ™ | r Mol F (Toa] M F T M r T | F ] Tom

el 3 [z s [ 1 b2 | 3| 4 1]
(21.42)| 148 (138.48)| (50) {(000)| (75) | (25) |(51.85)](41.86)

lap

&‘;Lf 30710 1 4 70 1] 1 1 1 1 1 2
@42 28) |64 G0 L T | @5 | @5 lesenlesse|@es | | o4 T |09 | 626|232 ] 22| 222

lap

Tobe | 3 | 4| 7 | 1 | _ | 3 | 47 |2 2% |5 [ 5]6 1 [30]32| 6

well |(21.42)] (18) |(17.99) (18.75) |(14.81|(16.28)|(71.42)|(72.22) |71 83) | (62.5) |54 54) | (57.89) | 69.76) | (68.08) | (68.89)

Rng | 1 | 2| 3 1 2 3| 9|0 ]93] a7 2] 1] 2

well (714 @ (69| ~ | (6.25) | (7.4) | (6.98) | 25.71) |(27.77) | (26.76) | (37.5) (36.36) | (36.84)  (27.9) [(29.78} | (28.89)
2 4 3 4| 4

Fover (28571 " qpo2s)| ] Tl T o[ sy | T ] 93 [(1.42)

o | M B[ ® 2 2[4 [ |27 |4 3% 3% 71|61 ] 1@ &7 ®
(100) [ (100) | (100) [ 100y | 100y 100y [ (rogy | 100y | (100 | (100) | (100) | 100y | 100y | (100) | 100y | 100 | 100y | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 10 03-06-12.

This table shows that over two fifths of the total labourers (41.86%) in
Rosekandy Tea Estate use private water tap for drinking water followed by public
water tap (25.58%) and tube well (16.28%). Similar pattern is found from the
Hindu labourers. Three fourths (75%) of the Muslim labourers: all the female and
one fourth (25%) of the male labourers have privatc water tap. The source of
drinking water from tube well is found common among more than three fifths of
total labourers (68.89%) in Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh is tube well
followed by ring well (28.89%). Almost the same trend is found across the
religious groups and genders. Thus, majority of the labourers of these two gardens
have sources of drinking water, ie, public water tap and ring well.

Status of Electricity

The status of electricity is an important indicator of living standard found

among the tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and

Bangladesh which is shown in the following table:

Table 4.13
Status of Electricity among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE -
Status of G. Total _ G. Total
Hindu Muslim Hindu Muslim
Electricity Total Totat Total Total
M F M F M F Total M F M £ M F Tota!
y 3 5 2 3 5 15 15 30 5 4 9 20 19 39
es - - -
(14.28)| (12} (1282} (125) |{11.11)](11 63)(42.85)|(41.66}|(42.25)] (62 5) [{36.36) |(47.36) |{46.51){(40.42)] (43.33)
N 12 22 34 2 2 4 14 24 38 20 2 4 3 7 10 23 28 51
0
(85.71)] (88) [(87.17)| (100) { (100} | (100) | (87.5) [(88.88)|(BB.37}](57.14){(58.33)((56.33}1(37.5) |(63.63)|(52.63){(53.48)|{59.57)| (56.67)
Tolal 14 25 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 71 8 1 19 43 47 9 (100)
3l
e {100} | (100} (100) {(100) |{100) | (100} | (100) | (100) | (100) | {100) | (100} | (100) | (100} | (100} } (100) | (1CO} | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosckandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.
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This table exhibits that majority of the total labourers (88.37%) in
Rosekandy Tea Estate do not have electricity and the rest (11.63%) have it. This
distribution is found similar among Hindu male and female labourers but Muslim
labourers do not have this facility. More than half of the total labourers (56.67%)
of Gazipure Tea Estate do not have electricity but more than two fifths (43.33%)
do not have it. Almost the same trend is found across the religious groups and
genders. Thus, the living condition of the labourers in Bangladesh is better.

Food Pattern

The food pattern indicates the habit of taking food which includes taking
food, beverage, liquor, addiction of chewing etc. There are no such differences
found in the habit of taking focod and beverage among labourers in Rosekandy and
Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh.

Habit of Liquor Consumption
The habit of liquor consumption denotes whether the tea garden labourers

are addicted to liquor or not which is analysed in the following table:

Table 4.14
Habit of Taking Liquor among Tca Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parcntheses)

Habit ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 6 Tot GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Total
of Hindy Muslim ! Total Hindu Muslim
Taking Tolal Total Total Total
Lquor M F M F M fF M F M F M F Total
Ves 6 2 8 B ~ B 6 2 8 " 1 12 B 1 1 1 2 13
(42.85) (8) [(20.51) (37.5)| (7.4) [(18.6)] (31.42) [ (2.78) | (16.9) (9.09) | (5.26) |(25.58)| (4.26) |(14.44)
No 8 21 3 2 2 4 10 2% | 35 24 35 59 8 10 18 32 45 77
(67.14)| (92) |(79.48)|(100) | (100} [ (100) |(62.5) [(92.59)1(81.4)| (68.57) ((97.22){(83.09) [(100)| (30.9} |(94.74) |(74.42)| (95.74) |{85.56)
Tota 14125 | 39 2 2 4 16 27 | 43 35 36 71 8 1 19 43 47 90
{100) | (100) | (100) {(100)|(100) [(100) [ (100) | (100) [(100)| (100) | (100) | (100) [(100)[ (100) { (100) | (100) { (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosckandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 10 03-06-12.

This table exhibits that majority of the total labourers (81.4%) in
Rosekandy Tea Lstate have not taken any liquor whereas near about one tenth
(18.6%) have this habit. Most (92.59%) of the female and over three fifths (62.5%)
of the male labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have not taken any liquor. All the
Muslim labourers are not addicted to any liquor. Similarly, majority of the total
labourers (85.56%) in Gazipure Tea Estate are not addicted to liquor whereas
14.44% are addicted to it. Most (95.74%) of the female labourers and about three
fourths (74.42%) of the male labourers in Gazipure are not addicted to liguor.
Thus, most of the labourers are not addicted to liquor. But a small fraction of the
labourers are addicted to liquor.

Habit of Chewing Pan/Gutka

The people of north-east India as well as Bangladesh are having the habit of

chewing of betel leaf/gutka/tobacco. The following table shows the habit of
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chewing pan/gutka among the tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea

estates of India and Bangladesh:
Table 4.15

Habit of Chewing Pan/Gutka among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

) ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Total
Habit of G. Total
Chewing Hinduy Muslim | Total Hindu Muslim
Total Total Total
PaniGutkal M F M F M F Total | M F M F M F Total

Betelleaf | 5 | 9 | 14 { 1 ] 1| 2 | 6 | 0 | 16 | 21 | 17 | 38 | 7 | 7 | 14 | 28 | 24 52
{Pan) [(35.71)] (36) |(35.89)| (50) | (50 | (50) | (37 ) |37.03){(37.2%)] (60) |(47.22)|(53.52)}(87.5)|(6363)](73.68)|(65.11)](51.06)| (57.78)

edt | 9 | 3] 2 T 119 | @3B ]w® |3 ]1] 3] 4] 18] 2z 3%
Tobacco [(64.28) (52) |(56.41} | (50) | (25 [(56 25)|(51.85)|(63.49)|(37.14)|(52.77) | (45.07) | (12.5) | (27.27) (21.05) | (32.55) | (46.8) | (40)
Betel Leaf 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
aGuka | | @ [@sefeoy| | @9 625 | 3 |4ss)

2| 2 71 2 | 1 1 1 1
Tobaco - - - - - - - - -

@ |15.13) {7.4) | (4.65) | (285) (9.09) @12 (1

M | 25 39 | 2| 2] 41 6 | 27 | 43|35 | 3 |71 |8 ] 1] 19| 4| 47 | 90
{100} 1(100){ 100y | (100y1(100) | (100) | (100) | (100) { (100 | (100) | (100) | (100} | (100){ (100) | (100} | (100) | (100) | (100)

Total

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tca Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.
This table reveals that over half of the total labourers of Rosekandy Tea

Estate (53.49%) take leaf & tobacco followed by betel leaf (Pan) (37.21%). More
than three fifths (64.28%) of the Hindu male and over half of Hindu (52%) female
labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate take leaf and tobacco. Half (50%) of the
Muslim labourers take betel leaf. Near about threc fifths of the total labourers of
Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh (57.78%) betel leaf (Pan) followed by leaf and
tobacco (40%). Similar distribution is found from religion and gender analysis.
Thus, most of the labourers of these two tea gardens are addicted to tobacco, betel
leaf and guthka.
Land Holding

The patterns of land holding denote the distribution of land, type of land,
etc. The following table shows patterns of land holding among the tea garden

labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure of India and Bangladesh:

Table 4.16 .
Patterns of Land Holding among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Patterns ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE G Total GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G Total
of Land Hindu Muslim | Total Hindu Muslim
Holding )
i | oML F T M| F M| F {tom| M| F [T m ] [T M| F | Tom
Kathas)

7 113120 | 1111218 1@ 2] 8|2 | 4] 7] 8] 1525233 60
50) | (52 |(51.28)] (50) | (50) | (50 | (50) |(51.85)|(51.16)|(51.42)| (75} |(63.38)|(87.5)](72.72)|(78.94)|(58.13)](74.46) | (66.67)
3 ] 7] 10 ] 2 | 4 8 | 12 | W | 7 | 7| 1] 3] 4 1 ]|w0] 2

110

1
1120 | vz 8y {2564 | (50) | 50y | (50) | (25) |(29.62) |27 9n (e 57)| 19 40| 23.94) | (125) (27 27) | (21.08) |25 58) (21 27)| (23.33)
Moel 3 |51 8 | | 1315181710 _ 1771.1.1.]17 -
20katha (21 42)| (20) |(2051) (18.75)|(18:51)| (186) | (20) (985) 93 ’
TEVTO DT I VR R T N S R N0 O I i e B C N PR
(14 (256) (625) (233 (5.12) | (281) (425
o (B3 [ 7 [ 2 [ A6 |7 [# [ B % |78 [T | 88| [go
100y | 100) | 100) {100y |100) | 100y | 100) | (100} | (100) | (200) | (to0y | 100y | 100y | (r00) | 100y | (100) | 100y

Source: Field Data Collected in india from Rosckandy Tca Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 10 03-06-12.
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This table demonstrates that over half of the total labourers (51.16%) in
Rosckandy Tea Estate have 1-10 kathas of land followed by 11-20 kathas of land
(27.91%) and more than 20 kathas of land (18.6%). More or less similar
distribution is found among the Hindu male and female labourers. Half (50%) of
the Muslim labourers have 11-20 kathas of land and the rest have 1-10 kathas of
land. Similarly, more than three fifths of the total labourers (66.67%) in Gazipure
Tea Estate have 1-10 kathas of land followed by 11-20 kathas of land (23.33%).
About threc fourths (74.46%) of the female and about three fifths (58.13%) of the
male labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate have 1-10 kathas of land. A small fraction
of the Hindu labourers have over 20 kathas of land and a negligible portion of the
Hindu labourers is landless. Thus, majority of the labourers of these tea gardens
have 1-10 kathas of land and only a negligible portion of the Hindu labourers is
landless.

Seasonal Crops Grown

Seasonal crops grown contains the description of season of the crops
grown, types of crops, name of crops, agricultural input, implements , animal
husbandry etc. The types of crops grown by tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and
Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh include Aush, Amon + Aush and
Boro + Aush + Amon. The following table shows types of crops grown by the

labourers:

Tablg 4.17
Types of Crops Grown by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parenthescs)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE S Tol GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G Totl
Type [ Hindu Musim | Total o Hindu Muslim
of Total Total Total
Cops| M | F 1191 m | F M | F |Tota| M | F Alm |l r ™ M| F | Tom
o | - Ll L |22 (a2 173 5 | 2 2 T 2 2 3
256) | (100 | 000) | (100 | (125 {141 |11.63)] 571) | (5.55) | (5.63) (465) | (4.25 | (1.49)
amon | 2| 2 | 4 T T2(2714¢7] [ _ 1T _ T 12 7 | 2 2
N aaasy| 9 lgo2s) T T 7 lpesl g | 93 (18.18) (10 52) 425 | (2.22)
Amon 15 6 il 1 1 2 16 7 23
Y R e e e " |42885)[(16.66) | (29.57) | (125 | (9.09) {(10.52)] (37.2) | 16.27) | (25.56)
EL’?; : N . 1
o @ | (256 @30 | 233 (285 (1.4) (2.32) (1.19)
No | bor | m 2] 20 | 33| 17| 28 |4 | 7| 8 | 152 | 3% | 6
éi?,ffn @s7| 84 |sasn, ~ | T | 7| o8 |ern| e 4 4e 51 |(77.77)|163.38)| 87.5) {(72.72)](78 94) | (55.81) | {83.72) | (66 67)
to | 14 | B39 | 22|46 |27 | & |3 [3% [ 71|80 |19 & | @
1100y (10031 (100) | (100 | 100y | 100y [ (105 | (100) | (100 | 100y | 100y | (100) | (t00) { (100} | (109) | 100y | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table shows that more than three fourths of the total labourers in
Rosekandy Tea Estate (76.74%) do not produce any crop while Aush is produced
more than one tenth of them (11.11%). Majority of the Hindu male (85.71%) and
the female labourers (84%) of Rosekandy Tea Estate dec not produce any crop. All

the Muslim labourers produce Aush. Over three fifths of the total labourers in
60



Gazipure Tea Estate (66.67%) do not produce any crop and one fourth of them
(25.56%) produce Amon + Aush. Similar finding is observed from their gender
and religious distribution in this tea estate. Thus, most of the labourers of these tea

gardens do not produce any crop. All of them produce paddy.
Agricultural Inputs Used

The agricultural inputs used by the tea garden labourers of Rosekandy and
Gazipure tea estates are HYV seeds fertilizers, pesticides and insecticides. Thus,
the following table shows agricultural inputs used by the tea garden labourers in

Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh:

Table 4.18
Agricultural Inputs Used by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and
Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

Agricultural ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE G Total GAZIPURE TEAESTATE G. Total
Inputs Hindu Muslim | Tota! ota Hindu Muslim
Used Tolal Total Total
M F M F M F o [Total] M F M F M F Total
2 2 4 2 2 4
HYV Seed - - .
(14.28)] (8) 1(11.42) (125 7.4y | 93)
17 6 23 1 1 17 7
Pesticides | - - - - - - - - - - 24 (26.67)
{48.57)|(16 66){(32.39) (9.09) | (5.26) | (39.5) [(14.89)
12 123 3 2 2 4 14 25 139 | 18 30 48 8 10 18 26 40
No inputs 66 (73.33)
(85.71)| (92) [(89.74)[ (100} | (100) | (100) | (87.5) |92 59}{(90.7) | (51.42)| 83.33) | (67.6) | (100) | (90.9) |(94.73)|(60.46) | (85 1)
Tt 14 25 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 n 8 1 19 43 47 90
ota
(100) {(100){ (100) {(100) | (100} (100} | (100} | (100} {(100){ (100) | (100} { (100} {{100){ (100) | (100) { (100} { (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table exhibits that most of the total labourers in Rosekandy Tea Estate
(90.7%) do not use any input for agricultural production whereas this percentage is
73.33% in Gazipure Tea Estate. Labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate and Gazipure
Tea Estate do not produce any crop and use any input for agricultural production.
Almost same trend is found across the rcligious groups and genders. A small
portion of the labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate use HYV (High Yielding
Variety) seeds and labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate use pesticides as agricultural
inputs.

Agricultural Implements

The agricultural implements used by the tea garden labourers of Rosekandy
and Gazipure tea estates are plough, bullocks and spade, splitter. The following
table shows agricultural implements used by them:
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Table 4.19
Agricultural Implements Used by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and
Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

i ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE
Agricultural G. Total G. Total
| Hindu Muslim | Total Hindu Muslim
mplements
Total Total Totat
M F M F M F Total M F M F M F Total
Plough. 1 2 3 2 2 3 2 5 3 1 4 3 1 4
Bullocks [ (7.14) | (8} {(7.69) | (100} (50) [(18.75) (7.4) |(11.83)] (8.57)](2.77} | (563) (697) [(212) | (4.44)
Spade, 1 1 1 1 1 4 5 1 1 1 5 6
Spliter | (7.14) (2.56) (6.25) (2.33) ] {2.85) [(11.11){ (7.04) {9.09) | (5.26) | (2.32) {(10.63)| (6.67)
No 122 [ 231 3 2 2 12 25 37 3N 31 62 8 10 18 39 a1 80
implements |(85.71}] (92) |(89.74) (100) ;1 (50) | (75) 1(92.59)}(86.05)((88.57)((86.11){(87.32)| (100} | (90.9) |(94.73)|(90.69)}(87.23)| (88.89)
Total 4 |25 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 n 8 n 19 43 47 90
ota
(100) [(100)| (100} {(100) [ (100) { (100} | (100} { (100) [ (1G0j | (*00) | (100) | (100} {(100) [ (100} { (100) { (100} | (100} { ¢100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table demonstrates that majority of the total labourers (86.05%) in
Rosekandy Tea Estate do not use any agricultural implements, over one tenth of
them (11.63%) use plough, bullocks followed by spade, splitter (2.33%). Majority
(85.71%) of the Hindu male and most (92%) of the femalc labourers of Rosekandy
Teca Estate do not produce any crop and do not use any implement. Most (88.89%)
of the total labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate do not use any implement in their
agricultural field. Thus, the labourers who are engaged in agricultural activities are
still practicing the traditional production system and use plough, buliock. spade
and splitter in their field.

Animal Husbandry

The types of pet animals found among the tea garden labourers of
Rosekandy and Gazipure .tea estates are hen, cow, sheep, goat, pigeon and duck.

The following table shows the animal husbandry among them:

Table 4.20
Animal Farming by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Types ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE
G. Total G. Total
of Hindu Muslim | Total Hindu Muslim
Tota! Total Total
Animal| M F M F M F Total M F M F M F Total
Hen,
o 8 6 14 1 2 3 9 8 17 17 12 29 04 02 06 21 14 35
K,
Puc (57.14)| (24) |(35.89){ (50) | (100} | (75) |(56.25)|(29.62)((39.53) | (48 57)|(33.33) |(4D.84) | (50) |(18 18)|(31.57)](48.83)|(29.78} (38 8Y)
egion
gw. 6 |19 ] 25 | 1 1 7 19 1 26 | 18 | 24 | 42 |04 | 09 ! 13| 22 | 33| 85
.
sna (42.85) (76) | (64.1) | (50) (25) |(43.75)|(70.37) |(60.47)| (51 42) |(66.66) | (59.15)1 (50) |(B1.81)](68.42) [(51 16)|(70 21)|(61.11)
eep
. 14 25 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 7 8 1 19 43 47 90
otal
(100) {(100) | (100) 1 (100) | (100) | (100) { (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100} | {100) | (100} | (100) | (100) | (100} | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

62




This table reveals that threc fifths of the total labourers (60.47%) in
Rosekandy Tea Estate have cow, goat, sheep followed by hen, duck and pigeon
(39.53%). Near about three fifths of the Hindu male (57.14%) labourers have hen,

-duck and pigeon while more than three fourths of the Hindu females (76%) have
cow, goat, sheep. Three fourths (75%) of the Muslim female labourers have hen,
duck and pigeon. Similarly, over three fifths of the total labourers (61.11%) in
Gazipure Tea Estate cow, goat, sheep followed by hen, duck and pigeon (38.89%).
Similar distribution is found from their gender and religion analysis.

Membership of Trade Union
The status of membership of trade-unions indicates whether the tea garden

labourers have taken membership in trade unions in their respective countries or
not. The following table shows the status of membership among the labourers of

Rosekandy and Gazipure in India and Bangladesh:
Table 4.21

Status of Membership in Trade-Unions among Labourers in Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Total
- - G. Total - ~
Trade union Hindu Muslim Totat Hindu Muslim
Participation M ¢ Total M F M ; Total | M F Total M r Total M £ | Towl

14 24 38 2 2 16 26 42 35 BN 8 1 19 | 43 | 47 | 90

4
ves 100 | (96) | (97.43) | (100) { (100) | (100) | (100} | (95.2) |(97.67)] (100} | (100 | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | 200 | (100)

1 1
No — 118 |1(2.56) 67 |23y
1] 2] 39 | 2] 2] 4 [ 6] 27 |4 |3 |3 |71 | 8 [ 11|19 4 |4 |%
(100) [ (100) | (100) | (100) | (100} { (100 | 100y | (100 | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100} | (100) | (100} | (100) | (100} | (100} [ (00}

Tota!

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosckandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table exhibits that all the male labourers of both religions and almost
all (96.2%) of the Hindu female labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have
participated in trade unions and only a negligible portion of the Hindu female
labourers have not participated in any such activity whereas all the labourers of
Gazipure Tea Estate irrespective of their genders and religions have participated in
the trade union. Thus, the labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate are conscious about
their rights.

Trade Union Activities

The trade union activities among tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and
Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh include negotiating with authority for
demand of labourers, to create pressure for fulfilling demand and to take initiative
for fulfilling demand. The following table shows trade union activities among tea
garden labourers: '
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Table 4.22
Trade Union Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and
Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEAESTATE
Trade : G. Total i G. Total
Union Hindu Muslim | Total Hindu Muslim
X Total Tota! Total
Activities M F M F M F Total M F M F M £ Total
Negotiating
with
Authority | 12 10| 22 2 2 14 10 24 9 15 24 3 6 9 12 21 33
for (85.7) | (40) ((56.41}| (100} (50) [(87.5)[(37.03)[(55.81}((25.71)|(41.66)| (33.8) | (37.5) |(54.54) |(47.36)] (27.9) {48 83)](36.67)
Demand of
Labourers
Create
Pressure
! 5 5 1 1 6 6 2 20 43 5 5 10 28 25 53
or - -
Fulfling of {20) 1(12.82) (50) | (29) (22.22)](13.95)[465.71}|(55.55) }({60.56) | (62.5) }(45.45) {{52.63){(65.11)|(53.19)|(58.89)
Ulhidh
Demand
Take
Initiative
; 2 10 12 1 1 2 " 13 3 1 4 3 i 4
or - - - -
Ul f(14 28)| (40) 1(30.76) (50) | (25) [(12.5)|(40.74)](30.23)] (8.57) | (2.77) | (5.63) (6.97) | (2.12) | (4.44)
ulfilling o .
Demand
Total 14 125 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 Il 8 11 19 43 47 90
otal
(100 {(100) [ (100) | (100) | (t00) [ (100) | (100) | {100) | (100) | {100} | (100) { (100) | (100) [ (100) | (100} | (100) { (100) | (100}

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table demonstrates that more than half of the total labourers (55.81%)
in Rosekandy Tea Estate negotiate with authority for demand of labourers followed
by taking initiative to fulfill their demands (30.23%) and creating pressure for
fulfilling of demand (13.95%). More than four fifths (87.5%) of the male and about
two fifths (37.83%) of the female labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate mention that
the trade union negotiate their demands with the authority. Unlikely, about two
thirds (58.89%) of the total labourers create pressure for fulfilling of demand
followed by negotiating with authority for demand of labourers (36.67%). Similar
distribution is found from their religious distribution. More than two thirds
(65.11%) of the male and over half (53.19%) of the female labourers said that the
trade union creates pressure to the authority to fulfill their demands. Thus, the trade

union plays an active role to fulfill their demands to improve their living standard.

Membership of Political Parties

The status of membership of political parties denotes whether the tea
garden labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure tea cstates are members of political
parties or not. The following table shows the status of membership of political
parties among them:
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Table 4.23
Status of Membership of Political Parties among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by
Religion and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE
G. Total G. Totat
Status of Hindu Muslim | Total Hindu Muslim
Membership
of Political Total Totat Total
Parties M F M F M F Totat M F M F M F | Total
3 3 6 1 1 3 4 7 1 1 1 1
Yes - - - - - -
(2142 (12) {(15.38) (50) | (25) {(18.75){(14.81) |(16.28) | (2.85) (1.4) (2.32) (1.11)
" 213 2 1 3 13 23 36 34 36 70 8 1] 18 42 47 89
No
(78.57)| (88) [(84.61){(100) | (50) | (75) |(8125){(85.18)|(83.72) |(97.14) { (100} [(98 59) | (100) | (100) | {100} |(97.67)| (100} | (38 89)
14 25 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 Al 8 1" 19 43 47 90
Total
(100) ((100}| (100} {(100) (100} {(100) | (100} { (100} | (100} ( (100} {(100){ (100} ({100} { (100} { (100} { (100} {(100{ (100}

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table demonstrates that majority of the total labourers (83.72%) in
Rosekandy Tea Estate do not have membership of political parties and the rest
(16.28%) have membership of different political parties. This pattern is similar
among the Hindu labourers. All the Muslim male labourers do not have
membership of political partics. Most of the total labourers (98.89%) in Gazipure
Tea Estate do not have membership of political partics whereas insignificant
numbers are having membership of such political parties. This pattern is similar
among the Hindu and Muslim labourers. Thus, most of the labourers of these two
tea gardens do not have membership of trade union but only a few of them have
direct membership of political parties.

The length of political participation among tea garden labourers of
Rosckandy and Gazipure tea estates is divided into two different time period: 1-10
years and 11-20 years. Only 8 out of 133 labourers have membership of political
parties. The following table shows the length of political participation among the

labourers of these tea gardens:
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Table 4.24
Length of Political Participation among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion
and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

GAZIPURE TEA
Lengho ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE & To AT G. Total
o Political Hindy Muslim Hindy
articipation Total
{in Years) M F Total F Total M F Total M M Total
2 0 3 2 i 3
1-10 @ | s | sy | ~ | eeee) | @5 | woeg | ° 0
:
1 2 3 1 1 3 4 i 1 1
-2 2 | a5 [ sy | OO | @5 | @333 | 75 | 65714 | (100 (100 (00) | (100)
1
3 3 6 1 1 3 4 7 1 1 1
Tota! ooy | ooy | (00 | ooy | pooy | ooy | ooy | ooy | (1o (100) (00) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangiadesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table exhibits that near about three fifths of the total labourers
(57.14%) in Rosekandy Tea Estate have been participating in the political activities
for 11 — 20 years followed by (42.86%) 1-10 years. But three fourths (75%) of the
male labourers have been participating in the political activities for 1 — 10 years
and three fourths (75%) of the female labourers have been participating in the
political activities for last 11-20 years. All the Hindu male labourers of Gazipure
Tea Estate have been participating in the political activities from last 11-20 years.
Thus, the male labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate actively participate in the political
activities whereas the female labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are more active
than the males.

The purposes of taking membership in political parties among tea garden
labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh are to
subscribe party ideology and personal gain. The following table shows purposes of
taking membership in political parties:

Table 4.25

Purpose of Taking Membership in Political Parties among Tea Garden Labourers of India and
Bangladesh by Religion and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

GAZIPURE TEA
ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE
Purpose of G Tolal ESTATE G. Tota!
Taking Hindu Muslim Hindy
Membership Totat Total Total
M F F M F Total M M Total
To Subscrioe 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Party 1deology (33.33) (16.66) (25) (14.29) {100) (100) (100) | (100)
For Personal 3 2 5 1 3 3 6
1(100) 0 0
Gain (100) (66.66) (83.33) (100) | (100) (75) {85.71)
Total 3 3 6 1 1 3 4 7 1 H 1 1
ota
L (100) (100) {100) {100} (100) | (100} | (100) (100) {100) (100} (100} | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.
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This table shows that all male and three fourths (75%) of the female
labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have participated in the political activities for
their personal gain and one fourth (25%) of the female labourers participate in the
political activities to subscribe party ideology. On the other hand, all the Hindu
labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate have participated in the political activities to
subscribe party ideology. Thus, most of them participated for personal gain from
the power politics.

Types of political activities among tea garden labourers include casting
vote and political campaign which are shown in the following table:

Table 4.26

Types of Political Activities among Labourers in Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE
G. Total G. Total
Political Hindu Muslim Hindu
Activities Total Total Total
M F F M F Total M F M Tota!
Political 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1
Campaign (3333 | (1666) - ’ h s | ons29) ooy | T ] ooy | 00 | (100
Casting 3 2 5 1 1 3 3 6
Vote (100) | (66:66) | (83.33) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (75) | (85.71)
Tota! 3 3 6 1 1 3 4 7 1 1 1 1
ota .
(100) | (100} (100) (100) | (100} | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100} (100} (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-]2.

This table shows that all male and threc fourths (75%) of the female
labourers of Rosckandy Tea Estate have participated in the political activities to
cast their vote and one fourth (25%) of the female labourers participate in the
political activities for political campaign. On the other hand, all the Hindu
labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate have participated in the political activities for
political campaign.

Cultural Activities

The activities associated with the Ways of living, beliefs and thinking,
especially the activities of prayer or Puja which have existed for a longtime in a
society, mean cultural activitics. The labourers have different types of cultural
activities such as attending fair and festival for celebration. The different types of
cultural activities performed by the labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estate

are shown in the following table:
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Table 4.27
Types of Cultural Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and
Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE G Total GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G. Total

EY?e 01I Hindu Muslim Hindu Muslim

ultural
activities | M | F LT Ml E [T M | T | M [ F [T | F T m | F ] o
Monosha

Puja,

Mongalabrata,

Shib Puja, 13 12 25 - - - 13 12 25 25 27 52 B B - 25 27 52
Kali Puja.  {(92.85)| (48) | (64.1) (81.25){(44.48)((58.14) (71 42| (75) Ni73.29) (33.8) |(57.48){(57.78)
Lakshmi Puja.

Hunumanji

Puja
Bansakti.

Monosha. 1 8 9 1 8 9 7 7 14 7 7 14
Nerayan. K3l 14) | ) 12307 6.25) (2062|2093} 20 [19.4qfpery] ~ | T | T |062n|0489)|(15.56)
Puja, Mongla

5 5 5 5
Baram Baba (20) {(1282) (18.51)|(1163)

Mongla, 3 2 5 3 2 5
Dandarbartha (8.57) [ (5.55) | {7.04) - (6.97) | (4.25) ] (5.56)
Eid-ul-Fitre, 8 11 1 19 8 1 19
Eid-uz-zuha Tl T ooy |00y | 100y | (186) | (23.4) {(21.11)
Eid-ul-Fitre,

2 2 4 2 2 4
Eid-uz-zuha,
(100} 1 (100} { (100} | (12.5) { (74) | {9.3)
Muharram
14 25 39 2 2 4 16 27 43 35 36 n 8 1 19 43 47 90
Total (100) [(100)| (100) [{100) | (100) |(100)| (100) | (100) | (100) { (100) | (100} | (100) |(100)|(100) |{100) | (100) | (100) | {100}

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table exhibits that near about three fifths of the total labourers
(58.14%) in Rosekandy Tea Estate are participating in the cultural activitics like
Monosha Puja, Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, Kali Puja, Lakshmi Puja, Hunumanji
Puja followed by Bansakti, Monosha, Narayan, Kali, Shib, Chat Puja, Mongla
(29.62%) and Baram Baba (11.63%). Over four fifths (81.25%) of the male and
over two fifths (44.44%) of the female labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are
participating in the cultural activities like Monosha Puja, Mongalabrata, Shib Puja,
Kali Puja, Lakshmi Puja, Hunumanji Puja. All the Muslim labourers are
participating in the cultural activities like Eid-ul-Fitre, Eid-uz-Zuha and Muharram.
Similarly About three fifths of the total labourers (57.78%) are participating in the
cultural activities like Monosha Puja, Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, Kali Puja, Lakshmi
Puja, Hunumanji Puja followed by Eid-ul-Fitre, Eid-uz-zuha (21.11%). Thus, these
tea garden labourers of India and Bangladesh have different cultural activities and
they participate in these activities. But the Muslim labourers of India are
participating in Muharram whereas in Bangladesh they do not celebrate Muharram.

Mela and Fair are the cultural activities of different socicties. Different
types of fair/mela attend by the labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure are shown in
the following table:
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Table 4.28
Types of Fair/Mela attended by Labourers in India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Types of ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE G Tol GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE G Total
Fair/Mela Hindu Total Muslim | Total Hindu Muslim
attended | M | F | P M]F M F JTom| M| F | MTF ™™ % F [Tom
DugaPua | 7 | 14 | 21 AN EEEE R 3| 1| 4
Mela (50) | (56) |(53.84) (43.75)|(51.85)|(48.84) |(88.57) |(30.55)|59.15)] | T | T [(72.09)] (23.4) |46 67)
R IEE e | 11 ] 15| 4192 s | 19| 23
PoushMela - - - .. . .
{28.57)| (44) |(38.46) (25) |(40.72)[(34.88)|(11.42) (52 77)|(32.39) (9.3) {(40.42)|(25 56)
Shibo
1 1 1 1
Choturdashi - - - - ..
(7.14) (2.56) 6.25) (2.33)
Mela
Barambaba 2 2 2 2
Mela  |(14.28) 512 (125) (4.65)
T 2131 3 81119 8 119
EdMela | - | - | - 2{1.4) S T
50) | (100 | (75) | (6.25) (6.98) (100) | (100} | (100} | (18.6) | (23.9) [(21.11)
Muharram 1 1 1 1
Mela ST T leel T les es| @3
6 | 6 5 | 6
BaishakhiMela - . - -
(16.66)| (8.45) 11276)| (5.67)
o 9 2539 |21 2| 4| 16| 22 |4 |3 |3 |71 |8 ][9] 4|4 |0
'
o8 1100y |1100)] (100) 100|100y | (100) | (100) | (100) | (106) | (100) | (100} | (100) | {100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12.

This table reveals that near about half of the total labourers (48.84%) in’
Rosekandy Tea Estate attend Durga Puja Mela followed by Poush mela (34.88%).
Similar distribution is found from the Hindu labourers. All the Muslim male
labourers have attended the Eid mela and the rest half of the male labourers attend
Muharram. Similarly, more than two thirds of the total labourers (46.67%) of
Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh attend Durga Puja mela foliowed by Poush
mela (25.56%). Similar distribution is found from the Hindu labourers but all the
Muslim labourers have attended the Eid mela. Thus, the labourers of both the

countries have common cultural elements and festivals.

II
RESPONDENTS IN THE MEDIUM PERFORMING TEA INDUSTRIES

In the present study Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates are taken as the medium
performing tea industries in India and Bangladesh respectively because these tea
industries produce medium quantity of tea as per the criterion used for selection of
the industries. In Silcoorie Tea Estate, the quantity of tea production is measured in
terms of kg per year whereas in Kaliti Tea Estate the quantity of tea production is
measured in terms of kg per hectare. In Silcoorie Tea Estate there is a branch office
of TOCKLAI Experimental Laboratory whereas there is a centre of Bangladesh
Tea Research Institute (BTRI) in Kaliti Tea Estate. The labourers of both these
gardens are having better socio-economic conditions than the low performing tea
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gardens. The social conditions of the labourers of Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates
are found more or less similar, which are analysed below.

Ethnic Groups

In these tea estates different ethnic groups such as Deshwali, Tamil, Bihari,
Bhojpuri, Bengali & Munda are found having shared common activities in their
daily life. It also found distinctive differences of their cultural behaviour among
them to each ethnic group. The distribution of ethnic groups in Silcoorie and Kaliti
tea estates of India and Bangladesh are given in the following table:

Table 4.29
Ethnic Groups of Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

) SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE G Total KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total
Ethnic Hindu Muslim ol Hindu Musfim
Growo oy T ™ |8 [ F (o [m] F | M | ™[ F ] Tom
1 1 1 1 13 13 26 13 13 26
Deshwali - _ -
50 | (50) | (667 58 | 52 | (54.27 | (53.08) 50 15417 (52)
6 1 17 6 1" 17
Tamil - - - 0 . .
(24) | (45.83) { (34.69) (23.08) | 45.83) | (34)
2 2 2 2
Bihari - 0 R .
(15.38) (10} (13.33) {9.09)
T3 § | 10 ] 5 | 10
Bhojpuri 0 -
130.77) | (85.71) | (50) (26.67) | (85.71) | (45.45)
8 . 7 1 8 1 1 8 1 g 6 6 1 1 7 7
engali . .
9 (5385 [(1429) | a0y | 50y | 50 [ 15333 | (14.29) | 4091y | (20 (1225)| (100} | (100) | (26.92) (14)
13 7 20 2 2 15 7 22 25 24 49 1 1 26 24
Total (%) 50 (100)
(100) | (100) | (100){ (100) |(100) | (100) | (100) | (100) } (100} { (100) { (100) |(tQ0) (100) | (100) | {100

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in
Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate over a half of Hindu males
(53.33%) are Bengali whereas 85.71% of Hindu females are Bhojpuri. Half, each,
of Muslim males are Deshwali and Bengali. In Kaliti tea estate, a half of male tea
garden labourers are Deshwali followed by Bengali (26.92%) and Tamil (23.08%)
whereas more than a half of total females are Deshwali (54.17%) followed by
Tamil (45.83%). Of the Hindu tea garden labourers, 52% Hindu males and over a
half of Hindu females (54.17%) are Deshwali.

Caste

The five varnas, namely; Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, Sudra and
Untouchables among the Hindus and Sheikh and Syed among the Muslims are
found among the tea labourers of both countries. The following table shows the
distribution of caste by religion and gender in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates:
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Table 4.30
Castes among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
{Percentage in Parcntheses)

Caste SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE G. Total KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total
Hindu Total |Muslim| Total Hindu Total | Muslim | Total
M F M M F Totat M F M M F Total
Brahmin - . . 0 - . - - 3 - 3 0 - 3 . 3
(12) (6.12) (11.54) (6)
Kshatriya| 1 - 1 0 - 1 - 1 1 1 2 0 - 1 1 2
{7.69) (5) (6.67) (455 [ (4) | (447} | (4.08) (385 | 417y (4
Vaishya | - 2 2 0 - - 2 2 1 2 3 0 . 1 2 3
(28.57)| (10) (28.57) | (9.09) | (4) | (833) | (612 (385 | (833)| 6
Syed - - 2 2 2 - 2 - - - 1 1 1 - 1
(100) | (100) | (13.33) {9.09) (100) | (100} | (3.84) (2)
Sudra 12 5 17 0 - 12 5 17 20 21 4 0 . 20 2 4
(92.31)[(71.43)| (85) (80) [ (71.43) |[(77.27)] (80) | (87.5) | (83.67) (76.92) | (87.5) | (82)
Total 13 20 2 2 15 7 2 25 24 49 26 24 50

7 1 1
(%) | (100) | (100) | {100} | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) { {100} | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in
Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate majority of the males (80%) and
over three fifths (71.43%) of the females are Sudra. By religion, similar finding is
observed among the Hindu labourers but all the Muslim males are Syed. In Kaliti
teca estate, of the total male tea garden labourers 76.92% arc Sudra followed by
Brahmin (11.54%) whereas majority of the female tea garden labourers (87.5%)
are Sudra followed by Vaishya (8.33%).

Languages Known

Both the tea estates’ labourers used colloquial and written languages to
communicate and to express their ideas in Bengali, Hindi, Bhojpuri, Oriya,
Mundari etc. The following table shows the language known by the tea garden
labourers by religion and gender in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and

Bangladesh:
Table 4.31
Languages Known among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALITI TEA ESTATE
Language - G. Total - - G. Total
known Hindu Total Mustim Total Hindu Total Muslim Tolal
M F M M F Total M F M M F Total
Bengali, ] 2 2 2 2 1 2 3 0 1 2 3
Hindi : : (100) |(100)[(1333)| (009 | @ | 833 | 612 : (384 | 833 | (6)
Bengali | 2 1 5 0 4 1 5 2 ) 2 1 1 3
930 130,77 (14.29) | (25) (26.67) (14.29) | (2273} | (8) (4.08) (100) | (100) | (1159) (6)
Bengali, 0 1 1 0 1 1
Mundari (4) (2.04) (3.85) (2)
Bengali, 0 12 8 20 0 12 8 20
Bhojpuri 48) | (33.33) | (4082) (46.15) | (3333) | (40)
Bengali,
9 4 13 9 4 1 3 4 1 3 4
B;‘g;g'u“ ©923)| (5714 | ©5) | ° 60) | 5714y |20y | 25 | ag) 0 ags) | (125 | @
- 2 2 2 2 2 1 3 2 1 3
Bhojpuri (2857 | (10) 0 (2857) | (909) (8) (417 | 612 0 (769) [ (417) (6)
Bengali. 0 5 9 14 0 5 9 14
Tamil (200 | (375) | (28.57) (19.23) | (37.5) | (28)
Bengali,
S5 1 1 2 1 1 2
Bhojpuri, 0 0
Tomi @ | @17 | (408 (385 | (41 | @
Totat 13 7 20 2 2 15 7 22 25 24 49 1 1 26 24 50
(%} (100) | (100) | (100} | (100) [{100)| (100) | (100} (100) (100} (100) (100} (100) (100) {100) (100) (100}

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.
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. The table shows that in Silcooric tea estate three fifths of the males (60%)
know Bengali, Hindi, Bhojpuri followed by Bengali (26.67%) and over a half of
the females (57.14%) know Bengali, Hindi, Bhojpuri followed by Bengali
(28.57%). All the Muslim males know Bengali, Hindi. In Kaliti tea estate, of the
total male tea garden labourcrs over two fifths of the males (46.15%) know
Bengali, Bhojpuri followed by Bengali, Tamil (19.23%) and near about two fifths
of the females (37.5%) know Bengali, Tamil followed by Bengali, Bhojpuri
(33.33%). By religion, near about a half of the Hindu males (48%) know Bengali,
Bhojpuri followed by Bengali, Tamil (20%) and near about two fifths of the Hindu
females (37.5%) know Bengali, Tamil followed by Bengali, Bhojpuri (33.33%)
whereas all Muslim males know Bengali.

Native Place

The tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and
Bangladesh have come from different native places. They belong to West Bengal,
Bihar, Orissa, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Karnataka and Chattisgarh in case
of India and Bangladesh. The following table depicts the native place of the tca
garden labourers by religion and gender in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India
and Bangladesh:

Table 4.32

Native Places of Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

_ SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALITI TEA ESTATE G Total
Nafive Hindu Muskim G Total Hindu Muslim
Place | Total Tota!
1 1™ T F TTm v £ ™ w 1™ W T F [om
West 7 1 8 1 1 8 1 9 i i i 0
Bengal | (5385) | (14.29)| (40) | (50) | (50) |(53.33) | (1429) | (40.9)
s | 6 3 T 1 T 7 5 | 12 | 5 ] 2 7 . 5 7 17
615 [ (71.42) | (55) | (50) | (50) {(46.67) |(71.42) | (54.54) | (20) | (8.33) [(14.29) (1923 | (8.33) | (14)
Utlar ; 3| 12 | ; T n |»
Pradesh| | o : ey e |10 60 | 50 | 50
11 1 1
Assam |- 409)| (5) 0 R R : 0
Tami ; s [0 | s o " s [0 |1
Nady | ° o o : 20) | (41.67) | (30.61) (19.23) | (4167 | (30)
1 1 1 1
Haryana| - S 0 ] : i@ e Y e @
1 1 1 1
Nepal | - : . 0 - - : !l eyl © Clpes| @
T 1
Comilla |~ - - 0 - i A S RIS (PO I
Toa | 13 | 7 |2 ] 2 7B [ 7 |2 (Bl A B [l 1% %9
%) | (100 | (00) | 100) | (100) ooy | 100y | oy | oy [ oy | 100) | (109) (100) | (100) | (100 | (109)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in
Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The above table shows that in the Silcoorie tea estate over a half of males
(53.33%) are from West Bengal followed by Bihar (46.67%) and more than three
fifths of females (71.42%) are from Bihar. In Kaliti tea estate of the total male tea
garden labourers a half of the males (50%) are from Uttar Pradesh, followed by

Tamil Nadu and Bihar (19.23%) and a half of the females (50%) arc from Uttar
72



Pradesh followed by Tamil Nadu (41.67%). More than half of Hindu malcs (52%)
and half Hindu females (50%) are from Uttar Pradesh.

Thus, more than half of total labourers in India (54.54%) are from whereas
50% of total labourers in Bangladesh are from Uttar Pradesh of India.

Period of Settlement

The period of settlement indicates the period of living of labourers in the
tea garden. The following table shows the period of settlement of the tea garden
labourers in the Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh:

Table 4.33
Pcriod of Living of Tca Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Period o SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE & Tom KALIT! TEA ESTATE G Tol
Living of Hindu Muslim ) Hindu Muslim
Te2 Total Totaf Total Total
Labourers | M ooy M F ol Tota | M| F | 'O M oa oy F | Tota
{in years)
" s 5 | o ] 1 6 5 | 1| 3| 4 1 T 2 | 3 |5
8571 | @0 @) {@on | @ |25 | @16 | oo | oo | 769 |28 (0
%50 | 8 1| s 0 | s 1 9 |2l 5| . 2 | s |
(61.54) | (14.29) | (45) (5333 | (14 | 149090 | 881 | (625) | (755) (8462) | (6251 | (74)
5 5 2 2 | 7 7 5 | 8 2 | 6 | 8
Above SO | ey | s | ooy |00y [eseny| T lp1e | 2| @5 {esy| © “ sy | @25 | 1)
Ty | B | 7 || 2 2 | 15 | 7 | 2 | 5| 24| 4 1 1] 2 | 2 | 50
W oy | ooy ooy | ooy | ooy | ooy | ooy | ooy | ooy | ooy | ooy | tooy | sooy | ooy | 00y | 100y

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 10 07-07-12.

The table points out that in the Silcoorie tea estate, over half of males
(53.33%) have been living since 26— 50 years and majority of females (85.71%)
have been living since 1— 25 years. In the Kaliti tea estate, majority of male tea
garden labourers (84.62%) and over three fifths of female tea garden labourers
(62.5%) are found to have been living since 26 — 50 years. Over a half of Hindu
males (88%) and over three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%) have been living since
26 — 50 years.

Thus, two fifths of the total labourers in India (40.91%) and ncar about
three fourths of the total labourers in Bangladesh (74%) have been living since 26—
50 years.

Educational Status

The educational status of the tea garden labourers of Silcoorie and Kaliti
tea estates in India and Bangladesh is categorised into illiterate, primary school,
middle school and secondary/high school. The following table shows the
educational status of the tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of
India and Bangladesh:
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Table 4.34
Educational Status of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
{Percentage in Parentheses)

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total
Educational » G. Total -
Hindu Muslim Hindu Muslim
Status Total Total Total Tota!
M F M M FolToa | M| F M M F | Tolal
6 2 7 2 9 13 15 28 1 14 15 29
Iliterale 8(40)| 1 (50) |1(50) 1{100)
(46.15) | (28.57) (46.67) | (2857) | (40.91) | (52) | (625) | (57.14) (100) { (53.85) | (62.5) | (58)
Primary 7 5 12 8 5 13 12 9 21 12 9 2
1(50) | 1150) 0 .
School | (53.85) | (71.43) | (60) (53.33) | (71.43) | (59.09) | (48) [ (37.5) | (42.86) (46.18) | (37.5) [ (42)
13 20 2 2 24 1 24 50
Total (%) 7(100) 2(100) 15(100)| 7 (100) |22 (100) 49 (100){ 1 (100) 26 (100)
(100) (100) {100) (100} | (100) (100) {100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Cotlected in India from Sitcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 (o 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh (rom
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The table reveals that in the Silcoorie tea estate, over a half of Hindu males
(53.85%) and over three fifths of females (71.43%) are educated up to Primary
School. In the Kaliti tea garden, over a half of male (53.85%) and more than three
fifths of female (62.5%) labourers are llliterates. Over a half of Hindu males (52%)
and over three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%) are Illiterates.

Thus, near about three fifths of the total labourers in India (59.09%) are
educated up to Primary School whereas more or similar proportion of the total
labourers in Bangladesh are Illiterates which reveals that the educational
attainments of labourers in India is better than their counterparts in Bangladesh.

Age Groups

The age groups of the tea garden labourers in the Silcoorie and Kaliti tea
estates of India and Bangladesh are categorised into 15-35, 36-59 and above 60. The
following table depicts the age groups of the tea garden labourers in the Silcoorie

and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh:

Table 4.35
Age Groups of the Tea Garden lLabourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALITI TEA ESTATE
Age G. Total i G. Total
Hindu Muslim| Total Hindu Muslim
Group Total Total Total
M F . M M F Total | M F M M F | Total
153 5 2 7 0 5 2 7 1 5 -6 1 1 2 5 7
(38.46))(28.57)] (35) ) (33.33)/(28.57)1(31.82)| (4) |(20.83)|(12.24)| (100) |{100)| (7.69) |(20.83)| (14)
7 4 2 2 9 4 13 9 15 24 9 15 24
36- 59 11 (55) 0 .

{53.85)|(57.14) (100) [(100)] (60) [(57.14)1(59.09){ {36) | (62.5) {(48.98) (34.62)} {62.5) | (48)
Above| 1 1 1 1 2 15 4 19 15 4 19
2(6.9) 0 - 0 -

60 |(7.69))(14.29) {6.67) }{14.29)) (9.09) | (60) {{16.67)|(38.78) (57.69)](16.67)| (38)

Total | 13 7 2 15 7 22 25 24 49 1 1 26 24 50
20 {100} 2 (100)

(%) { (100) | (100) (100) | (100) { (100) | (100) {(100)| (100) | (100) | (100) {(100)| (100) | (100) |(100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estatc: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The data show that in the Silcoorie tea estate, over a half of Hindu males
(53.85%) and Hindu females (57.14%) belong to 36-59 years of age group. In the
74




Kaliti tea garden, of male tea garden labourers over a half of males (57.69%)
belong to above 60 years of age group and over three fifths of females (62.5%)
belong to 36— 59 ycars age group. Three fifths of Hindu males (60%) and over
three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%) belong to 36~ 59 years of age group.

Thus, in both the countries, majority of Jabourers are middle-aged as they
belong to 36— 59 years of age group.

Types of House

Types of houses found among tea garden labourers in the Silcoorie and
Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh are grouped into kachcha, pacca and
semi-pacca. The distribution of types of houses of the tea garden labourers in
Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh is showed in the following

table:

Table 4.36
Types of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE & Total KALIT! TEA ESTATE G. Total
.Tota
Type of Hindu Muslim Hindu Muslim
House Total Total Total Total
M F M M F Total | M F M M F |Total
Kachcha
2 1 3 2 1 3 VARN VA 42 1 1 22 21 | 43
(with mud 0 - )
lster) (15.39){(14.29)| (15) (13.33){(14.29)((13.64)| (84) |(87.5){(85.71)| (100) |(100)(84.62)|(87.5)| (86)
plaster
Kachcha

1 2 3 1 1 2 2 4
{bamboo - - - 0
) (7.69) |(28.57){ (15) | (50) | (50) {(13.33)|{28.57}|(18.18)
surrounding}

10 4 14 1 1 11 4 15 4 3 7 4 3 7
Semi-Pacca 0 -
(76.92)1(57.14)| (70} | (50) | (50) [(73.34)|(57.14){(68.18)| (16) |(12.5)|(14.29) (15.38)((12.5)| (14)
Total (% 13 7 20 2 2 15 7 2 | 25| 24 49 1 1 26 24 | 50
I otal (%) (100) | (100) [(100)| (100} [(100){ (100} | (100) | (100) |{(100)| (100) | (100) | (100) {(100)| (100) | (100} }(100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The table shows that in the Silcoorie tea estatc over three fourths of Hindu
males (76.92%) and over a half of Hindu females (57.14%) live in semi-pacca
houses. In the Kaliti tea estate, majority of males (84.62%) and females (87.5%)
live in kachcha (with mud plaster) houses. Majority of Hindu males (84%) and

Hindu females (87.5%) live in Kachcha (with mud plaster) houses.

Thus, the living condition of labourers in India is better than their
counterparts in Bangladesh because majority of labourers in India live in semi-
pacca houses whereas majority of labourers in Bangladesh live in Kachcha houses.
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Ownership of House
Two types of ownership of house are found among the tea garden labourers
in the Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh; namely, own house

and quarter. Their distribution is shown in the following table:

Table 4.37
Ownership of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by
Religion and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALITt TEA ESTATE G. Total
) G. Total
Ownershipl iy Muslim Hindu Muslim
of House Total Total Total Total
M F M M F Total | M F M M F |Total
Own 1 3 4 0 1 3 4 2 2 1 1 3 3
House | (7.69) |(4286)| (20) (6.67) [(42.86)|(18.18)] (8) ’ (4.08) 1 (100) 1(100)|(11.54) ) (6)
12 4 16 2 2 14 4 18 | 23 | 24 | 47 23 | 24 | 47
Quarter 0 .
(92.31)((57.14)| (80) | (100) |(100)((93.33)|(57.14)|(81.82)| (92) |(100)|(95.92) (88.46)|(100) | (94)
Total (%) 13 7 20 2 2 15 7 2 [ 25| 24| 49 1 1 26 | 24 | 50
ota
’ (100) | (100) |{100}| (100) |(100)| (100} | (100) | (100) {{100)|(100)| (100) [ (100) |(100)] (100) |(100)} 100)

Source: Ficld Data Collected in India from Silcooric Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estatc: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The data show that in the Silcoorie tea estate most of Hindu males
(92.31%) and over a half of Hindu females (57.14%) live in quarters of the estate.
Similar pattern i1s found in the Kaliti tea estate. Of the tea garden labourers
majority of males (88.46%) and all females (100%) live in quarters. Very little

percentage of the labourers in two countries have their own houses.

Thus, the ownership of house depends on their economic background for
which they cannot afford to purchase land and live in their own houses.

Number of Living Rooms
The number of living rooms excluding kitchen found among the tea garden
labourers in the Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh comprises

one and two room sets. The following table shows their distribution pattern:

Table 4.38 4
Number of Living Rooms (Excluding Kitchen) among Tea Garden Labourers of India and
Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Number SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 6. Total KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total

of Living Hindu Muslim | Total ' Hindu Muslim

Room

Excuding| m | £ |TO®} Mol oF (Tom| M| e T8 M T8 m L F (o

Kitchen

tRoom | 121 6 L8] 2 2 114 6 | 20 2] 19 ] 3 1 1] 21 ] 19 [ 40
(92.31)(85.71)| (90) | (100) |(100){(93.33){(85.71)|(90.91)| (80) |(79.17)|(79.59)| (100) |(400){(80.77)|(79.17)| (80)

> Rooms | ! 1 ]2 0 ] 1 1 2 {5 5 ] 10 0 R 5 |10
(7.69) |(14.29)| (10) (6.67) |(14.29)| (9.09) | (20) |(20.83){(20.41) (19.23)((20.83)| (20)

Toalee)| 3 1700 2 | 2 2015 ) 7 | 2 |25] 24 | 49 1 112 | 24 |50
(100) (100){ (100) |(100)| (100) | (100) | (100) {(100)| (100) | (100) { (100) |(100)| (100) | (100) |(100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

76



Data show that in the Silcoorie tea cstate most of Hindu males (92.31%)
and majority of females (85.71%) and all Muslim males and this pattern is
observed in the Kaliti tea estate among majority of males (80.77%) and females
(79.17%).

Thus, majority of the labourers have one-room house in both the countrics
which is distressing.

All the tea garden labourers in India and Bangladesh, irrespective of their
religion and gender, use chullah/wood. In both the countries the highest percentage
of labourers is using wooden chullah.

Sources of Drinking Water

The tea garden labourers in the Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates in India and
Bangladesh use water tap, public water tap, tube well and ringwell for drinking
water. The following table shows the sources of drinking water among the tea

garden labourers of both the estates:

Table 4.39
Sources of Drinking Water among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and
Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

L SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALITI TEA ESTATE
Drinking ' i G. Total i i G. Total
Water Hindu Muslim | Total Hindu Muslim
Total Total Total -
Source | M F M M F | Total | M F M M F {Total
Tube 1 1 0 1 1 5 8 13 0 5 8 13
well | (7.69) (5) {6.67) (4.55) | (20) 1(33.33}{(26.53) (19.23)1(33.33)( (26)
Ri " 12 7 19 2 2 14 7 Al 20 16 36 1 1 21 16 37
ingwel
9 (92.31)|(100) { (95) | (100} |(100)}(93.33){(100){(95.45)| (80) |(66.67)](73.47)| (100) |(100)|(80.77)|(66.67)| (74)
Total 13 7 20 2 2 15 7 22 25 24 49 1 1 26 24 50
L(%) (100) [(100)(100)| (100) |(100){ (100} (100)| (100) [{100}| (100) | (100) | (100) {(100)| (100) | (100) |(100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcooric Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

Data show that most of Hindu males (92.31%) and all Hindu females as
well as all Muslim males use ringwater for drinking water in the Silcoorie tea
estate. Of the tea garden labourers in Kaliti tea estate, four fifths of males (80.77%)
and over three fifths of females (66.67%) use ringwell for drinking water. This
pattern is found common irrespective of their religions, and genders in Silcoorie
and Kaliti tea estates.

Thus, majority of labourers in India and Bangladesh use ringwell for
drinking water because of the lack of supply water in these two tea estates.

Status of Electricity

The status of electricity is an important indicator of living standard found
among the tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and
Bangladesh. Its distribution is shown in the following table:
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Table 4.40
Status of Electricity among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

O—

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALITI TEA ESTATE
Status of ; G. Total G. Total
- Hindu Muslim Hindu Muslim
Electricity Tota! Total Total Total
M F M M F Tolal M F M M F Total
1 1 1 1 10 8 18 10 8 18
Yes - 0 - - 0 -
(14.29) | (5) (14.29) | (455) | (40) | (33.33) | (36.73) (38.46) | (33.33) | (36)
N 13 6 19 2 2 15 6 al 15 18 3 1 1 16 16 32
o
(100) 1 (85.71) | (95) { (100) | (100) ) {100) [ (85.71) i (95.45) | (60) | {66.67) | (63.27) | (100} [ (100) | (61.54) | (66.67) | (64)
Tola (%) 13 7 20 2 2 15 7 2 25 24 49 1 1 26 24 50
al
’ (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100} } (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) |(100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.
Data show that in the Silcoorie tea estate, all Hindu males, majority of

Hindu females (85.71%) and all Muslim males are not having electricity facility
which is also more or less similar among tea garden labourers of the Kaliti tea
estate.

In Kaliti tea estate no electricity is being used among 61.54% of the total
male labourers and above three fifths (66.67%) are working without electricity.
This pattern is found common across their religions and genders.

Thus, majority of labourers in India and Bangladesh arc working without
electricity because of lack of concern from the tea garden management authorities
in both the countries.

Beverage Consumption Pattern
There is no much difference found in the habit of taking food and beverage
among labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh. The

tea garden labourers’ habit of liquor consumption is shown in the following table:

Table 4.41
Habit of Taking Liquor among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and
Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

Habit SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALITI TEA ESTATE
i G. Totat . G. Total

of Hindu Musiim Hindu Muslim
taking Total Total Total Total

A M F M M F Total | M F M M F Total
liquor

Yes 2 2 0 2 2 5 2 7 0 5 2 7

(1538)] | (10) (13.33) {9.09) | (20) | (8.33) |(14.29) (19.23})] (8.33) | (14)

| 7 | 18 2 2 | 1317 ] 2 | 2| 22 2 1 7121 [ 22 | 83
(84.62)(100)| (90) | (100) |(100) |(86.67)|(100){(90.91)| (80) [(91.67)|(85.71)| (100) |(100)}(80.77)|(91.67)| (86)
Total| 13 | 7 | 20 2 2 | 15 | 7 | 22 [ 25| 24 | 49 1 T | 26 | 24 | 50
(%) | (100) | (100){(100)| (100) |(100){ {100) |(100)| (100) |(100)| (100) | (100} | (100) |(100) (100) | (100} |(100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 1o 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Lstate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

Data show that 80.77% of total male labourers of Kaliti tea estate in
Bangladesh are not addicted to liquor. The similar pattern is observed across the
categories of religion and gender of labourers in Silcoorie tea estate. In India and
Bangladcsh the labourers take liquor in the evening only.

No
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Thus, majority of labourers in both the countries are not addicted to liquor
considering the evil effects of liquor consumption.

The peoplc of north-east India as well as Bangladesh are having the habit of
chewing of betel leaf/gutka/tobacco. The following table shows the habit of
chewing pan/gutka among the tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea

estates of India and Bangladesh:

Table 4.42
Habit of Chewing Pan/Gutka among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALIT) TEA ESTATE G Total
Habit of Hind m G. Total :
. u uslim Hindu Muslim
Chewing
PaniGutka) m | F [TB ) M (T M E e M | F | M T F o
Betelleal | 9 | | O 1 1] 10 | | 10 |16] 6| 2 1 T 17 | 6 | 23
(Pan) | (69.23) sy | (100) | (100) | (66.67) sas) | 64) | (25 1 @49) | (100 | (100) | 65.38) | (25 | 46)
Betelleat| 4 | 7 | 11 1 1 5 | 7] 1 18 | 18 o 18 | 18
& Guka | (30.77) | (100) | (58) | (100) | (100 | (3333 | (100) | 5455 | | 79 | @3673) : s | e
9 9 9 9
Tobacco | - - | - 0 S I T R Y R P X “ sy | oy
roo | B3| 7|2 2 2| 5 | 7 | 2 | 25| 4] 4 1 1| 26 | 2 | 50
O 00y | 100y [ 100y | 100y | 100y | (100) | 100y | (100) | 100) | (100) | (100) | (1000 | (100)] (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangiladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

Data show that in the Silcoorie tea estate over three fifths of Hindu males
(69.23%) take betel leaf (Pan) and all Hindu females take betel leaf & gutka. In the
Kaliti tea estate, over three fifths of males (65.38%) take betel leaf (Pan) and three
fourths of females (75%) take betel leaf & gutka. Over three fifths of Hindu males
(64%) take Betel leaf (Pan) and three fourths of Hindu females (75%) take Betel
Leaf & Gutka.

Thus, majority of labourers in India are habituated to chewing of Betel Leaf
& Gutka whereas majority of labourers in Bangladesh take Betel leaf (Pan).

Land Holding Patterns
The patterns of land holding denote the distribution of land, type of land,
etc. The following table shows patterns of land holding among the tea garden

labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti of India and Bangladesh:
Table 4.43

Patterns of Land Holding among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Size of SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 6 Tota! KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Totat
Land Hindu Muslim Hingu Muslim
Holdin
ot VIR T Rl IV e IV B O I VI I Tl O VI Ll IR B ™
110 3 4 7 2 1 5 4 9 15 14 29 1 1 16 14 30
10 12308 5714y | (351 | 00y | (100) | (33.33) | (57.14) | (40.91) | (60) | (58.33) | (50.18) | (100) | (100) | (61.54) | (58.33) | (60)
.20 10 3 13 0 . 10 3 13 10 10 20 0 . 10 10 20
A | 76.92) | 4286 | (65) (66.67) [ (42.86) | (59.09) | (40) | (41.67) | (40.82) (38.46) | (4167) | (40)
Total (%) 13 7 20 2 1 15 7 22 25 24 49 1 1 26 24 50
o (00) | (100 |00) | 100y |00y | 00y | oy | 100y | (100) | (100) | (100 | (100) | (100 | (100} | (100) |(100)

Source: Ficld Data Collected in India from Silcooric Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tca Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.
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The table indicates that in Silcoorie over three fourths of Hindu males
(76.92%) are having 11-20 kathas of landholding and over a half of the Hindu
females (57.14%) are having 1-10 kathas of landholding. In Kaliti, over three fifths
of males (61.54%) and near about three fifths of females (58.33%) are having 1-10
kathas of landholding. Three fifths of Hindu males (60%) and near about three
fifths of Hindu females (58.33%) are having 1-10 kathas of landholding.

Thus, the landholding size of labourers in India is better than their
counterparts in Bangladesh.

Seasonal Crops Grown
The types of crops grown by tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti of
India and Bangladesh include Aush, Amon + Aush, Boro + Aush + Amon and
Amon. The following table shows types of crops grown by the labourers:
Table 4.44

Types of Crops Grown by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE G Tota KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total
Tgpe of Hindu Muslim ] Hindu Muslim
r0ps M r Total M Total M £ Total M £ Total M Total M £ Total
e | 5 27 | 7 1 1| s 2 8 0
ush | agay | 2857y | 35| 500 | 50) | @0) |(28.57) | (36.36)
Amon + 1 1 0 1 1 3 9 12 0 i 3 9 12
aush |7 [(1429) [ ) (14.29) | 458) | (12) [ (375 | (24.49) (11.54) { (375) | (24)
Boro +
1 1 1 1
h+ - - .

At | (769 | 0 (667) (4.55) 0
pnon |2 ] 2 0 _ 2 _ 2 | | 5| 1 o ] T s |

(15.38) (10) (1333) (909) (625) | (30.61) 1625) | (30)
ol s a4 | 1 16 | 4 w0l |2 1 NN R
oore fsan || @) | 60 | 60| @) | 6714 | s | @ @s9) | (100, | (100) | @846) (46)
Toal | 13 20 2 2| 15 | 7 | 2 | 5| a ] 4 1

7 1 26 24 50

(%) | (00) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | {100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100} |{100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcooric Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estatc: 05-06-12 10 07-07-12,

The table shows that in Silcoorie near about two fifths, each, of Hindu

males (38.46%) grow Aush whereas over a half of Hindu females (57.14%) do not
grow crops. In Kaliti majority of males (88.46%) do not grow crops and over three
fifths of females (62.5%) grow Amon. Majority of Hindu males (88%) do not grow
crops and three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%) grow Amon.

Thus, the labourers of both the countries do not grow crops because of their

small land holding sizes.

The tea garden labourers of Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates cultivate only
paddy. The agricultural inputs used by the tea garden labourers of Silcoorie and
Kaliti tea estates are fertilizers. pesticides and insecticides. Thus the following
table shows agricultural inputs used by the tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and
Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh:
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Table 4.45
Agricultural Inputs Used by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Agricultural SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE & Tow KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Tolal
. Total
Inputs Used Hindu Muslim | Total Hindu Muslim
Total Total Totat
M F M M F Total | M F M M F Tota!
fyveeed | g | 2 | 1 1 Pz e e s | 19 | 16 | 3
- (69.23) | (28.57) | (55) (50) (50) | (66.67) | (28.57) | (54.55) | (76) | (66.67) | (7143) {7307 |66 67) | (70)
insecticides
HYV Seed 1 1 1
" - . - 0 . - - - : 0 - - 1(2)
+ Fertitizers 4) (2.04) (3.85)
No inoul 4 5 9 1 1 5 5 10 5 8 13 1 1 6 8 14
o inpu
P (30.77) [ (71.43) | (45) (50) (50) |(33.33) | (71.43) [ (45.45) | (20) [(33.33}](26.53)| (100) |{(100) |(23.08)}(33.33)| (28)
Total (%) 13 7 20 2 2 15 7 22 25 24 49 1 1 26 24 50
otal
’ {100) | (100) | {100) {100) [ (100) | {100) | (100} | (100) }{100) | {100y | (100) (100} | (100) } (100) ] {100) |{100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcooric Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 10 07-07-12.

The table shows that in Silcoorie over three fifths of Hindu males (69.23%)
use HYV seeds + fertilizers + insecticides. In Kaliti of total tea garden labourers
agricultural inputs used by near about three fourths of males (73.07%) and over
three fifths of females (66.67%) are HYV seeds+ fertilizers + insecticides. 76%
Hindu males and 66.67% of Hindu females use HYV seeds+ fertilizers +
insecticides as agricultural inputs for cultivation.

Thus, majority of labourers in both the countries use the combination of
HYV seeds, fertilizers and insecticides.

The agricultural implements used by the tea garden labourers of Silcoorie
and Kaliti tea estates are plough, bullocks and spade, splitter. The following table

shows agricultural implements used by them:

Table 4.46
Agricultural Implements Used by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Pcrcentage in Parcntheses)

] SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE G, Total KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total
l’:r?’;'l‘;‘r’r'“:;?s' Hindu Mustim ) Hindu Muslim
| o] oF T T T F Trem [ M of T oM T [ o
Pough. | 6 | 6 | 12| | BRI R
Bullocks | (45.15) | (85.71) | (60) 40y | @5.71) {54 55 | (40) | (66.67) | 153.08) 138.46) | (66.67) | (52)
Spade, B . . 0 . a 5 . 5 0 i 5 A 5
Splitier : : {20) {10.2) {19.23) (10)
No 7 1 8 2 2 9 1 10 10 8 18 1 1 11 8 19
implements | (53.85) | (14.29) | (40) | (1001 | (100) | (60) | (1429 | (45.45) | (40) | (33.33) | 36.74) | (100) | (100} |a23n) | 3333 | (38)
Total (%) 13 7 20 2 2 15 7 22 25 24 49 1 1 26 24 50
1 o0 | 0oy {00y | 100y | t00y {00y | 00y | oy [ ooy | ooy | oy | ooy | ooy | ooy | o0y | 100y

LSourcc: Ficld Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 10 07-07-12.

The data show that in Silcoorie over half of Hindu males 53.85% do not use
agricultural implements and majority of Hindu females 85.71% use plough and
bullocks. In Kaliti, of total tea garden labourers 42.31% males do not use
agricultural implements but 38.46% of them use plough and bullocks whereas

66.67% females use plough and bullocks. 40%, each, of Hindu males use plough
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and bullocks and do not use agricultural implements whereas more than three fifths
of Hindu females (66.67%) use Plough, Bullocks.

Thus, plough and bullocks are commonly used by labourers of India and
Bangladesh because these are traditional implements used for cultivation.
Animal Husbandry

The types of animals found among the tea garden labourers of Silcoorie and
Kaliti tea estates are hen, cow, goat, pigeon and cow, duck. The following table

shows the animal farming among them:
Table 4.47
Animal Husbandry by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE ¢ Tota KALITI TEA ESTATE G Tota
Types of Hindu Muslim | Total Hindu Muslim
Animal
' Mo|oF | T8 YR S B P VIS B B VIR L VIR BRI P
Hen.
9 1|10 2 a2 vl | on | o»
F?.;g;h 6923 [ (1429 | 50y | 29190 | (r00) | (73.33) | (14.29) | 5455) | (a) | @17y | eesy | 1190 | 100y | a6 15) | e17) e) |
Cow, | 4 6 |0 T MIENERERERAR R EERE
Goat |07 | @571 | (50) (2667) | (8571) | (45.45) | (56) | (54.17) | (85.1) (5385) | (54.17) | (54)
Total 20 2 25 49 1 50
1
ol 13100 7 (100, | 20| 20100 | (2 15 000) 70000 221001 55 e 00y oh | 110000 | g0 26 10026 00y

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Lstate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.
Data show that in Silcoorie over three fifths of Hindu males (69.23%)

reared hen, duck, pigeon and majority of Hindu females (85.71%) rear cow and
goat. In Kaliti, of total tea garden labourers types of animals recared by over a half,
each, of males (53.85%) and females (54.17%) are cow and goat. Over a half of
Hindu males (56%) and Hindu females (54.17%) rear cow and goat.

Thus, hen, duck, pigeon are reared by majority of labourers in India
whereas majority of labourers in Bangladesh rear cow, goat.

Monthly Income

TABLE-4.48
Monthly Income of the Respondents in Medium Performing Tea Industries in India
and Bangladesh by Religion and gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Range of income (Rs/ Taka) Silcoorie Grand total Kaliti Grand total
Hindu Muslim Hindu Muslim
M F Total M M F M F | Total M M F
Up to 2000 10 06 16 01 1 06 22 | 18] 40 01 23 18
7692 | 85.71 80 50 |7333]|8571| 88 | 75 | 8163 100 |88.46 75
20014000 03 01 04 01 04 01 03 | 06 | 09 03 06
2308 [ 1428 20 50 (2667( 1429 | 12 | 25 [ 18.37 1154 25
Total 13 07 20 02 15 07 25 124 | 49 01 26 24
100 100 100 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 100 100 100

Source: Ficld Data Collected from Tea Gardens in India (Silcoorie 06-02-12 to 15-03-12)and Bangladesh
(Kaliti 05-06-12 to 07-07-12)

The data reveal that of the respondents in Silcoorie, over four fifths of the
males (88.46%) are earning Rs. 2000 in a month and about thrce fourth of the
females (75%) earned Rs. 2001-4000.
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Monthly Saving
The labourers have generally very low level of saving from their incomes.
The following two tables show savings of labourers in the medium performing

industries:
Table 4.49
Monthly Savings among the Labourers in India
(Percentage in Parentheses)
Monthly Hindu Muslim G. Total
Savglsgs (in Male {Female| Total |Male/Female| Total | Male [Female| Total
0-500/ 30 36 66 | 02 | 02 04 32 38 70
(76.93)((85.72)|(81.49)| (50) | (10) [(66.67)[(74.42)((86.37)/(80.40),
Above 500/- 9 6 15 2 ) 02 11 6 17
(23.08)((14.29)((18.52)| (50) (33.33)](25.59)((13.64)[(19.54)
Total 39 42 81 4 2 6 43 44 87
(100) | (100) | (100) {(100)| (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Ficld Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in
Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

Table 4.50
Monthly Savings by the Labourers in Bangladesh
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Monthly Hindu Muslim G. Total
savings
(in Tk) | Male |[Female| Total | Male |Female| Total | Male |Female| Total

57 48 105 8 9 17 65 57 122

0-500 (91.94)|(78.69)|(85.37)(88.89)] (75) ((80.96)|(91.55)|(80.29)|(84.72)
Above 500 05 13 18 01 3 4 06 16 22
(8.06) {(21.32)|(14.63)|(11.11)] (25) |(19.05)] (8.46) |(21.92)|(15.28)
62 6] 123 9 12 21 71 73 144
Total

(100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in
Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The data explain that four fifths (80.40%) of labourers save Rs. 0-500/- per
month and below one fifth (19.54%) save above Rs. 500/- per month in India.In
Bangladesh, four fifths (84.72%) are saving Tk 0-500 per month, 15.28% are
saving above Rs. 500/- per month. Saving pattern is amost the same in the two

countries.

Trade Unions
‘Barak Cha Sramik Union’ in India and ‘Bangladesh Cha Sramik Union’ in

Bangladesh are two trade unions. The status of membership of trade-unions among
the tea garden labourers is shown in the following table:
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Table 4.51
Status of Membership in Trade-Unjons among Labourers in India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE o 1o KALITI TEA ESTATE G Total
MS:::)‘;S‘:_ Hindu Total Muslim 8 Hindu Muslim
PUM e (O T T F [tom | @] f |7 m |0 T Tow
Yes 1 7 8 ; _ i 71 8 | 5|24 @ 1 T 2% [ 22| %0
(.69) | (100) | (40) 667) | (100) | (35.36) | (100) | (100) | (100 | (100) | 100) | 100y | 100y | (100)
o THEED 2 2] | | n ;
(92.31) 60) | (100) | (100) | (83.33) (63.64)
Ty | 3| 7| @ 2 2| 15 |7 22 | 51 24| 4 1 1 | 2% | 24 | %0
(100) | (100) | ¢100) | (100) | 100y | (100) | (100 | (100) | (100) | (100) | 100y | i) | (100) | 100} | 100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcooric Tea Estate: 06-02-12 10 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The table reveals that in Silcoorie tea estate 93.33% of males are not
members of trade union and all females are members of trade union whereas all
male Muslim labourers are not members of trade union. In Kaliti tea estate all
labourers irrespective of their religion and gender are members of trade union.

Thus, labourers in India are not interested in taking membership in trade
unions but all labourers in Bangladesh have taken membership in different trade
unions.

Associational Activities

The trade union activities among tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and
Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh include negotiating with authority for
demand of labourers, to create pressure for fulfilling of demand and to take
initiative for fulfilling of demand. The following table shows trade union activities

among tea garden labourers.

Table 4.52
Trade Union Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Trade SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE G. Total KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total
A(L:Jt?vlgines Hindu Total | Muslim | Totaf Hindu Total [ Muslim j Total
M F M M F Total M F M M F Total

Negotiating
‘;’;‘;ommr _ 2 | 2| o 2 2 | 15| 14 | 2 1 1l | 1| a2
demand of (28..57) (10) (2857){ (9.09) | (60) |(58.33)|(59.18) | (100) | (100) |{61.54) {(58.33) (60)
Labourers
Creale
pressure i 4 5 0 1 4 5 3 2 5 0 i 3 2 5
for fulfiling | (7 69) | (57.14) | (25) ©oe67) [(57.14) | 2273) ] (12) | 8.33) | (102) (11.54) | (833 | (10)
of demand
Take
initialive for 1 1 0 1 1 7 8 15 0 . 7 8 15
fulfiling of T lpa29] ) : T 1(14.29) ] (455) | (28) |(3334)]{3062) (26.92)1(3338) | (30)
demand

- 12 12 2 2 14 14
Noacvty 1 igra| | s0) | (100) |(100)](@333)]  |w3ear| | - : 0
Total (%) 13 7 20 2 2 15 7 22 25 24 49 1 1 26 24 50

°h 1 o0y | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100} | (100) |(100)| (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoovie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate 92.31% of Hindu male labourers
do not perform any trade union activity and more than a half of Hindu female
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labourers (57.14%) create pressure for fulfilling of demand. In Kaliti tea estate
three fifths of 1lindu male labourers (60%) and near about three fifths of Hindu
female labourers (59.18%) negotiate with authority for demand of labourers.

. Thus, participation of Jabourers in trade union activitics are found absent
among male labourers in India whereas both male and female labourers are active
in trade union activities.

In both the countries, the trade union has a structure of eleven persons
including one president, one secrctary and the rest as members. The Bagan
Panchyat is constituted by election in both countries. Labourers’ general problems
in both countries are latrine, house, health and drinking water. The problems are
solved by members of elected organization by negotiating with the authority.
Another organization which is only available in India is Gaon Panchayet formed of
responsible men/women by elections in the villages. It is local government
institution. This organization solves all social problems in meetings.

Membership of Political Parties

The following table shows the status of membership of political parties

among them:

Table 4.53
Status of Membership of Political Partics among Tca Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion
and Gender (Percentage in Parcntheses)

Status of SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE & Tots KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total
otal
Membership Hindu Hindu )
Muslim Muslim
of Polilicat Total Total Total Total
) M F (Males) M F Totat M F (M) M F Total
Parties
4 7 1 4 7 1
Yes - -
(30.77) | (100} | (55) (26.67) | (100) | (50)
N 9 9 2 2 1N 1" 25 24 49 1 1 26 24 50
I . .
(69.23) (45) | (100) (100) | (73.33) {50) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)
13 7 20 2 2 7 22 25 24 49 1 1 26 24 50
Total (%) 15 (100)
| (100) § (100) { (100) | (100) {100) {100) | (100) | (100} | {100y | (100} | (100) | (100} | (100} | (100} | {100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcooric Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea
[state: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate over three fifths of Hindu male
labourers (69.23%) and Muslim male labourers have not taken membership of
political parties and all Hindu female labourers have taken membership of political
parties. In Kaliti tea estate all tea garden labourers irrespective of their genders and
religions have not taken membership of political parties.

The length of political participation among tea garden labourers of
Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates is categorized into 0-10 and 11-20 years. The
following table shows the length of political participation among them.
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Table 4.54
Length of Political Participation among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

Length of SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total
" - - G. Total _
Political Hindy Mustim | Tota! Hindy Muslim
Participation M F Total M M F Total M £ Total M Total M £ | Tom
in years)
1 7 8 1 7 8
0-10 | 769 | (100 | woy | ° © Lesn oo |@s3e | | | 0
i 1 ! 1
-2 4 geg| || O 66n | " |wsy| | | - 0
No T [0 |00 | 2| B | . | B |5 [# & 1 T 2] %0
aricipation | (84 62 (55) (100) | (86 67) (59.09) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100 | 100y | 100y | (100 | (100)
B 70 2 [ 15 |7 % |24 a0 | 1 T 26 | 2] 50
Total (% 1
ol %) | iogy | 100y | oy ] 21 ) ooy | grooy | 00y 12299 romy | 00y | ooy | rooy | 00y | ooy | oy | 00y

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The data show that in Silcoorie tea estate majority of Hindu male labourers
(84.62%) do not participate in political activities, therefore there is no length of
participation among them whereas all the Hindu female labourers participate from
0-10 years. In Kaliti tea estate, all the Hindu male, Hindu female and Muslim male
labourers do not participate.

The purposes of taking membership in political parties among tea garden
labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh are to
subscribe party ideology and for personal gain. The following table shows their
purposes of taking membership in political parties:

Table 4.55

Purpose of Taking Membership in Political Parties among Tea Garden Labourers of India and
Bangladesh by Religion and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

STLCOORIE TEA ESTATE KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total
G. Total
Purpose of ™ rpin 4y Muslim Hindu Muslim
Taking e . - -
Membership - l'otal Total — - Total Total —
) M F M M F {Total] M IF M M F T'otal
For T, T 1 7 1 n )
Pc(::‘:"]‘a' (30.7D|(100)] (55) (26.67){(100){ (50) i T
No 9 9 2 2 | 0 | 252449 ] 1 T |26 | 24 | 30
membership |(69 23) @5y (100) {(100)|(73.33) (50) {(100) 100y 100y| (100) [(100)|(100)|(100){¢100)
ot (% 3 | 7 20| 2 21 15 | 7 ] 22252449 1 T | 26 | 24 | 50
“otal (%)
100y ooy ooy 100y (100y| (100 {(100){(100)|ctom| (100 {(100)] (100) [(1003|(100)|(100)|(100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Lstate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate more than three fifths of Hindu
male labourers (69.23%) have not taken membership and the purpose of taking
membership in political parties among 30.77% is for personal gain whereas all the
Hindu female labourers take membership in political parties for personal gain. In
Kaliti, all Hindu male, Hindu female and Muslim male labourers have not taken
membership in political parties.
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Types of political activities among tea garden labourers include casting
vote and political campaigning which are shown in the following table:

Table 4.56
Types of Political Activities among Labourers in Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
Pcreentage in Parentheses)

Tyoeof SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 6 Tota KALITI TEA ESTATE G. Total
Political Hindu Tota Muslim | Total Hindu Total Muslim Tota
olal ola
Activities M F M M F Total | M F M M F | Total
Politicat 4 7 1 0 4 7 1" 0
campaign | (30.77) | (100) | (55) “lessn|pog | s | 0 ]
Casing | 9 B 2 2 1 1 T | 25 | 24 | 49 1 1 | 2 | 24 | 50
Vole | (69.23) @s) | 00y | (00| 7333 | | 50) | 100y | (100) { 100) | (100 | 00y | (100) | 100y | (100)
7 | 2 2 | 15 2 | 5 | 2 | 4 1 1| 26 | 24 | 50
Total %) |00 | 100y | 100y | 100y | 100y | 00y |79 a0y | 100y | ooy | 100y | qoo) | 100y | 00y | 100y | 100y

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 10 07-07-12.

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate, over three fifths of Hindu male
labourers (69.23%) cast vote and more than one fifth of them (30.77%) take part in
political campaign whereas all Hindu female labourers take part in political
campaign. All Muslim male labourers cast vote. In Kaliti, all Hindu male and
female as well as Muslim male labourers cast vote.

Cultural Activities

The activities are the ways of living, beliefs and thinking, especially the
activities of prayer or Puja which have existed for a long time in a society. The
labourers have different types of prayer or puja, attending in fair and festival for
celebration as shown in the following table:

Table 4.57
Types of Cultural Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and
Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE S Tom KALITI TEA ESTATE G Total
Cultural Hindy Tolal Muslim_{ Total Hindu Total | Muslim Total
Actvites [T [ F | 1B [ m M | F JTom| M| F | @[ w M@y F ] 7o
Monosha
Puja, Baram
Baba.
Mongalabrata.
Shib Puja. Kali (11030) (1(710) (12(90) 0 . (861%7) 100 902%1) 0
Puja. Lakshmi ’ (100 | ¢
Puja,
Hunumanji
Puja
Bansakli,
Monosha
- 6 | 5 | 11
Narayan, Kall.| - - - 0 o e | eosy {224 0 ~Noson | 0wy | 22
aran, ¥ (24) | 083 | 2245) (2308) | (2083 | (22
Puja, Mongla
Kashipuja. i . . 0 . i 6 7 13 0 6 7 13
Grampua Sl | e [eo1n | 2653 © 12308 | (20.17) | (26)
Mongla,
13 2 3] | s
Oag‘(’ﬁgj};“a- o 0 S ey |29 s10p] O s | o | s
Eig-ul-Fitre, 2 2 2 1 1 1
Eigwzzvha | | | | wooy |00 | (1333 2909 00y | 100y | (100) '@
B3] 7 | 2 2 2 | 15 | 7 | 2 | 25| 24 | 4 i 1] 2 50
Total (%) 1 100) | (100) [ 1000 { (1000 | 1000 | (100 | 100y | (100 | (100) | 100y | 100y | cr00) 100y | a0y [ 21190 oy

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate, all the Hindu male and Hindu
female labourers participate in cultural activities like Monosha Puja, Baram Baba,
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Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, Kali Puja. Lakshmi Puja, Hunumanji Puja and Muslim
male labourers participate in cultural activities like Eid-ul-Fitre, Eid-uz-zuha. In
Kaliti, more than a half of Hindu male (52%) and half of Hindu male labourers
(50%) participate in cultural activities like Mongla, Dandarbartha, Doolpuja
whereas Muslim male labourers participate in cultural activities like Eid-ul-Fitre,
Eid-uz-zuha.

In both tea estates; namely, Silcoorie and Kaliti, the tea garden labourers
attend fairs/melas such as Poush Mela, Shiv Mela, Vaishakhi Mela and Durga Puja
Mela. The following table shows their distribution patterns among tea garden
labourers:

Table 4.58
Types of Fair/Mela attended by Labourers in India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE G Totl KALITI TEA ESTATE ] G. Total

Types of Hindu Muslim | Total ' Rindy Muslim

FairiMela Total Total Total

attended Moo TRy M F | Tota | M| F|° M @ M F ] Total
Ourga Puja

Mela, 3 7 | 10 0 ) 3 7 10 0

Barambaba 1| (2308) | (100) | (50) 20y | (100) | (45.45)

Mela

Durga Puja, 0 . 5 24 49 0 . 25 24 49
Kali Puja Mela| ~ : ) ) ) ) (100) | (100) | (100) (100) | (100) | (98)
Shibo

| s 6 6 6

Choturdashi - 0 . . 0

Vila (46.15) (30) {40) (27.27)

Barambaba 4 4 0 B 6 6 0

Mela (3077 (20) @0) | (@72

. 2 2 1 1 1

Eid Mela oy oo | | : S o | oy | oo Q)
Total (%) 13 7 12 2 2 s ) 7 2 1% % |8 1 1] 26 [ 24 | 50

e (100) | (100) | {100} | (100) | (100} } (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) { (100) | (100} | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea FEstate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12.

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate, over two fifths of the Hindu
male labourers (46.15%) attend fair/ mela like Shibo Choturdashi Mela followed
by Barambaba Mela (30.77%) and all Hindu female labourers participate in Durga
Puja Mela, Barambaba Mela whereas all Muslim male labourers participate in Eid
Mela. In Kaliti, all Hindu male and Hindu female labourers participate in Durga
Puja, Kali Puja Mela whereas all Muslim male labourers participate in Eid Mela.
Normally, there exists no tradition of mela or fair in Bangladesh, specially in tea
garden area. Practically it is arranged only with labourers who own initiative
within limited sphere but irregularly. Gradually the cultural tradition of
participation in fairs is becoming weaker in Bangladesh because of the Bengali
labourers who are less interested to participate in such celebrations along with non-
Bengali workers.
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1)
RESPONDENTS IN THE LOW PERFORMING TEA INDUSTRIES

Bazrangpurc and Rehana tea estates of India and Bangladesh are taken as
the low performing tea industries on the basis of quantity of tea production which
is measured in terms of kg per year and kg per hectare in Bazrangpure and Rehana
tea estates respectively. In both the tea estates of India (Bazrangpure) and
Bangladesh (Rehana), all the respondents belong to Hinduism.

Ethnic Groups

The composition of ethnic group in Bazrangpure and Rehana of India and
Bangladesh comprises Oriya, Deshwali, Bengali and Jongli/Sadri. The distribution
of ethnic groups in these two tea estates is given in the following table:

Table 4.59
Ethnic Groups of Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Ethnic | BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE | REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Group M F T ™M F T M F T
Oriya 7 5 12 - 1 1 7 6 13
(58.33) (50.00) | (54.54) (100) | (33.33)] (50.00) | (54.54) | (52.00)
Deshwali 2 1 3 -- -- -- 2 1 3
(16.67) (10.00) | (13.64) (14.29) | (9.09) | (12.00)
Bengali 3 4 7 - - - 3 4 7
(25.00) (40.00) | (31.82) (21.42) | (36.37) | (28.00)
Sadri/ - - - 2 - 2 2 - 2
Jungly (7) (100) (66.67) | (14.29) (8.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 11 25
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh

from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The table exhibits that of the respondents, majority (52.00%) belongs to
Oriya followed by Bengali (28.00%), Deshwali (12.00%) and Sadri/Jungly
(8.00%). In India (Bazrangpure) the respondents are comprises of Oriya (54.54%),
Bengali (31.82%) and Deshwali (13.64%) but in Bangladesh, only Sadri/Jungly
(66.67%) and Oriya (33.33%).

By gender, of the respondents in Bazrangpure, majority (males-58.33% and
females-50.00%) of them are Oriya and few (males-16.67% and females-10.00%)
of them are Deshwali while in Bangladesh, all the males belong to Sadri/Jungly
and females belong to Oriya.

Thus, the ethnic groups of tea workers in the Indian tea estate comprise of
Oriya, Bengali and Deshwali while in the Bangladesh tea garden are Sadri/Jungly
and Oriya.

Caste

In Bazrangpure two caste groups are found; namely, Vaishya and Sudra

while in Rchana only Sudra castes of Hindus constitutes the respondents of tca
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garden labourers. The distribution of caste in Bazrangpure and Rehana is shown in
the following table:

Table 4.60
Castes among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Gender
. (Percentage in Parentheses)
Castc BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Group ESTATIE
M F T M F T M F T
Vaishya -- 2 2 -- -- -- 2 2
(20.00) | (9.09) (18.18) (8.00)
Sudra 12 8 20 2 ] 3 14 9 23
(100) | (80.00) | (90.91) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (81.82) | (92.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 i4 11 25
(100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (00) | (100) | (100) | (i00)

Source: Ficld Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estatc: 24-10-12 1o 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The study shows that in both the countries the Sudras are the largest
(90.91% in India and all the respondents in Bangladesh) caste and none of Vaishya
caste is found in Bangladesh. In Bazrangpure, all the males and majority (80.00%)
females belong to Sudra caste and of female one fifth (20.00%) belong to Vaishya.

Thus, majority (90.91%) of tea workers in the Indian tea estate and all the
workers in Bangladesh tea garden belongs to Sudra caste.
Languages Known
In Bazrangpure and Rehana, the tea labourers speak Hindi, Bengali, Oriya
and Sadri to communicate among themselves. The distribution of languages known
by the tea garden labourers is given in the following table:
Table 4.61

Languages Known among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Languages Known BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total

M F i M F T M F T
Bengali, 8 8 16 - 1 1 8 9 17
Hindi (66.67) (80.00) (72.73) (100) {33.33) (57.15) (81.82) (68.00)
Bengalt - - - 1 - 1 1 - 1
. (50.00) (33.33) (7.14) (4.00)
Bengali, 3 2 5 - - - 3 2 5
Hindi, Oriya {25.00) (20.00) (22.73) {21.43) (18.18) (20.00)
Bengali, Bhojpuri 1 - 1 - - - 1 - 1
(8.33) (454) (7.14) (4.00)
Bengali. Sadri & - - - 1 - 1 1 - 1
Hingi (50.00) (33.33) (7.14) (400
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 1" 25
{100) (100) {100} (100) (100) (100) {100) (100) {100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladcsh
from Rchana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 10 24-01-12.

The table shows that of the total, majority of (68.00%) respondents know
Bengali and Hindi, followed by Bengali, Hindi and Oriya (20.00%). In
Bazrangpure, all the respondents know Bengali but few (4.54%) of them know
Bhojpuri which is not found in Rehana. However, in Rehana, all the respondents
know Bengali and few (33.33%) of them know Sadri which is not found in
Bazrangpure. By gender, all the respondents from both the countries know Bengali
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and 8.33% of males know Bhojpuri in Bazrangpure and half (50.00%) of males
know Sadri in Rehana.

Thus, all the tea workers in both the Indian and Bangladesh tea estates
know Bangali but few (4.54% in India and 33.3% in Béngladesh) know Bhojpuri
and Sadri respectively.

Native Place

In the tea garden of India and Bangladesh, the workers are coming from
different states of India for work such as West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Uttar
Pradesh. The native places of such tea garden labourers in both the countries are
given in the following table:

Table 4.62

Native Places of Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangiadesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Native Place BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATL Grand Total
ESTATE

M ¥ T M I T M F T

West 3 4 7 - -- -- 3 4 7
Bengal {25.00) | (40.00) | (31.82) (21.43) | (36.36) | (28.00)

Bihar 2 1 3 1 - 1 3 | 4
(16.67) | (10.00) | (13.64) | (50.00) (33.33) | (21.43) | (9.09) | (16.00)

Orissa 7 5 12 -- - -- 7 5 12
(58.33) [ (50.00) | (54.54) (50.00) | (45.46) | (48.00)

Uttar - - - 1 I 2 ] ] 2
Pradesh (50.00) | (100) | (66.67) | (7.14) | (9.09) | (8.00)

Total (%) 12 10 22 2 | 3 14 11 25
(100) (100) (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) (100) (100) (100)
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh

from Rchana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The table reveals that majority (48.00%) of respondents are emigrated from
Orissa, followed by West Bengal (28.00%), however, none of them are found in
Rchana, Bihar (18.00%) and Uttar Pradesh (8.00%). Of the respondents in
Bazrangpure, majority (54.54%) are from Orissa, followed by West Bengal
(31.82%) and Bihar (13.64%) respectively. In Rehana two third (66.67%) of the
respondents arc from Uttar Pradesh and one third (33.33%) from Bihar.

By gender. of respondents in Bazrangpure, 58.33% males and 50.00%
females are from Orissa; West Bengal - 25.00 % males and 40.00% females and
Bihar — 16.67% males and 10.00% females. In Rehana, half (50.00%) each of the
male belongs to Bihar and Uttar Pradesh while the females are belong to Uttar
Pradesh only.

Thus, the tea workers in the Indian tca estate are from West Bengal, Bihar,
Orissa and Uttar Pradesh while in the Bangladesh tea garden they are from Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh.
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Length of Settlement

The labourers of both India and Bangladesh who are coming and settling in
the gardens have different periods of time and places. The length of their
settlement varies from 1 year to above 50 years which has been shown in the
following table:

Table 4.63

Period of Living among Tea Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Period of BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Living/Scttlement ESTATE
among Tea M F T M F T M r T
l.abourers (in
years)
1-25 -- 2 2 ] -- ] 1 2 3
(20.00) | (9.09) | (50.00) (33.33) | (7.14) | (18.18) | (12.00)
26-50 9 6 15 1 ] 2 10 7 17
(75.00) | (60.00) | (68.18) | (50.00) | (100) | (66.67) | (71.43) | (63.64) | (68.00)
Abovc 50 3 2 5 -- -- -- 3 2 5
(25.00) | (20.00) | (22.73) (21.43) | (18.18) | (20.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 I8l 25
(100) (100) (100) (100) | (100) | (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 1o 24-01-12.

The data show that majority (68.00%) of the respondents from both the
countries (in India 68.18% and in Bangladesh 66.67%) have been living since 25-
50 years and 12.00% have been living since 1-25 years (in India 9.09% and in
Bangladesh 33.33%), but none of the respondents from Rehana has been found to
live for more than 50 years in the tea garden. Among males in Bazrangpure, all of
them have been living more than 25 years in the garden but majority (60.00%) of
females have been found to live within the period of 26-50 years and one fifth
(20.00%), each, have been living since 1-25 and above 50 years. Moreover, in
Rehana, all the male and female respondents have been living since 1-50 years in

the tea garden.

Thus, majority (68.18% in Bazrangpure and 66.67% in Rehana) of the tea
workers in Indian and Bangladesh tea estate are living since 26-50 years in the tea
garden.

Family Size

In the family of tea workers in India and Bangladesh tea estates, the
number of family members is having two to four and five to eight. The
composition of family member in the respondents’ family is given in the following
table:
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Table 4.64
Number of Family Member in Respondents’ Family by Gender in India and Bangladesh
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Number of | BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Family v F
Member T M F T M F T
24 8 9 17 2 - 2 10 9 19
(66.67) | (90.00) | (77.28) {100) (66.67) | (71.42) | (81.81) | (76.00)
58 4 1 5 - 1 1 4 2 6
(33.33) | (10.00) | (22.72) (100) (33.33) | (2858) | (18.19) | (24.00)
Total 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 " 25
(%) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) {100) (100)
1 |

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The table shows that of the total respondents, majority (76.00%) family
have 2-4 members and near about one fourth (24.00%) have 5-8 members. In
Bazrangpure of the respondents 77.28% have two-four family members while in
Rehana have 66.67% but few (22.72% in Bazrangpure and 33.33% in Rehana) of
them have 5-8 members.

By gender, in Bazrangpure of the respondents, males (66.67%) and females
(90.00%) of their family have 2-4 members but in Rehana all the males and
females family have 2-4 and 5-8 members respectively.

Thus, most (77.28% in Bazrangpure and 66.67% in Rehana) of the
respondents of tea workers in India and Bangladesh of their family are having 2-4
members.

Educational Status

The educational status of the tea labourers in low producing tea industries
of India and Bangladesh is quite similar. The respondents in these tca garden
labourers are mostly illiterate and primary school-pass. The following table shows
the educational status:

Table 4.65

Educational Status of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Educational BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATLE Grand Total
Status ESTATE

M F - T M F T M F T

IHliterate 4 6 10 2 1 3 6 7 13
(33.33) | (60.00) | (45.46) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (42.86) | (63.63) | (52.00

Primary 8 4 12 - -- -- 8 4 12
School (66.67) | (40.00) | (54.54) (57.18) | (36.37) | (48.00)

Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 11 25
(100) | 100y | ooy | (o0oy { (100) | (eoy | ooy | (100) | (100)
Source: Ficld Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 1o 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh

from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.
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The table shows that most (52.00%) of the respondents arc illiterate,
however, in Bazrangpure majority (54.54%) are in primary school level. In
Rehana, all the respondents are illiterate. By gender wise in Bazrangpure, two third
(66.67%) of males are in primary school level and rest (33.33) are illiterate; three
fifths (60.00%) of females are illiterate but only one fifth (20.00%) are in primary
school level.

Thus, most (54.54%) of the tea workers in the Indian tea cstate are in
primary school level while in the Bangladesh tea garden, all of then are illiterate.

Age Groups
Age groups of the respondents in both tea gardens of Bazrangpure and
Rehana are classified into two categories; namely, 15— 35 years and 36-59 years of
age. These are shown in the following table:
Table 4.66

Age Groups of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Age Group of BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
the Respondent ESTATE
M ¥ T M F T M I T
15-35 3 8 H ] - 1 4 8 12
(25.00) | (80.00) | (50.00) | (50.00) (33.33) | (28.58) | (72.72) | (48.00)
36-59 9 2 11 1 1 2 10 3 13
(75.00) | (20.00) | (50.00) | (50.00) | (100) | (66.67) | (71.42) | (27.28) | (52.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 11 25
(100) (100) (100) | (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpurc Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh

from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 10 24-01-12.

The data show that most (52.00%) of the labourers are in the age group of
36-59 years. In Bazrangpure, the respondents constitute half (50.00%), each, from
the age groups of both 15-35 years and 36-59 years while in Rehana, two third
(66.67) of the respondents are in the age group of 36-59 years. By gender, three
fourths (75.00%) of malcs are belonging to 36-59 years of age and four fifths
(80.00%) of females belong to the age group of 15-35 years in Bazrangpure.
However, in Rehana, half (50.00%) each of males are from 15-35 years and 36-59
years and all the females are from 36-59 years of age.

Type of House

The houses of the labourers are classified into kachcha (mud plastered) and
semi-pacca. The distribution of types of house in Bazrangpure and Rehana is given
in the following table:
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Table 4.67

Types of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Types of House BA'aRANGPURFE TEA EST?TE SEHANA TEA ESTAT$ v Gran?: Total -
Kachcha (Mud 10 7 17 2 1 3 12 8 20
Plaster) (83.33) | (70.00) | (77.27) (100) (100 (100) (85.71) [ (72.72) | (80.00)
Semi-Pacca 2 3 5 - - - 2 3 5
16.67) | (30.00) | (2273) (14.29) | (27.28) | (20.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 11 25
(100) (100 {100) (100 (100) | (100 (100) (100 {100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

In both the countries four fifths (80.00%) of the respondents are residing in
kachcha (mud plastered) houses and only one fifth (20.00%) in semi-pacca houses.
In Bazrangpure above three fourths (77.27%) of the respondents reside in kachcha
(mud plastered) house while in Rehana, all of them - both male and female
respondents - reside in kachcha (mud plaster) houses. However, few (16.67%
males and 30.00% females) of Bazrangpure reside in semi pacca houses.

Ownership of House

It is found that two types of ownership of house, such as own house and
quarter, is found among the labourers. The distribution of types of house in

Bazrangpure and Rehana is shown in the following table:

Table 4.68
Ownership of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Ownership of BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATLE Grand Total
House ESTATE
M ¥ T M I T M F T
Own House 9 1 10 - -- -- 9 1 10
75.00) | (10.00) | (45.46) (64.29) | (9.09) | (40.00)
Quarter 3 9 12 2 1 3 5 10 15
(25.00) | (90.00) | (54.54) | (100) (100) { (100) | (35.71) | (90.91) | (60.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 i 3 14 1 25
(100) (100) (100) (100) | (100) | (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Ficld Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 10 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The data show that majority (60.00%) of the respondents reside in quarter
and only two fifths (40.00%) of them reside in their own house. In Bazrangpure
above half (54.54%) of the respondents reside in quarter and in Rehana, all of them
reside in quarter. By gender, in Bazrangpure, majority (75.00%) of males reside in
their own house whereas majority (90.00%) females reside in quarter.

Number of Living Rooms

The number of living rooms in these tea gardens comprises the houses of
single room and two rooms. The distribution of number of living room in the house
of Bazrangpure and Rehana tea garden labourers (respbndents) is given in the
following table:
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Table 4.69
Number of Living Rooms (Excluding Kitchen) among Tea Garden Labourers of India and
Bangladesh by Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

Number of BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Living Room ESTATE
Excluding M F T M F T M F T
Kitchen
1 Room 7 8 15 2 1 3 9 9 18
(58.33) | (80.00) | (68.19) | (100) (100) (100) | (64.29) | (81.81) | (72.00)
2 Rooms 5 2 7 -- -- -- 5 2 7
(41.67) 1 (20.00) | (31.81) (35.71) | (18.19) | (28.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 1 25
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The above data show that about three fourths (72.00%) of the respondents
have only single living room and the rest (28.00%) are having two living rooms. It
is found that all the respondents of Rehana tca labourers and majority (68.19%) of
respondents in Bazrangpure are having single living room but about one third
(31.81%) in Bazra gpure are having two living rooms. By gender wise, majority
(58.33%) of males and fourth fifths (80.00%) of females have single living room in
Bazrangpure.

For cooking purpose in both the tea estates of low performing tea garden,
i.e., Bazrangpure and Rehana use solid fuels such as firewood and cattledung. It is
due to the availability of forest where they reside and rearing of cows that they use
cow dung in chullah for cooking. Therefore, all of the respondents use Chullah/fire
wood as fuel for cooking food.

Source of Drinking Water

The sources of water such as lake and river water are not used by these two
garden labourers but reservoirs’ water through supply water and ground water by
using tube well and ring well are the main sources of drinking water among the tea
workers. However, safe drinking water is not enjoyed by them. Therefore,
frequently workers suffer from diarrhea, choleras and other water-borne diseases.
The distribution of sources of drinking water in Bazrangpure and Rehana is given

in the following table:
Table 4.70
Sources of Drinking Water among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Source of BAZRANGPURE TEEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Drinking Water ESTATE
M F T M I3 T M K T
Private Water -- 2 2 -- -- -- -- 2 2
Tap (20.00) | (9.09) (18.18) | (8.00)
Public Water 4 2 6 -- -- - 4 2 6
Tap (33.33) | (20.00) | (27.28) (28.57) | (18.18) | (24.00)
Tube Well -- | 1 1 I 2 ] 2 3
{10.00) | (4.54) [ (50.00) | (100) | (66.67) | (7-14) | (18.18) | (12.00)
Ring Well 8 5 13 1 -- 1 9 5 14
(66.67) | (50.00) | (59.09) | (50.00) (33.33) | (64.29) | (45.40) | (56.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 11 25
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Lstate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tca Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.
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Data show that majority (56.00%) of the respondents use ring well as a
source of drinking water followed by public water tap (24.00%), tube well
(12.00%) and private water tap (8.00%). In Bazrangpure majority (59.09%) of the
respondents use ring well while in Rehana, two third (66.67%) of the respondents
use tube well.

Status of Electricity

In these tea gardens the labourers are connected through electricity to light

their houses and for different purposes. The distribution of respondents to such

categories is given in the following table:
Table 4.71
Status of Electricity among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangiadesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Status of BAZRANGPURE TEA | REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Electricity ESTATE
M F T M F T M F T
v 7 1 8 - - = 7 1 8
€S (58.33) | (10.00) | (36.37) (50.00) | (9.09) | (32.00)
N 5 9 13 2 1 3 7 10 17
0 (41.67) | (90.00) | (63.63) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (50.00) | (90.91) | (68.00)
Total (%) 12 10 bp) 2 I 3 14 K 25
100) | (1000 | 00y | ooy | ooy | ooy | (00) | (100) | (100)

Source: Ficld Data Coflected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tca Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

Data show that about one third (32.00%) of the respondents are connected
electricity in their home whereas the rest, i.e., above two third (68.00%) do not
have it. Of the all respondents, in Bazrangpure, over one third (36.37%) of
respondents use electricity constituting males (58.33%) and females (10.00%)
respectively but none of them are found from Rehana.

Food Pattern

Food pattern includes habit of taking food, beverage, liquor, addiction of
chewing etc. The food pattern and habit of taking beverage among the labourers
are almost the same in both India and Bangladesh such as taking tea during
breakfast, etc. The habit of consumption of liquor among the tea labourers is
commonly found among both males and females. To get rid of tiredness after day-
long working in the garden, specially in the evening, they consume liquor. The
distribution of respondents who consume liquor is shown in the following table:

Table 4.72
Habit of Taking Liquor among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Habit of BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Taking ESTATE
Liquor M F T M F T M ¥ T
Yes 4 -- 4 2 ) 3 6 ] 7
) (33.33) (18.19) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (42.86) | (9.09) | (28.00)
N 8 10 18 -- -- -- 8 10 I8
0 ©6.67) | (100) | (81.81) 57.14) | (90.91) | (72.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 11 25
(100) | (100) | (100) | 100y | 100y | (100) | 100y | (100) | (100)

Souree: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.
97



The data show that of the total respondents, only 28.00% consume liquor.
Of these, 18.19% are in Bazrangpure and in Rehana, all the respondents take
liquor. By gender, among the respondents who consume liquor, all are males in
case of Bazrangpure whereas in Rehana, all the males and females consume liquor.

Chewing of betel leaf, gutka and tobacco are common habit among both
male and female tea garden labourers of India and Bangladesh. In Bazrangpure and
Rehana the respondents chew pan, gutka and tobacco. The distribution of
respondents to such practices in these tea gardens is given in the following table:

Table 4.73

Habit of Chewing Pan/Gutka among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Habit of BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total R
Chewing ESTATE
Pan/Gutka M F T M F T M F T
Betel leaf 10 9 19 - 1 1 10 10 20
(Pan) (83.33) | (90.00) | (86.37) (100) | (33.33) | (71.42) | (90.91) | (80.00)
Gutka 2 -- 2 -- -- -- 2 -- 2
Betel Leaf & = 1 1 2 -- 2 2 1 3
Gutka (10.00) | (4.54) (100) (66.67) | (14.29) | (9.09) | (12.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 | 3 14 11 25
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The data show that of the total respondents, four fifths (80.00%) chew betel
leaf (pan), followed by betel leaf with gutka (12.00%) and gutka with tobacco
(8.00%). In Bazrangpure. majority (86.37%) of the respondents chew betel leaf
(pan) while in Rehana, two third (66.67%) of the respondents chew betel leaf with gutka.

By gender, of the males in Bazrangpur, above four fifths (83.33%) of the
respondents chew betel leaf (pan) and the rest (16.67%) chew gutka/tobacco while
of the females, nine tenths (90.00%) of them chew betel leaf (pan) and the rest one
tenth (10.00%) chew betel leaf (pan) with gutka. In Rehana, of the male
respondents, all of them chew betel leaf with gutkha and all female respondents
chew betel leaf (pan).

Land Holding

The respondents of both the Bazrangpure and Rehana have small land
holdings, such as 1-10 katha(s) and 11-20 kathas to settle and cultivate paddy. The
distribution of size of land holding by the respondents is given in the following
table:
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Table 4.74
Patterns of Land Holding among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Patterns of BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
L.and Holding ESTATE
(in Kathas) M F T M F T M F T
1-10 10 8 18 2 1 3 12 9 21
(83.33) | (80.00) | (81.81) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (85.71) | (81.81) | (84.00)
11-20 2 2 4 - - -- 2 2 4
(16.67) | (20.00) | (18.19) (1429) | (18.19) | (16.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 11 25
(100) (100) (100) (100) | (100) | (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The table indicates that of the total respondents, above four fifths (84.00%)
have 1-10 katha(s) of landholding and the remaining 16.00% have 11-20 kathas.
In Bazrangpure four fifths (80.00%) of respondents having 1-10 katha(s) and one
fifth (10.00%) have 11-20 kathas. In gender, of males, above four fifths (83.33%)
have 1-10 katha(s) and 16.67% havell-20 kathas and of females four fifths
(83.33%) have 1-10 katha(s) and 20.00% havel1-20 kathas in Bazrangpure while
in Rehana, all the respondents of both males and females have 1-10 katha(s) of
land holding.

Types of Crops Grown

Due to the small size of land holding, only six respondents, i.e., 24% of the
tea laboourers of Bazrangpure cultivate and produce crops like, Aush, Boro and
Amon for their consumption purpose. In the Rehana tea estate of Bangladesh, the
tea garden labourers cultivate only paddy. The distribution of types of crops
produced by the Bazrangpure tea labourers is given in the following table:

Table 4.75
Types of Crops Grown by Tea Garden Labourers of India by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Crops BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE

M F T

Aush+Boro 1 -- 1
(50.00) (16.67)

Aush - 2 2
(50.00) (33.33)

Boro ] 1 2
(50.00) (25.00) (33.33)

Amon - | 1
(25.00) (16.67)

Total (%) 2 4 6
(100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tca Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The table shows that one third (33.33%), cach, of the respondents produce
Aush and Boro and 16.67%, each, producc Aush with Boro and Amon. Of these,
half (50.00%), each, of male respondents produce Aush with Boro and only Boro
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while of the females, half (50.00%) of them produce Aush and one fourth
(25.00%), each, produce Boro and Amon crops.

The main agricultural inputs used during cultivation in Bazrangpure arc the
only normal seeds and fertilizer. The distribution of respondents who use
agricultural inputs during cultivation in Bazrangpure is shown in the following

table:

Table 4.76
Agricultural Inputs Used by Tea Garden L.abourers of India by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Agricultural Inputs Used BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE

M F T
Seed - 1 1

(50.00) (25.00)
Seed & Firtilizer 2 1 3

(100) (50.00) (75.00)
Total (%) 2 2 4

(100) (100) (100)
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh

from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The table shows that three fourth (75.00%) of the respondents use both seed
and fertilizer and one fourth (25.00%) use only seed as an agricultural inputs. Of
these, all the male respondents use both seed with fertilizer while half (50.00%),
each, of the female respondents use only seed and seed with fertilizer.

The agricultural implements used by the respondents of Bazrangpur are
found as plough, bullock and spade. The distribution of respondents to such

agricultural implements is given in the following table:

Table 4.77
Agricultural Implements Used by Tea Garden Labourers of India by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Agricultural Implements BAZRANGPURE TCA ESTATE
M F T
| 2 3
Plough & Bullocks, (50.00) (100) (75.00)
1 -- |
Spade (50.00) (25.00)
Total (%) 2 2 4
(100) (100) (100)

Source: Ficld Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
{rom Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.
The data show that three fourths (75.00%) of the respondents use plough

and the rest (25.00%) use only spade to cultivate it. Of the male respondents, half
(50.00%), each, of them use plough, bullock and spade while in case of females, all
of the respondents use plough and butlock.
Animal Husbandry

It is found that none of the respondents in Rehana rear any type of animal,
however, tea estate labourers in Bazrangpure of India rear animals such as Hen,
Pigeon, Duck, Cow and Goat. The distribution of respondents who rear such
animals is given in the following table:
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Table 4.78
Types of Animal Husbandry by Tea Garden Labourers of India by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Types of Animal BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE
Husbandry M F T
Hen, Pigeon, Duck ’ ] 8
» igeon, (58.33) (10.00) (36.37)
5 9 _ 14
Cow, Goat (41.67) (90.00) (63.63)
Total (%) 12 10 22
(100) (100) (100)

Source: Ficld Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The data show that near about two third (63.63%) of labourers rear cow and
goat, followed by above one third (36.37%) rear hen, pigeon and duck. Of males,
majority (58.33%) rear hen, pigeon and duck and the rest (41.67%) rear cow and
goat while of females, rearing cow and goat is found among nine tenths (90.00%)
and one tenth (10.00%) rear hen, pigeon and duck.

Monthly Income of the Respondents

The tea workers in India and Bangladesh tea estates are earning their
income from different sources like, from tea garden works and from daily earning
labour work in their surrounding areas. They earned little amount like upto 1000 or
4000 rupees in terms of Indian currency and Taka in terms of Bangladesh
currency. The distribution of monthly income of the respondents is given in the
following table: '

Table 4.79

Monthly Income of Respondent among the Labourers in India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

y TP » <
Monthly Income BA]‘R'I\._;NS?LFEEE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
(in Rs./Taka) Male | Female| Total | Male |Female| Total | Male | Female | Total
01-500 09 08 17 01 o1 02 10 09 19
{75.00) | (80.00) | (77.28) | (50.00) | (100) |(66.67)|(71.42)| (81.81)|(76.00)
501-1000 03 02 5 01 ) 01 04 02 06
(25.00) { (20.00) | (22.72) | (50.00) (33.33) |(28.58)| (18.19) {(24.00)
Total 12 10 22 02 01 03 14 11 25
(100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | {100)
Source: Field Data Collected in India tfrom Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh

from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The data reveal that of the respondents in Bazrangpure, over three fourth
(77.28%) of them are earning Rs. 1-500 in a month and about near about one
fourth (22.72%) earned Rs. 501-1000. In Rehana tea estate of Bangladesh, two
third (66.67%) of them earned Taka 1-500 in a month and one third (33.33%)
earned Taka 1-500 in a month.

By gender, of the respondents in Bazrangpure, 75.00% males and 80.00%
females earned Rs. 1-500; 25.00% males and 20.00% females earned Rs. 501-1000
in a month. In Rehana, half (50.00%) males and all the females are earning of Taka
1-500 but none of them are earning Taka 501-1000.
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Thus, most (77.28% in Bazrangpure and 66.67% in Rehana) of the tea
workers in India and Bangladesh tea estates are earning Rs./Taka 1-500 in a month.
Membership of Trade Unions

Both in Bazrangpure and Rehana, the tea labourers form a trade union for
their effective trade in the tca estates. In India (Bazrangpure), it is known as
‘Barak Cha Sramik Union’ and in Bangladesh (Rehana) it is ‘Bangladesh Cha
Sramik Union’. The distribution of respondents who join the membership of these

trade unions is given in the following table:
Table 4.80
Membership in Trade-Unions among Labourers in Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Membership in BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Trade Union ESTATLE
M F T M 3 T M I T
2 2 4 2 1 3 4 3 7
Yes (16.67) | (20.00) | (18.19) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (28.58) | (27.28) | (28.00)
10 8 18 -- -- -- 10 8 18
No (83.33) | (80.00) | (81.81) (71.42) | (72.72) | (72.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 11 25
(100) (100) (100) (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) (100) (100)

Source: Ficld Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The table reveals that only seven (28.00%) of the respondents joined trade
union in all. Of the respondents in Bazrangpure, 18.19% joined trade union and in
Rehana, all the respondents of both the genders joined the trade union. However, in
Bazrangpure, half (50.00%), each, of both males and females joined it.

Of the total respondents, it is found that only seven, i.e., 28% participate in
trade union activities like negotiating with higher authority for their necessary
demands, creating pressure for fulfilling their demands and taking initiative for
fulfilling demands. The distribution of tea garden labourers’ activities in trade

union is given in the following table:
Table 4.81

Trade Union Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Trade Union BAZRANGPURE TEA . QT AT . -
Members® ESTATE REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Aclivity M F T M F T M F T
Negotiating with
Authority for N 2 2 2 1 3 2 3 5
Demand of (100) | (50.00) | (100) (100) (100) { (50.00) | (100) | (71.42)
Labourers
Create Pressure | 1 1 1
for :)‘i'r’r:':l']'(’f ofl s000) | T | @son| T - Tl sooy | T | 429
Take Initiative | | | |
for :')“C"::ZI']'(‘!g ofl 50000 | 7 | @so0)| - Tol@sony | T | (1429
Total (%) 2 2 4 2 1 3 4 3 7
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) {100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tca Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.
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The table shows that about three fourths (71.42%) of respondents perform
negotiating with authority for demand of labourers with activities in the union
which is followed by 14.29%, each, who like to create pressure for fulfilling their
demand and take initiative to fulfil their demand. In Bazrangpure, all the females
actively perform in negotiating with authority for demand of labourers and the
other activities like to create pressure for fulfilling demand and take initiative for
fulfilling demand which are performed by the males, however, in Rehana, all the
respondents of both the genders actively perform only negotiating with authority
for demand of labourers in the trade union.

Membership of Political Parties

The political parties like Congress and BJP in Bazrangpure (India) and
Awami League in Bangladesh are the active political parties in the tea estates.
However, in Rehana, none of the respondents are the members of any political
party but the respondents of Bazrangpure, or eighteen (18), i.e., 81.81% of them
are found as members of political parties. The distribution of respondents who

have taken membership of political parties is given in the following table:

Table 4.82
Status of Membership of Political Parties among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by
Gender (Percentage in Parentheses)

Status of BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total
Membership of ESTATE
Political Parties M F T M F T M I T
Yes 10 8 18 -- - -- 10 8 18
) (83.33) | (80.00) | (81.81) (71.42) | (72.72) | (72.00)
No 2 2 4 2 1 3 4 3 7
(16.67) | (20.00) { (18.19) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (28.58) { (27.28) | (28.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 11 25
(100) (100) (100) (100) | 100y | (100) (100) (100) (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The table shows that above four fifths (83.33%) of the male respondents are
members of political parties and of the females, four fifths (80.00%) are the
members of political party in either Congress or the members of BJP.

Of the members of political parties, the length of involvement in politics in
the tea estate has been found different from one member to another. Therefore, the
distribution of respondents into the length of participation in the parties is given in

the following table:

Tablc 4.83
Length of Political Participation among Tea Garden Labourers of India by Gender
{Percentage in Parentheses)

Length of Political Participation BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATL

(in Years) M I T
0-10 8 6 14

(80.00) (75.00) (77.78)
2 2 4

H-20 {20.00) (25.00) (22.22)
Total (%) 10 8 18

(100) (100) 100) |

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
. from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 t0 24-01-12.
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The data show that over three fourths (77.78%) of respondents are
members of political party since 0-10 years and over one fifth (22.22%) of
respondents are since 11-20 years. By gender, of the males, four fifths (80.00%)
are in political parties since 1-10 years and one fifth (20.00%) are since 11-20
years while of the females, three fourths (75.00%) are since 1-10 years and one
fourth (25.00%) are since 11-20 years of involvement in political activities.

The respondents from both the genders are members of the political parties
for their personal benefit/gain. In these low performing tea estates, the labourers
take part in the political activities as sympathizer or supporters by casting vote and
campaigning during elections. The distribution of respondents to their political

participation of Bazrangpur and Rehana is given in the following table:
Table 4.84
Types of Political Activities/Participation among Labourers in Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Typeof | BAZRANGPURE TEA | REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Total

Political ESTATE
Activities M F T M F T M F T
8 10 18 2 1 3 10 11 21

Casting Vote

(66.67) | (100) |(81.81)] (100) | (100) | (100) |(71.42)| (100) |(84.00)

Political 4 -- 4 -- -- 4 -- 4
Campaign | (33.33) (18.19) (28.57) (16.00)
Total (%) 12 10 22 2 1 3 14 1 25

(100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100) | (100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 (0 24-01-12.

The table shows that over four fifths (84.00%) of the respondents cast vote
and near about one fifth (16.00%) are involved in political campaign. In
Bazrangpure, over four fifths (81.81%) of the respondents only cast their vote and
18.19% are involved in political campaign while in Rehana, all the respondents of
both genders are casting vote only. However, in Bazrangpure, of the male
respondents, 66.67% are involved in casting vote and political campaign (33.33%)
but among the females, all of them have only participated in casting their vote.
Cultural Activities

Different types of prayer or puja, attending fair and festival for celebration
with other members are the parts of their cultural activities in Bazrangpure and
Rehana. The distribution of respondents into their cultural activities is shown in the

following table:
Table 4.85
Types of Cultural Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

- BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE REHANA TEA ESTATE Grand Tolal
Type of Cuttural Actwvities m F 7 m F T v £ T
Hunumanji Puja, Kali Puja, 10 B 10 . B B 10 B 10
Monga!abrata & Durga Puja (83.33) (45.45) (71.42) (40.00;
Mong! 2 2 4 . 2 2 3
ongia (16.67) {20.00) (18.19) ) - - (14.29) (1861 9) 16800)
8 8
Manasha, Mahadev & Narayan - (80.00) (36.36) - - - - (72.72) (32.00)
) 2 2 2 2
Manasha Puja & Mahadev - - - (100) - 66.67) (14.29) - (800
- . 1 1 1 1
Kali Puja & Durga Puja - - - 100) | (3333 - (9.09) (4.00)
Total (% 12 10 2 2 1 3 14 1 25
otal (%) (100) (100} (00) | 100y | (100) | (100) (100) (100) | {100)

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 10 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 10 24-01-12.

104




The data reveal that of the respondents, two fifths (40.00%) celebrate pujas
and worship Hanumanji, Kali, Mangalabrata and Durga, followed by Manasha,
Mahadev and Narayan (32.00%), Mongla (16.00%) and Kali and Durga (4.00%)
respectively. In Bazrangpure, majority (45.45%) of the respondents celebrate and
worship Hanumanji, Kali, Mangalabrata and Durga which is followed by Manasha,
Mahadev and Narayan (36.36%) and Mongla (18.19%) while in Rehana, two third
(66.67%) of them celebratc and worship Manasha, Mahadev and Narayan and one
third (33.33%) celebrate and worship Kali and Durga.

Both in Bazrangpure and Rehana, the labourers (respondents) attend Poush
Mela, Shiv Mela, Vaishakhi Mela and Durga Puja Mela as their cultural
celebration. During the month of October, specially in the tea garden area of
Rehana of Bangladesh, Durga Puja mela or fair is held and they celebrate it as their
cultural practices. However, in Bazrangpure of India the labourers generally
practice cultural activities like Poush Mela, Shiv Mela and Vaishakhi Mela as their
cultural celebration. The distribution of respondents into such melas attended by

them is shown in the following table:

Table 4.86
Types of Fair/Mela attended by Labourers in India and Bangladesh by Gender
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Types of BAZRANGPURE TEA REHANA TEA LSTATE Grand Total
Fair/Mela ESTATE
attended M F T M F T M F T
Poush Mela & 1 10 21 - -- -- 11 10 21
Shiv Mela | (91.67) | (100) | (95.46) (78.58) | (90.91) | (84.00)
o 1 - ] = - - ] = 1
Vaishakhi Mcla| - ¢ 15 (4.54) (7.14) (4.00)
Durga Puja -- -- -- 2 1 3 2 1 3
Mela (100) | (100) | (100) | (14.28) | (9.09) | (12.00)
Total (%) i2 10 22 2 ] 3 14 n 25

(100) (100) | (00 (100) { (100) | (100) (100) (100) 100)
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12.

The table shows that of the respondents, above four fifths (84.00%) attend
Poush Fair and Shiv Mela, followed by Durga Puja mela (12.00%) and Vaishakhi
mela (4.00%). In Bazrangpure, most (95.46%) of the respondents attend Poush
Mela & Shiv Mcla and few (4.54%) of them attend Vaishakhi Mela while in
Rehana, all the males and females attend only Durga Puja Mela. In case of
Brazrangpure none of the females attends Vaishakhi Mela but all of them attend
Poush Mela and Shiv Mela. Moreover, most (91.67%) of the males attend Poush
Mela and Shiv Mela and few (8.33%) of them attend Vaishakhi Mela.

105



A.

IV
THE SUMMARY
Socio-economic Characteristics of the Labour in the High Performing

Industry

1.

10.

Both male and female labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates are
mainly Bhojpuri and Munda respectively.

Most (92.59%) of the female and over two thirds (68.75%) of the male
labourers of Rosckandy Tea Estate are Sudras. Over two fifths (44.68%) of
the females and over one third (34.88%) of the male labourers of Gazipure
Tea Estate are Sudras.

Most of the labourers of these two tea estates know Bengali as Bengali is
the national language of Bangladesh and local language of Barak Valley.
More than two fifths of the total labourers (44.19%) in Rosckandy Tea
Estate are from West Bengal followed by Bihar (23.26%). About one third
(30%) of the total labourers in Gazipure Tea Estate are from Uttar Pradesh
of India followed by Orissa and Comilla, each, (14.44%).

The literacy rate of the labourers in Rosekandy tea estate indicates that the
educational status of threc fifths of the total labourers (60.47%) is Primary
School followed by illiterate (39.53%). But more than half of the total
labourers (53.33%) are illiterate in Gazipure Tea Estate followed by
Primary School (46.67%).

Over half of the total labourers (51.16%) belong to the age group of 36-59
years followed by (37.21%) 15-35 and above 60 (11.63%) years’ age
groups. Similarly, over three fifths of total labourers (67.78%) are from 36-
59 years of age group followed by 15-35 years (22.22%). Thus, most of the
labourers of these two tea estates are middle aged from the age bracket of
36-59 years.

Most of the labourers are living in kachcha houses with mud pluster and a
negligible portion of them is living in semi-pacca houses in both tea estates.
All the labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are living in quarters and only a
negligible portion of the Hindu labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate in
Bangladesh is living in their own houses. Most of the labourers of these
two tea estates have chullha and use firewood for cooking. It indicates the
minimum difference in the living standards of the labourers in these tea
gardens of India and Bangladesh.

Majority of the total labourers (81.4%) in Rosekandy Tea Estate have not
taken any liquor whereas near about one tenth (18.6%) have this habit.
Similarly, majority of the total labourers (85.56%) in Gazipure Tea Estate
are not addicted to liquor whereas 14.44% are addicted to it.

Over half of the total labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate (53.49%) take leaf
& tobacco followed by betel leaf (Pan) (37.21%). Near about three fifths of
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the total labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh (57.78%) betel
leaf (Pan) followed by leaf and tobacco (40%).

11. More than three fourths of the total labourers in Rosekandy Tea Estate
(76.74%) do not produce any crop while Aush is produced more than one
tenth of them (11.11%). Over three fifths of the total labourers in Gazipure
Tea Estate (66.67%) do not produce any crop and one fourth of them
(25.56%) produce Amon + Aush. All of them produce paddy.

12. All the male labourers of both religions and almost all (96.2%) of the
Hindu female labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have participated in trade
unions and only a negligible portion of the Hindu female labourers have not
participated in any such activity whereas all the labourers of Gazipure Tea
Estate irrespective of their genders and religions have participated in the
trade union.

13. Near about three fifths of the total labourers (58.14%) in Rosekandy Tea
Estate are participating in the cultural activities like Monosha Puja,
Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, Kali Puja, Lakshmi Puja, Hunumanji Puja
followed by Bansakti, Monosha, Narayan, Kali, Shib, Chat Puja, Mongla
(29.62%) and Baram Baba (11.63%). Similarly About three fifths of the
total labourers (57.78%) are participating in the cultural activities like
Monosha Puja, Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, Kali Puja, Lakshmi Puja,
Hunumanji Puja followed by Eid-ul-Fitre, Eid-uz-zuha (21.11%).

I\Y
THE SUMMARY

B. Socio-economic Characteristics of the Labour in the Medium
Performing Industry

1. By ethnic group, in Silcoorie more than a half of Hindu males (53.85%) are
Bengali whereas majority of Hindu females (85.71%) are Bhojpuri. Half,
each, of Muslim males are Deshwali and Bengali. In Kaliti tea estate, of the
Hindu tea garden labourers, 52% Hindu males and over a half of Hindu
females (54.17%) are Deshwali.

2. The caste of tea garden labourers shows that in Silcoorie most of the Hindu
males (92.31%) and over three fifths (71.43%) of the Hindu females belong
to Sudra caste whereas all the Muslim males are Syed. In Kaliti, four fifths
of the Hindu males (80%) are Sudra followed by Brahmin (12%) and
majority of the Hindu females are Sudra (87.5%) whereas all the Muslim
males are Syed.

3. The languages known identified among tea garden labourers of both
countries reveal that in Silcoorie over three fifths of the Hindu males
(69.23%) know Bengali; Hindi, Bhojpuri followed by Bengali (30.77%)
and over a half of the Hindu females (57.14%) know Bengali, Hindi,

Bhojpuri followed by Bengali (28.57%). All the Muslim males know
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Bengali, Hindi. In Kaliti, near about a half of the Hindu males (48%) know
Bengali. Bhojpuri followed by Bengali, Tamil (20%) and near about two
fifths of the Hindu females (37.5%) know Bengali, Tamil followed by
Bengali, Bhojpuri (33.33%) whereas all Muslim males know Bengali.

The native place of the respondents shows that in Silcoorie more than a half
of Hindu males (53.85%) are from West Bengal followed by Bihar
(46.15%) and more than three fifths of Hindu females (71.42%) are from
Bihar. In Kaliti more than half of Hindu males (52%) and a half Hindu
females (50%) are from Uttar Pradesh.

The educational status of the tea garden labourers of Silcoorie and Kaliti
tea estates in India and Bangladesh shows that in Silcoorie over a half of
Hindu males (53.85%) and over three fifths of females (71.43%) are
educated up to Primary School. In Kaliti more than a half of Hindu males
(52%) are and more than three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%) are
Illiterates.

The age groups of tea garden labourers show that in Silcoorie, over a half
of Hindu males (53.85%) and Hindu females (57.14%) belong to the age
group of 36— 59 years. In Kaliti, three fifths of Hindu males (60%) and
more than three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%) belong to 36— 59 years of
age group.

The type of house found among tea garden labourers of medium
performing tea industries shows that in Silcoorie over three fourths of
Hindu males (76.92%) and more than a half of Hindu females (57.14%)
live in Semi-Pacca houses. In Kaliti majority of both Hindu males (84%)
and Hindu females (87.5%) live in Kachcha (with mud plaster) houses.

All the tea garden labourers in India and Bangladesh, irrespective of their
religion and gender, use chullah/wood. In both the countries the highest
percentage of labourers is using wooden chullah.

Majority of Hindu males (84.62%), all Hindu females and Muslim males
are not having the habit of taking liquor in Silcoorie tea estate. Similarly. in
case of Kaliti tea estate, four fifths of Hindu males (80%), most of the
Hindu females (91.67%) and all Muslim males do not possess the habit of
taking liquor.

Majority of labourers in India are habituated to chewing of Betel Leaf &
Gutka whereas majority of labourers in Bangladesh take Betel leaf (Pan).
Types of crops grown show that in Silcoorie near about two fifths, each, of
Hindu males (38.46%) grow Aush and do not grow crops whereas more
than a half of Hindu females (57.14%) do not grow crops. In Kaliti majority
of Hindu males (88%) do not grow crops and three fifths of Hindu females
(62.5%) grow Amon. The tea garden labourers grow only paddy
irrespective of their genders, religion and tea estatcs.
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12. The status of membership in trade unions reveal that in Silcoorie most

13.

(92.31%) of male Hindus are not members of trade unions and all female
Hindus are members of trade unions whereas all the male Muslims are not
members of trade unions. In Kaliti all the Hindu male and female and male
Muslims are members of trade union.

In Silcoorie tea estate, over two fifths of the Hindu male labourers
(46.15%) attend fait/ mela like Shibo Choturdashi Mela followed by
Barambaba Mela (30.77%) and all Hindu female labourers participate in
Durga Puja Mela, Barambaba Mela but all Muslim male Ilabourers
participate in Eid Mela. In Kaliti, all Hindu male and Hindu female
labourers participate in Durga Puja, Kali Puja Mela whereas all Muslim
male labourers participate in Eid Mela which is similar among labourers in
Silcoorie tea estate.

14. 1V
THE SUMMARY

Socio-economic Characteristics of the Labour in the Low Performing
Industry

All the respondents in both the tea estates of India (Bazrangpure) and
Bangladesh (Rehana) belong to Hindu religion.

Of the respondents, majority (52.00%) belongs to Oriya followed by
Bengali (28.00%), Deshwali (12.00%) and Sadri/Jungly (8.00%). In India
(Bazrangpure) the respondents are comprises of Oriya (54.54%), Bengali
(31.82%) and Deshwali (13.64%) but in Bangladesh, only Sadri/Jungly
(66.67%) and Oriya (33.33%). By gender, of the respondents in
Bazrangpure, majority (males-58.33% and females-50.00%) of them are
Oriya and few (males-16.67% and females-10.00%) of them are Deshwali
while in Bangladesh, all the males belong to Sadri/Jungly and females
belong to Oriya.

Sudras constitutes the largest (90.91% in India and all the respondents in
Bangladesh) caste and none of Vaishya caste is found in Bangladesh. In
Bazrangpure, all the males and majority (80.00%) females belong to Sudra
caste and of female one fifth (20.00%) belong to Vaishya.

Of the total, all the respondents know Bengali and majority (68.00%) of
respondents know Bengali as well as Hindi followed by Bengali with Hindi
and Oriya (20.00%). By gender, all the respondents from both the countries
know Bengali and 8.33% of males know Bhojpuri in Bazrangpure and half
(50.00%) of males know Sadri in Rehana.

Majority (48.00%) of them have emigrated from Orissa, followed by West
Bengal (28.00%). However, none of them from West Bengal is found in

Rehana, from Bihar (18.00%) and Uttar Pradesh (8.00%). Of the
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respondents in Bazrangpure, majority (54.54%) are from Orissa, followed
by West Bengal (31.82%) and Bihar (13.64%) respectively. In Rehana two
third (66.67%) of the respondents are from Uttar Pradesh and one third
(33.33%) from Bihar. By gender wise, of respondents in Bazrangpure,
58.33% males and 50.00% females are from Orissa; West Bengal - 25.00%
males and 40.00% females and Bihar — 16.67% males and 10.00% females.
In Rehana, half (50.00%), each, of males belong to Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
while the females belong to Uttar Pradesh only.

Majority (68.00%) of the respondents from both the countries (in India
68.18% and in Bangladesh 66.67%) have been living since 25-50 years and
12.00% have been living since 1-25 years (in India 9.09% and in
Bangladesh 33.33%), but none of the respondents from Rehana has been
found to live for more than 50 years in the tea garden. Among males in
Bazrangpure, all of them have been living more than 25 years in the garden
but majority (60.00%) of females have been found to live within the period
of 26-50 years and one fifth (20.00%), each, have been living since 1-25
and above 50 years. Moreover, in Rehana, all the male and female
respondents have been living since 1-50 years in the tea garden.

. Of the respondents, majority (76.00%) family have 2-4 members and near
about one fourth (24.00%) have 5-8 members. In Bazrangpure of the
respondents 77.28% have two-four family members while in Rehana have
66.67% but few (22.72% in Bazrangpure and 33.33% in Rehana) of them
have 5-8 members. By gender, in Bazrangpure of the respondents, males
(66.67%) and females (90.00%) of their family have 2-4 members but in
Rehana all the males and females family have 2-4 and 5-8 members
respectively.

Most (52.00%) of the respondents are illiterate, however, in Bazrangpure
majority (54.54%) arc in primary school level. In Rehana, all the
respondents are illiterate. By gender wise in Bazrangpure, two third
(66.67%) of males are in primary school level and rest (33.33) are illiterate;
three fifths (60.00%) of females are illiterate but only one fifth (20.00%)
are in primary school level.

. Most (52.00%) of them are in the age group of 36-59 ycars. In
Bazrangpure, the respondents constitute half (50.00%), each, from the age
groups of both 15-35 years and 36-59 years while in Rehana, two third
(66.67) of the respondents are in the age group of 36-59 years. By gender,
three fourths (75.00%) of males belong to 36-59 years of age group and
four fifths (80.00%) of females belong to the age group of 15-35 years of
Bazrangpure. However, in Rehana, half (50.00%). each, of the male
respondents are from the age group of 15-35 years and 36-59 years and all
the female respondents are from 36-59 years of age.
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From both the countries, four fifths (80.00%) of the respondents are
residing in kachcha (mud plastered) houses and only one fifth (20.00%) in
secmi-pacca houses. In Bazrangpure above three fourths (77.27%) of the
respondents reside in kachcha (mud plastered) house while in Rehana, all
of them - both male and female respondents - reside in kachcha (mud
plaster) houses. However, few (16.67% males and 30.00% females) of
Bazrangpure reside in semi pacca houses.

Majority (60.00%) of the respondents resides in quarter and only two fifths
(40.00%) of them reside in their own house. In Bazrangpure above half
(54.54%) of the respondents reside in quarter and in Rehana, all of them
reside in quarter. By gender, in Bazrangpure, majority (75.00%) of males
reside in their own house whereas majority (90.00%) females reside in
quarter.

Of the respondents, about three fourths (72.00%) have only single living
room and the rest (28.00%) arc having two living rooms. It is found that all
the respondents of Rehana tea labourers and majority (68.19%) of
respondents in Bazrangpure are having single living room but about one
third (31.81%) in Bazra gpure are having two living rooms. By gender
wise, majority (58.33%) of males and fourth fifths (80.00%) of females
have single living room in Bazrangpure.

All of the respondents in both the tea estates use Chullah/fire wood as fuel
for cooking food and other purposes.

Majority (56.00%) of the respondents use ring well as a source of drinking
water followed by public water tap (24.00%), tube well (12.00%) and
private water tap (8.00%). In Bazrangpure majority (59.09%) of the
respondents use ring well while in Rehana, two third (66.67%) of the
respondents use tube well.

. About one third (32.00%) of the respondents are having electricity facility

whereas above two third (68.00%) do not have it in Rehana. In
Bazrangpure, over one third (36.37%) of respondents are connect through
electricity which constitute 58.33% males and 10.00% females
respectively.

Of the total respondents, only 28.00% consume liquor. Of these, 18.19%
are in Bazrangpure and in Rehana, all the respondents take liquor. By
gender, all males of Bazrangpure consume liquor whereas in Rehana, both
males and females consume liquor.

. Of the total respondents, four fifths (80.00%) chew betel leal (pan),

followed by betel leaf with gutka (12.00%) and gutka with tobacco
(8.00%). In Bazrangpure, majority (86.37%) of the respondents chew betel
leaf (pan) while in Rehana, two third (66.67%) of the respondents chew betel leaf
with gutka. By gender, of the males in Bazrangpur, above four fifths
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(83.33%) of the respondents chew betel lcaf (pan) and the rest (16.67%)
chew gutka/tobacco while of the females, nine tenths (90.00%) of them
chew betel leaf (pan) and the rest one tenth (10.00%) chew betel leaf (pan)
with gutka. In Rehana, of the male respondents, all of them chew betel leaf
with gutkha and all female respondents chew betel leaf (pan).

Over four fifths (84.00%) of the respondents have 1-10 katha(s) of
landholding and the remaining 16.00% have 11-20 kathas of land. In
Bazrangpure four fifths (80.00%) of respondents having 1-10 katha(s) and
one fifth (10.00%) have 11-20 kathas. In gender, of males, above four fifths
(83.33%) have 1-10 katha(s) and 16.67% havel1-20 kathas and of females
four fifths (83.33%) have 1-10 katha(s) and 20.00% havel1-20 kathas in
Bazrangpure while in Rehana, all the respondents of both males and
females have 1-10 katha(s) of land holding.

One third (33.33%), each, of the respondents produce Aush and Boro and
16.67%, each, produce Aush with Boro and Amon. Of these, half (50.00%),
each, of male respondents produce Aush with Boro and only Boro while of
the females, half (50.00%) of them produce Aush and one fourth (25.00%)
each produce Boro and Amon crops.

Owing to the small size of land holding, only four, i.e., 16% respondents
are engaged in cultivation and all the males and females respondents
produce only paddy. In Rehana, none of them is engaged in such food grain
cultivation due to small size of land holding.

Three fourths (75.00%) of the respondents use both seed and fertilizer and
one fourth (25.00%) use only seed as an agriculture input. Of these, all the
male respondents use both seed with fertilizer while half (50.00%), each, of
the female respondents use only seed and seed with fertilizer.

Three fourths (75.00%) of the respondents use plough and the rest
(25.00%) use only spade to cultivate it. Of the male respondents, half
(50.00%), each, of them use plough, bullock and spade while in case of
females, all the respondents use plough and bullock.

Near about two third (63.63%) of labourers have cow and goat, followed by
above one third (36.37%) of the respondents who rear hen, pigeon and
duck. Of males, majority (58.33%) rear hen, pigeon and duck and the rest
(41.67%) rear cow and goat while of females, nine tenths 90.00% rear cow
and goat and one tenth (10.00%) rear hen, pigeon and duck.

In Bazrangpure, over three fourth (77.28%) of respondents earned Rs. 1-
500 in a month and about near about one fourth (22.72%) earned Rs. 501-
1000. In Rehana tea estate of Bangladesh, two third (66.67%) of them
earned Taka 1-500 in a month and one third (33.33%) carned Taka 1-500.
By gender, of the respondents in Bazrangpure, 75.00% males and 80.00%
females earned Rs. 1-500; 25.00% males and 20.00% females earned Rs.
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501-1000. In Rehana. half (50.00%) males and all the females are earning
of Taka 1-500 but none of them are earning Taka 501-1000.

Only seven (28.00%) of the respondents join as members of trade union. Of
the respondents in Bazrangpure, 18.19% join the trade union and in
Rehana, all the respondents of both the genders join as members of trade
union. However, in Bazrangpure, half (50.00%), each, of both males and
females joined it.

About three fourths (71.42%) of respondents perform negotiating with
authority for demand of labourers as activities in the union which is
followed by 14.29%, each, who like to create pressure for fulfilling their
demands and take initiative to fulfill their demands. In Bazrangpure, all the
females actively perform negotiating with authority for demand of
labourers and other activities like to create pressure for fulfilling demand
and the males perform to take initiative for fulfilling demand. However, in
Rehana, all the respondents of both the genders actively perform only
negotiating with authority for demand of labourers in the trade union.

None of the respondents in Rehana are the members of any political party
but in Bazrangpure, eighteen (18), i.e., 81.81% of them are found as
members of political parties. Above four fifths (83.33%) of the male
respondents are members of political partics and of the females, four fifths
(80.00%) are the members of political party in either Congress or BJP.

Over three fourths (77.78%) of respondents are members of political party
since 1-10 years and over one fifth (22.22%) of respondents are since 11-20
years. By gender, of the males, four fifths (80.00%) are involved in
political activities as members since 1-10 years and one fifth (20.00%) are
since 11-20 years while of the females, three fourths (75.00%) are since 1-
10 years and one fourth (25.00%) are since 11-20 years.

All the respondents of both the genders who are taking enrolment as
members in any of the political parties are members for their personal
benefit/gain.

Over four fifths (84.00%) of the respondents cast vote and near about one
fifth (16.00%) are involved in political campaign. In Bazrangpure, over
four fifths (81.81%) of the respondents only cast their vote and 18.19% are
involved in political campaign while in Rehana, all the respondents of both
genders cast only vote. However, in Bazrangpure, of the male respondents,
66.67% are involved in casting vote and political campaign (33.33%) but
among the females, all of them only participate in casting their vote.

Of the respondents, two fifths (40.00%) celebrate pujas and worship
Hanumanji, Kali, Mangalabrata and ~Durga, followed by Manasha,
Mahadev and Narayan (32.00%), Mongla (16.00%) and Kali and Durga
(4.00%) respectively. In Bazrangpure, majority (45.45%) of the
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respondents celebrate and worship Hanumanji, Kali, Mangalabrata and
Durga which is followed by Manasha, Mahadev and Narayan (36.36%) and
Mongla (18.19%) while in Rehana, two third (66.67%) of them celebrate
and worship Manasha, Mahadev and Narayan and one third (33.33%)
celebrate and worship Kali and Durga.
32. Of the respondents, above four fifths (84.00%) attend Poush Fair and Shiv
Mela, followed by Durga Puja mela (12.00%) and Vaishakhi mela (4.00%).
In Bazrangpure, most (95.46%) of the respondents attend Poush Mela &
Shiv Mela and few (4.54%) of them attend Vaishakhi Mela while in
Rehana, all the males and females attend only Durga Puja Mela. In case of
Brazrangpure none of the females attends Vaishakhi Mela but all of them
attend Poush Mela and Shiv Mela. Moreover, most (91.67%) of the males
attend Poush Mela and Shiv Mela and few (8.33%) of them attend
Vaishakhi Mela.
\Y
CONCLUSION
In case of high performing tea industries, the labourers of Rosekandy and
Gazipure tea estates are mainly Bhojpuri, Deswali, Bengalee and Oriya. Bhojpuri
labourers have dominates these tea estates. Most of the labourers of Rosekandy
Tea Estate have come from West Bengal whereas most of the labourers of
Gazipure Tea Estate have come from India. In Silcoorie more than a half of Hindu
males are Bengali whereas majority of Hindu females are Bhojpuri. Half, each, of
Muslim males are Deshwali and Bengali whereas in Kaliti tea estate, of the Hindu
tea garden labourers, majority of Hindu males and Hindu females are Deshwali.
But all the tea garden labourers in Bazrangpurc and Rehana of India and
Bangladesh belong to Hindu religion only. In Bazrangpure of India, Oriya
constitutes morc than half of the respondents, followed by Bengali and Deshwali
whereas in Rehana of Bangladesh, Sadri/Jungly is found among two third and
Oriya constitutes only one third. Comparatively, these three estates depicts
different socio-economic conditions of tea garden labourers which have influenced
their work culture and work behaviour in high, medium and low performing tea
industries of India and Bangladesh.
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