
Chapter 4 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF THE RESPONDENTS 

This chapter attempts to understand social, cultural, economic and political 

characteristics of the labourers which constitute their socio-economic background. 

Here, social background means ethnic groups, caste, native place, period of living, 

family population, educational status, age-group, type of house, ownership of 

house, number of\living rooms, type of food, source of drinking water, status of 

electricity etc. which are the factors socially conditioning from behind the work of 

labourers in tea gardens. The chapter is divided into four sections: the first three 

sections have dealt with the social background of the labourers of high performing 

tea industries, medium performing industries and low performing industries in 

India and Bangladesh and the last section concludes the chapter. These are 

analysed here. 

I 
RESPONDENTS IN THE HIGH PERFORMING TEA INDUSTRIES 

This section deals with the social background of the respondents in the 

sampled high performing industries of India and Bangladesh; namely, Rosekandy 

Tea Estate and Gazipure Tea Estate respectively. The high performing tea 

industries from India and Bangladesh produce large quantity of tea. In Rosekandy, 

the quantity of tea production is measured in terms of kg per year. On the other 

hand in Gazipure Tea Estate the quantity of tea production is measured in terms of 

kg per hectare. The socio-economic conditions of labourers of these gardens are 

found better than the medium and low performing tea gardens. The social 

conditions of the labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure are more or less similar. 

These are presented below. 

Ethnic Groups 
In these tea estates there are different ethnic groups such as Oriya, 

Deshwali, Tamil, Bihari, Bhojpuri, Tanti, Dusad, Bengalee and Munda which 

share common activities in their daily life; however, distinctive differences are also 

found amongst them from their cultural behaviour. The distribution of ethnic 

groups in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh is given in 

the following table: 
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Table 4.1 
Ethnic Groups of Labourers in the Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and 

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Ethnic 
Group 

Oriya 

Deshwali 

Tamil 

Bihari 

Bhojpuri 

Tanti 

Dusad 

Bengalee 

Munda 

Total 

(%) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

--

-

--

--

10 

(7142) 

• • 

4 

(28.57) 

--

14 

(100) 

F 

2 

(8) 

--

--

1 

(4) 

16 

(64) 

1 

(4) 

1 

(4) 

4 

(16) 

• • 

25 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(5.12) 

-

1 

(2.56) 

26 

(66.66) 

1 

(2.56) 

1 

(2.56) 

8 

(20.05) 

-

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

-

.... 

.... 

.... 

• • 

2 

(100) 

--

2 

(100) 

F 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

• • 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Iota! 

• -

--

--

--

--

• • 

-

4 

(100) 

• • 

4 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

- • 

-

-

-

10 

(625) 

- • 

6 

(37.5) 

16 

(100) 

F 

2 

(7.4) 

--

• • 

1 

(3.7) 

16 

(59.25) 

1 

(3.7) 

1 

(3.7) 

6 

(22.22) 

• • 

27 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(4.65) 

1 

(2.33) 

26 

(60.46) 

1 

(233) 

1 

(2.33) 

12 

(27.9) 

• 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

7 

(20) 

8 

(22.85) 

2 

(5.71) 

1 

(2.85) 

7 

(20) 

-• 

-

• • 

10 

(28.57) 

35 

(100) 

F 

9 

(25) 

4 

(11.11) 

3 

(8.33) 

• • 

11 

(30.55) 

• -

• • 

9 

(25) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

16 

(22.53) 

12 

(16.9) 

5 

(7.04) 

1 

(1.4) 

18 

(25.35) 

--

-

• • 

19 

(26.76) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

--

1 

(12.5) 

• -

- • 

- • 

--

7 

(87.5) 

8 

(100) 

F 

-

• -

--

1 

(9.09) 

-

• • 

10 

(90.9) 

• • 

11 

(100) 

Total 

-

--

--

2 

(10.52) 

• • 

--

- • 

10 

(52.63) 

7 

(36,84) 

19 

(100) 

G. Tota 

M 

7 

(16.28) 

8 

(18.6) 

2 

(4.65) 

2 

(4.65) 

7 

(16.28) 

• • 

-

17 

(39.54) 

43 

(100) 

F 

9 

(19.15) 

4 

(8.51) 

3 

(6.38) 

1 

(2.13) 

11 

(23.4) 

• -

10 

(21.28) 

9 

(19.15) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

16 

(17.78) 

12 

(13.33) 

5 

(5.56) 

3 

(3.33) 

18 (20) 

10 

(11.11) 

26 

(28.89) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosckandy Tea (Zstale: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gaz.ipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table demonstrates that three fifths of the total labourers of Rosekandy 

Tea Estate (60.46%) are Bhojpuri followed by Bengalee (27.9%). By their religion 

and gender, over three fifths, each, of the Hindu male (71.42%) and female (64%) 

labourers are Bhojpuri. All Muslim male and female labourers are Bengalee. Of 

Gazipure Tea Estate more than one fourth of the total labourers (28.89%) are 

Munda followed by Bhojpuri (20%), Oriya (17.78%) and Deshwali (1.3.3.3%). 

More than one fourth of the Hindu male labourers (28.57%) are Munda whereas 

near about one third of Hindu female labourers (30.55%) are Bhojpuri. Majority of 

Muslim male labourers (87.5%) are Munda and most of the Muslim female 

labourers (90.9%) are Bengalee. Thus, the Bhojpuri labourers dominate Rosekandy 

Tea Estate whereas the Munda labourers dominate Gazipure Tea Estate. 
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Caste 
Caste is an important institution in both Rosekandy and Gazipure tea 

estates of India and Bangladesh, considering different activities and practices that 
they inherit from their past. The five varnas, namely; Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, 
Sudra and Untouchables among the Hindus and groups like Sheikh and Syed 
among Muslims are found among the tea labourers of both the countries. The 
following table shows the distribution of caste by religion and gender in 
Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates: 

Table 4.2 
Castes among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Caste 
group 

Brahmin 

Kshatriya 

Vaishya 

Sudra 

Seil<h 

Total 

(%) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(7.14) 

2 

(1428) 

11 

(78.57) 

14 

(100) 

F 

25 

(100) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(256) 

2 

(512) 

36 

(923) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(100) 

4 

(100) 

M 

1 (6 25) 

2 

(12.5) 

11 

(68.75) 

2 

(12 5) 

16 

(100) 

F 

25 

(9259) 

2 

(7,4) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(2.33) 

2 

(465) 

36 

(8372) 

4 

(93) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

1 

(2.85) 

3 

(8.57) 

16 

(4571) 

15 

(42,86) 

35 

(100) 

F 

2 

(556) 

13 

(36.11) 

21 

(58 33) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(1.4) 

5 

(7.04) 

29 

(40 84) 

36 

(50.7) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

8 

(100) 

8 

(100) 

F 

11 

(100) 

11 

(100) 

total 

19 

(100) 

19 

(100) 

G. Tola 

M 

1 

(2.32) 

3 

(697) 

16 

(37.2) 

15 

(3488) 

8 

(186) 

43 

(100) 

F 

2 

(4.25) 

13 

(27,65) 

21 

(4468) 

11 

(234) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(1.11) 

5 

(5.56) 

29 

(32.22) 

36 

(40) 

19 

(2111) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

2 and in 

This table reveals that majority of the total labourers (83.72%) are Sudras 

followed by Seikh (9.3%). Most (92.59%) of the female and over two thirds 

(68.75%) of the male labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are Sudras. All the 

Muslim labourers are Seikhs whereas all the female Hindu labourers are Sudras. 

Two fifths of the total labourers (40%) Gazipure Tea Estate are Sudras followed by 

Vaisyas (32.22%). Over two fifths (44.68%) of the females and over one third 

(34.88%) of the male labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate are Sudras. Thus, these two 

tea estates are mostly dominated by the Sudra labourers. 

Languages Known 

Labourers of both the tea estates know different languages such as Bengali, 

Hindi, Bhojpuri, Oriya, Mundari etc. to communicate and to express their ideas. 

The following table shows the combination of languages or language known 

among the labourers by religion and gender in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates 

of India and Bangladesh: 
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lablc 4.3 
Languages Known among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and (knder 

(Pereentage in Parentheses) 

Languages 
Known 

Bengali, 

Hindi 

Hindi 

Bengali 

Bengali, 

Hindi. 

Oriya 

Bengali, 

Oriya 

Bengali, 

Bhojpuri 

Bengali, 

Sadri 

Bengafi, 

Hindi, 

Bhojpuri 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(7.141 

13 

(92.85) 

14 

(1001 

F 

15 

(60) 

3 

(12) 

3 

(12) 

4 

(16) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(2.56) 

15 

(38.4S) 

3 

('.691 

3 

(7.69) 

17 

(43.S9) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(100) 

4 

(100) 

u. Total 

M 

1 

(6.25) 

2 

(12.5) 

13 

(81.25) 

16 

(100) 

F 

15 

(55.56) 

3 

(11.11) 

3 

(11.111 

2 

(7.4) 

4 

(14.81) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(2.33) 

15 

(34 88) 

3 

(6.98) 

3 

(6.98) 

4 

(9.3) 

17 

(39.53) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

4 

(11.42) 

4 

(11.42) 

5 

(14.29) 

5 

(14.29) 

5 

(14.29) 

1 

(2.85) 

11 

(31.42) 

35 

(100) 

F 

3 

(8.33) 

4 

(11.11) 

21 

(58.33) 

3 

(8.33) 

3 

(8.33) 

2 

(5.55) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

7 

(9.85) 

8 

(11.26)1 

26 

(36.61) 

5 

(7.04) 

8 

(11.26) 

4 

(5.63) 

13 

(18.3) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(12.5) 

7 

(87.5) 

8 

(100) 

F 

to 

(90.9) 

1 

(9.09) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(5.26) 

17 

(89.47) 

1 

(5.26) 

19 

(100) 

M 

5 

(1162) 

4 

(9.3) 

12 

(27.9) 

5 

(11.62) 

5 

(11.62) 

1 

(2.32) 

11 

(25.58) 

43 

(100) 

G. Tola 

F 

3 

(6.38) 

4 

(8.51) 

31 

(65.95) 

3 

(6.38) 

4 

(8.51) 

2 

(4.25) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

8 

(8.89) 

8 

(8.89) 

43 

(47.78) 

5 

(5.56) 

8 

(8.89) 

5 

(5.56) 

13 

(14.44) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Picld Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea E.state: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table exhibits that near about two fifths of the total labourers (39.53%) 

speak Bengali, Hindi & Bhojpuri followed by Bengali (34.88%). over four fifths 

(81.25%)) of the male labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate know Bengali, Hindi and 

Bhojpuri and over half (55.56%)) of the female labourers know Bengali whereas all 

the Muslim labourers know the combination of Bengali and Sadri. But in Gazipure 

Tea Estate near about half of the total labourers (47.78%o) speak Bengali followed 

by Bengali, Hindi & Bhojpuri (14.44%). Similar distribution is found among the 

Hindu and Muslim labourers. Thus, most of the labourers of these two tea estates 

know Bengali as it is the national language of Bangladesh and local language of 

Barak Valley. 

Native Place 

The tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates have come 

from different places. They are from West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Uttar Pradesh, 

Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Comilla, Tripura, Gujarat, Assam and Karnataka. 

The following table depicts the native place of the tea garden labourers by religion 

and gender in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of hidia and Bangladesh: 
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Tabic 4.4 
Native Places ol" Labourers in lea Estates of India and Bangladesh b) Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Native Places 

West Bengal 

Bihar 

Orissa 

Uttar Pradesh 

Assam 

Karnataka 

Madhyapradesh 

Gujarat 

Comilla 

Tripura 

Total 

(%) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

7 

(50) 

5 

(35.71) 

1 

(7.14) 

1 

(7.14) 

14 

(100) 

F 

8 

(32) 

5 

(20) 

6 

(24) 

6 

(24) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

15 

(38.46) 

10 

(25.64) 

7 

(28) 

7 

(28) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

f 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(100) 

4 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

9 

(56.25) 

5 

(31.25) 

1 

(6.25) 

1 

(6.25) 

16 

(100) 

F 

10 

(37.03) 

5 

(18.51) 

6 

(22.22) 

6 

(22.22) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

19 

(44.19) 

10 

(23.26) 

7 

(16.28) 

7 

(16.28) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

4 

(11.42) 

4 

(11.42) 

4 

(11.42) 

18 

(51.42) 

2 

(5.71) 

3 

(8.57) 

1 

(2.85) 

35 

(100) 

F 

7 

(19.44) 

5 

(13.88) 

9 

(25) 

6 

(16.66) 

2 

(5.55) 

2 

(5.55) 

4 

(11.11) 

1 

(2.77) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

11 

(15.49) 

9 

(12.67) 

13 

(18.3) 

24 

(33.8) 

2 

(2.81) 

4 

(5.63) 

7 

(9.85) 

1 

(1.4) 

1 

(1.4) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(25) 

5 

(62.5) 

1 

(12.5) 

8 

(100) 

F 

1 

(9) 

2 

(18) 

1 

(9) 

7 

(63.63) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(5.2) 

2 

(10.4) 

3 

(15.6) 

12 

(63.15) 

1 (5.2) 

19 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

4 

(9.3) 

4 

(9.3) 

4 

(9.3) 

20 

(<6.51) 

2 

(4.65) 

3 

(6.97) 

6 

(13.95) 

1 (2.32) 

43 

(100) 

F 

8 

(17.02) 

7 

(1489) 

9 

(19.14) 

7 

(14.89) 

2 

(4.25) 

2 

(4.25) 

4 

(8.51) 

1 

(2.12) 

7 

(14.89) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

12 

(13.33) 

11 

(12.22) 

13 

(14.44) 

27 

(30) 

2 

(2.22) 

4 

(4.44) 

7 

(7.78) 

1 

(1.11) 

13 

(14.44) 

1(1.11) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India I'rom Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table shows that more than two fifths of the total labourers (44.19%) 

in Rosekandy Tea Estate are from West Bengal followed by Bihar (23.26%). Half 

of the Hindu (50%) male and about one third (32%) of the Hindu female labourers 

are from West Bengal whereas all the Muslim labourers are from West Bengal. 

About one third (30%) of the total labourers in Gazipure Tea Estate are from Uttar 

Pradesh of India followed by Orissa and Comilla, each, (14.44%). About half 

(46.51%) of the male labourers of have migrated from Uttar Pradesh of India. 

About one fifth (19.14%) of the female labourers are from Orissa. Thus, most of 

the labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are from West Bengal. Most of the 

labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate are from India because before Independence the 

labourers were migrated to Srihatta (Sribhumi). 

Period of Settlement 

The period of settlement indicates the time span during which the labourers 

came and settled in the tea garden. The following table shows the period of 

settlement of the tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of 

India and Bangladesh: 
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Table 4.5 
Period ofUving among Tea Labourers in i'ea lislates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parenlhcses) 

Period ol 
Living in 

Tea 
Garden 

(in years) 

1-25 

26-50 

ADOve 50 

Tolal 

(%) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

8 

(57.U) 

6 

(42 85) 

14 

(100) 

F 

14 

(56) 

11 

(44) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

22 

(56 41) 

17 

(43.58) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Tolal 

3 

(75) 

1 

(25) 

4 

(100) 

U Total 

M 

9 

(5625) 

7 

(4375) 

• 

16 

(100) 

F 

16 

(59-25) 

11 

(4075) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

25 

(5814) 

18 

(41,86) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

29 

(82-85) 

5 

(1428) 

1 

(2-85) 

35 

(100) 

F 

17 

(47 22) 

18 

(50) 

1 

(2 77) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

46 

(64 78) 

23 

(3238) 

2 

(281) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

5 

(625) 

3 

(37 5) 

6 

(100) 

F 

6 

(54,54) 

4 

(3636) 

1 

(9.09) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

11 

(57 89) 

7 

(36-84) 

1 

(5-26) 

19 

(100) 

a Tnlal 

M 

34 

(7906) 

8 

(18,60) 

1 

(232) 

43 

(100) 

F 

23 

(48 93) 

22 

(4680) 

2 

(4-25) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

57 

(63.33) 

30 

(33.33) 

3 

(3.34) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Fstate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table exhibits that about three fifths of the total labourers (58.14%) 
have been residing in Rosekandy Tea Estate for 1-25 years followed by 26-50 
years (41.86%). Similar finding is observed from their religious and gender 
distribution. Over three fifths of the total labourers in Gazipure Tea Estate 
(63.33%) have been residing for 1-25 years followed by 26-50 years (33.33%). 
This common finding is observed from in both tea estates. 

Educational Status 

The educational status of the tea garden labourers of Rosekandy and 
Gazipure tea estates in India and Bangladesh is divided into two categories; 
namely, illiterate and primary school pass. The following table shows the 
educational status of the tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea 
estates of India and Bangladesh: 

Table 4.6 
Educational Status of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Educational 

Status 

Illiterate 

Primary 

Sctiooi 

Total (%) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

4 

(2657) 

10 

(71-42) 

14 

(100) 

F 

9 

(36) 

16 

(64) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

13 

(3333) 

26 

(66-66) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(100) 

4 

(100) 

C Tnlal 

M 

6 

(37-5) 

10 

(626) 

16 

(100) 

F 

11 

(40 74) 

16 

(59-25) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

17 

(3953) 

26 

(60-47) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

23 

(6571) 

12 

(34 28) 

35 

(100) 

F 

18 

(50) 

18 

(50) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

41 

(5774) 

30 

(42 25) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

3 

(37-5) 

5 

(625) 

8 

(100) 

F 

4 

(3636) 

7 

(63 53) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

7 

(36 84) 

12 

(63-15) 

19 

(100) 

G Total 

M 

26 

(60-46) 

17 

(39-53) 

43 

(100) 

F 

22 

(46-80) 

25 

(5319) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

48 

(5333) 

42 

(4667) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Lield Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table exhibits that in Rosekandy tea estate the educational status of 

three fifths of the total labourers (60.47%)) is Primary School followed by illiterate 
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(39.53%). This common pattern is observed from Hindu male and female labourers 

but all the Muslim labourers are illiterate. But more than half of the total labourers 

(53.33%) are illiterate in Gazipure Tea Estate followed by Primary School 

(46.67%) which is similar across their religions and genders. Thus, the literacy rate 

of the labourers in Rosekandy Tea estate is higher than that in Gazipure Tea Estate. 

In India all the Muslim labourers are illiterate whereas over three fifth (63.15%) of 

the Muslim labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate are primary school pass. 

Age Groups 

The age groups of the tea garden labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure tea 

estates of India and Bangladesh are categorised into three different categories: 15-

35 years, 36- 59 years and above 60 years. The following table depicts the age 

groups of the tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India 

and Bangladesh: 

Table 4.7 
Age Groups of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Age 

Group 

15-35 

36-59 

Above 

60 

Total 

(%) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

9 

(6428) 

5 

(3571) 

14 

(100) 

F 

5 

(20) 

15 

(60) 

5 

(20) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

14 

(35.89) 

20 

(51,28) 

5 

(1282) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

F 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(50) 

2 

(50) 

4 

(100) 

a Tnta 

M 

10 

(62 5) 

6 

(37.5) 

16 

(100) 

P 

6 

(2222) 

16 

(59.25) 

5 

(1851) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

16 

(37 21) 

22 

(51 16) 

5 

(11-63) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

9 

(2571) 

22 

(62.85) 

4 

(1142) 

35 

(100) 

F 

6 

(16.66) 

25 

(69.44) 

5 

(13.88) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

15 

(21 12) 

47 

(75.88) 

9 

(12,67) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

4 

(50) 

4 

(50) 

8 

(100) 

F 

1 

(909) 

10 

(909) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

5 

(26.31) 

14 

(73.68) 

19 

(100) 

a Tnlal 

M 

13 

(3023) 

26 

(60 46) 

4 

(93) 

43 

(100) 

F 

7 

(1469) 

35 

(7446) 

5 

(10.63) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

20 

(2222) 

61 

(67.78) 

9(10) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table demonstrates that over half of the total labourers (51.16%) 

belong to the age group of 36-59 years followed by (37.21%) 15-35 and above 60 

(11.63%) years' age groups. Over three fifths of Hindu males (64.28%) belong to 

the age group of 15-35 years whereas three fifths of Hindu females (60%) are from 

36-59 years of age group in Rosekandy Tea Estate are from the age group of 15-35 

years and 36-59 years respectively. Half, each, of the Muslim labourers are from 

the age group of 15-35 years and 36-59 years respectively. Similarly, over three 

fifths of total labourers (67.78%) are from 36-59 years of age group followed by 

15-35 years (22.22%). Similar pattern is observed from religious and gender 

distribution. Thus, most of the labourers of these two tea estates are middle aged 

who belong to the age bracket of 36-59 years. 
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Living Standard 
Living Standard means a level of quality of living. The living standard of 

the tea garden labourers indicates the type of house, ownership of house, number 

of living rooms, type of food, source of drinking water and status of electricity 

facility among tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India 

and Bangladesh. These are discussed below. 

Type of House 

Types of houses found among tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and 

Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh are grouped into kachcha with mud 

pluster, kachcha with bamboo surrounding and semi-pacca. Different types of 

houses among the labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and 

Bangladesh are discussed in the following table: 
Table 4.8 

Types of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 
(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Type of 
House 

Kachcha 

(mud 

pluster) 

Kachcha 

(bamboo 

surrounding) 

Semi-Pacca 

Tolal (%) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

10 

(71.42) 

1 

(714) 

3 

(2142) 

14 

(100) 

F 

11 

(44) 

5 

(20) 

9 

(36) 

25 

(100) 

Tolal 

21 

(53.84) 

6 

(1538) 

12 

(30-76) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 
M 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

F 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(50) 

2 

(50) 

4 

(100) 

G. Tola 

M 

11 

(68.75) 

1 

(6.25) 

4 

(25) 

16 

(100) 

F 

12 

(44 44) 

5 

(1851) 

10 

(37 03) 

27 

(100) 

Tolal 

23 

(5349) 

6 

(13.95) 

14 

(32.56) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 
M 

31 

(88.57) 

4 

(1142) 

35 

(100) 

F 

34 

(94 44) 

2 

(555) 

36 

(100) 

Tolal 

65 

(9154) 

6 

(8.45) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 
M 

5 

(625) 

3 

(37 5) 

e 
(100) 

F 

10 

(909) 

1 

(909) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

15 

(7694) 

4 

(21.05) 

19 

(100) 

G Total 

M 

36 

(83.72) 

7 

(16.27) 

43 

(100) 

F 

44 

(93,61) 

3 

(6,38) 

47 

(100) 

Tolal 

80 

(88 89) 

10 

(1111) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea l-,state: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table demonstrates that more than half of the total labourers in 
Rosekandy Tea Estate (53.49%) live in kachcha (mud pluster) house followed by 
semi-pacca (32.56%) and kachcha (bamboo surrounding) (13.95%)) houses. Similar 
distribution is found from their religious and gender distribution. Half, each, of the 
Muslim labourers are living in kachcha (mud pluster) and semi-pacca houses. 
Majority of the total labourers in Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh (88.89%) are 
living in kachcha houses with mud pluster and the rest live in semi-pacca houses. 
Similar distribution is found from their religion and gender analysis. Thus, most of 
the labourers are living in kachcha houses with mud pluster and a negligible 
portion of them is living in semi-pacca houses. 
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Ownership of House 

Ownership of house determines the socio-economic condition of the 
labourers. The labourers of these two gardens live in their own houses and 
quarters. The following table distributes the labourers into the ownership of house 
into two types. Jt is shown in the following table: 

Table 4.9 
Ownership of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and 

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Ownership 

of House 

Own 

House 

Quarter 

Tola! 

(%) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

-

14 

(100) 

14 

(100) 

F 

25 

(100) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

39 

(100) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

• • 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

• -

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

• • 

4 

(100) 

4 

(100) 

G Total 

M 

-

16 

(100) 

16 

(100) 

F 

27 

(100) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

-

43 

(100) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(285) 

34 

(97.12) 

35 

(100) 

F 

1 

(2.77) 

35 

(97.22) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(2.81) 

69 

(97.18) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

--

8 

(100) 

8 

(100) 

F 

11 

(100) 

11 

(100) 

lolal 

• • 

19 

(100) 

19 

(100) 

G.Tota 

M 

1 

(2.32) 

42 

(97 67) 

43 

(100) 

F 

1 

(2.17) 

46 

(97.87) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(2.22) 

88 

(97.78) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Oala Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table reveals that all the labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are living 
in quarters and only a negligible portion of the Hindu labourers of Gazipure Tea 
Estate in Bangladesh is living in their own houses. It indicates the minimum 
difference in the living standards of the labourers in these tea gardens of India and 
Bangladesh. 

Number oj Living Rooms 

Number of living room indicates the standard of living and economic 
condition of the people. The number of living rooms of the labourers is distributed 
into two different types - single room and double rooms. The following table 
shows the number of living rooms of the labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea 
estates of India and Bangladesh: 

Table4.10 
Number of Living Rooms (Excluding Kitchen) among Tea Garden Labourers of India and 

Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 
(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Number o( 

Living 

Room 

Excluding 

Kilchen 

1 Room 

2 Rooms 

Total {%) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

8 

(5714) 

6 

(4285) 

14 

(100) 

c 

g 

(36) 

16 

(64) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

17 

(4358) 

22 

(5641) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(25) 

3 

(75) 

4 

(100) 

M 

8 

(50) 

8 

(50) 

16 

(100) 

F 

10 

(37 03) 

17 

(6296) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

18 

(4186) 

25 

(58 14) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

25 

(71.42) 

10 

(28.57) 

35 

(100) 

F 

26 

(7222) 

10 

(27.77) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

51 

(7163) 

20 

(2815) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

4 

(50) 

4 

(50) 

8 

(100) 

F 

9 

(8181) 

2 

(1818) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

13 

(68.42) 

6 

(31.57) 

IS 

(100) 

M 

29 

(67 44) 

14 

(32.55) 

43 

(100) 

F 

35 

(74.46) 

12 

(2553) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

64 

(71 11) 

26 

(2889) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 2̂  
Bangladesh fiom Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 
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This table shows that near about three fifths of the total labourers (58.14%) 
in Rosekandy Tea Estate have 2 living rooms followed by 1 living room (41.86%) 
which is found similar from their religious and gender distribution. All the Muslim 
male labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have two living rooms. Over three fifths 
of the total labourers (71.1 !%>) in Gazipure Tea Estate have 1 living room followed 
by 2 living rooms (28.89%)). This pattern is similar across their religions and 
genders. Thus, living standard of the labourers in terms of living room is better in 
Indian tea gardens. 

Kitchen Items 

Kitchen items are also considered as the indicators of living standard. They 
are classified into three categories such as chulha, electric stove and gas stove. The 
kitchen items used by the labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure are shown in the 
following table: 

Table 4.11 
Types of Fuel among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Type of 

Fuel 

Electric-

Stove 

Gas-

stove 

ChullaW 

Fire 

Wood 

Total 

(%) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

-

-

14 

(100) 

14 

(100) 

F 

-

-

25 

(100) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

-

-

39 

(100) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

-

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

-

-

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

-

4 

(100) 

4 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

-

-

16 

(100) 

16 

(100) 

F 

-

-

27 

(100) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

-

43 

(100) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

-

" 

35 

(100) 

35 

(100) 

F 

1 

(2,77) 

-

35 

(97,22) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(14) 

-

70 

(98.59) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

-

1 

(12.5) 

7 

(87.5) 

8 

(100) 

F 

-

-

11 

(100) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(5.26) 

18 

(94.73) 

19 

(100) 

G. Tola 

M 

-

1 

(2 32) 

42 

(97.67) 

43 

(100) 

F 

1 

(2.12) 

46 

(97.87) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(1.11) 

1 

(1.11) 

88 

(97.78) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table exhibits that all the labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have 
chullha and use firewood for cooking whereas only a negligible portion of the 
labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh has electric stove and a few male 
labourers have gas stoves. Thus, most of the labourers of these two tea estates have 
chullha and use firewood for cooking. It shows that labourers of Gazipure Tea 
Estate are not familiar with modern materials which show their economic 
condition. 

Sources of Drinking Water 
The drinking water comes from two major sources: surface water such as 

lakes, rivers and reservoirs and underground water. The source of drinking water is 
indicator of living standard of the people. The sources of drinking water in 
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Rosekandy and Gazipure include private water tap, public water tap, tube well, 
ring well and river. These are shown in the following table: 

Table 4.12 
Sources of Drinking Water among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Source 
of 

Drinking 
Water 

Private 
Water 

lap 
Public 
Water 

lap 
Tube 
Well 
Ring 
Well 

River 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

3 
(2142) 

3 
(21 42) 

3 
(2142) 

1 
(714) 

(2857) 
14 

(100) 

F 

12 
(48) 

7 
(28) 

4 
(16) 
2 

(8) 

25 
(100) 

Total 

15 
(38.46) 

10 
(25,64) 

7 
(17.94) 

3 
(7.69) 

4 

(10.25) 
39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 
(50) 

1 
(50) 

2 
(100) 

F 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

3 
(75) 

1 
(25) 

4 
(100) 

M 

4 
(25) 

4 
(25) 

3 
(18.75) 

1 
(6.25) 

4 
(25) 
16 

(100) 

F 

14 
(51-85) 

7 
(25.92) 

4 
(14.81) 

2 
(7.4) 

27 
(100) 

Total 

18 
(41.86) 

11 
(25 58) 

7 
(16.28) 

3 
(6.98) 

4 
(9 3) 
43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

1 
(285) 

25 
(71.42) 

9 
25.71) 

4 
(11.42) 

35 
(100) 

F 

26 
(7222) 

10 
(27.77) 

36 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(14) 

61 
(7183) 

19 
(26 76) 

71 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

5 
(625) 

3 
(376) 

8 
(100) 

F 

1 
(909) 

6 
(5454) 

4 
(36.36) 

11 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(5.26) 

'1 
(57.89) 

7 
(36.84) 

19 
(100) 

G Total 

M 

1 
(2.32) 

30 
(69,76) 

12 
(27 9) 

43 
(100) 

F 

1 
(212) 

32 
(68 08) 

14 
(29 78) 

47 
(100) 

Tola! 

2 
(2.22) 

62 
(68.89) 

26 
(28.89) 

90 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table shows that over two fifths of the total labourers (41.86%) in 
Rosekandy Tea Estate use private water tap for drinking water followed by public 
water tap (25.58%) and tube well (16.28%). Similar pattern is found from the 
Hindu labourers. Three fourths (75%) of the Muslim labourers: all the female and 
one fourth (25%) of the male labourers have private water tap. The source of 
drinking water from tube well is found common among more than three fifths of 
total labourers (68.89%) in Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh is tube well 
followed by ring well (28.89%). Almost the same trend is found across the 
religious groups and genders. Thus, majority of the labourers of these two gardens 
have sources of drinking water, ie, public water tap and ring well. 
Status of Electricity 

The status of electricity is an important indicator of living standard found 
among the tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and 
Bangladesh which is shown in the following table: 

Table 4.13 
Status of Electricity among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh b\' Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Status of 

Eleclricily 

Yes 

No 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

2 

t14.28) 

12 

(8571) 

14 

(100) 

F 

3 

(12) 

22 

(88) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

6 

(1282) 

34 

(87.17) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(100) 

4 

(100) 

n Tnlal 

M 

2 

(125) 

14 

(87.5) 

16 

(100) 

F 

3 

(11.11) 

24 

(8888) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

5 

(11 63) 

38 

(8837) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

15 

(4285) 

20 

(57 14) 

35 

(100) 

F 

15 

(4166) 

21 

(58 33) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

30 

(4225) 

41 

(5633) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

5 

(62 5) 

3 

(37 5) 

8 

(100) 

F 

4 

(36.36) 

7 

(63.63) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

9 

(47,36) 

10 

(5263) 

19 

(100) 

G Total 

M 

20 

(4651) 

23 

(5348) 

43 

(100) 

F 

19 

(4042) 

28 

(5957) 

47 

(100) 

Tola' 

39 

(43,33) 

51 

(5667) 

90(100) 

Source: l-ield Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 
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This table exhibits that majority of the total labourers (88.37%) in 
Rosekandy Tea Estate do not have electricity and the rest (11.63%) have it. This 
distribution is found similar among Hindu male and female labourers but Muslim 
labourers do not have this facility. More than half of the total labourers (56.67%) 
of Gazipure Tea Estate do not have electricity but more than two fifths (43.33%) 
do not have it. Almost the same trend is found across the religious groups and 
genders. Thus, the living condition of the labourers in Bangladesh is better. 
Food Pattern 

The food pattern indicates the habit of taking food which includes taking 
food, beverage, liquor, addiction of chewing etc. There are no such differences 
found in the habit of taking food and beverage among labourers in Rosekandy and 
Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh. 
Habit of Liquor Consumption 

The habit of liquor consumption denotes whether the tea garden labourers 
are addicted to liquor or not which is analysed in the following table: 

Table 4.14 
Habit of Taking Liquor among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

Habit 

of 

Taking 

Liquor 

Yes 

No 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

6 

(4285) 

8 

(57.14) 

14 

(100) 

F 

2 

(8) 

23 

(92) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

8 

(20.51) 

31 

(79 48) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(100) 

4 

(100) 

( P e r c e n l a g t 

G, Total 

M 

6 

(37 5) 

10 

(62 5) 

16 

(100) 

F 

2 

(7.4) 

25 

(9259) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

8 

(18.6) 

35 

(81.4) 

43 

(100) 

in Paren theses) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

U 

11 

(31,42) 

24 

(68.57) 

35 

(100) 

F 

1 

(278) 

35 

(97 22) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

12 

(169) 

59 

(83 09) 

71 

(100) 

f^uslim 

M 

8 

(100) 

8 

(100) 

F 

1 

(909) 

10 

(90.9) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(5,26) 

18 

(9474) 

19 

(100) 

G, Total 

M 

11 

(2558) 

32 

(74.42) 

43 

(100) 

F 

2 

(426) 

45 

(95 74) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

13 

(14.44) 

77 

(8556) 

90 

(100) 

Souree: Field Data Collceted in India froin Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 0.3-06-12. 

This table exhibits that majority of the total labourers (81.4%) in 
Rosekandy Tea Estate have not taken any liquor whereas near about one tenth 
(18.6%) have this habit. Most (92.59%) of the female and over three fifths (62.5%) 
of the male labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have not taken any liquor. All the 
Muslim labourers are not addicted to any liquor. Similarly, majority of the total 
labourers (85.56%) in Gazipure Tea Estate are not addicted to liquor whereas 
14.44% are addicted to it. Most (95.74%)) of the female labourers and about three 
fourths (74.42%) of the male labourers in Gazipure are not addicted to liquor. 
Thus, most of the labourers are not addicted to liquor. But a small fraction of the 
labourers are addicted to liquor. 
Hahit of Chewing Pan/Gutka 

The people of north-east India as well as Bangladesh are having the habit of 
chewing of betel leaf/gutka/tobacco. The following table shows the habit of 
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chewing pan/gutka among the tea garden labourers in Roselcandy and Gazipure tea 
estates of India and Bangladesh: 

Table 4.15 
Habit ofChcwing Pan/Gulka among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Habit of 

Chewing 

Pan/Gutka 

Betel leaf 

(Pan) 

Leaf& 

Tobacco 

Betel Leaf 

& Gutka 

Tobaco 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

5 

(35.71) 

9 

(6428) 

14 

(100) 

F 

9 

(36) 

13 

(52) 

1 

(4) 

2 

(8) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

14 

(35.89) 

22 

(5641) 

1 

(256) 

2 

(5-13) 

39 

(100) 

Ivluslim 

M 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

F 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(50) 

1 

(25) 

1 

(25) 

4 

(100) 

r. Tola 

M 

6 

(37 5) 

9 

(56 25) 

1 

(6.25) 

16 

(100) 

F 

10 

(37.03) 

14 

(51.85) 

1 

(3.7) 

2 

(7 4) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

16 

(37.21) 

23 

(53.49) 

2 

(4.55) 

2 

(4.65) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

U 

21 

(60) 

13 

(3714) 

1 

(2 85) 

35 

(100) 

F 

17 

(4722) 

19 

(52.77) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

38 

(53,52) 

32 

(45.07) 

71 

(100) 

(Muslim 

M 

7 

(87 5) 

1 

(12.5) 

8 

(100) 

F 

7 

(63 63) 

3 

(27 27) 

1 

(9.09) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

14 

(73.68) 

4 

(2105) 

19 

(100) 

G Tot 

t^ 

28 

(65.11) 

14 

(32.55) 

43 

(100) 

F 

24 

(51.06) 

22 

(46 8) 

1 

(2.12) 

47 

(100) 

3\ 

Total 

52 

(57 76) 

36 

(40) 

1 

(111) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Kslatc: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table reveals that over half of the total labourers of Rosekandy Tea 
Estate (53.49%) take leaf «& tobacco followed by betel leaf (Pan) (37.21%). More 
than three fifths (64.28%) of the Hindu male and over half of Hindu (52%) female 
labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate take leaf and tobacco. Half (50%) of the 
Muslim labourers take betel leaf. Near about three fifths of the total labourers of 
Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh (57.78%) betel leaf (Pan) followed by leaf and 
tobacco (40%). Similar distribution is found from religion and gender analysis. 
Thus, most of the labourers of these two tea gardens are addicted to tobacco, betel 
leaf and guthka. 
Land Holding 

The patterns of Land holding denote the distribution of land, type of land, 
etc. The following table shows patterns of land holding among the tea garden 
labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure of India and Bangladesh: 

Table 4.16 
Patterns of Land Holding among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and (jendcr 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Patterns 
of Land 
Holding 

(,n 
Kattias) 

1.10 

11-20 

Above 
20 kattia 

Landless 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

7 
(50) 

3 
(21.42) 

3 
(2142) 

1 
(7 14) 

14 
(1001 

F 

13 
(52) 

7 
(28) 

5 
(20) 

25 
(100) 

Total 

20 
(51-26) 

10 
25-64) 

8 
(20.51) 

1 
(2.56) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 
(50) 

1 
(50) 

2 
(100) 

F 

1 
(50) 

1 
(50) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

2 

(50) 
2 

(50) 

4 

(100) 

M 

8 
(50) 
4 

(25) 
3 

(1875) 
1 

(625) 
16 

(100) 

F 

14 
(51.85) 

8 
(2962) 

5 
(18.51) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

22 
(51.16) 

12 
(2791) 

8 
(186) 

1 
(2.33) 

43 
(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

18 
(51.42) 

10 
(2857) 

7 

(20) 

35 
(100) 

F 

27 
(75) 
7 

(1944) 

2 
(5-12) 

36 
(100) 

Tola! 

45 
(63 38) 

17 
(23.94) 

7 
(9 85) 

2 
(2.81) 

71 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

7 
(87 5) 

1 
(125) 

8 
(100) 

F 

8 
(72.72) 

3 
(27 27) 

11 
(100) 

Total 

15 
(78.94) 

4 
(21-05) 

19 
(100) 

G Tola 

M 

25 
(5813) 

11 
(25 58) 

7 
(9-3) 

43 
(100) 

F 

35 
(74,46) 

10 
(2127) 

2 
(4 25) 

47 
(100) 

Total 

60 
(66.67) 

21 
(23-33) 

7(7.78) 

2(2 22) 

90(100) 

Source; Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy fca Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea E.state: 24-04-12 to 0.1-06-12. 
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This table demonstrates that over half of the total labourers (51.16%) in 
Rosckandy Tea Estate have 1-10 kathas of land followed by 11-20 kathas of land 
(27.91%) and more than 20 kathas of land (18.6%)). More or less similar 
distribution is found among the Hindu male and female labourers. Half (50%)) of 
the Muslim labourers have 11-20 kathas of land and the rest have 1-10 kathas of 
land. Similarly, more than three fifths of the total labourers (66.67%)) in Gazipure 
Tea Estate have 1-10 kathas of land followed by 11-20 kathas of land (23.33%)). 
About three fourths (74.46%) of the female and about three fifths (58.13%)) of the 
male labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate have 1-10 kathas of land. A small fraction 
of the Hindu labourers have over 20 kathas of land and a negligible portion of the 
Hindu labourers is landless. Thus, majority of the labourers of these tea gardens 
have 1-10 kathas of land and only a negligible portion of the Hindu labourers is 
landless. 

Seasonal Crops Grown 

Seasonal crops grown contains the description of season of the crops 
grown, types of crops, name of crops, agricultural input, implements , animal 
husbandry etc. The types of crops grown by tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and 
Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh include Aush, Amon + Aush and 
Boro + Aush + Amon. The following table shows types of crops grown by the 
labourers: 

Tabl?4.17 
Types of Crops Grown by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Type 
of 

Crops 

Aush 

Amon 

Amon 
+ Aush 

Boro * 
Aush* 
Amon 

No 
crops 
Grown 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

2 
(1428) 

12 
(8571) 

14 
(lOOU 

F 

1(4) 

2 

(8) 

1 

w 
21 

(84) 

25 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(256) 

4 

(1025) 

1 
(2.56) 

33 
(84.61) 

39 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

F 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

4 
(100) 

4 
(100) 

M 

2 
(125) 

2 
(125) 

12 
(75) 

16 
(100) 

F 

3 
(11.11) 

2 
(74) 

1 
(37) 

21 
(77,77) 

27 
(100) 

Total 

5 
(11.63) 

4 
(93) 

1 
(2.33) 

33 
(7674) 

43 
(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

2 
(571) 

15 
(42 85) 

1 
(2.85) 

17 
(48 57) 

35 
(100) 

F 

2 
(5.55) 

6 
(1666) 

28 
(77,77) 

36 
(100) 

Total 

4 
(563) 

21 
(2957) 

1 
(1.4) 

45 
(63 33) 

71 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 
(125) 

7 
(87 5) 

8 

_nooi_ 

F 

2 
(1818) 

1 
(909) 

8 
(7272) 

11 
J100]_ 

Total 

2 
(10 52) 

2 
(1052) 

15 
(78 94) 

19 
(100) 

M 

2 
(465) 

16 
(37.2) 

1 
(2.32) 

24 
(5581) 

43 
(100) 

F 

2 
(425 

2 
(425) 

7 
1627) 

36 
(8372) 

47 
(100) 

Total 

4 
(4.44) 

2 
(2.22) 

23 
(25.56) 

1 
(111) 

60 
(66 67) 

90 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table shows that more than three fourths of the total labourers in 

Rosekandy Tea Estate (76.74%) do not produce any crop while Aush is produced 

more than one tenth of them (11.1 \%). Majority of the Hindu male (85.7l%o) and 

the female labourers (84%o) of Rosekandy Tea Estate do not produce any crop. All 

the Muslim labourers produce Aush. Over three fifths of the total labourers in 
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Gazipure Tea Estate (66.67%) do not produce any crop and one fourth of them 

(25.56%) produce Amon + Aush. Similar finding is observed from their gender 

and religious distribution in this tea estate. Thus, most of the labourers of these tea 

gardens do not produce any crop. All of them produce paddy. 

Agricultural Inputs Used 

The agricultural inputs used by the tea garden labourers of Rosekandy and 

Gazipure tea estates are HYV seeds fertilizers, pesticides and insecticides. Thus, 

the following table shows agricultural inputs used by the tea garden labourers in 

Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh: 

Table 4.18 
Agricultural Inputs Used by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Agricullural
Inputs 
Used 

HYV Seed 

Pesticides 

No inputs 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE

Hindu 

M 

2 

(14,28) 

12 

(85.71)

14 

(100) 

F

2 

(8) 

23 

(92) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(11.42) 

35 

(89.74)

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

-

2 

(100)

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(100)

4 

(100) 

M 

2 

(12.5) 

14 

(87.5)

16 

(100) 

F 

2 

(7.4) 

25 

(92 59)

27 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(9.3) 

39 

(90.7)

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

17 

(48.57)

18 

(5142) 

35 

(100)1 

F 

6 

(16 66) 

30

63.33)

36 

(100) 

Total 

23 

(32-39)

48 

(67.6)

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

8 

(100)

8 

(100) 

F 

1 

(909)

10 

(90.9)

11 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(526)

18 

(94 73) 

19 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

17 

(39.5)

26 

(60-46) 

43 

(100) 

F 

7 

(1489)

40 

(851) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

24 (26 67) 

66 (73.33) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table.exhibits that most of the total labourers in Rosekandy Tea Estate 

(90.7%) do not use any input for agricultural production whereas this percentage is 

73.33% in Gazipure Tea Estate. Labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate and Gazipure

Tea Estate do not produce any crop and use any input for agricultural production.

Almost same trend is found across the religious groups and genders. A small

portion of the labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate use HYV (High Yielding

Variety) seeds and labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate use pesticides as agricultural

inputs. 

Agricultural Implements 

The agricultural implements used by the tea garden labourers of Rosekandy

and Gazipure tea estates are plough, bullocks and .spade, splitter. The following

table shows agricultural implements used by them: 
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Table 4.19 
Agricultural Implements Used by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and 

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Agricullural 

Implements 

Plough. 

Bullocks 

Spade, 

Spinier 

No 

implemenls 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(714) 

1 

(7 14) 

12 

(85.71) 

14 

(100) 

F 

2 

(6) 

23 

(92) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

3 

(769) 

1 

(2.56) 

35 

(8974) 

39 

COO) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(50) 

2 

(50) 

4 

(100) 

C Tola 

M 

3 

(1875) 

1 

(625) 

12 

(75) 

16 

(100) 

F 

2 

(7.4) 

25 

(92.59) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

5 

(1163) 

1 

(2.33) 

37 

(8605) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

3 

(857) 

1 

(285) 

31 

(88.57) 

35 

(100) 

F 

1 

(2.77) 

4 

(11.11) 

31 

(8611) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(563) 

5 

(7.04) 

62 

(87 32) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

8 

(100) 

8 

(100) 

F 

1 

(909) 

10 

(90 9) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(526) 

18 

(94.73) 

19 

(100) 

a Tntal 

M 

3 

(697) 

1 

(232) 

39 

(9069) 

43 

(100) 

F 

1 

(212) 

5 

(1063) 

41 

(87 23) 

47 

(fOO) 

Total 

4 

(444) 

6 

(667) 

80 

(8889) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table demonstrates that majority of the total labourers (86.05%) in 
Rosekandy Tea Estate do not use any agricultural impleinents, over one tenth of 
them (11.63%) use plough, bullocks followed by spade, splitter (2.33%). Majority 
(85.71%) of the Hindu male and most (92%) of the female labourers of Rosekandy 
'lea Estate do not produce any crop and do not use any implement. Most (88.89%) 
of the total labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate do not use any implement in their 
agricultural field. Thus, the labourers who are engaged in agricultural activities are 
still practicing the traditional production system and use plough, bullock, spade 
and splitter in their field. 

Animal Husbandry 

The types of pet animals found among the tea garden labourers of 
Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates are hen, cow, sheep, goat, pigeon and duck. 
The following table shows the animal husbandry among them: 

Table 4.20 
Animal Farming by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Types 

of 

Animal 

Hen. 

Duck. 

Region 

Ck)w. 

Goat. 

Slieep 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

8 

(57.14) 

6 

(4285) 

14 

(100) 

F 

6 

(24) 

19 

(76) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

14 

(3589) 

25 

(64.1) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

3 

(75) 

1 

(25) 

4 

(100) 

G Tntal 

M 

9 

(5625) 

7 

(43.75) 

15 

(100) 

F 

8 

(29-62) 

19 

(70.37) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

17 

(39.53) 

26 

(60.47) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

17 

(4857) 

18 

(5142) 

35 

(100) 

F 

12 

(3333) 

24 

(66.66) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

29 

(40.84) 

42 

(5915) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

04 

(50) 

04 

(50) 

8 

(100) 

F 

02 

(1818) 

09 

(8181) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

06 

(31-57) 

13 

(68.42) 

19 

(100) 

G Total 

M 

21 

(48.8.3) 

22 

(51 16) 

43 

(100) 

F 

14 

(2978) 

33 

(70 21) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

35 

(38 89) 

55 

(61.11) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 
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This table reveals that three fifths of the total labourers (60.47%) in 

Rosekandy Tea Estate have cow, goat, sheep followed by hen, duck and pigeon 

(39.53%). Near about three fifths of the Hindu male (57.14%) labourers have hen, 

•duck and pigeon while more than three fourths of the Hindu females (76%) have 

cow, goat, sheep. Three fourths (75%) of the Muslim female labourers have hen, 

duck and pigeon. Similarly, over three fifths of the total labourers (61.11%) in 

Gazipure Tea Estate cow, goat, sheep followed by hen, duck and pigeon (38.89%). 

Similar distribution is found from their gender and religion analysis. 

Membership of Trade Union 

The status of membership of trade-unions indicates whether the tea garden 

labourers have taken membership in trade unions in their respective countries or 

not. The following table shows the status of membership among the labourers of 

Rosekandy and Gazipure in India and Bangladesh: 
Table 4.21 

Status of Membership in Trade-Unions among Labourers in iJangladcsh by Religion and Gender 
(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Trade union 
Participation 

Yes 

No 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

14 
(100) 

14 
(100) 

F 

24 
(96) 

1(4) 

25 
(100) 

Total 

38 
(97.43) 

1 (2 56) 

39 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

F 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

4 
(100) 

4 
(100) 

M 

16 
(100) 

16 
(100) 

F 

26 
(95.2) 

1 
(37) 
27 

(100) 

Total 

42 
(97.67) 

1 
(2.33) 

43 
(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

35 
(100) 

35 
(100) 

F 

35 
(100) 

36 
(100) 

Total 

71 
(100) 

71 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

e 
(100) 

8 
(100) 

F 

11 
(100) 

11 
(100) 

Total 

19 
(100) 

19 
(100) 

3 Tola 

M 

43 
(100) 

43 
(100) 

F 

47 
(100) 

47 
(100) 

Total 

90 
(100) 

90 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea listatc; 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table exhibits that all the male labourers of both religions and almost 
all (96.2%) of the Hindu female labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have 
participated in trade unions and only a negligible portion of the Hindu female 
labourers have not participated in any such activity whereas all the labourers of 
Gazipure Tea Estate irrespective of their genders and religions have participated in 
the trade union. Thus, the labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate are conscious about 
their rights. 

Trade Union Activities 

The trade union activities among tea garden labourers in Rosekandy and 
Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh include negotiating with authority for 
demand of labourers, to create pressure for fulfilling demand and to take initiative 
for fulfilling demand. The following table shows trade union activities among tea 
garden labourers: 
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Table 4.22 
Trade Union Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and 

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Trade 

Union 

Aclivilies 

Negotiating 

with 

Authority 

for 

Demand of 

Labourers 

Create 

Pressure 

for 

Fulfilling of 

Demand 

Take 

initiative 

for 

Fulfilling of 

Demand 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

12 

(85 7) 

2 

(14 28) 

14 

(100) 

F 

10 

(40) 

5 

(20) 

10 

(40) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

22 

(56,41) 

5 

(1282) 

12 

(30.76) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(50) 

1 

(25) 

1 

(25) 

4 

(100) 

r, Tota 

M 

14 

(87.5) 

2 

(125) 

16 

(100) 

F 

10 

(37.03) 

6 

(2222) 

11 

(40.74) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

24 

(55 61) 

6 

(13.95) 

13 

(3023) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

9 

(25 71) 

23 

{65,71) 

3 

(8,67) 

35 

(100) 

F 

15 

(41,66) 

20 

(5555) 

1 

(277) 

36 

(100) 

Tola! 

24 

(33,8) 

43 

(6056) 

4 

(5,63) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

3 

(37,5) 

5 

(62,5) 

8 

(100) 

F 

6 

(54,54) 

5 

(45,45) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

9 

(47,36) 

10 

(52,63) 

19 

(100) 

r, Tnlal 

M 

12 

(27 9) 

28 

(6511) 

3 

(697) 

43 

(100) 

F 

21 

(48 83) 

25 

(53,19) 

1 

(2,12) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

33 

(36,67) 

53 

(5889) 

4 

(444) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table demonstrates that inore than half of the total labourers (55.81%) 

in Rosekandy Tea Estate negotiate with authority for demand of labourers followed 

by taking initiative to fulfill their demands (30.23%) and creating pressure for 

fulfilling of demand (13.95%). More than four fifths (87.5%) of the male and about 

two fifths (37.83%) of the female labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate mention that 

the trade union negotiate their demands with the authority. Unlikely, about two 

thirds (58.89%) of the total labourers create pressure for fulfilling of demand 

followed by negotiating with authority for demand of labourers (36.67%). Similar 

distribution is found from their religious distribution. More than two thirds 

(65.11%) of the male and over half (53.19%) of the female labourers said that the 

trade union creates pressure to the authority to fulfill their demands. Thus, the trade 

union plays an active role to fulfill their demands to improve their living standard. 

Membership of Political Parties 

The status of membership of political parties denotes whether the tea 

garden labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates are members of political 

parties or not. The following table shows the status of membership of political 

parties among them: 
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Table 4.23 
Status of Membership of Political Parties among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by 

Religion and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Stalus of 
Membership 
o' Political 

Parlies 

Yes 

No 

Toial 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

3 

(2142) 

11 

(78,57) 

14 

(1001 

F 

3 

(12) 

22 

(88) 

25 

(100) 

Tolal 

6 

(15.38) 

33 

(8461) 

39 

(1001 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(1001 

Total 

1 

(25) 

3 

(75) 

4 

(1001 

G Total 

M 

3 

(1875) 

13 

(8125) 

16 

(1001 

F 

4 

(14,81) 

23 

(8518) 

27 

(1001 

Total 

7 

(1628) 

36 

(83,72) 

43 

(1001 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(2,85) 

34 

(9714) 

35 

(100) 

F 

36 

(100) 

36 

(1001 

Total 

1 

(1.4) 

70 

(98 59) 

71 

(1001 

Muslim 

M 

8 

(100) 

8 

(1001 

F 

11 

(100) 

11 

(tool 

Total 

19 

(100) 

19 

(1001 

G Tola 

M 

1 

(2,32) 

42 

(97 67) 

43 

(1001 

F 

47 

(100) 

47 

(1001 

Total 

1 

(1.11) 

89 

(9889) 

90 

(1001 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table demonstrates that majority of the total labourers (83.72%) in 

Rosekandy Tea Estate do not have membership of political parties and the rest 

(16.28%) have membership of different political parties. This pattern is similar 

among the Hindu labourers. All the Muslim male labourers do not have 

membership of political parties. Most of the total labourers (98.89%) in Gazipure 

Tea Estate do not have membership of political parties whereas insignificant 

numbers are having membership of such political parties. This pattern is similar 

among the Hindu and Muslim labourers. Thus, most of the labourers of these two 

tea gardens do not have membership of trade union but only a few of them have 

direct membership of political parties. 

The length of political participation among tea garden labourers of 

Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates is divided into two different time period: 1-10 

years and 11-20 years. Only 8 out of 133 labourers have membership of political 

pailies. The following table shows the length of political participation among the 

labourers of these tea gardens: 
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Table 4.24 
Length of Political Participation among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion 

and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Length of 
Political 

Participation 
(in Years) 

1-10 

11-20 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

2 
(75) 

1 
(25) 

3 
(100) 

F 

1 
(25 

2 
(76) 

3 
(100) 

Total 

3 
(50) 

3 
(60) 

6 
(100) 

Muslim 

F 

1(50) 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(25) 

1 
(100) 

M 

2 
(66 66) 

1 
(3333) 

3 
(100) 

G Total 

F 

1 
(25) 

3 
(75) 

4 
(100) 

Total 

3 
(4286) 

4 
(5714) 

7 
(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA 
ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

0 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

Total 

0 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G. Total 

M 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table exhibits that near about three fifths of the total labourers 
(57.14%) in Rosekandy Tea Estate have been participating in the political activities 
for 11 - 20 years followed by (42.86%) 1-10 years. But three fourths (75%) of the 
male labourers have been participating in the political activities for 1 - 10 years 
and three fourths (75%)) of the female labourers have been participating in the 
political activities for last 11-20 years. All the Hindu male labourers of Gazipure 
Tea Estate have been participating in the political activities from last 11-20 years. 
Thus, the male labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate actively pailicipate in the political 
activities whereas the female labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are more active 
than the males. 

The purposes of taking membership in political parties among tea garden 
labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates of India and Bangladesh are to 
subscribe party ideology and personal gain. The following table shows purposes of 
taking membership in political parties: 

Table 4.25 
Purpose of Taking Membership in Political Parties among Tea Garden Labourers of India and 

Bangladesh by Religion and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Purpose of 

Taking 

Memberstiip 

To Subscribe 

Party Ideology 

For Personal 

Gain 

Total 

H 

M 

3 

(100) 

3 

(100) 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

ndu 

F 

(3333) 

2 

(6666) 

3 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(16.66) 

5 

(83.33) 

6 

(100) 

Muslim 

F 

1 (100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

M 

3 

(100) 

3 

(100) 

G Tola 

F 

1 

(25) 

3 

(75) 

4 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(14.29) 

6 

(85.71) 

7 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA 

ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(100) 

0 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

0 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 
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This table shows that all male and three fourths (75%) of the female 

labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have participated in the political activities for 

their personal gain and one fourth (25%) of the female labourers participate in the 

political activities to subscribe party ideology. On the other hand, all the Hindu 

labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate have participated in the political activities to 

subscribe party ideology. Thus, most of them participated for personal gain from 

the power politics. 

Types of political activities among tea garden labourers include casting 

vote and political campaign which are shown in the following table: 

Table 4.26 
Types of Political Activities among Labourers in Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Type of 

Political 

Activities 

Political 

Campaign 

Casting 

Vote 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

3 

(100) 

3 

(100) 

F 

1 

(3333) 

2 

(6666) 

3 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(1666) 

5 

(83.33) 

6 

(100) 

Muslim 

F 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

fi Total 

M 

3 

(100) 

3 

(100) 

F 

1 

(25) 

3 

(75) 

4 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(14.29) 

6 

(85.71) 

7 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

F 
Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

G Total 

M 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table shows that all male and three fourths (75%)) of the female 

labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have participated in the political activities to 

cast their vote and one fourth (25%) of the female labourers participate in the 

political activities for political campaign. On the other hand, all the Hindu 

labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate have participated in the political activities for 

political campaign. 

Cultural Activities 

The activities associated with the ways of living, beliefs and thinking, 

especially the activities of prayer or Puja which have existed for a longtime in a 

society, mean cultural activities. The labourers have different types of cultural 

activities such as attending fair and festival for celebration. The different types of 

cultural activities perforined by the labourers in Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estate 

are shown in the following table: 
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Table 4.27 
Types of Cultural Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and 

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Type of 
Cultural 

Activities 

Monostia 
Puja, 

Mongalabrata, 
Stiib Puja, 
Kali Puja. 

Laksfimi Puja. 
Hunumanji 

Puja 
Bansakli. 
Monosha. 

Narayan, Kali, 
Shib, Chat 

Puja, Mongia 

Baram Baba 

Mongia, 

Dandarbartha 

Eid-ul-Fitre, 

Eid-uz-zuha 

Eid-ul-Fitre, 

Eid-uz-zuha. 

Muharram 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

13 

(9285) 

1 

(7.14) 

14 

(100) 

F 

12 

m 

8 

(32) 

5 

(20) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

25 

(64 1) 

9 

(23.07) 

5 

(1282) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(100) 

4 

(100) 

M 

13 

(81.25) 

1 

(6.25) 

2 

(52.5) 

16 

(100) 

F 

12 

(44.44) 

8 

(2962) 

5 

(1851) 

2 

(7 4) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

26 

(58.14) 

9 

(2093) 

5 

(11.63) 

4 

(93) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

25 

(71 42] 

7 

(20) 

3 

(8,57) 

35 

(100) 

F 

27 

(75) 

7 

(19.44) 

2 

(5.55) 

35 

(100) 

Total 

52 

(73.23) 

14 

(1971) 

5 

(7 04) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

8 

(100) 

8 

(100) 

F 

11 

(100) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

19 

(100) 

19 

(100) 

G Total 

M 

25 

(338) 

7 

(1627) 

3 

(6 97) 

8 

(186) 

43 

(100) 

F 

27 

(57.44) 

7 

(1489) 

2 

(425) 

11 

(234) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

52 

(57 78) 

14 

(15.56) 

5 

(556) 

19 

(21.11) 

90 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table exhibits that near about three fifths of the total labourers 
(58.14%) in Rosekandy Tea Estate are participating in the cultural activities like 
Monosha Puja, Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, Kali Puja, Lakshmi Puja, Hunumanji 
Puja followed by Bansakti, Monosha, Narayan, Kali, Shib, Chat Puja, Mongia 
(29.62%) and Baram Baba (11.63%). Over four fifths (81.25%) of the male and 
over two fifths (44.44%)) of the female labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are 
participating in the cultural activities like Monosha Puja, Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, 
Kali Puja, Lakshmi Puja, Hunumanji Puja. All the Muslim labourers are 
participating in the cultural activities like Eid-ul-Fitre, Eid-uz-Zuha and Muharram. 
Similarly About three fifths of the total labourers (57.78%) are participating in the 
cultural activities like Monosha Puja, Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, Kali Puja, Lakshmi 
Puja, Hunumanji Puja followed by Eid-ul-Fitre, Eid-uz-zuha (21.11%). Thus, these 
tea gai'den labourers of India and Bangladesh have different cultural activities and 
they participate in these activities. But the Muslim labourers of India are 
participating in Muharram whereas in Bangladesh they do not celebrate Muharram. 

Mela and Fair are the cultural activities of different societies. Different 
types of fair/mela attend by the labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure are shown in 
the following table: 
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Table 4.28 
Types of Fair/Meia attended by Labourers in India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Types of 
Fair/Mela 
altended 

Durga Puja 

Mela 

PoushMela 

Shibo 

Ctiolurdashi 

Mela 

Barambaba 

Mela 

Eid Mela 

Muharram 

Mela 

BaishakhiMela 

Total 

ROSEKANDY TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 
7 

(50) 

4 

(2857) 

1 

(7,14) 

2 

(14.28) 

14 

(100) 

F 
14 

(56) 

11 

(44) 

25 

(100) 

Total 

21 

(5384) 

15 

(38.46) 

1 

(256) 

2 

(5 12) 

39 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

F 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

3 

(75) 

1 

(25) 

4 

(100) 

M 
7 

(43.75) 

4 

(25) 

1 

(625) 

2 

(125) 

1 

(625) 

1 

(6.25) 

16 

(100) 

F 
14 

(5185) 

11 

(40.74) 

2(7.4) 

27 

(100) 

Total 

21 

(48.84) 

15 

(34.88) 

1 

(2-33) 

2 

(4.65) 

3 

(6.98) 

1 

(233) 

43 

(100) 

GAZIPURE TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 
31 

(88.57) 

4 

(11.42) 

35 

(100) 

F 
11 

(3055) 

19 

(52 77) 

6 

(16.66) 

36 

(100) 

Total 

42 

(5915) 

23 

(32.39) 

6 

(845) 

71 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

8 

(100) 

8 

(100) 

F 

11 

(100) 

11 

(100) 

Total 

19 

(100) 

19 

(100) 

G Tola 

M 
31 

(72.09) 

4 

(9.3) 

8 

(18.6) 

43 

(100) 

F 
11 

(23.4) 

19 

(40.42) 

11 

(23.4) 

6 

(12 76) 

47 

(100) 

Total 

42 

(4667) 

23 

(25 56) 

19 

(21.11) 

6 

(667) 

90 

(100) 

Source; Field Data Collected in India from Rosekandy Tea Estate: 01-09-12 to 22-10-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Gazipure Tea Estate: 24-04-12 to 03-06-12. 

This table reveals that near about half of the total labourers (48.84%) in 
Rosekandy Tea Estate attend Durga Puja Mela followed by Poush mela (34.88%). 
Similar distribution is found from the Hindu labourers. All the Muslim male 
labourers have attended the Eid mela and the rest half of the male labourers attend 
Muharram. Similarly, inore than two thirds of the total labourers (46.67%) of 
Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh attend Durga Puja mela followed by Poush 
mela (25.56%). Similar distribution is found from the Hindu labourers but all the 
Muslim labourers have attended the Eid mela. Thus, the labourers of both the 
countries have common cultural elements and festivals. 

II 
RESPONDENTS IN THE MEDIUM PERFORMING TEA INDUSTRIES 

In the present study Siicoorie and Kaliti tea estates are taken as the inedium 
peiforming tea industries in India and Bangladesh respectively because these tea 
industries produce medium quantity of tea as per the criterion used for selection of 
the industries. In Siicoorie Tea Estate, the quantity of tea production is measured in 
terms of kg per year whereas in Kaliti Tea Estate the quantity of tea production is 
measured in terms of kg per hectare. In Siicoorie Tea Estate there is a branch office 
of TOCKLAI Experimental Laboratory whereas there is a centre of Bangladesh 
Tea Research Institute (BTRI) in Kaliti Tea Estate. The labourers of both these 
gardens are having better socio-economic conditions than the low performing tea 
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gardens. The social conditions of the labourers of Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates 
are found more or less similar, which are analysed below. 

Ethnic Groups 
In these tea estates different ethnic groups such as Deshwali, Tamil, Bihari, 

Bhojpuri, Bengali & Munda are found having shared common activities in their 
daily life. It also found distinctive differences of their cultural behaviour among 
them to each ethnic group. The distribution of ethnic groups in Silcoorie and Kaliti 
tea estates of India and Bangladesh are given in the following table: 

Table 4.29 
Ethnic Groups of Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Elhnic 
Group 

Deshwali 

Tamil 

Bihari 

Bhojpuri 

Bengali 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

2 

(15.38) 

4 

(3077) 

7 

(53 85) 

13 

(100) 

F 

6 

(8571) 

1 

(14.29) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(10) 

10 

(50) 

8 

(40) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(50) 

0 

0 

0 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

M 

1 

(667) 

2 

(1333) 

4 

(26,67) 

6 

(5333) 

15 

(100) 

F 

6 

(85.71) 

1 

(14.29) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(455) 

2 

(9.09) 

10 

(4545) 

9 

(40,91) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

13 

(52) 

6 

(24) 

6 

(24) 

25 

(100) 

F 

13 

(54,27) 

11 

(4563) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

26 

(53 06) 

17 

(34,69) 

6 

(12,25) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

13 

(50) 

6 

(23.08) 

7 

(2692) 

26 

(100) 

F 

13 

(5417) 

11 

(45,83) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

26 

(52) 

17 

(34) 

7 

(14) 

50(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate over a half of Hindu males 

(53.33%) are Bengali whereas 85.71% of Hindu females are Bhojpuri. Half, each, 

of Muslim males are Deshwali and Bengali. In Kaliti tea estate, a half of male tea 

garden labourers are Deshwali followed by Bengali (26.92%) and Tamil (23.08%)) 

whereas more than a half of total females are Deshwali (54.17%) followed by 

Tamil (45.83%)). Of the Hindu tea garden labourers, 52%) Hindu males and over a 

half of Hindu females (54.17%)) are Deshwali. 

Caste 
The five varnas, namely; Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, Sudra and 

Untouchables among the Hindus and Sheikh and Syed among the Muslims arc 

found among the tea labourers of both countries. The following table shows the 

distribution of caste by religion and gender in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates: 
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Table 4.30 
Castes among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Caste 

Brahmin 

Kshatfiya 

Vaistiya 

Syed 

Sudra 

Total 

(%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(7.69) 

12 

(92.31) 

13 

(100) 

F 

2 

(28,57) 

5 

(71.43) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(5) 

2 

(10) 

17 

(85) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

0 

2 

(100) 

0 

2 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

M 

1 

(6.67) 

2 

(1333) 

12 

(80) 

15 

(100) 

G Total 

F 

2 

(2857) 

5 

(71.43) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(455) 

2 

(909) 

2 

(9.09) 

17 

(77.27) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

3 

(12) 

1 

(1) 

1 

(4) 

20 

(80) 

25 

(100) 

F 

1 

(4.17) 

2 

(833) 

21 

(87.5) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

3 

(6.12) 

2 

(408) 

3 

(6.12) 

41 

(8367) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

0 

1 

(100) 

0 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

3 

(11 54) 

1 

(385) 

1 

(3-85) 

1 

(384) 

20 

(7692) 

26 

(100) 

F 

1 

(4.17) 

2 

(833) 

21 

(87 5) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

3 

(6) 

2 

(4) 

3 

(6) 

1 

(2) 

41 

(82) 

50 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate majority of the males (80%) and 
over three fifths (71.43%) of the females are Sudra. By religion, similar finding is 
observed among the Hindu labourers but all the Muslim males are Syed. In Kaliti 
tea estate, of the total male tea garden labourers 76.92% are Sudra followed by 
Brahmin (11.54%) whereas majority of the female tea garden labourers (87.5%) 
are Sudra followed by Vaishya (8.33%). 
Languages Known 

Both the tea estates' labourers used colloquial and written languages to 
communicate and to express their ideas in Bengali, Hindi, Bhojpuri, Oriya, 
Mundari etc. The following table shows the language known by the tea garden 
labourers by religion and gender in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and 
Bangladesh: 

Table 4.31 
Languages Known among Labourers in Tea Lslalcs oflndia and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Language 

known 

Bengali, 

Hindi 

Bengali 

Bengali, 

Mundan 

Bengali, 

Btiojpun 

Bengali, 

Hindi, 

Btiojpuri 

Btiojpuri 

Bengali, 

Tamil 

Bengali, 

Btiojpuri, 

Tamil 

Total 

(%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

4 

(30.77) 

9 

(6923) 

13 

(100) 

F 

1 

(14.29) 

4 

(5714) 

2 

(28 57) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

5 

(25) 

13 

(65) 

2 

(10) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 

(100) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

M 

2 

(1333) 

4 

(26.67) 

9 

(60) 

15 

(100) 

G. Total 

F 

1 

(14.29) 

4 

(5714) 

2 

(28.57) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(909) 

5 

(2273) 

13(59.09) 

2 

(9 09) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(-1) 

2 

(8) 

1 

(•1) 

12 

(48) 

1 

(4) 

2 

(8) 

5 

(20) 

1 

(4) 

25 

(100) 

F 

2 

(8-33) 

8 

(3333) 

3 

(125) 

1 

(4 17) 

9 

(37 5) 

1 

(417) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

3 

(6.12) 

2 

(408) 

1 

(2.04) 

20 

(40.82) 

4 

(8.16) 

3 

(612) 

14 

(2857) 

2 

(408) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

1 

(100) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

M 

1 

(3.84) 

3 

(11 54) 

1 

(385) 

12 

(4615) 

1 

(385) 

2 

(7,69) 

5 

(1923) 

1 

(3.85) 

26 

(100) 

G. Total 

F 

2 

(8.33) 

8 

(3333) 

3 

(125) 

1 

(4.17) 

9 

(37.5) 

1 

(417) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

3 

(6) 

3 

(6) 

1 

(2) 

20 

(40) 

4 

(8) 

3 

(6) 

14 

(28) 

2 

(4) 

50 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie lea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 
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The table shows that in Silcooric tea estate three fifths of the males (60%) 
know Bengali, Hindi, Bhojpuri followed by Bengali (26.67%) and over a half of 
the females (57.14%) know Bengali, Hindi, Bhojpuri followed by Bengali 
(28.57%). All the Muslim males know Bengali, Hindi. In Kaliti tea estate, of the 
total male tea garden labourers over two fifths of the males (46.15%) know 
Bengali, Bhojpuri followed by Bengali, Tamil (19.23%)) and near about two fifths 
of the females (37.5%)) know Bengali, Tamil followed by Bengali, Bhojpuri 
(33.33%)). By religion, near about a half of the Hindu males (48%) know Bengali, 
Bhojpuri followed by Bengali, Tamil (20%)) and near about two fifths of the Hindu 
females (37.5%) know Bengali, Tamil followed by Bengali, Bhojpuri (33.33%)) 
whereas all Muslim males know Bengali. 

Native Place 

The tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and 
Bangladesh have come from different native places. They belong to West Bengal, 
Bihar, Orissa, Jharkhand, IJttar Pradesh, Assam, Karnataka and Chattisgarh in case 
of India and Bangladesh. The following table depicts the native place of the tea 
garden labourers by religion and gender in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India 
and Bangladesh: 

Table 4.32 
Native Places of Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Native 
Place 

West 
Bengal 

Bihai 

Utta' 
Pradesti 

Assam 

Tamil 
Nadu 

Haryana 

l>Jepal 

Comilla 

Total 
(%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 
7 

(5385) 

6 
(4615) 

13 

(100) 

F 
1 

(1429) 

5 
(71^42) 

1 
(14.29) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

8 
(40) 

11 
(55) 

1 

(5) 

20 
(100) 

Ivluslim 

M 
1 

(50) 

1 
(50) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(50) 

1 
(50) 

2 
(100) 

M 

8 
(5333) 

7 
(4667) 

15 
(100) 

F 
1 

(1429) 

5 
(71.42) 

1 
(1429) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

9 
(4091) 

12 
(54.54) 

1 
(455) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

5 
(20) 

13 
(52) 

5 
(20) 

1 

(•1) 

1 

("1) 

25 
(100) 

F 

2 
(833) 

12 
(50) 

10 
(4167) 

24 
100) 

Total 

7 
(14.29) 

25 
(51.02) 

15 
(30.61) 

I 
(2.04) 

1 
[204] 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 (100) 

1 (100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G Total 

M 

5 
(19.23) 

13 
(50) 

5 
(1923) 

1 
(385) 

1 
(3.85) 

1 
(385) 

26 
(100) 

F 

2 
(833) 

12 
(50) 

10 
(4167) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

7 
(14) 

25 
(50) 

15 
(30) 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

50 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in 

Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The above table shows that in the Silcoorie tea estate over a half of males 
(53.33%) are from West Bengal followed by Bihar (46.67%) and more than three 
fifths of females (71.42%)) are from Bihar. In Kaliti tea estate of the total male tea 
garden labourers a half of the males (50%)) are from Uttar Pradesh, followed by 
Tamil Nadu and Bihar (19.23%)) and a half of the females (50%) are from Uttar 
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Pradesh followed by Tamil Nadu (41.67%). More than half of Hindu males (52%) 
and half Hindu females (50%) are from Uttar Pradesh. 

Thus, more than half of total labourers in India (54.54%)) are from whereas 
50%) of total labourers in Bangladesh are from Uttar Pradesh of India. 

Period of Settlement 

The period of settlement indicates the period of living of labourers in the 
tea garden. The following table shows the period of settlement of the tea garden 
labourers in the Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh: 

Tabic 4.33 
Period ofLiviiig of Tea Labourers in Tea F.slatcs of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Period of 
Living of 

Tea 
Labourers 
(in years) 

1-25 

26-50 

Above 50 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

8 
(61-54) 

5 
(3846) 

13 
(100) 

F 

6 
(8571) 

1 
(14.29) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

6 
(30) 

9 
(45) 

5 
(25) 

20 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

M 

8 
(5333) 

7 
(4667) 

15 
(100) 

F 

6 
(8571) 

1 
(14,29) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

6 
(27,27) 

9 
(4091) 

7 
(31,82) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(-1) 

22 
(88) 

2(8) 

25 
(100) 

F 

3 
(125) 

15 
(62,5) 

6 
(25) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

4 
(8.16) 

37 
(7551) 

8 
(1633) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 
(100) 

0 

0 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

3 Total 

M 

2 
(7,69) 

22 
(84 62) 

2 
(7,69) 

26 
(100) 

F 

3 
(125) 

15 
(625) 

6 
(25) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

5 
(10) 

37 
(74) 

8 
(16) 

50 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea IZstate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea IF.state: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table points out that in the Silcoorie tea estate, over half of males 
(53.33%)) have been living since 26- 50 years and majority of females (85.71%) 
have been living since 1- 25 years. In the Kaliti tea estate, majority of male tea 
garden labourers (84.62%)) and over three fifths of female tea garden labourers 
(62.5%)) are found to have been living since 26 - 50 years. Over a half of Hindu 
males (88%) and over three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%)) have been living since 
26 - 50 years. 

Thus, two fifths of the total labourers in India (40.91%)) and near about 
three fourths of the total labourers in Bangladesh (74%) have been living since 26-
50 years. 

Educational Status 

The educational status of the tea garden labourers of Silcoorie and Kaliti 
tea estates in India and Bangladesh is categorised into illiterate, primary school, 
middle school and secondary/high school. The following table shows the 
educational status of the tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of 
India and Bangladesh: 
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Table 4.34 
Educational Status of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Educational 

Status 

Illiterate 

Primary 

Sctiool 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

6 

(46.15) 

7 

(53-85) 

13 

(100) 

F 

2 

(2857) 

5 

(71.43) 

7(100) 

Total 

8(40) 

12 

(60) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 (50) 

1(50) 

2(100) 

Total 

1(50) 

1(50) 

2 

(100) 

r, Tntaj 

1̂  

7 

(46.67) 

8 

(53.33) 

15(100) 

F 

2 

(2857) 

5 

(71.43) 

7(100) 

Total 

9 

(40.91) 

13 

(59.09) 

22(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

1̂  

13 

(52) 

12 

(48) 

25 

(100) 

F 

15 

(62.5) 

9 

(37.5) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

28 

(5714) 

21 

(4266) 

49(100) 

li^uslim 

M 

1 (100) 

0 

1 (100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

3 Total 

M 

14 

(53.85) 

12 

(4615) 

26(100) 

F 

15 

(62.5) 

9 

(37.5) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

29 

(58) 

2t 

(42) 

50 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-0.3-12 and in Bangladesh (iom 
Kaliti Tea IZslate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table reveals that in the Silcoorie tea estate, over a half of Hindu males 
(53.85%) and over three fifths of females (71.43%) are educated up to Primary 
School, hi the Kaliti tea garden, over a half of male (53.85%) and more than three 
fifths of female (62.5%) labourers are Illiterates. Over a half of Hindu males (52%) 
and over three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%) are Illiterates. 

Thus, near about three fifths of the total labourers in India (59.09%) are 
educated up to Primary School whereas more or similar proportion of the total 
labourers in Bangladesh are Illiterates which reveals that the educational 
attainments of labourers in India is better than their counteiparts in Bangladesh. 

Age Groups 
The age groups of the tea garden labourers in the Silcoorie and Kaliti tea 

estates of India and Bangladesh are categorised into 15-35, 36-59 and above 60. The 
following table depicts the age groups of the tea garden labourers in the Silcoorie 
and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh: 

Table 4.35 
Age Groups of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Age 

Group 

15-35 

36-59 

Above 

60 

Total 

(%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

5 

(38.46) 

7 

(53.85) 

1 

(7-69) 

13 

(100) 

F 

2 

(2857) 

4 

(57.14) 

1 

(14.29) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

7 

(35) 

11(55) 

2 (6.9) 

20(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

2 

(100) 

0 

2(100) 

Total 

• 

2 

(100) 

-

2 

(100) 

G Total 

M 

5 

(33.33) 

9 

(60) 

1 

(6.67) 

15 

(100) 

F 

2 

(28.57) 

4 

(57.14) 

1 

(1429) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

7 

(31.82) 

13 

(59.09) 

2 

(9.09) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(4) 

9 

(36) 

15 

(60) 

25 

(100) 

F 

5 

(20.83) 

15 

(625) 

4 

(16.67) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

6 

(12.24) 

24 

(48.98) 

19 

(38.78) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(100) 

0 

0 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

" * 

-

1 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

2 

(7.69) 

9 

(34.62) 

15 

(57.69) 

26 

(100) 

F 

5 

(20.83) 

15 

(62.5) 

4 

(16.67) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

7 

(14) 

24 

(48) 

19 

(38) 

50 

(100) 

Source: l-"ieki Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea listatc: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Hangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The data show that in the Silcoorie tea estate, over a half of Hindu males 
(53.85%) and Hindu females (57.14%) belong to 36-59 years of age group. In the 
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Kaliti tea garden, of male tea garden labourers over a half of males (57.69%) 
belong to above 60 years of age group and over three fifths of females (62.5%) 
belong to 36- 59 years age group. Three fifths of Hindu males (60%) and over 
three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%) belong to 36- 59 years of age group. 

Thus, in both the countries, majority of labourers are middle-aged as they 
belong to 36- 59 years of age group. 

Types of House 
Types of houses found among tea garden labourers in the Silcoorie and 

Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh are grouped into kachcha, pacca and 
semi-pacca. The distribution of types of houses of the tea garden labourers in 
Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh is showed in the following 
table: 

Table 4.36 
Types of House among Tea Garden Labourers oflndia and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

([Percentage in Parentheses) 

Type of 

House 

Kachcha 

(with mud 

plaster) 

Kachcha 

{bamboo 

surrounding) 

Semi-Pacca 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

2 

(15.39) 

1 

(7.69) 

10 

(76.92) 

13 

(100) 

F 

1 

(14.29) 

2 

(2857) 

4 

(57.14) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

3 

(15) 

3 

(15) 

14 

(70) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

-

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

R Tola 

M 

2 

(13.33) 

2 

(13.33) 

11 

(73.34) 

15 

(100) 

F 

1 

(14.29) 

2 

(28.57) 

4 

(57.14) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

3 

(1364) 

4 

(18.18) 

15 

(68.18) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

21 

(84) 

-

4 

(16) 

25 

(100) 

F 

21 

(87.5) 

-

3 

(12,5) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

42 

(85.71) 

-

7 

(14.29) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(100) 

0 

0 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

22 

(84,62) 

-

4 

(15.38) 

26 

(100) 

F 

21 

(87.5) 

-

3 

(12,5) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

43 

(86) 

-

7 

(14) 

50 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh From 
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table shows that in the Silcoorie tea estate over three fourths of Hindu 
males (76.92%) and over a half of Hindu females (57.14%) live in semi-pacca 
houses. In the Kaliti tea estate, majority of males (84.62%)) and females (87.5%)) 
live in kachcha (with mud plaster) houses. Majority of Hindu males (84%)) and 
Hindu females (87.5%o) live in Kachcha (with mud plaster) houses. 

Thus, the living condition of labourers in India is better than their 
counterparts in Bangladesh because majority of labourers in India live in semi-
pacca houses whereas majority of labourers in Bangladesh live in Kachcha houses. 
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Ownership of House 
Two types of ownership of house are found among the tea garden labourers 

in the Silcoorie and Kahti tea estates of India and Bangladesh; namely, own house 
and quarter. Their distribution is shown in the following table: 

Table 4.37 
Ownership of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by 

Religion and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Ownership 

of House 

Own 

House 

Quarter 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(7.69) 

12 

(92.31) 

13 

(100) 

F 

3 

(4286) 

4 

(57.14) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(20) 

16 

(80) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

• 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

C Tnto 

M 

1 

(6.67) 

14 

(93.33) 

15 

(100) 

F 

3 

(42.86) 

4 

(57.14) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

4 

(18.18) 

18 

(81.82) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

2 

(8) 

23 

(92) 

25 

(100) 

F 

24 

(100) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(4.08) 

47 

(95.92) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(100) 

0 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

• 

1 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

3 

(11.54) 

23 

(8846) 

26 

(100) 

F 

• 

24 

(100) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

3 

(6) 

47 

(94) 

50 

100) 

Source: iMcld Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Hstate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kalili Tea l-Istale: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The data show that in the Silcoorie tea estate most of Hindu males 
(92.31%) and over a half of Hindu females (57.14%) live in quarters of the estate. 
Similar pattern is found in the Kaliti tea estate. Of the tea garden labourers 
majority of males (88.46%)) and all females (100%)) live in quarters. Very little 
percentage of the labourers in two countries have their own houses. 

Thus, the ownership of house depends on their economic background for 
which they cannot afford to purchase land and live in their own houses. 

Number of Living Rooms 
The number of living rooms excluding kitchen found among the tea garden 

labourers in the Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh comprises 
one and two room sets. The following table shows their distribution pattern: 

Table 4.38 
Number of Living Rooms (Lxcluding Kitchen) among Tea Garden Labourers of India and 

Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 
(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Number 
of Living 
Room 

Excluding 
Kitchen 

1 Room 

2 Rooms 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

12 
(92.31) 

1 
(7,69) 

13 
(100) 

F 

6 
(85,71) 

1 
(14.29) 

7(100) 

Total 

18 
(90) 

2 
(10) 

20 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 
(100) 

0 

2 
(100) 

Total 

2 
(100) 

• 

2 
(100) 

n Tnlal 

M 

14 
(93.33) 

1 
(6,67) 

15 
(100) 

F 

6 
(85.71) 

1 
(14.29) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

20 
(90.91) 

2 
(9.09) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

20 
(80) 

5 
(20) 

25 
(100) 

F 

19 
(7917) 

5 
(20.83) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

39 
(79 59) 

10 
(2041) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 
(100) 

0 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G. Total 

M 

21 
(80.77) 

5 
(19.23) 

26 
(100) 

F 

19 
(79.17) 

5 
(20 83) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

40 
(80) 

10 
(20) 

50 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea H.statc: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea I-:state: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 
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Data show that in the Silcoorie tea estate most of Hindu males (92.31%) 
and majority of females (85.71%) and all Muslim males and this pattern is 
observed in the Kaliti tea estate among majority of males (80.77%) and females 
(79.17%). 

Thus, majority of the labourers have one-room house in both the countries 
which is distressing. 

All the tea garden labourers in India and Bangladesh, irrespective of their 
religion and gender, use chullah/wood. hi both the countries the highest percentage 
of labourers is using wooden chuUah. 

Sources of Drinking Water 
The tea garden labourers in the Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates in India and 

Bangladesh use water tap, public water tap, tube well and ringwell for drinking 
water. The following table shows the sources of drinking water among the tea 
garden labourers of both the estates: 

Table 4.39 
Sources of Drinking Water among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and 

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Drinking 

Water 

Source 

Tube 

well 

Ringwell 

Total 

(%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 

(7.69) 

12 

(92,31) 

13 

(100) 

F 

-

7 

(100) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(5) 

19 

(95) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

• 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

T Tnta 

M 

1 

(6,67) 

14 

(93,33) 

15 

(100) 

F 

-

7 

(100) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(4.55) 

21 

(95.45) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

5 

(20) 

20 

(80) 

25 

(100) 

F 

8 

(33 33) 

16 

(66.67) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

13 

(26.53) 

36 

(73.47) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

-

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

•̂  Total 

M 

5 

(19.23) 

21 

(80.77) 

26 

(100) 

F 

8 

(33.33) 

16 

(66.67) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

13 

(26) 

37 

(74) 

50 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie 'fea Instate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea Hstate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

Data show that most of Hindu males (92.31%) and all Hindu females as 
well as all Muslim males use ringwater for drinking water in the Silcoorie tea 
estate. Of the tea garden labourers in Kaliti tea estate, four fifths of males (80.77%)) 
and over three fifths of females (66.67%) use ringwell for drinking water. This 
pattern is found common irrespective of their religions, and genders in Silcoorie 
and Kaliti tea estates. 

Thus, majority of labourers in India and Bangladesh use ringwell for 
drinking water because of the lack of supply water in these two tea estates. 

Status of Electricity 
The status of electricity is an important indicator of living standard found 

among the tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and 
Bangladesh. Its distribution is shown in the following table: 
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Table 4.40 
Status of Electricity among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Slatus of 

Eleclficity 

Yes 

No 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

13 

(100) 

13 

(100) 

F 

1 

(14 29) 

6 

(65.71) 

7 

(100) 

Tola! 

1 

(5) 

19 

(95) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

R Tola 

M 

15 

(100) 

15 

(100) 

F 

1 

(14,29) 

6 

(85,71) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(455) 

21 

(95.45) 

n 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

10 

(40) 

15 

(60) 

25 

(100) 

F 

8 

(33,33) 

16 

(6667) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

18 

(3673) 

31 

(6327) 

49 

(100) 

f^uslini 

U 

0 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

a Tnlal 

Ivl 

10 

(38,46) 

15 

(61.54) 

26 

(100) 

F 

8 

(33,33) 

16 

(66,67) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

18 

(36) 

32 

(64) 

50 

(100) 

Source; j-'icld Data Collected in India froin Silcoorie Tea F.state: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

Data show that in the Silcoorie tea estate, all Hindu males, majority of 
Hindu females (85.71%) and all Muslim males are not having electricity facility 
which is also more or less similar among tea garden labourers of the Kaliti tea 
estate. 

In Kaliti tea estate no electricity is being used among 61.54% of the total 
inale labourers and above three fifths (66.67%) are working without electricity. 
This pattern is found common across their religions and genders. 

Thus, majority of labourers in India and Bangladesh arc working without 
electricity because of lack of concern from the tea garden management authorities 
in both the countries. 

Beverage Consumption Pattern 
There is no much difference found in the habit of taking food and beverage 

among labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh. The 
tea garden labourers ' habit of liquor consumption is shown in the following table: 

Table 4.41 
Habit of Taking Liquor among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and 

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Habil 

of 

taking 

liquor 

Yes 

No 

Total 

(%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

U 

2 

(1538) 

11 

(84.62) 

13 

(100) 

F 

• 

7 

(100) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(10) 

18 

(90) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

-

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

•; Tnta 

M 

2 

(13,33) 

13 

(8667) 

15 

(100) 

F 

• 

7 

(100) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(9,09) 

20 

(90,91) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

5 

(20) 

20 

(80) 

25 

(100) 

F 

2 

(833) 

22 

(91.67) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

7 

(14.29) 

42 

(85.71) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

L :; Tnlal 

M 

5 

(19.23) 

21 

(80.77) 

26 

(100) 

F 

2 

(8.33) 

22 

(91.67) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

7 

(14) 

43 

(86) 

50 

(100) 

Source; Ticld Data Collected in India From Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in (Bangladesh Croin 
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

Data show that 80.77% of total male labourers of Kaliti tea estate in 
Bangladesh are not addicted to liquor. The similar pattern is observed across the 
categories of religion and gender of labourers in Silcoorie tea estate. In India and 
Bangladesh the labourers take liquor in the evening only. 
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Thus, majority of labourers in both the countries are not addicted to liquor 
considering the evil effects of liquor consumption. 

The people of north-east India as well as Bangladesh are having the habit of 
chewing of betel leaf/gutka/tobacco. The following table shows the habit of 
chewing pan/gutka among the tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea 
estates of India and Bangladesh: 

Table 4.42 
Habit of Chewing Pan/Gulka among lea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Habit of 
Chewing 

Pan/Gutka 

Betel leaf 
(Pan) 

Belel Leaf 
S Gulka 

Tobacco 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

9 
(6923) 

4 
(3077) 

13 
(100) 

F 

7 
(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

9 
(45) 

11 
(55) 

20 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 
(100) 

I 
(100) 

0 

2 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

I 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

C Tnta 

M 

10 
(6667) 

5 
(3333) 

15 
(100) 

F 

7 
(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

10 
(4545) 

12 
(54.55) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

16 
(64) 

9 
(36) 

25 
(100) 

F 

6 
(25) 

18 
(75) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

22 
(44.9) 

16 
(36 73) 

9 
(1837) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 
(100) 

0 

0 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G Total 

M 

17 

(65 38) 

9 
(34.62) 

26 
(100) 

F 

6 
(25) 

18 
(75) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

23 
(46) 

18 
(36) 

9 
(18) 

50 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea lislate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti lea Estate; 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

Data show that in the Silcoorie tea estate over three fifths of Hindu males 
(69.23%) take betel leaf (Pan) and all Hindu females take betel leaf & gutka. In the 
Kaliti tea estate, over three fifths of males (65.38%) take betel leaf (Pan) and three 
fourths of females (75%)) take betel leaf & gutka. Over three fifths of Hindu males 
(64%) take Betel leaf (Pan) and three fourths of Hindu females (75%) take Betel 
Leaf & Gutka. 

Thus, majority of labourers in India are habituated to chewing of Betel Leaf 
& Gutka whereas majority of labourers in Bangladesh take Betel leaf (Pan). 

Land Holding Patterns 
The patterns of land holding denote the distribution of land, type of land, 

etc. The following table shows patterns of land holding among the tea garden 
labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti of India and Bangladesh: 

Table 4.43 
Patterns of Land Molding among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Size of 
Land 

Holding 
(Kathas) 

1-10 

11-20 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

3 
(23.08) 

10 
(76.92) 

13 
(100) 

F 

4 
(5714) 

3 
(4286) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

7 
(35) 

13 
(65) 

20 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2 
(100) 

0 

2 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

r, Tntal 

M 

5 
(3333) 

10 
(66.67) 

15 
(100) 

F 

4 
(5714) 

3 
(4286) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

9 
(40 91) 

13 
(5909) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

15 
(60) 

10 
(40) 

25 
(100) 

F 

14 
(5833) 

10 
(4167) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

29 
(59.18) 

20 
(4082) 

49 
(100) 

lifluslim 

M 

1 
(100) 

0 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G Total 

M 

16 
(61.54) 

10 
(3846) 

26 
(100) 

F 

14 
(5833) 

10 
(41 67) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

30 
(60) 

20 
(40) 

50 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Fstate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 
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The table indicates that in Silcoorie over three fourths of Hindu males 
(76.92%) are having 11-20 kathas of landholding and over a half of the Hindu 
females (57.14%) are having 1-10 kathas of landholding. In Kaliti, over three fifths 
of males (61.54%) and near about three fifths of females (58.33%) are having 1-10 
kathas of landholding. Three fifths of Hindu males (60%) and near about three 
fifths of Hindu females (58.33%) are having 1-10 kathas of landholding. 

Thus, the landholding size of labourers in India is better than their 
counterparts in Bangladesh. 

Seasonal Crops Grown 
The types of crops grown by tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti of 

India and Bangladesh include Aush, Amon + Aush, Boro + Aush + Amon and 
Amon. The following table shows types of crops grown by the labourers: 

Table 4.44 
Types of"Crops Grown by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Typeol 
Crops 

Aush 

Amon * 
Aush 

Boro* 
Aush+ 
Amon 

Amon 

No 
crops 
grown 

Total 
(%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

5 
(3846) 

1 
(7,69) 

2 
(15 38) 

5 
(3847) 

13 
(100) 

F 

2 
(28.57) 

1 
(14.29) 

4 
(5714) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

7 
(35) 

1 

(5) 

1 

(5) 

2 
(10) 

9 
(45) 

20 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 
(50) 

0 

0 

0 

1 
(50) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(50) 

1 
(50) 

2 
(100) 

a Tfilal 

M 

6 
(40) 

1 
(6,67) 

2 
(1333) 

6 
(40) 

15 
(100) 

F 

2 
(28.57) 

1 
(14.29) 

4 
(57.14) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

8 
(36,36) 

1 
(4.55) 

1 
(455) 

2 
(9 09) 

10 
(45.45) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

3 
(12) 

22 
(88) 

25 
(100) 

F 

9 
(37 5) 

15 
(625) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

12 
(2449) 

15 
(30.61) 

22 
(44.9) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(IOC) 

3 Total 

M 

3 
(11.54) 

23 
(8346) 

26 
(100) 

F 

9 
(37 5) 

15 
162.5) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

12 
(24) 

15 
(30) 

23 
(46) 

50 
(100) 

Source: l-"ield Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea Instate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table shows that in Silcoorie near about two fifths, each, of Hindu 
males (38.46%) grow Aush whereas over a half of Hindu females (57.14%)) do not 
grow crops. In Kaliti majority of males (88.46%) do not grow crops and over three 
fifths of females (62.5%) grow Amon. Majority of Hindu males (88%) do not grow 
crops and three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%)) grow Amon. 

Thus, the labourers of both the countries do not grow crops because of their 
small land holding sizes. 

The tea garden labourers of Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates cultivate only 
paddy. The agricultural inputs used by the tea garden labourers of Silcoorie and 
Kaliti tea estates are fertilizers, pesticides and insecticides. Thus the following 
table shows agricultural inputs used by the tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and 
Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh: 
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Table 4.45 
Agricultural inputs Used by Tea Garden Labourers ol"India and Bangladcsli by licligion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Agricultural 

Inputs Used 

HYV Seed 
* Fertilizers 

inseclicides 

HYV Seed 

• Fertilizers 

No input 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

9 

(6923) 

4 

(30,77) 

13 

(100) 

F 

2 

(2857) 

5 

(7143) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

11 

(55) 

9 

(45) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 

(50) 

0 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(50) 

1 

(50) 

2 

(100) 

r, Tntal 

M 

10 

(6667) 

5 

(33-33) 

15 

(100) 

F 

2 

(2857) 

5 

(71.43) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

12 

(5455) 

10 

(45.45) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

19 

(76) 

1 

(4) 

5 

(20) 

25 

(100) 

F 

16 

(66.67) 

8 

(3333) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

35 

(7143) 

1 

(2.04) 

13 

(26-53) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

19 

(7307) 

1 

(3-85) 

6 

(23.08) 

26 

(100) 

F 

16 

(66 67) 

8 

(33-33) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

35 

(70) 

1(2) 

14 

(28) 

50 

(100) 

Source: l"icld Data Collected in India from Silcooric Tea Estate; 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea listate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table shows that in Silcoorie over three fifths of Hindu males (69.23%) 
use HYV seeds + feitilizers + insecticides. In Kaliti of total tea garden labourers 
agricultural inputs used by near about three fourths of males (73.07%) and over 
three fifths of females (66.67%) are HYV seeds+ fertilizers + insecticides. 76% 
Hindu males and 66.67% of Hindu females use HYV seeds+ fertilizers + 
insecticides as agricultural inputs for cultivation. 

Thus, majority of labourers in both the countries use the combination of 
HYV seeds, fertilizers and insecticides. 

The agricultural implements used by the tea garden labourers of Silcoorie 
and Kaliti tea estates are plough, bullocks and spade, splitter. The following table 
shows agricultural implements used by them: 

Table 4.46 
Agricultural Implements Used by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Agricultural 
Implements 

Plough. 
Bullocks 

Spade, 
Splitter 

No 
implements 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

6 
(46.15) 

7 
(5365) 

13 
(100) 

F 

6 
(8571) 

1 
(14.29) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

12 
(60) 

8 
(40) 

20 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

r; Tnia 

M 

6 
CIO) 

9 

(e'o) 
15 

(100) 

F 

6 
(85.71) 

1 
(1429) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

12 
(54 55) 

10 
(4545) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

10 
(40) 

5 
(20) 

10 
(40) 

25 
(100) 

F 

16 
(6667) 

8 
(3333) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

26 
(53 06) 

5 
(10.2) 

18 
(3674) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G. Total 

M 

10 
(38.46) 

5 
(1923) 

11 
(42 31) 

26 
(100) 

F 

16 
(6667) 

8 
(33.33) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

26 
(52) 

5 
(10) 

19 
(38) 

50 
(100) 

.Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The data show that in Silcoorie over half of Hindu males 53.85% do not use 
agricultural implements and majority of Hindu females 85.7i?/o use plough and 
bullocks. In Kaliti, of total tea garden labourers 42.31% males do not use 
agricultural implements but 38.46% of them use plough and bullocks whereas 
66.67% females use plough and bullocks. 40%, each, of Hindu males use plough 

81 



and bullocks and do not use agricultural implements whereas more than three filths 
of Hindu females (66.67%) use Plough, Bullocks. 

Thus, plough and bullocks are commonly used by labourers of India and 
Bangladesh because these are traditional implements used for cultivation. 
Animal Husbandry 

The types of animals found among the tea garden labourers of Silcoorie and 
Kaliti tea estates are hen, cow, goat, pigeon and cow, duck. The following table 
shows the animal farming among them: 

Table 4.47 
Animal Husbandry by Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh b\ Religion and (iender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Types of 
Animal 

Hen. 
Duck, 

Pigeon 

Cow, 
Goal 

Tolal 
(%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

9 
(6923) 

4 
(30.77) 

13(100) 

F 

1 
(1429) 

6 
(8571) 

7 (100) 

Total 

10 
(50) 

10 
(50) 

20 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

2(100) 

0 

2(100) 

Total 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

a Tnlal 

M 

11 
(73.33) 

4 
(2667) 

15(100) 

F 

1 
(14.29) 

6 
(8571) 

7(100) 

Total 

12 
(54.55) 

10 
(4545) 

22(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

11 
(44) 

14 
(56) 

25 
(100) 

F 

11 
(4.17) 

13 
(54.17) 

24(100) 

Total 

22 
(449) 

27 
(551) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 (100) 

0 

1 (100) 

Tolal 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G. Tolal 

M 

12 
(4615) 

14 
(5385) 

26(100) 

F 

11 
(4.17) 

13 
(54 17) 

24(100) 

Total 

23 

27 
(54) 

50 
(100) 

Sourec: l-'icid Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea lEstatc: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh IVom 
Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

Data show that in Silcoorie over three fifths of Hindu males (69.23%) 
reared hen, duck, pigeon and majority of Hindu females (85.71%)) rear cow and 
goat. In Kaliti, of total tea garden labourers types of animals reared by over a half, 
each, of males (53.85%) and females (54.17%) are cow and goat. Over a half of 
Hindu males (56%)) and Hindu females (54.17%) rear cow and goat. 

Thus, hen, duck, pigeon are reared by majority of labourers in India 
whereas majority of labourers in Bangladesh rear cow, goat. 

Monthly Income 

TABLE-4.48 

Monthly Income of the Respondents in Medium Performing Tea Industries in India 
and Bangladesh by Religion and gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Range of income (Rs/Taka) 

Up to 2000 

2001-4000 

Total 

M 
10 

76-92 

03 

23.08 

13 

100 

Silcoorie 

Hindu 

F 
06 

85.71 

01 

14.29 

07 

100 

Total 

16 

80 

04 

20 

20 

100 

Muslim 

M 
01 

50 

01 

50 

02 

100 

Grand total 

M 
11 

73.33 

04 

26.67 

15 

100 

F 
06 

85,71 

01 

14.29 

07 

100 

Kaliti 

Hindu 

M 
22 

88 

03 

12 

25 

100 

F 
18 

75 

06 

25 

24 

100 

Total 

40 

8163 

09 

18.37 

49 

100 

Muslim 

M 
01 

100 

— 

01 

100 

Grand total 

M 
23 

88.46 

03 
11.54 

26 

100 

F 
18 

75 

06 

25 

24 

100 

Source: Field Data Collected from Tea Gardens in India (Silcoorie 06-02-12 to l5-0.3-l2)and Bangladesh 

(Kaliti 05-06-12 to 07-07-12) 

The data reveal that of the respondents in Silcoorie, over four fifths of the 
males (88.46%)) are earning Rs. 2000 in a month and about three fourth of the 
females (75%) earned Rs. 2001-4000. 
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Monthly Saving 
The labourers have generally very low level of saving from their incomes. 

The following two tables show savings of labourers in the medium performing 
industries: 

Table 4.49 
Monthly Savings among the Labourers in India 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Monthly 

Savings (in 
Rs.) 

0-500/ 

Above 500/-

Total 

Hindu 

Male 

30 
(76.93) 

9 
(23.08) 

39 
(100) 

Female 

36 
(85.72) 

6 
(14.29) 

42 
(100) 

Total 

66 
(81.49) 

15 
(18.52) 

81 
(100) 

Muslim 

Male 

02 
(50) 

2 
(50) 

4 
(100) 

Female 

02 
(10) 

-

2 
(100) 

Total 

04 
(66.67) 

02 
(33.33) 

6 
(100) 

G. Tota 

Male 

32 
(74.42) 

11 
(25.59) 

43 
(100) 

Female 

38 
(86.37) 

6 
(13.64) 

44 
(100) 

Total 

70 
(80.40) 

17 
(19.54) 

87 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Siicoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in 
Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

Table 4.50 
Monthly Savings by the Labourers in Bangladesh 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Monthly 
savings 
(in Tk) 

0-500 

Above 500 

Total 

Hindu 

Male 

57 
(91.94) 

05 
(8.06) 

62 
(100) 

Female 

48 
(78.69) 

13 
(21.32) 

61 
(100) 

Total 

105 
(85.37) 

18 
(14.63) 

123 
(100) 

Muslim 

Male 

8 
(88.89) 

01 
(11.11) 

9 
(100) 

Female 

9 
(75) 

3 
(25) 

12 
(100) 

Total 

17 
(80.96) 

4 
(19.05) 

21 
(100) 

G. Total 

Male 

65 
(91.55) 

06 
(8.46) 

71 
(100) 

Female 

57 
(80.29) 

16 
(21.92) 

73 
(100) 

Total 

122 
(84.72) 

22 
(15.28) 

144 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Siicoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in 

Bangladesh from Kaliti Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The data explain that four fifths (80.40%) of labourers save Rs. 0-500/- per 
month and below one fifth (19.54%) save above Rs. 500/- per month in India.In 
Bangladesh, four fifths (84.72%) are saving Tk 0-500 per month, 15.28% are 
saving above Rs. 500/- per month. Saving pattern is amost the same in the two 
countries. 

Trade Unions 
'Barak Cha Sramik Union' in India and 'Bangladesh Cha Sramik Union' in 

Bangladesh are two trade unions. The status of membership of trade-unions among 
the tea garden labourers is shown in the following table: 
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Table 4.51 
Status of Membership in Trade-Unions among Labourers in India and Bangladesh by Religion and Ocnder 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

status of 
lulembership 

Yes 

No 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 
Hindu 

M 

1 
(7.69) 

12 
(92,31) 

13 
(100) 

F 

7 
(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

6 
(40) 

12 
(60) 

20 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

M 

1 
6.67) 

14 
(93.33) 

15 
(100) 

F 

7 
(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

8 
(36 36) 

14 
(63 64) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

25 
(100) 

25 
(100) 

F 

24 
(100) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

49 
(100) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

1 
(100) 

0 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G Total 

M 

26 
(100) 

26 
(100) 

F 

24 
(100) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

50 
(100) 

50 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcooric Tea F.state: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti lea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table reveals that in Silcoorie tea estate 93.33% of males are not 
members of trade union and all females are members of trade union whereas all 
male Muslim labourers are not members of trade union. In Kaliti tea estate all 
labourers irrespective of their religion and gender are members of trade union. 

Thus, labourers in India are not interested in taking membership in trade 
unions but all labourers in Bangladesh have taken membership in different trade 
unions. 

Associational Activities 
The trade union activities among tea garden labourers in Silcoorie and 

Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh include negotiating with authority for 
demand of labourers, to create pressure for fulfilling of demand and to take 
initiative for fulfilling of demand. The following table shows trade union activities 
among tea garden labourers. 

Table 4.52 
Trade Union Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Trade 
Union 

Activities 

Negotiating 
witti 
authority lor 
demand of 
Labourers 
Create 
pressure 
lor fulfilling 
of demand 

Take 
initiative for 
luM'mg ol 
demand 

No activity 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 
M 

1 
(7 69) 

12 
(9231) 

13 
(100) 

F 

2 
(28.57) 

4 
(5714) 

1 
(1429) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

2 
(10) 

5 
(25) 

1 

(5) 

12 
(60) 

20 
(100) 

Muslim 
M 

0 

0 

0 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

Tola! 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

G Total 

M 

1 
(667) 

14 
(93 33) 

15 
(100) 

F 

2 
(28 57) 

4 
(57.14) 

1 
(14,29) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

2 
(9 09) 

5 
(2273) 

1 
(4 65) 

14 
(63.64) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 
M 

15 
(60) 

3 
(12) 

7 
(28) 

25 
(100) 

F 

14 
(58.33) 

2 
(8.33) 

6 
(3334) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

29 
(5918) 

5 
(102) 

15 
(3062) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 
M 

1 
(100) 

0 

0 

0 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G. Tola 

M 

16 
(6154) 

3 
(11.54) 

7 
(26.92) 

26 
(100) 

F 

14 
(5833) 

2 
(8.33) 

8 
(.3334) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

30 
(60) 

5 

(10) 

15 
(30) 

50 
(100) 

Source: I'icid Data Collected in India from Silcooric Tea Fsialc: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea Lstatc: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate 92.31% of Hindu male labourers 
do not perform any trade union activity and more than a half of Hindu female 
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labourers (57.14%) create pressure for fulfilling of demand. In Kaliti tea estate 
three fifths of Hindu male labourers (60%) and near about three fifths of Hindu 
female labourers (59.18%) negotiate with authority for demand of labourers. 

Thus, participation of labourers in trade union activities are found absent 
among male labourers in India whereas both male and female labourers are active 
in trade union activities. 

In both the countries, the trade union has a structure of eleven persons 
including one president, one secretary and the rest as members, l̂ he Bagan 
Panchyat is constituted by election in both countries. Labourers' general problems 
in both countries are latrine, house, health and drinking water. The problems are 
solved by members of elected organization by negotiating with the authority. 
Another organization which is only available in India is Gaon Panchayet formed of 
responsible men/women by elections in the villages. It is local government 
institution. This organization solves all social problems in meetings. 

Membership of Political Parties 

The following table shows the status of membership of political parties 

among them; 

Table 4.53 
Status of Membership ol'l'olilical Parlies among 'Pea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion 

and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 
Status of 

f̂ ^emberstiip 

of Political 

Parties 

Yes 

No 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

4 

(3077) 

9 

(69.23) 

13 

(100) 

F 

7 

(100) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

11 

(55) 

9 

(45) 

20 

(100) 

(Muslim 

(Mates) 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

r; Tnta 

M 

4 

(2667) 

11 

(73.33) 

15(100) 

F 

7 

(100) 

7 

(100) 

Total 

11 

(50) 

11 

(50) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

25 

(100) 

25 

(100) 

F 

24 

(100) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

49 

(100) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

(M) 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

G Total 

M 

26 

(100) 

26 

(100) 

F 

24 

(100) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

50 

(100) 

50 

(100) 

Source; I'icld Data Collected in India from SilcooricTca lislale; 06-02-12 to 15-0.3-12 and in Bangladesh from Kalili Tea 
Hslatc: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate over three fifths of Hindu male 
labourers (69.23%) and Muslim male labourers have not taken membership of 
political parties and all Hindu female labourers have taken membership of polhical 
parties. In Kaliti tea estate all tea garden labourers irrespective of their genders and 
religions have not taken membership of political parties. 

The length of political participation among tea garden labourers of 
Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates is categorized into 0-10 and 11-20 years. The 
following table shows the length of political participation among them. 
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Table 4.54 

Length of Political Participation among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Religion and 

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Length of 

Political 

Participation 

(in years) 

0 - 1 0 

11-20 

No 
participation 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

1 
(7 69) 

1 
(7.69) 

11 
(64.62) 

13 
(100) 

F 

7 
(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

8 
(40) 

1 

(5) 

11 
(55) 
20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

C 

C 

2(100) 

2(100) 

Total 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

M 

1 
(667) 

1 
(667) 

13 
(8667) 

15 
(100) 

F 

7 
(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

8 
(36 36) 

1 
(455) 

13 
(5909) 

22(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

25 
(100) 

25 
(100) 

F 

24 
(100) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

49 
(100) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

1 

(100) 
1 

(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G Tola 

M 

26 
(100) 

26 
(100) 

F 

24 
(100) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

50 
(100) 

50 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie lea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea Fslate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The data show that in Silcoorie tea estate majority of Hindu male labourers 
(84.62%) do not participate in political activities, therefore there is no length of 
participation among them whereas all the Hindu female labourers participate from 
0-10 years. In Kaliti tea estate, all the Hindu male, Hindu female and Muslim male 
labourers do not participate. 

The purposes of taking membership in political parties among tea garden 
labourers in Silcoorie and Kaliti tea estates of India and Bangladesh are to 
subscribe party ideology and for personal gain. The following table shows their 
purposes of taking membership in political parties: 

Table 4.55 
Purpose of Taking Membership in Political Parties among Tea Garden Labourers of India and 

Bangladesh by Religion and Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 

Purpose of 
Taking 

Membership 

Tor 
Personal 

Gain 
No 

membership 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TI-.A LSIATl", 

Hindu 

IVI 

4 

(30.77) 

9 

(69 23) 

13 

(100) 

r 

7 

(100) 

-

7 

(100) 

Total 

I I 

(55) 

9 

(45) 

20 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Total 

-

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

Q 

M 

4 

(26.67) 

I I 

(73,33) 

15 

(100) 

F 

7 

(100) 

-

7 

(100) 

Total 

I I 

(50) 

I I 

(50) 

22 

(100) 

KALITI TLA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

-

25 

(100) 

25 

(100) 

r 

-

24 

(100) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

-

49 

(100) 

49 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

Total 

-

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

G. Total 

M 

-

26 

(100) 

26 

(100) 

I-

-

24 

(100) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

-

50 

(100) 

50 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India froin Silcoorie Tea Lstatc: 06-02-12 to 15-0.3-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti fea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate more than three fifths of Hindu 
male labourers (69.23%) have not taken membership and the purpose of taking 
membership in political parties among 30.77% is for personal gain whereas all the 
Hindu female labourers take membership in political parties for personal gain. In 
Kaliti, all Hindu male, Hindu female and Muslim male labourers have not taken 
membership in political parties. 
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Types of political activities among tea garden labourers include casting 
vote and political campaigning which are shown in the following table: 

Table 4.56 
Types of Political Activities among Labourers in Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Type of 
Political 

Acd'vilies 

Polilical 
campaign 

Casting 
Vote 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

4 
(3077) 

9 
(59.23) 

13 
(100) 

F 

7 
(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

11 
(55) 

9 
(45) 

20 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

G total 

M 

4 
(2567) 

11 
(73-33) 

15 
(100) 

F 

7 
(100) 

7(100) 

Total 

11 
(50) 

11 
(50) 

22 
(100) 

KALITt TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

25 
(100) 

25 
(100) 

F 

24 
(100) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

49 
(100) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

C Tnlal 

M 

26 
(100) 

26 
(100) 

F 

24 

(100) 

24 

(100) 

Total 

50 
(100) 

50 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Instate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kalili Tea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate, over three fifths of Hindu male 
labourers (69.23%) cast vote and more than one fifth of them (30.77%) take part in 
political campaign whereas all Hindu female labourers take part in political 
campaign. All Muslim male labourers cast vote. In Kaliti, all Hindu male and 
female as well as Muslim male labourers cast vote. 
Cultural Activities 

The activities are the ways of living, beliefs and thinking, especially the 
activities of prayer or Puja which have existed for a long time in a society. The 
labourers have different types of prayer or puja, attending in fair and festival for 
celebration as shown in the following table: 

Table 4.57 
Types of Cultural Activities aiTiongTca Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh b\' Religion and 

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 
Type of 
Cultural 
Activities 

Ivlonostia 
Puja, Baram 

Baba. 
Mongalabrata: 
Stiib Puja. Kali 
Puja. Lakstimi 

Puja. 
Hunumanji 

Puja 
Bansaldi. 
Ivlonosha, 

Narayan, Kali. 
Stiib. Chat 

Puia, Mongia 

Kashipuja. 
Grampuja 

Mongta, 
Oandarliartha. 

Ooolpuja 

Eid-ut-Fitre. 
Eid-uz-zufia 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

13 
(100) 

13 
(100) 

F 

7 
(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

20 
(100) 

20 
(1000 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

f; Tnia 

M 

13 
(86,67) 

2 
(1333) 

15 
(100) 

F 

7 
(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

20 
(9091) 

2 (9 09) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

6 
(24) 

5 
(24) 

13 
(52) 

25 
(100) 

F 

5 
(2083) 

7 
(2917) 

12(50) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

11 
(22,45) 

13 
(26 53) 

25 
(5102) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
(100) 

(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G Total 

M 

5 
(23,08) 

6 
(23,08) 

13 
(50) 

1 
(100) 

26 
(100) 

F 

5 
(2083) 

7 
(2917) 

12 
(50) 

24 (100) 

Total 

11 
(22) 

13 
(26) 

25 
(50) 

1(2) 

50 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Silcoorie Tea Estate: 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Pea Estate: 05-06-12 to 07-07-12. 

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate, all the Hindu male and Hindu 
female labourers participate in cultural activities like Monosha Puja, Baram Baba, 
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Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, Kali Puja. Lakshmi Puja, Hunumanji Puja and Muslim 
male labourers participate in cultural activities like Eid-ul-Fitre, Eid-uz-zuha. In 
Kaliti, more than a half of Hindu male (52%) and half of Hindu male labourers 
(50%) participate in cultural activities like Mongla, Dandarbartha, Doolpuja 
whereas Muslim male labourers participate in cultural activities like Eid-ul-Fitre, 
Eid-uz-zuha. 

In both tea estates; namely, Silcoorie and Kaliti, the tea garden labourers 
attend fairs/melas such as Poush Mela, Shiv Mela, Vaishakhi Mela and Durga Puja 
Mela. The following table shows their distribution patterns among tea garden 
labourers: 

Table 4.58 
Types of Fair/Mela attended by Labourer.s in India and Bangladesh by Religion and Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Types of 
Fair/Mela 
attended 

Durga Puja 
Mela, 

Bacambaba 
Mela 

Durga Puja, 
Kali Puja Mela 

Shibo 
Cfioturdashi 

Mela 

Barambaba 
Mela 

Eid Mela 

Total (%) 

SILCOORIE TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

3 
(2308) 

6 
(4615) 

4 
(30.77) 

13 
(100) 

F 

7 

(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

10 
(50) 

6 
(30) 

4 
(20) 

(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

Total 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

M 

3 

(20) 

6 
(40) 

6 
(40) 

15 
(100) 

F 

7 

(100) 

7 
(100) 

Total 

10 
(45.45) 

6 
(27 27) 

6 
(27 27) 

22 
(100) 

KALITI TEA ESTATE 

Hindu 

M 

25 
(100) 

25 
(100) 

F 

24 
(100) 

24 
(100) 

Total 

49 
(100) 

49 
(100) 

Muslim 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

Total 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

G. Tola 

M 

25 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

26 
(100) 

F 

24 
(100) 

24 
l100) 

Total 

49 
(98) 

1(2) 

50 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Colleeled in India from Silcoorie Tea Fstate; 06-02-12 to 15-03-12 and in Bangladesh from 
Kaliti Tea Kstate; 05-06-12 to 07-07-12, 

The table shows that in Silcoorie tea estate, over two Fifths of the Hindu 
male labourers (46.15%) attend fair/ mela like Shibo Choturdashi Mela followed 
by Barambaba Mela (30.77%) and all Hindu female labourers participate in Durga 
Puja Mela, Barambaba Mela whereas all Muslim male labourers participate in Eid 
Mela. In Kaliti, all Hindu male and Hindu female labourers participate in Durga 
Puja, Kali Puja Mela whereas all Muslim male labourers participate in Eid Mela. 
Normally, there exists no tradition of mela or fair in Bangladesh, specially in tea 
garden area. Practically it is arranged only with labourers who own initiative 
within limited sphere but irregularly. Gradually the cultural tradition of 
participation in fairs is becoming weaker in Bangladesh because of the Bengali 
labourers who are less interested to participate in such celebrations along with non-
Bengali workers. 
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Ill 
RESPONDENTS IN THE LOW PERFORMING TEA INDUSTRIES 

Bazrangpurc and Rehana tea estates of India and Bangladesh are taken as 
the low performing tea industries on the basis of quantity of tea production which 
is measured in terms of leg per year and kg per hectare in Bazrangpure and Rehana 
tea estates respectively. In both the tea estates of India (Bazrangpure) and 
Bangladesh (Rehana), all the respondents belong to Hinduism. 
Ethnic Groups 

The composition of ethnic group in Bazrangpure and Rehana of India and 
Bangladesh comprises Oriya, Deshwali, Bengali and .longli/Sadri. The distribution 
of ethnic groups in these two tea estates is given in the following table: 

Table 4.59 
Ethnic Groups of Labourers in Tea Estates of hidia and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Ethnic 
Group 

Oriya 

Deshwali 

Bengali 

Sadri/ 
Jungly (?) 
Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE 

M 

7 
(58.33) 

2 
(16.67) 

3 
(25.00) 

— 

12 
(100) 

F 

5 
(50.00) 

1 
(10.00) 

4 
(40.00) 

— 

10 
(100) 

\ J 

12 
(54.54) 

3 
(13.64) 

7 
(31.82) 

--

22 
(100) 

REHANA TEA ES TATE 

M 

~ 

— 

— 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

1-

1 
(100) 

— 

— 

— 

1 
(100) 

T 

1 
(33.33) 

— 

— 

2 
(66.67) 

3 
(100) 

Grand Total 

M 

7 
(50.00) 

2 
(14.29) 

3 
(21.42) 

2 
(14.29) 

14 
(100) 

1-

6 
(54.54) 

1 
(9.09) 

4 
(36.37) 

— 

11 
(100) 

T 

13 
(52.00) 

3 
(12.00) 

7 
(28.00) 

2 
(8.00) 

25 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The table exhibits that of the respondents, majority (52.00%) belongs to 
Oriya followed by Bengali (28.00%), Deshwali (12.00%) and Sadri/Jungly 
(8.00%). In India (Bazrangpure) the respondents are comprises of Oriya (54.54%)), 
Bengali (31.82%)) and Deshwali (13.64%) but in Bangladesh, only Sadri/.Iungly 
(66.67%) and Oriya (33.33%). 

By gender, of the respondents in Bazrangpure, majority (males-58.33% and 
females-50.00%) of them are Oriya and few (males-16.67% and females-10.00%)) 
of them are Deshwali while in Bangladesh, all the males belong to Sadri/Jungly 
and females belong to Oriya. 

Thus, the ethnic groups of tea workers in the Indian tea estate comprise of 
Oriya, Bengali and Deshwali while in the Bangladesh tea garden are Sadri/Jungly 
and Oriya. 
Caste 

In Bazrangpure two caste groups are found; namely, Vaishya and Sudra 
while in Rehana only Sudra castes of Hindus constitutes the respondents of tea 
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garden labourers. The distribution of caste in Bazrangpure and Rehana is shown in 
the following table: 

Table 4.60 
Castes among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Caste 
Group 

Vaishya 

Sudra 

I'olal (%) 

BAZRANGPURI-: TiiA 
ES'lAII-; 

M 

— 

12 
(100) 

12 
(100) 

1-
2 

(20.00) 
8 

(80.00) 
10 

(100) 

T 
2 

(9.09) 
20 

(90.91) 
22 

(100) 

RliHANA FEAKSTATK 

M 

— 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

F 
— 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

T 

.3 
(100) 

3 
(100) 

(jrand Total 

M 

" 

14 
(100) 

14 
(100) 

F 
2 

(18.18) 
9 

(81.82) 
11 

(100) 

T 
2 

(8.00) 
23 

(92.00) 
25 

(100) 
Source; Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Fslale: 24-j0-12 to 15-11 

from Rehana/ Purbapaliar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 
12 and in Bangladesh 

The study shows that in both the countries the Sudras are the largest 
(90.91% in India and all the respondents in Bangladesh) caste and none of Vaishya 
caste is found in Bangladesh. In Bazrangpure, all the males and majority (80.00%) 
females belong to Sudra caste and of female one fifth (20.00%) belong to Vaishya. 

Thus, majority (90.91%) of tea workers in the Indian tea estate and all the 
workers in Bangladesh tea garden belongs to Sudra caste. 
Languages Known 

In Bazrangpure and Rehana, the tea labourers speak Hindi, Bengali, Oriya 
and Sadri to communicate among themselves. The distribution of languages known 
by the tea garden labourers is given in the following table: 

Table 4.61 
Languages Known among Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Languages Known 

Bengali, 
Hindi 

Bengali 

Bengali, 
Hindi, Oriya 

Bengali, Bhojpuri 

Bengali. Sadri & 
Hindi 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE 
M 
8 

(66,67) 

3 
(25.00) 

1 
(8.33) 

12 
(100) 

F 
8 

(80.00) 

2 
(20.00) 

10 
(100) 

T 
16 

(72.73) 

5 
(2273) 

1 
(454) 

22 
(100) 

REHANA TEA ESTATE 
M 

1 
(5000) 

1 
(5000) 

2 
(100) 

F 
1 

(100) 

1 
(100) 

T 
1 

(3333) 
1 

(3333) 

1 
(33.33) 

3 
(100) 

M 
8 

(57.15) 
1 

(714) 

3 
(2143) 

1 
(714) 

1 
(7.14) 

14 
(100) 

Grand Total 
F 
9 

(8182) 

2 
(1818) 

11 
(100) 

T 
17 

(68.00) 
1 

(4.00) 
5 

(20.00) 
1 

(4.00) 
1 

(400) 
25 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/I'urhapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The table shows that of the total, majority of (68.00%)) respondents know 
Bengali and Hindi, followed by Bengali, Hindi and Oriya (20.00%)). In 
Bazrangpure, all the respondents know Bengali but few (4.54%) of them know 
Bhojpuri which is not found in Rehana. However, in Rehana, all the respondents 
know Bengali and few (33.33%) of them know Sadri which is not found in 
Bazrangpure. By gender, all the respondents from both the countries know Bengali 
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and 8.33% of males know Bhojpuri in Bazrangpure and half (50.00%) of males 
know Sadri in Rehana. 

Thus, all the lea workers in both the Indian and Bangladesh tea estates 
know Bangali but few (4.54% in India and 33.3% in Bangladesh) know Bhojpuri 
and Sadri respectively. 
Native Place 

In the tea garden of India and Bangladesh, the workers are coming from 
different states of India for work such as West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Uttar 
Pradesh. The native places of such tea garden labourers in both the countries are 
given in the following table: 

Table 4.62 
Native Places of Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Native Place 

West 
Bengal 
Bihar 

Orissa 

Uttar 
Pradesh 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURI5 li^A 
HSTATE 

M 
3 

(25.00) 
2 

(16.67) 
7 

(58.33) 
~ 

12 
(100) 

1-
4 

(40.00) 
1 

(10.00) 
5 

(50.00) 
— 

10 
(100) 

r 
7 

(31.82) 
3 

(13.64) 
12 

(54.54) 
— 

22 
(100) 

REHANA TKA ESTA IE 

M 
— 

1 
(50.00) 

— 

1 
(50.00) 

2 
(100) 

1-
— 

" 

— 

1 
(100) 

I 
(100) 

T 
— 

1 
(33.33) 

--

2 
(66.67) 

3 
(100) 

Grand Total 

M 
3 

(21.43) 
3 

(21.43) 
7 

(50.00) 
1 

(7.14) 
14 

(100) 

1-
4 

(36.36) 
1 

(9.09) 
5 

(45.46) 
1 

(9.09) 
II 

(100) 

r 
7 

(28.00) 
4 

(16.00) 
12 

(48.00) 
2 

(8.00) 
25 

(100) 
Source: Pielcl Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-1 

from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea E.statc: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 
12 and in Bangladesh 

The table reveals that majority (48.00%) of respondents are emigrated from 
Orissa, followed by West Bengal (28.00%), however, none of them are found in 
Rehana, Bihar (18.00%) and Uttar Pradesh (8.00%). Of the respondents in 
Bazrangpure, majority (54.54%) are from Orissa, followed by West Bengal 
(31.82%) and Bihar (13.64%) respectively. In Rehana two third (66.67%) of the 
respondents are from Uttar Pradesh and one third (33.33%) from Bihar. 

By gender, of respondents in Bazrangpure, 58.33% males and 50.00% 
females are from Orissa; West Bengal - 25.00 % males and 40.00% females and 
Bihar - 16.67% males and 10.00% females. In Rehana, half (50.00%) each of the 
male belongs to Bihar and Uttar Pradesh while the females are belong to Uttar 
Pradesh only. 

Thus, the tea workers in the Indian tea estate are from West Bengal, Bihar, 
Orissa and Uttar Pradesh while in the Bangladesh tea garden they are from Bihar 
and Uttar Pradesh. 
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Length of Settlement 

The labourers of both India and Bangladesh who are coming and settling in 
the gardens have different periods of time and places. The length of their 
settlement varies from 1 year to above 50 years which has been shown in the 
following table: 

Table 4.63 
Period of Living among Tea Labourers in Tea Estates of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Period of" 
Living/Settlement 

among Tea 
Labourers (in 

years) 
1 - 2 5 

26 - 50 

Above 50 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURL TEA 
ESFATL 

M 

— 

9 
(75.00) 

3 
(25.00) 

12 
(100) 

F 

2 
(20.00) 

6 
(60.00) 

2 
(20.00) 

10 
(100) 

T 

2 
(9.09) 

15 
(68.18) 

5 
(22.73) 

22 
(100) 

REHANA TEA ESTATE 

M 

1 
(50.00) 

1 
(50.00) 

— 

2 
(100) 

F 

~ 

1 
(100) 

— 

1 
(100) 

T 

I 
(33.33) 

2 
(66.67) 

— 

3 
(100) 

Grand Total 

M 

1 
(7.14) 

10 
(71.43) 

3 
(21.43) 

14 
(100) 

1-

2 
(18.18) 

7 
(63.64) 

2 
(18.18) 

11 
(100) 

T 

3 
(12.00) 

17 
(68.00) 

5 
(20.00) 

25 
(100) 

-Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The data show that majority (68.00%) of the respondents from both the 

countries (in India 68.18% and in Bangladesh 66.67%) have been living since 25-

50 years and 12.00% have been living since 1-25 years (in India 9.09% and in 

Bangladesh 33.33%), but none of the respondents from Rehana has been found to 

live for more than 50 years in the tea garden. Among males in Bazrangpure, all of 

them have been living more than 25 years in the garden but majority (60.00%) of 

females have been found to live within the period of 26-50 years and one fifth 

(20.00%), each, have been living since 1-25 and above 50 years. Moreover, in 

Rehana, all the male and female respondents have been living since 1-50 years in 

the tea garden. 

Thus, majority (68.18% in Bazrangpure and 66.67% in Rehana) of the tea 

workers in Indian and Bangladesh tea estate are living since 26-50 years in the tea 

garden. 

Family Size 

In the family of tea workers in India and Bangladesh tea estates, the 

number of family members is having two to four and five to eight. The 

composition of family member in the respondents' family is given in the following 

table: 
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Table 4,64 
Number of Family Member in Respondents' Family by Gender in India and Bangladesh 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Number of 

Family 
Member 

24 

5-8 

Total 

(%) 

BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE 

M 

8 

(66.67) 

4 

(33.33) 

12 

(100) 

F 

9 

(90.00) 

1 

(10.00) 

10 

(100) 

T 

17 

(77.28) 

5 

(22.72) 

22 

(100) 

REHANA TEA ESTATE 

M 

2 

(100) 

2 

(100) 

F 

1 

(100) 

1 

(100) 

T 

2 

(66.67) 

1 

(33.33) 

3 

(100) 

M 

10 

(71.42) 

4 

(28.58) 

14 

(100) 

Grand Total 

F 

9 

(81.81) 

2 

(18.19) 

11 

(100) 

T 

19 

(76.00) 

6 

(24.00) 

25 

(100) 

Source; Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Fstate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Uchana/ Purbapahar Tea iZstate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The table shows that of the total respondents, majority (76.00%) family 
have 2-4 members and near about one fourth (24.00%) have 5-8 members. In 
Bazrangpure of the respondents 77.28% have two-four family members while in 
Rehana have 66.67%) but few (22.72% in Bazrangpure and 33.33%) in Rehana) of 
them have 5-8 members. 

By gender, in Bazrangpure of the respondents, males (66.67%)) and females 
(90.00%) of their family have 2-4 members but in Rehana all the males and 
feinales family have 2-4 and 5-8 members respectively. 

Thus, most (77.28%) in Bazrangpure and 66.67%) in Rehana) of the 
respondents of tea workers in India and Bangladesh of their family are having 2-4 
members. 
Educational Status 

The educational status of the tea labourers in low producing tea industries 
of India and Bangladesh is quite similar. The respondents in these tea garden 
labourers are mostly illiterate and primary school-pass. The following table shows 
the educational status: 

Tabic 4.65 
F.ducational Status of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
F.ducational 

Status 

Illiterate 

Primary 
School 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURi: TEA 
FSTATF 

M 
4 

(3.3.33) 
8 

(66.67) 

12 
(100) 

F 
6 

(60.00) 
4 

(40.00) 

10 
(100) 

• T 
10 

(45.46) 
12 

(54.54) 

22 
(100) 

RFHANA TFA ItS TATF 

M 
2 

(100) 
— 

2 
(100) 

F 
1 

(100) 
" 

1 
(100) 

T 
3 

(100) 
— 

3 
(100) 

Grand Tota l 

M 
6 

(42.86) 
8 

(57.14) 

14 
(100) 

F 
7 

(63.63) 
4 

(36.37) 

11 
(100) 

F 
13 

(52.00) 
12 

(48.00) 

25 
(100) 

Source; Field Data ('ollccted in India from Ba/rangpurc Tea Instate; 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 
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The table shows that most (52.00%) of the respondents arc illiterate, 

however, in Bazrangpurc majority (54.54%) are in primary school level. In 

Rehana, all the respondents are illiterate. By gender wise in Bazrangpure, two third 

(66.67%) of males are in primary school level and rest (33.33) are illiterate; three 

fifths (60.00%) of females are illiterate but only one fifth (20.00%)) are in primary 

school level. 

Thus, most (54.54%)) of the tea workers in the Indian tea estate are in 

primary school level while in the Bangladesh tea garden, all of then are illiterate. 

Age Groups 
Age groups of the respondents in both tea gardens of Bazrangpure and 

Rehana are classified into two categories; namely, 15- 35 years and 36-59 years of 

age. These are shown in the following table: 

Table 4.66 
Age Groups of the Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Age (jRiup of 
the Respondent 

15-35 

3 6 - 5 9 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURElEA 
KSTATE 

M 
3 

(25.00) 
9 

(75.00) 
12 

(100) 

1-
8 

(80.00) 
2 

(20.00) 
10 

(100) 

r 
I I 

(50.00) 
11 

(50.00) 
22 

(100) 

REHANA TEA ESTATE 

M 
1 

(50.00) 
1 

(50.00) 
2 

(100) 

F 

— 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

1 
1 

(.33.33) 
2 

(66.67) 
3 

(100) 

Grand lotal 

M 
4 

(28.58) 
10 

(71.42) 
14 

(100) 

I-
8 

(72.72) 
3 

(27.28) 
11 

(100) 

T 
12 

(48.00) 
13 

(52.00) 
25 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The data show that most (52.00%)) of the labourers are in the age group of 

36-59 years. In Bazrangpure, the respondents constitute half (50.00%)), each, from 

the age groups of both 15-35 years and 36-59 years while in Rehana, two third 

(66.67) of the respondents are in the age group of 36-59 years. By gender, three 

fourths (75.00%)) of males are belonging to 36-59 years of age and four fifths 

(80.00%o) of females belong to the age group of 15-35 years in Bazrangpure. 

However, in Rehana, half (50.00%) each of males are from 15-35 years and 36-59 

years and all the females are from 36-59 years of age. 

Type of House 

The houses of the labourers are classified into kachcha (mud plastered) and 

semi-pacca. The distribution of types of house in Bazrangpure and Rehana is given 

in the following table: 
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Table 4.67 
Types of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Types of House 

Kachcha (Mud 
Plaster) 

Semi-Pacca 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE 
M 
10 

(83.33) 
2 

(16.67) 
12 

(100) 

F 
7 

(70.00) 
3 

(30.00) 
10 

(100) 

T 
17 

(77.27) 
5 

(2273) 
22 

(100) 

REHANA TEA ESTATE 
M 
2 

(100) 

2 
(100) 

F 
1 

(100) 

--

1 
(100) 

T 
3 

(100) 

3 
(100) 

M 
12 

(85.71) 
2 

(14.29) 
14 

(100) 

Grand Tola 
F 
8 

(72.72) 
3 

(27.28) 
11 

(100) 

T 
20 

(80.00) 
5 

(20.00) 
25 

(100) 
Source: Field Data Collecled in India from Bazrangpure Tea F.stale: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rchana/Purbapahar Tea Kslate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

In both the countries four fifths (80.00%) of the respondents are residing in 
kachcha (mud plastered) houses and only one fifth (20.00%) in semi-pacca houses. 
In Bazrangpure above three fourths (77.27%) of the respondents reside in kachcha 
(mud plastered) house while in Rehana, all of them - both male and female 
respondents - reside in kachcha (mud plaster) houses. However, few (16.67%) 
males and 30.00%) females) of Bazrangpure reside in semi pacca houses. 

Ownership of House 

It is found that two types of ownership of house, such as own house and 
quarter, is found among the labourers. The distribution of types of house in 
Bazrangpure and Rehana is shown in the following table: 

Table 4.68 
Ownership of House among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Ownership of 

House 

Own House 

Quarter 

1 otal (%) 

BAZKANGPUR 
ESTATE 

M 
9 

(75.00) 
3 

(25.00) 
12 

(100) 

1-
1 

(10.00) 
9 

(90.00) 
10 

(100) 

-: YEA 

T 
10 

(45.46) 
12 

(54.54) 
22 

(100) 

RFHANA TEA F.STAIE 

M 

— 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

1-

— 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

T 

~ 

3 
(100) 

3 
(100) 

Grand Tola 

M 
9 

(64.29) 
5 

(35.71) 
14 

(100) 

1-
1 

(9.09) 
10 

(90.91) 
11 

(100) 

1 

1 
10 

(40.00) 
15 

(60.00) 
25 

(100) 

Source; Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate; 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The data show that majority (60.00%)) of the respondents reside in quarter 
and only two fifths (40.00%) of them reside in their own house. In Bazrangpure 
above half (54.54%) of the respondents reside in quarter and in Rehana, all of them 
reside in quarter. By gender, in Bazrangpure, majority (75.00%)) of males reside in 
their own house whereas majority (90.00%)) females reside in quarter. 
Number of Living Rooms 

The number of living rooms in these tea gardens comprises the houses of 
single room and two rooms. The distribution of number of living room in the house 
of Bazrangpure and Rehana tea garden labourers (respondents) is given in the 
following table: 
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Table 4.69 
Number o f L iv ing Rooms (Excluding Kitchen) among Tea Garden Labourers o f India and 

Bangladesh by Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 
Number of 

l^iviiig Room 
Lxcluding 

Kitchen 
1 Room 

2 Rooms 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPIJRE TEA 
ESTAIE 

M 

7 
(58.33) 

5 
(41.67) 

12 
(100) 

F 

8 
(80.00) 

2 
(20.00) 

10 
(100) 

1 

15 
(68.19) 

7 
(31.81) 

22 
(100) 

REIIANATEA E.STATK 

M 

2 
(100) 

— 

2 
(100) 

F 

1 
(100) 

— 

1 
(100) 

T 

3 
(100) 

— 

3 
(100) 

( 

M 

9 
(64.29) 

5 
(35.71) 

14 
(100) 

jrand Total 

F 

9 
(81.81) 

2 
(18.19) 

11 
(100) 

T 

18 
(72.00) 

7 
(28.00) 

25 
(100) 

Source: Field Data C'ollected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The above data show that about three fourths (72.00%) of the respondents 
have only single living room and the rest (28.00%) are having two living rooms. It 
is found that all the respondents of Rehana tea labourers and majority (68.19%) of 
respondents in Bazrangpure are having single living room but about one third 
(31.81%) in Bazra gpure are having two living rooms. By gender wise, majority 
(58.33%) of males and fourth fifths (80.00%) of females have single living room in 
Bazrangpure. 

For cooking purpose in both the tea estates of low performing tea garden, 
i.e., Bazrangpure and Rehana use solid fuels such as firewood and cattledung. It is 
due to the availability of forest where they reside and rearing of cows that they use 
cow dung in chullah for cooking. Therefore, all of the respondents use ChuUah/fire 
wood as fuel for cooking food. 
Source of Drinking Water 

The sources of water such as lake and river water are not used by these two 
garden labourers but reservoirs' water through supply water and ground water by 
using tube well and ring well are the main sources of drinking water among the tea 
workers. However, safe drinking water is not enjoyed by them. Therefore, 
frequently workers suffer from diarrhea, choleras and other water-borne diseases. 
The distribution of sources of drinking water in Bazrangpure and Rehana is given 
in the following table: 

Table 4.70 
Sources o f Dr inking Water among Tea Garden Labourers o f India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Source oT 

Drinking Water 

Private Water 
Tap J 

Public Water 
Tap 

Tube Well 

Ring Well 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURETEA 
ESTATE 

M 

--

4 
(33.33) 

— 

8 
(66.67) 

12 
(100) 

1-
2 

(20.00) 
2 

(20.00) 
1 

(10.00) 
5 

(50.00) 
10 

(100) 

T 
2 

(9.09) 
6 

(27.28) 
1 

(4.54) 
13 

(59.09) 
22 

(100) 

REHANA TEA ESTATE 

M 

— 

— 

1 
(50.00) 

1 
(50.00) 

2 
(100) 

F 
— 

~ 

1 
(100) 

" 

1 
(100) 

T 

— 

— 

2 
(66.67) 

1 
(33.33) 

3 
(100) 

( 

M 

— 

4 
(28.57) 

1 
(7.14) 

9 
(64.29) 

14 
(100) 

.irand Total 

F 
2 

(18.18) 
2 

(18.18) 
2 

(18.18) 
5 

(45.46) 
11 

(100) 

T 
2 

(8.00) 
6 

(24.00) 
3 

(12.00) 
14 

(56.00) 
25 

(100) 
Source: Field Data Collected in India from l^azrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 
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Data show that majority (56.00%) of the respondents use ring well as a 
source of drinking water followed by public water tap (24.00%), tube well 
(12.00%) and private water tap (8.00%). In Bazrangpure majority (59.09%) of the 
respondents use ring well while in Rehana, two third (66.67%)) of the respondents 
use tube well. 
Status of Electricity 

In these tea gardens the labourers are connected through electricity to light 
their houses and for different purposes. The distribution of respondents to such 
categories is given in the following table: 

Table 4.71 
Status of Electricity among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Status of 

Electricity 

Yes 

No 
Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURH THA 
ESTATE 

M 
7 

(58.33) 
5 

(41.67) 
12 

(100) 

F 
1 

(10.00) 
9 

(90.00) 
10 

(100) 

•]• 

8 
(36.37) 

14 
(63.63) 

22 
(100) 

REHANA TEA ESTATE 

M 

— 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

F 
— 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

T 

— 

3 
(100) 

3 
(100) 

Grand Total 

M 
7 

(50.00) 
7 

(50.00) 
14 

(100) 

F 
1 

(9.09) 
10 

(90.91) 
11 

(100) 

T 
8 

(32.00) 
17 

(68.00) 
25 

(100) 
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rehana/Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

Data show that about one third (32.00%)) of the respondents are connected 
electricity in their hoine whereas the rest, i.e., above two third (68.00%o) do not 
have it. Of the all respondents, in Bazrangpure, over one third (36.37%o) of 
respondents use electricity constituting males (58.33%) and females (10.00%)) 
respectively but none of them are found from Rehana. 
Food Pattern 

Food pattern includes habit of taking food, beverage, liquor, addiction of 
chewing etc. The food pattern and habit of taking beverage among the labourers 
are almost the same in both India and Bangladesh such as taking tea during 
breakfast, etc. The habit of consumption of liquor among the tea labourers is 
commonly found among both males and females. To get rid of tiredness after day­
long working in the garden, specially in the evening, they consume liquor. The 
distribution of respondents who consume liquor is shown in the following table: 

Table 4.72 
Habit of Taking Liquor among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Habit of 
Taking 
Liquor 

Yes 

No 
Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURE1EA 
ESTATE 

M 

4 
(33.33) 

8 
(66.67) 

12 
(100) 

1-

— 

10 
(100) 

10 
(100) 

T 

4 
(18.19) 

18 
(81.81) 

22 
(100) 

REHANA PEA ESTAIE 

M 

2 
(100) 

— 

2 
(100) 

F 

1 
(100) 

— 

1 
(100) 

r 
3 

(100) 
" 

3 
(100) 

Grand Total 

M 

6 
(42.86) 

8 
(57.14) 

14 
(100) 

l-

1 
(9.09) 

10 
(90.91) 

I I 
(100) 

1 

7 
(28.00) 

18 
(72.00) 

25 
(100) 

Source: Field Data C'ollectcd in India from Bazrangpure Tea H.state: 24-10-12 lo 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 
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The data show that of the total respondents, only 28.00% consume liquor. 

Of these, 18.19% are in Bazrangpure and in Rehana, all the respondents take 

liquor. By gender, among the respondents who consume liquor, all are males in 

case of Bazrangpure whereas in Rehana, all the males and females consume liquor. 

Chewing of betel leaf, gutka and tobacco are common habit among both 

male and female tea garden labourers of India and Bangladesh. In Bazrangpure and 

Rehana the respondents chew pan, gutka and tobacco. The distribution of 

respondents to such practices in these tea gardens is given in the following table: 

Table 4.73 
Habit of Chewing Pan/Gutka among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Habit of 
Chewing 

l'an/Gutl<a 

Betel leaf 
(Pan) 

Gutka 

/Tobacco 

Betel Leaf & 

Gutka 
Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURETLA 
ESTATE 

M 
10 

(83.33) 

2 
(16.67) 

— 

12 
(100) 

K 
9 

(90.00) 

" 

1 
(10.00) 

10 
(100) 

r 
19 

(86.37) 

2 
(9.09) 

1 
(4.54) 

22 
(100) 

REHANA rEA ESTATE 

M 

— 

— 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

F 
1 

(100) 

--

" 

1 
(100) 

r 
1 

(33.33) 

— 

2 
(66.67) 

3 
(100) 

Grand Total 

M 
10 

(71.42) 

2 
(14.29) 

2 
(14.29) 

14 
(100) 

1-
10 

(90.91) 

" 

1 
(9.09) 

11 
(100) 

T 
20 

(80.00) 

2 
(8.00) 

3 
(12.00) 

25 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea E.stale: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The data show that of the total respondents, four fifths (80.00%) chew betel 

leaf (pan), followed by betel leaf with gutka (12.00%) and gutka with tobacco 

(8.00%)). In Bazrangpure, majority (86.37%) of the respondents chew betel leaf 

(pan) while in Rehana, two third (66.67%) of the respondents chew betel leaf with gutka. 

By gender, of the males in Bazrangpur, above four fifths (83.33%)) of the 

respondents chew betel leaf (pan) and the rest (16.67%)) chew gutka/tobacco while 

of the females, nine tenths (90.00%) of them chew betel leaf (pan) and the rest one 

tenth (10.00%) chew betel leaf (pan) with gutka. In Rehana, of the male 

respondents, all of them chew betel leaf with gutkha and all female respondents 

chew betel leaf (pan). 

Land Holding 

The respondents of both the Bazrangpure and Rehana have small land 

holdings, such as 1-10 katha(s) and 11-20 kathas to settle and cultivate paddy. The 

distribution of size of land holding by the respondents is given in the following 

table: 
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Table 4.74 
Patterns of Land Holding among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Patterns of 
Land Holding 

(in Kathas) 

1-10 

11-20 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURli fLA 
LSTATE 

M 
10 

(83.33) 
2 

(16.67) 
12 

(100) 

F 
8 

(80.00) 
2 

(20.00) 
10 

(100) 

T 
18 

(81.81) 
4 

(18.19) 
22 

(100) 

RLHANA TLA LSTATL 

M 
2 

(100) 
— 

2 
(100) 

1-
1 

(100) 
— 

1 
(100) 

r 
3 

(100) 
— 

3 
(100) 

Grand Total 

M 
12 

(85.71) 
2 

(14.29) 
14 

(100) 

F 
9 

(81.81) 
2 

(18.19) 
11 

(100) 

r 
21 

(84.00) 
4 

(16.00) 
25 

(100) 
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpurc Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rehanii/Purbapahar Tea Kstale: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The table indicates that of the total respondents, above four fifths (84.00%) 
have 1-10 katha(s) of landholding and the remaining 16.00% have 11-20 kathas. 
In Bazrangpure four fifths (80.00%)) of respondents having 1-10 katha(s) and one 
fifth (10.00%) have 11-20 kathas. In gender, of males, above four fifths (83.33%) 
have 1-10 katha(s) and 16.67% have 11-20 kathas and of females four fifths 
(83.33%)) have 1-10 katha(s) and 20.00% havell-20 kathas in Bazrangpure while 
in Rehana, all the respondents of both males and females have 1-10 katha(s) of 
land holding. 
Types of Crops Grown 

Due to the small size of land holding, only six respondents, i.e., 24%) of the 
tea laboourers of Bazrangpure cultivate and produce crops like, Aush, Boro and 
Amon for their consumption purpose. In the Rehana tea estate of Bangladesh, the 
tea garden labourers cultivate only paddy. The distribution of types of crops 
produced by the Bazrangpure tea labourers is given in the following table: 

Table 4.75 
Types of Crops Grown by Tea Garden Labourers of India by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Type of Crops 

Aush+Boro 

Aush 

Boro 

Amon 

Total (%) 

M 
1 

(50.00) 
— 

1 
(50.00) 

— 

2 
(100) 

BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE 
F 
— 

2 
(50.00) 

1 
(25.00) 

1 
(25.00) 

4 
(100) 

T 
1 

(16.67) 
2 

(33.33) 
2 

(33.33) 
1 

(16.67) 
6 

(100) 
Source: Field Data Colleclcd in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rehana/ Purhapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The table shows that one third (33.33%), each, of the respondents produce 
Aush and Boro and 16.67%), each, produce Aush with Boro and Amon. Of these, 
half (50.00%), each, of male respondents produce Aush with Boro and only Boro 
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while of the females, half (50.00%) of them produce Aush and one fourth 
(25.00%), each, produce Boro and Amon crops. 

The main agricultural inputs used during cultivation in Bazrangpure are the 
only normal seeds and fertilizer. The distribution of respondents who u.se 
agricultural inputs during cultivation in Bazrangpure is shown in the following 
table: 

Table 4.76 
Agricultural Inputs Used by Tea Garden Labourers of India by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Agricultural Inputs Used 

Seed 

Seed & Firtilizer 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURE TEA liSTATF. 
M 

— 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

F 
1 

(50.00) 
1 

(50.00) 
2 

(100) 

T 
1 

(25.00) 
3 

(75.00) 
4 

(100) 
Source: Field Data Collected in India from lia/.rangpure Tea l-Jstalc: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rehana/Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The table shows that three fourth (75.00%) of the respondents use both seed 
and fertilizer and one fourth (25.00%) use only seed as an agricultural inputs. Of 
these, all the male respondents use both seed with fertilizer while half (50.00%), 
each, of the female respondents use only seed and seed with feililizer. 

The agricultural implements used by the respondents of Bazrangpur are 
found as plough, bullock and spade. The distribution of respondents to such 
agricultural implements is given in the following table: 

Table 4.77 
Agricultural Implements Used by Tea Garden Labourers of India by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Agriciillural Implements 

Plough & Bullocks, 

Spade 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATE 
M 
1 

(50.00) 
1 

(50.00) 
2 

(too) 

F 
2 

(100) 
— 

2 
(100) 

r 
3 

(75.00) 
1 

(25.00) 
4 

(100) 
Source: Field Dala Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

I'rom Rehana/Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to24-0l-12. 

The data show that three fourths (75.00%) of the respondents use plough 
and the rest (25.00%) use only spade to cultivate it. Of the male respondents, half 
(50.00%)), each, of them use plough, bullock and spade while in case of females, all 
of the respondents use plough and bullock. 
Animal Husbandry 

It is found that none of the respondents in Rehana rear any type of animal, 
however, tea estate labourers in Bazrangpure of India rear animals such as Hen, 
Pigeon, Duck, Cow and Goat. The distribution of respondents who rear such 
animals is given in the following table: 
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Tabic 4.78 
Types of Animal Husbandry by Tea Garden Labourers of India by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Types of Animal 

Husbandry 

Hen, Pigeon, Duck 

Cow, Goat 

Total (%) 

M 
7 

(58.33) 
5 

(41.67) 
12 

(100) 

BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTATIi 
F 
1 

(10.00) 
9 

(90.00) 
10 

(100) 

T 
8 

(36.37) 
14 

(63.63) 
22 

(100) 
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rehana/I'urbapahar Tea E.state: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The data show that near about two third (63.63%) of labourers rear cow and 
goat, followed by above one third (36.37%) rear hen, pigeon and duck. Of males, 
majority (58.33%) rear hen, pigeon and duck and the rest (41.67%) rear cow and 
goat while of females, rearing cow and goat is found among nine tenths (90.00%) 
and one tenth (10.00%) rear hen, pigeon and duck. 
Monthly Income of the Respondents 

The tea workers in India and Bangladesh tea estates are earning their 
income from different sources like, from tea garden works and from daily earning 
labour work in their surrounding areas. They earned little amount like upto 1000 or 
4000 rupees in terms of Indian currency and Taka in terms of Bangladesh 
currency. The distribution of monthly income of the respondents is given in the 
following table: 

Table 4.79 
Monthly Income of Respondent among the Labourers in India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 

Monthly Income 
(in Rs./Taka) 

01-500 

501-1000 

Total 

BAZRANGPURE TEA 
ESfAfE 

Male 
09 

(75.00) 
03 

(25.00) 
12 

(100) 

Female 
08 

(80.00) 
02 

(20.00) 
10 

(100) 

Total 
17 

(77.28) 
5 

(22.72) 
22 

(100) 

REHANA lEA ESI ATE 

Male 
01 

(50.00) 
01 

(50.00) 
02 

(100) 

Female 
01 

(100) 

-

01 
(100) 

Total 
02 

(66.67) 
01 

(33.33) 
03 

(100) 

Grand Total 

Male 
10 

(71.42) 
04 

(28.58) 
14 

(100) 

Female 
09 

(81.81) 
02 

(18.19) 
II 

(100) 

Total 
19 

(76.00) 
06 

(24.00) 
25 

(100) 
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The data reveal that of the respondents in Bazrangpure, over three fourth 
(77.28%) of them are earning Rs. 1 -500 in a month and about near about one 
fourth (22.72%) earned Rs. 501-1000. In Rehana tea estate of Bangladesh, two 
third (66.67%) of them earned Taka 1-500 in a month and one third (33.33%) 
earned Taka 1-500 in a month. 

By gender, of the respondents in Bazrangpure, 75.00% males and 80.00% 
females earned Rs. 1-500; 25.00% males and 20.00% females earned Rs. 501-1000 
in a month. In Rehana, half (50.00%) males and all the females are earning of Taka 
1-500 but none of them are earning Taka 501-1000. 
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Thus, most (77.28% in Bazrangpure and 66.67% in Rehana) of the tea 
workers in India and Bangladesh lea estates are earning Rs./Taka 1-500 in a month. 
Membership of Trade Unions 

Both in Bazrangpure and Rehana, the tea labourers form a trade union for 
their effective trade in the tea estates. In India (Bazrangpure), it is known as 
'Barak Cha Sramik Union' and in Bangladesh (Rehana) it is 'Bangladesh Cha 
Sramik Union'. The distribution of respondents who join the membership of these 
trade unions is given in the following table: 

Table 4.80 
Membership in Trade-Unions among Labourers in Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Membership in 
Trade Union 

Yes 

No 

Total (%) 

RAZRANGPURK TKA 
ESTAlii 

M 
2 

(16.67) 
10 

(83.33) 
12 

(100) 

i-
2 

(20.00) 
8 

(80.00) 
10 

(100) 

T 
4 

(18.19) 
18 

(81.81) 
22 

(100) 

RIIHANA TIIA HSIAIi-: 

iVl 
2 

(100) 
— 

2 
(100) 

r-
1 

(100) 
— 

1 
(100) 

1" 
.3 

(100) 
~ 

.3 
(100) 

Grand Total 

M 
4 

(28.58) 
10 

(71.42) 
14 

(100) 

r 
3 

(27.28) 
8 

(72.72) 
11 

(100) 

r 
7 

(28.00) 
18 

(72.00) 
25 

(100) 
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Instate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea F.slate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The table reveals that only seven (28.00%) of the respondents joined trade 
union in all. Of the respondents in Bazrangpure, 18.19% joined trade union and in 
Rehana, all the respondents of both the genders joined the trade union. However, in 
Bazrangpure, half (50.00%), each, of both males and females joined it. 

Of the total respondents, it is found that only seven, i.e., 28% participate in 
trade union activities like negotiating with higher authority for their necessary 
demands, creating pressure for fulfilling their demands and taking initiative for 
fulfilling demands. The distribution of tea garden labourers' activities in trade 
union is given in the following table: 

Table 4.81 
Trade Union Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Trade Union 

Members' 
Activity 

Negotiating with 
Authority for 
Demand of 
Lahourers 

Create Pressure 
for Fulfilling of 

Demand 
lake Initiative 

for Fulfilling of 
Demand 

'I'otal (%) 

BAZRANGPURE TLA 
LSTAIT. 

M 

-

1 
(50.00) 

1 
(50.00) 

2 
(100) 

F 

2 
(100) 

" 

-

2 
(100) 

•]• 

2 
(50.00) 

1 
(25.00) 

1 
(25.00) 

4 
(100) 

REHANA TLA ESTATE 

M 

2 
(100) 

-

-

2 
(100) 

F 

1 
(100) 

-

-

1 
(100) 

T 

3 
(100) 

" 

-

3 
(100) 

Grand lotal 

M 

2 
(50.00) 

1 
(25.00) 

1 
(25.00) 

4 
(100) 

F 

3 
(100) 

-

-

3 
(100) 

•f 

5 
(71.42) 

1 
(14.29) 

1 
(14.29) 

7 
(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 
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The table shows thai about three fourths (71.42%) of respondents perform 
negotiating with authority for demand of labourers with activities in the union 
which is followed by 14.29%, each, who like to create pressure for fulfilling their 
demand and take initiative to fulfil their demand. In Bazrangpure, all the females 
actively perform in negotiating with authority for demand of labourers and the 
other activities like to create pressure for fulfilling demand and take initiative for 
fulfilling demand which are performed by the males, however, in Rehana, all the 
respondents of both the genders actively perform only negotiating with authority 
for demand of labourers in the trade union. 
Membership of Political Parties 

The political parties like Congress and BJP in Bazrangpure (India) and 
Awami League in Bangladesh are the active political parties in the tea estates. 
However, in Rehana, none of the respondents are the members of any political 
party but the respondents of Bazrangpure, or eighteen (18), i.e., 81.81% of them 
are found as members of political parties. The distribution of respondents who 
have taken membership of political parties is given in the following table: 

Table 4.82 
Status of Membership of Political Parties among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by 

Gender (Percentage in Parentheses) 
Status of 

Membership of 
Political Parties 

Yes 

No 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURE TEA 
ESTATE 

M 
10 

(83.33) 
2 

(16.67) 
12 

(100) 

1-
8 

(80.00) 
2 

(20.00) 
10 

(100) 

T 
18 

(81.81) 
4 

(18.19) 
22 

(100) 

REHANA TEA ES I'ATE 

M 
— 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

F 
~ 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

T 
— 

3 
(100) 

3 
(100) 

Grand Tola 

M 
10 

(71.42) 
4 

(28.58) 
14 

(100) 

E 
8 

(72.72) 
3 

(27.28) 
11 

(100) 

1 

T 
18 

(72.00) 
7 

(28.00) 
25 

(100) 
Source: field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure fca Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The table shows that above four fifths (83.33%) of the male respondents are 
members of political parties and of the females, four fifths (80.00%)) are the 
members of political party in either Congress or the members of BJP. 

Of the members of political parties, the length of involvement in politics in 
the tea estate has been found different from one member to another. Therefore, the 
distribution of respondents into the length of participation in the parties is given in 
the following table: 

Table 4.83 
Length of Political Participation among Tea Garden Labourers of India by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Length of Political Participation 

(in Years) 

0 - 1 0 

11-20 

•fotal (%) 

BAZRANGPURE TEA ESTAIE 
M 
8 

(80.00) 
2 

(20.00) 
10 

(100) 

F 
6 

(75.00) 
2 

(25.00) 
8 

(100) 

T 
14 

(77.78) 
4 

(22.22) 
18 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-
from Rehana/ Purbapahar lea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

12 and in Bangladesh 
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The data show that over three fourths {11.1%%) of respondents are 
members of political party since 0-10 years and over one fifth (22.22%) of 
respondents are since 11-20 years. By gender, of the males, four fifths (80.00%) 
are in political parties since 1-10 years and one fifth (20.00%) are since 11-20 
years while of the females, three fourths (75.00%) are since 1-10 years and one 
fourth (25.00%)) are since 11-20 years of involvement in political activities. 

The respondents from both the genders are members of the political parties 
for their personal benefit/gain. In these low performing tea estates, the labourers 
take part in the political activities as sympathizer or supporters by casting vote and 
campaigning during elections. The distribution of respondents to their political 
participation of Bazrangpur and Rehana is given in the following table: 

Table 4.84 
Types of Political Activities/Participation among Labourers in Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Type of 
Political 

Activities 

Casting Vote 

Political 
Campaign 
Total (%) 

BAZRANGPURE Tl-IA 
KSIATE 

M 
8 

(66.67) 
4 

(33.33) 
12 

(100) 

F 
10 

(100) 
— 

10 
(100) 

T 
18 

(81.81) 
4 

(18.19) 
22 

(100) 

REHANA 11-.A ESTATE 

M 
2 

(100) 
— 

2 
(100) 

F 
1 

(100) 
— 

1 
(100) 

T 
3 

(100) 
— 

3 
(100) 

Grand Total 

M 
10 

(71.42) 
4 

(28.57) 
14 

(100) 

F 
II 

(100) 
— 

11 
(100) 

T 
21 

(84.00) 
4 

(16.00) 
25 

(100) 
Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 

from Rehana/Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-II to 24-01-12. 
The table shows that over four fifths (84.00%) of the respondents cast vote 

and near about one fifth (16.00%)) are involved in political campaign. In 
Bazrangpure, over four fifths (81.81%o) of the respondents only cast their vote and 
18.19% are involved in political campaign while in Rehana, all the respondents of 
both genders are casting vote only. However, in Bazrangpure, of the male 
respondents, 66.67%) are involved in casting vote and political campaign (33.33%o) 
but among the females, all of them have only participated in casting their vote. 
Cultural Activities 

Different types of prayer or puja, attending fair and festival for celebration 
with other members are the parts of their cultural activities in Bazrangpure and 
Rehana. The distribution of respondents into their cultural activities is shown in the 
following table: 

Table 4.85 
Types of Cultural Activities among Tea Garden Labourers of India and Bangladesh by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Type of Cultural Activities 

Hunumanii Pu|a, Kali Puja, 
Monqalabrata & Durga Puja 

Mongia 

Manastia. Matiadev & Narayan 

Manastia Puja & Mahadev 

Kali Puja & Durga Puja 

Total (%) 

BAZRAt>JGPURE TEA ESTATE 
M 
10 

(6333) 
2 

(16.67) 

12 
(100) 

F 

2 
(20 00) 

8 
(80 00) 

10 
(100) 

T 
10 

(45,45) 
4 

(18.19) 
8 

(36.36) 

22 
(100) 

REHANA TEA ESTATE 
M 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

F 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

T 

2 
(66.67) 

1 
(33 33) 

3 
(100) 

M 
10 

(71.42) 
2 

(1429) 

2 
(14,29) 

14 
(100) 

Grand Total 
F 

2 
(1819) 

8 
(72,72) 

1 
(9,09) 

11 
(100) 

T 
10 

(40,00) 
4 

(1600) 
8 

(32,00) 
2 

(8 00) 
t 

(4,00) 
25 

(100) 

Source: Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure lea Estate: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in BangI: 
from Rehana/ Purbapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 
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The data reveal that of the respondents, two fifths (40.00%) celebrate pujas 
and worship Hanumanji, Kali, Mangalabrata and Durga, followed by Manasha, 
Mahadev and Narayan (32.00%), Mongla (16.00%) and Kali and Durga (4.00%) 
respectively. In Bazrangpure, majority (45.45%) of the respondents celebrate and 
worship Hanumanji, Kali, Mangalabrata and Durga which is followed by Manasha, 
Mahadev and Narayan (36.36%) and Mongla (18.19%) while in Rehana, two third 
(66.67%) of them celebrate and worship Manasha, Mahadev and Narayan and one 
third (33.33%) celebrate and worship Kali and Durga. 

Both in Bazrangpure and Rehana, the labourers (respondents) attend Poush 
Mela, Shiv Mela, Vaishakhi Mela and Durga Puja Mela as their cultural 
celebration. During the month of October, specially in the tea garden area of 
Rehana of Bangladesh, Durga Puja mela or fair is held and they celebrate it as their 
cultural practices. However, in Bazrangpure of India the labourers generally 
practice cultural activities like Poush Mela, Shiv Mela and Vaishakhi Mela as their 
cultural celebration. The distribution of respondents into such melas attended by 
them is shown in the following table; 

Table 4.86 
Types of Fair/Mela attended by Labourers in India and Bangladesii by Gender 

(Percentage in Parentheses) 
Types o f 
Fair/Mela 
attended 

Pousii Mela & 
Shiv Mela 

Vaishakhi iVIela 

Durga Puja 
Mela 

Total (%) 

BAZRANGPUR 
ESTATIi 

M 

11 
(91.67) 

1 
(8.33) 

--

12 
(100) 

F 

10 
(100) 

" 

— 

10 
(100) 

E TFA 

1' 

21 
(95.46) 

1 
(4.54) 

— 

22 
(100) 

REHANA TEA ES TATE 

M 

— 

— 

2 
(100) 

2 
(100) 

F 

— 

— 

1 
(100) 

1 
(100) 

T 

— 

— 

3 
(100) 

3 
(100) 

Grand Total 

M 

11 
(78.58) 

1 
(7.14) 

2 
(14.28) 

14 
(100) 

F 

10 
(90.91) 

— 

1 
(9.09) 

11 
(100) 

F 

21 
(84.00) 

1 
(4.00) 

3 
(12.00) 

25 
(100) 

Source; Field Data Collected in India from Bazrangpure Tea E.stale: 24-10-12 to 15-11-12 and in Bangladesh 
from Rehana/Purhapahar Tea Estate: 17-12-11 to 24-01-12. 

The table shows that of the respondents, above four fifths (84.00%) attend 
Poush Fair and Shiv Mela, followed by Durga Puja mela (12.00%) and Vaishakhi 
mela (4.00%). In Bazrangpure, most (95.46%) of the respondents attend Poush 
Mela & Shiv Mela and few (4.54%) of them attend Vaishakhi Mela while in 
Rehana, all the males and females attend only Durga Puja Mela. In case of 
Brazrangpure none of the females attends Vaishakhi Mela but all of them attend 
Poush Mela and Shiv Mela. Moreover, most (91.67%) of the males attend Poush 
Mela and Shiv Mela and few (8.33%) of them attend Vaishakhi Mela. 
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IV 
THE SUMMARY 

A. Socio-economic Characteristics of the Labour in the High Performing 
Industry 

1. Both male and female labourers of Rosekandy and Gazipure tea estates are 
mainly Bhojpuri and Munda respectively. 

2. Most (92.59%) of the female and over two thirds (68.75%) of the male 
labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are Sudras. Over two fifths (44.68%) of 
the females and over one third (34.88%) of the male labourers of Gazipure 
Tea Estate are Sudras. 

3. Most of the labourers of these two tea estates know Bengali as Bengali is 
the national language of Bangladesh and local language of Barak Valley. 

4. More than two fifths of the total labourers (44.19%) in Rosekandy Tea 
Estate are from West Bengal followed by Bihar (23.26%). About one third 
(30%) of the total labourers in Gazipure Tea Estate are from Uttar Pradesh 
of India followed by Orissa and Comilla, each, (14.44%). 

5. The literacy rate of the labourers in Rosekandy tea estate indicates that the 
educational status of three fifths of the total labourers (60.47%) is Primary 
School followed by illiterate (39.53%). But more than half of the total 
labourers (53.33%) are illiterate in Gazipure Tea Estate followed by 
Primary School (46.67%). 

6. Over half of the total labourers (51.16%) belong to the age group of 36-59 
years followed by (37.21%) 15-35 and above 60 (11.63%) years' age 
groups. Similarly, over three fifths of total labourers (67.78%) are from 36-
59 years of age group followed by 15-35 years (22.22%). Thus, most of the 
labourers of these two tea estates are middle aged from the age bracket of 
36-59 years. 

7. Most of the labourers are living in kachcha houses with mud pluster and a 
negligible portion of them is living in semi-pacca houses in both tea estates. 

8. All the labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate are living in quarters and only a 
negligible portion of the Hindu labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate in 
Bangladesh is living in their own houses. Most of the labourers of these 
two tea estates have chullha and use firewood for cooking. It indicates the 
minimum difference in the living standards of the labourers in these tea 
gardens of India and Bangladesh. 

9. Majority of the total labourers (81.4%) in Rosekandy Tea Estate have not 
taken any liquor whereas near about one tenth (18.6%) have this habit. 
Similarly, majority of the total labourers (85.56%) in Gazipure Tea Estate 
are not addicted to liquor whereas 14.44% are addicted to it. 

10. Over half of the total labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate (53.49%) take leaf 
& tobacco followed by betel leaf (Pan) (37.21%). Near about three fifths of 
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the total labourers of Gazipure Tea Estate in Bangladesh (57.78%) betel 
leaf (Pan) followed by leaf and tobacco (40%). 

11. More than three fourths of the total labourers in Rosekandy Tea Estate 
(76.74%) do not produce any crop while Aush is produced more than one 
tenth of them (11.11%). Over three fifths of the total labourers in Gazipure 
Tea Estate (66.67%)) do not produce any crop and one fourth of them 
(25.56%) produce Anion + Aush. All of them produce paddy. 

12. All the male labourers of both religions and almost all (96.2%) of the 
Hindu female labourers of Rosekandy Tea Estate have participated in trade 
unions and only a negligible portion of the Hindu female labourers have not 
participated in any such activity whereas all the labourers of Gazipure Tea 
Estate irrespective of their genders and religions have participated in the 
trade union. 

13. Near about three fifths of the total labourers (58.14%o) in Rosekandy Tea 
Estate are participating in the cultural activities like Monosha Puja, 
Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, Kali Puja, Lakshmi Puja, Hunumanji Puja 
followed by Bansakti, Monosha, Narayan, Kali, Shib, Chat Puja, Mongla 
(29.62%) and Baram Baba (11.63%). Similarly About three fifths of the 
total labourers (57.78%) are participating in the cultural activities like 
Monosha Puja, Mongalabrata, Shib Puja, Kali Puja, Lakshmi Puja, 
Hunumanji Puja followed by Eid-ul-Fitre, Eid-uz-zuha (21.11%). 

IV 
THE SUMMARY 

B. Socio-economic Characteristics of the Labour in the Medium 
Performing Industry 

1. By ethnic group, in Silcoorie more than a half of Hindu males (53.85%) are 
Bengali whereas majority of Hindu females (85.71%)) are Bhojpuri. Half, 
each, of Muslim males are Deshwali and Bengali. In Kaliti tea estate, of the 
Hindu tea garden labourers, 52% Hindu males and over a half of Hindu 
females (54.17%)) are Deshwali. 

2. The caste of tea garden labourers shows that in Silcoorie most of the Hindu 
males (92.31%)) and over three fifths (71.43%)) of the Hindu females belong 
to Sudra caste whereas all the Muslim males are Syed. In Kaliti, four fifths 
of the Hindu males (80%) are Sudra followed by Brahmin (12%) and 
majority of the Hindu females are Sudra (87.5%) whereas all the Muslim 
males are Syed. 

3. The languages known identified among tea garden labourers of both 
countries reveal that in Silcoorie over three fifths of the Hindu males 
(69.23%)) know Bengali, Hindi, Bhojpuri followed by Bengali (30.77%)) 
and over a half of the Hindu females (57.14%)) know Bengali, Hindi, 
Bhojpuri followed by Bengali (28.57%). All the Muslim males know 
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Bengali, Hindi. In Kaliti, near about a half of the Hindu males (48%) know 
Bengali, Bhqjpuri followed by Bengali, Tamil (20%) and near about two 
fifths of the Hindu females (37.5%) know Bengali, Tamil followed by 
Bengali, Bhojpuri (33.33%) whereas all Muslim males know Bengali. 

4. The native place of the respondents shows that in Silcoorie more than a half 
of Hindu males (53.85%) are from West Bengal followed by Bihar 
(46.15%) and more than three fifths of Hindu females (71.42%) are from 
Bihar. In Kaliti more than half of Hindu males (52%) and a half Hindu 
females (50%) are from Uttar Pradesh. 

5. The educational status of the tea garden labourers of Silcoorie and Kaliti 
tea estates in India and Bangladesh shows that in Silcoorie over a half of 
Hindu males (53.85%)) and over three fifths of females (71.43%) are 
educated up to Primary School. In Kaliti more than a half of Hindu males 
(52%)) are and more than three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%)) are 
Illiterates. 

6. The age groups of tea garden labourers show that in Silcoorie, over a half 
of Hindu males (53.85%) and Hindu females (57.14%)) belong to the age 
group of 36- 59 years. In Kaliti, three fifths of Hindu males (60%) and 
more than three fifths of Hindu females (62.5%)) belong to 36- 59 years of 
age group. 

7. The type of house found among tea garden labourers of medium 
performing tea industries shows that in Silcoorie over three fourths of 
Hindu males (76.92%)) and more than a half of Hindu females (57.14%) 
live in Semi-Pacca houses. In Kaliti majority of both Hindu males (84%)) 
and Hindu females (87.5%) live in Kachcha (with mud plaster) houses. 

8. All the tea garden labourers in India and Bangladesh, irrespective of their 
religion and gender, use chuUah/wood. In both the countries the highest 
percentage of labourers is using wooden chuUah. 

9. Majority of Hindu males (84.62%)), all Hindu females and Muslim males 
are not having the habit of taking liquor in Silcoorie tea estate. Similarly, in 
case of Kaliti tea estate, four fifths of Hindu males (80%), most of the 
Hindu females (91.67%)) and all Muslim males do not possess the habit of 
taking liquor. 

10. Majority of labourers in India are habituated to chewing of Betel Leaf & 
Gutka whereas majority of labourers in Bangladesh take Betel leaf (Pan). 

11. Types of crops grown show that in Silcoorie near about two fifths, each, of 
Hindu males (38.46%o) grow Aush and do not grow crops whereas more 
than a half of Hindu females (57.14%)) do not grow crops. In Kaliti majority 
of Hindu males (88%o) do not grow crops and three fifths of Hindu females 
(62.5%)) grow Amon. The tea garden labourers grow only paddy 
irrespective of their genders, religion and tea estates. 



12. The status of membership in trade unions reveal that in Silcoorie most 
(92.31%) of male Hindus are not members of trade unions and all female 
Hindus are members of trade unions whereas all the male Muslims are not 
members of trade unions. Jn Kaliti all the Hindu male and female and male 
Muslims are members of trade union. 

13. In Silcoorie tea estate, over two fifths of the Hindu male labourers 
(46.15%) attend fair/ mela like Shibo Choturdashi Mela followed by 
Barambaba Mela (30.77%) and all Hindu female labourers participate in 
Durga Puja Mela, Barambaba Mela but all Muslim male labourers 
participate in Eid Mela. In Kalili, all Hindu male and Hindu female 
labourers participate in Durga Puja, Kali Puja Mela whereas all Muslim 
male labourers participate in Eid Mela which is similar among labourers in 
Silcoorie tea estate. 

14. IV 
THE SUMMARY 

C. Socio-economic Characteristics of the Labour in the Low Performing 
Industry 

1. All the respondents in both the tea estates of India (Bazrangpure) and 
Bangladesh (Rehana) belong to Hindu religion. 

2. Of the respondents, majority (52.00%)) belongs to Oriya followed by 
Bengali (28.00%), Deshwali (12.00%)) and Sadri/Jungly (8.00%)). In India 
(Bazrangpure) the respondents are comprises of Oriya (54.54%), Bengali 
(31.82%)) and Deshwali (13.64%) but in Bangladesh, only Sadri/Jungly 
(66.67%)) and Oriya (33.33%). By gender, of the respondents in 
Bazrangpure, majority (males-58.33%) and females-50.00%)) of them are 
Oriya and few (males-16.67%) and females-10.00%o) of them are Deshwali 
while in Bangladesh, all the males belong to Sadri/Jungly and females 
belong to Oriya. 

3. Sudras constitutes the largest (90.91%) in India and all the respondents in 
Bangladesh) caste and none of Vaishya caste is found in Bangladesh. In 
Bazrangpure, all the males and majority (80.00%) females belong to Sudra 
caste and of female one fifth (20.00%)) belong to Vaishya. 

4. Of the total, all the respondents know Bengali and majority (68.00%o) of 
respondents know Bengali as well as Hindi followed by Bengali with Hindi 
and Oriya (20.00%). By gender, all the respondents from both the countries 
know Bengali and 8.33% of males know Bhojpuri in Bazrangpure and half 
(50.00%) of males know Sadri in Rehana. 

5. Majority (48.00%) of them have emigrated from Orissa, followed by West 
Bengal (28.00%). However, none of them from West Bengal is found in 
Rehana, from Bihar (18.00%) and Uttar Pradesh (8.00%). Of the 
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respondents in Bazrangpure, majority (54.54%) are from Orissa, followed 
by West Bengal (31.82%) and Bihar (13.64%) respectively. In Rehana two 
third (66.67%)) of the respondents are from Uttar Pradesh and one third 
(33.33%o) from Bihar. By gender wise, of respondents in Bazrangpure, 
58.33%) males and 50.00% females are from Orissa; West Bengal - 25.00% 
males and 40.00%) females and Bihar- 16.67%o males and 10.00% females. 
In Rehana, half (50.00%), each, of males belong to Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 
while the females belong to Uttar Pradesh only. 

6. Majority (68.00%) of the respondents from both the countries (in India 
68.18% and in Bangladesh 66.67%)) have been living since 25-50 years and 
12.00%o have been living since 1-25 years (in India 9.09%) and in 
Bangladesh 33.33%), but none of the respondents from Rehana has been 
found to live for more than 50 years in the tea garden. Among males in 
Bazrangpure, all of them have been living more than 25 years in the garden 
but majority (60.00%)) of females have been found to live within the period 
of 26-50 years and one fifth (20.00%)), each, have been living since 1-25 
and above 50 years. Moreover, in Rehana, all the male and female 
respondents have been living since 1-50 years in the tea garden. 

7. Of the respondents, majority (76.00%) family have 2-4 members and near 
about one fourth (24.00%)) have 5-8 members. In Bazrangpure of the 
respondents 77.28% have two-four family members while in Rehana have 
66.67%) but few (22.72% in Bazrangpure and 33.33%) in Rehana) of them 
have 5-8 members. By gender, in Bazrangpure of the respondents, males 
(66.67%)) and females (90.00%o) of their family have 2-4 members but in 
Rehana all the males and females family have 2-4 and 5-8 members 
respectively. 

8. Most (52.00%)) of the respondents are illiterate, however, in Bazrangpure 
majority (54.54%)) are in primary school level. In Rehana, all the 
respondents are illiterate. By gender wise in Bazrangpure, two third 
(66.67%)) of males are in primary school level and rest (33.33) are illiterate; 
three fifths (60.00%) of females are illiterate but only one fifth (20.00%o) 
are in primary school level. 

9. Most (52.00%) of them are in the age group of 36-59 years. In 
Bazrangpure, the respondents constitute half (50.00%), each, from the age 
groups of both 15-35 years and 36-59 years while in Rehana, two third 
(66.67) of the respondents are in the age group of 36-59 years. By gender, 
three fourths (75.00%o) of males belong to 36-59 years of age group and 
four fifths (80.00%) of females belong to the age group of 15-35 years of 
Bazrangpure. However, in Rehana, half (50.00%)), each, of the male 
respondents are from the age group of 15-35 years and 36-59 years and all 
the female respondents are from 36-59 years of age. 
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10. From both the countries, four fifths (80.00%) of the respondents are 
residing in kachcha (mud plastered) houses and only one fifth (20.00%) in 
scmi-pacca houses. In Bazrangpure above three fourths (77.27%) of the 
respondents reside in kachcha (mud plastered) house while in Rehana, all 
of them - both male and female respondents - reside in kachcha (mud 
piaster) houses. However, few (16.67%) males and 30.00%) females) of 
Bazrangpure reside in semi pacca houses. 

11. Majority (60.00%) of the respondents resides in quarter and only two fifths 
(40.00%) of them reside in their own house. In Bazrangpure above half 
(54.54%)) of the respondents reside in quarter and in Rehana, all of them 
reside in quarter. By gender, in Bazrangpure, majority (75.00%)) of males 
reside in their own house whereas majority (90.00%)) females reside in 
quarter. 

12. Of the respondents, about three fourths (72.00%)) have only single living 
room and the rest (28.00%) are having two living rooms. It is found that all 
the respondents of Rehana tea labourers and majority (68.19%)) of 
respondents in Bazrangpure are having single living room but about one 
third (31.81%)) in Bazra gpure are having two living rooms. By gender 
wise, majority (58.33%)) of males and fourth fifths (80.00%)) of females 
have single living room in Bazrangpure. 

13. All of the respondents in both the tea estates use Chullah/fire wood as fuel 
for cooking food and other purposes. 

14. Majority (56.00%) of the respondents use ring well as a source of drinking 
water followed by public water tap (24.00%o), tube well (12.00%) and 
private water tap (8.00%)). In Bazrangpure majority (59.09%) of the 
respondents use ring well while in Rehana, two third (66.67%) of the 
respondents use tube well. 

15. About one third (32.00%o) of the respondents are having electricity facility 
whereas above two third (68.00%)) do not have it in Rehana. In 
Bazrangpure, over one third (36.37%) of respondents are connect through 
electricity which constitute 58.33% males and 10.00% females 
respectively. 

16. Of the total respondents, only 28.00% consume liquor. Of these, 18.19% 
are in Bazrangpure and in Rehana, all the respondents take liquor. By 
gender, all males of Bazrangpure consume liquor whereas in Rehana, both 
males and females consume liquor. 

17. Of the total respondents, four fifths (80.00%) chew betel leaf (pan), 
followed by betel leaf with gutka (12.00%) and gutka with tobacco 
(8.00%). In Bazrangpure, majority (86.37%o) of the respondents chew betel 
leaf (pan) while in Rehana, two third (66.67%) of the respondents chew betel leaf 
with gutka. By gender, of the males in Bazrangpur, above four fifths 
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(83.33%) of the respondents chew betel leaf (pan) and the rest (16.67%) 
chew gutka/tobacco while of the females, nine tenths (90.00%) of them 
chew betel leaf (pan) and the rest one tenth (10.00%) chew betel leaf (pan) 
with gutka. In Rehana, of the male respondents, all of them chew betel leaf 
with gutkha and all female respondents chew betel leaf (pan). 

18. Over four fifths (84.00%) of the respondents have 1-10 katha(s) of 
landholding and the remaining 16.00% liave 11-20 kathas of land. In 
Bazrangpure four fifths (80.00%o) of respondents having 1-10 katha(s) and 
one fifth (10.00%o) have 11-20 kathas. In gender, of males, above four fifths 
(83.33%) have 1-10 katha(s) and 16.67% havell-20 kathas and of females 
four fifths (83.33%) have 1-10 katha(s) and 20.00% havell-20 kathas in 
Bazrangpure while in Rehana, all the respondents of both males and 
females have 1-10 katha(s) of land holding. 

19. One third (33.33%), each, of the respondents produce Aush and Boro and 
16.67%, each, produce Aush with Boro and Amon. Of these, half (50.00%), 
each, of male respondents produce Aush with Boro and only Boro while of 
the females, half (50.00%) of them produce Aush and one fourth (25.00%)) 
each produce Boro and Amon crops. 

20. Owing to the small size of land holding, only four, i.e., 16%) respondents 
are engaged in cultivation and all the males and females respondents 
produce only paddy. In Rehana, none of them is engaged in such food grain 
cultivation due to small size of land holding. 

21. Three fourths (75.00%)) of the respondents use both seed and fertilizer and 
one fourth (25.00%) use only seed as an agriculture input. Of these, all the 
male respondents use both seed with fertilizer while half (50.00%)), each, of 
the female respondents use only seed and seed with fertilizer. 

22. Three fourths (75.00%)) of the respondents use plough and the rest 
(25.00%) use only spade to cultivate it. Of the male respondents, half 
(50.00%)), each, of them use plough, bullock and spade while in case of 
females, all the respondents use plough and bullock. 

23. Near about two third (63.63%) of labourers have cow and goat, followed by 
above one third (36.37%)) of the respondents who rear hen, pigeon and 
duck. Of males, majority (58.33%) rear hen, pigeon and duck and the rest 
(41.67%)) rear cow and goat while of females, nine tenths 90.00%) rear cow 
and goat and one tenth (10.00%) rear hen, pigeon and duck. 

24. In Bazrangpure, over three fourth (77.28%) of respondents earned Rs. 1-
500 in a month and about near about one fourth (22.72%) earned Rs. 501-
1000. In Rehana tea estate of Bangladesh, two third (66.67%)) of them 
earned Taka 1-500 in a month and one third (33.33%) earned Taka 1-500. 
By gender, of the respondents in Bazrangpure, 75.00% males and 80.00%) 
females earned Rs. 1-500; 25.00%o males and 20.00% females earned Rs. 
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501-1000. In Rehana. half (50.00%) males and all the females are earning 
of Taka 1-500 but none of them are earning Taka 501-1000. 

25. Only seven (28.00%) of the respondents join as members of trade union. Of 
the respondents in Bazrangpure, 18.19% join the trade union and in 
Rehana, all the respondents of both the genders join as members of trade 
union. However, in Bazrangpure, half (50.00%), each, of both males and 
females joined it. 

26. About three fourths (71.42%)) of respondents perform negotiating with 
authority for demand of labourers as activities in the union which is 
followed by 14.29%, each, who like to create pressure for fulfilling their 
demands and take initiative to fulfill their demands. In Bazrangpure, all the 
females actively perform negotiating with authority for demand of 
labourers and other activities like to create pressure for fulfilling demand 
and the males perform to take initiative for fulfilling demand. However, in 
Rehana, all the respondents of both the genders actively perform only 
negotiating with authority for demand of labourers in the trade union. 

27. None of the respondents in Rehana are the members of any polifical party 
but in Bazrangpure, eighteen (18), i.e., 81.81%o of them are found as 
members of polifical parties. Above four fifths (83.33%)) of the male 
respondents are members of political parties and of the females, four fifths 
(80.00%)) are the members of political party in either Congress or B.IP. 

28. Over three fourths (77.78%) of respondents are members of political party 
since 1-10 years and over one fifth (22.22%)) of respondents are since 11-20 
years. By gender, of the males, four fifths (80.00%o) are involved in 
political activities as members since 1-10 years and one fifth (20.00%) are 
since 11-20 years while of the females, three fourths (75.00%)) are since 1-
10 years and one fourth (25.00%)) are since 11 -20 years. 

29. All the respondents of both the genders who are taking enrolment as 
members in any of the political parfies are members for their personal 
benefit/gain. 

30. Over four fifths (84.00%)) of the respondents cast vote and near about one 
fifth (16.00%)) are involved in political campaign. In Bazrangpure, over 
four fifths (81.81%) of the respondents only cast their vote and 18.19%) are 
involved in political campaign while in Rehana, all the respondents of both 
genders cast only vote. However, in Bazrangpure, of the male respondents, 
66.67%) arc involved in casfing vote and political campaign (33.33%) but 
among the females, all of them only participate in casting their vote. 

31. Of the respondents, two fifths (40.00%) celebrate pujas and worship 
Hanumanji, Kali, Mangalabrata and Durga, followed by Manasha, 
Mahadev and Narayan (32.00%), Mongla (16.00%) and Kali and Durga 
(4.00%) respectively. In Bazrangpure, majority (45.45%) of the 
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respondents celebrate and worship Hanumanji, Kali, Mangalabrata and 
Durga which is followed by Manasha, Mahadev and Narayan (36.36%) and 
Mongla (18.19%) while in Rehana, two third (66.67%)) of them celebrate 
and worship Manasha, Mahadev and Narayan and one third (33.33%)) 
celebrate and worship Kali and Durga. 

32. Of the respondents, above four fifths (84.00%)) attend Poush Fair and Shiv 
Mela, followed by Durga Puja mela (12.00%)) and Vaishakhi mela (4.00%o). 
In Bazrangpure, most (95.46%o) of the respondents attend Poush Mela & 
Shiv Mela and few (4.54%)) of them attend Vaishakhi Mela while in 
Rehana, all the males and females attend only Durga Puja Mela. In case of 
Brazrangpure none of the females attends Vaishakhi Mela but all of them 
attend Poush Mela and Shiv Mela. Moreover, most (91.67%) of the males 
attend Poush Mela and Shiv Mela and few (8.33%) of them attend 
Vaishakhi Mela. 

V 
CONCLUSION 

In case of high performing tea industries, the labourers of Rosekandy and 
Gazipure tea estates are mainly Bhojpuri, Deswali, Bengalee and Oriya. Bhojpuri 
labourers have dominates these tea estates. Most of the labourers of Rosekandy 
Tea Estate have come from West Bengal whereas most of the labourers of 
Gazipure Tea Estate have come from India. In Silcoorie more than a half of Hindu 
males are Bengali whereas majority of Hindu females are Bhojpuri. Half, each, of 
Muslim males are Deshwali and Bengali whereas in Kaliti tea estate, of the Hindu 
tea garden labourers, majority of Hindu males and Hindu females are Deshwali. 
But all the tea garden labourers in Bazrangpure and Rehana of India and 
Bangladesh belong to Hindu religion only. In Bazrangpure of India, Oriya 
constitutes more than half of the respondents, followed by Bengali and Deshwali 
whereas in Rehana of Bangladesh, Sadri/Jungly is found among two third and 
Oriya constitutes only one third. Comparatively, these three estates depicts 
different socio-economic conditions of tea garden labourers which have influenced 
their work culture and work behaviour in high, medium and low performing tea 
industries of India and Bangladesh. 
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