Chapter 3
FIELD OF THE STUDY

Silchar is a town in the Cachar district of Assam, which constitutes the field
of the study. It is located in southern part of Assam in the North-Eastern region of
India. The present chapter demonstrates the socio-economic development of the
Cachar district and the Silchar Town in order to place the problem of child labour. In
this chapter a brief idea has been given on North-East region and Assam. The socio-
economic status and workforce of Cachar district has also been discussed. A general
overview of Silchar town including its historical background, demography,
education, health care facilitics, people, economy, level of communication and the
workforce are analysed for better understanding of field of the study. North East
India, a mosaic of different races and cultures, is situated between 22° 19° and 28°
16’ N latitude and 89" 42° and 97° 12’ E longitude, comprises cight states; namely,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and
Tripura. It is surrounded in the north by China and Bhutan and in the south by
Bangladesh and Myanmar and on the west by West Bengal and Bangladesh and in
the east by China and Myanmar, covering an area of 2,62,179 sq. km (about 8%) out
of the total area of 32,87,263 sq. km for India as a whole. About two third area of the
region is hilly and one third is plain. The hilly and mountain section primarily
consists of (a) Arunachal Pradesh extending from the eastern frontiers of Bhutan in
the west of Siang-Diang rivers in the east and (b) the eastern hills comprising
Dibang-Lohit-Patkai range, Naga-Manipur-Mizo and Tripura plains. The
Brahmaputra and the Barak valley along with the Imphal valley and Tripura plains
dominate the plains section. Assam is the largest populated state, full of natural
resources and the backbone of the north eastern region. The Brahmaputra is the
biggest river in Assam. Guwabhati is the capital of Assam.

|
THE CACHAR DISTRICT: SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS
Cachar district is one of the three districts in the Barak valley in its southern
part. The total area of this district is 3.786 square kilometres. According to the
Census 2011, Cachar district has a population of 17, 36, 617: in rural areas are 14,
21,153 (81.83%) and in urban areas- 3, 15, 464 (18.17%). The population growth
rate of Cachar district over the decade 2001-2011 was 20.17%. The district has the
literacy rate of 80.36%. Of the total population, Hindus are 886761 (51.06%),
Muslims are 522051 (30.06%) and Christians arc 31306 (1.80%) (Census: 2011).
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The total working population is divided into two broad categories; namely, workers
and non-workers which are presented below.

(a) Workers

According to the Census Report, 2011, workers (or employed) are those
persons, who during the reference period, are engaged in any economic activity or
who, despite their attachment to economic activity, have temporarily abstained from
work for reasons of illness, injury or other physical disability, bad weather, festivals,
social or religious functions or other contingencies. Unpaid helpers who assist in the
operation of an economic activity in the household farm or non-farm activities are
also considered as workers. All the workers are assigned one of the detailed activity
statuses under the broad activity category working or being engaged in economic
activity.

In 2011, the total workers in Cachar district are 608062: male workers-
469752(77.25%) and female workers- 138310 (22.75%). The total workers in rural
areas are 501605 (82.49%), male workers- 382258 (76.21%) and female workers-
119347 (23.79%). The total workers in urban areas are 106457 (17.51%): male
workers 87494 (82.19%) and total female workers-18963 (17.81%). Thus, majority
of the workers in Cachar district are males and most of them are coming from rural
areas of Cachar district. The total workers are divided into two categories; main
workers and marginal workers.

(i) Main Workers

According to the census report 2011, main workers are those who had works
to engage for the major part of the reference period (i.e., 6 months or more). The
following table shows the data on main workers in Cachar district:

Table 3.1
Main Workers of Cachar District by Sex, 2011
(Percentage in Parcntheses)

Type of Main Male Female Total
Workers
Rural Area 315382 (79.71) 61276 (81.08) 376658 (79.93)
Urban Area 80299 (20.29) 14302 (18.92) 94601 (20.07)
Total (%) 395681 (100) 75578 (100) 471259 (100)

Source: Government of India, 201 1, Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.
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The table shows that total main workers in Cachar district are 471259, out of
which 376658 (79.93%) are the main workers in rural areas and 94601 (20.07%) are
main workers in urban areas. The total male main workers are 395681 (83.96%) and
total female main workers are 75578 (16.04%). Thus, the concentration of male main
workers is higher than female main workers in Cachar district.

(ii) Marginal Workers

Those workers who did not have work to engage for the major part of the
reference period, (i.e., 6 months) are termed as marginal workers. The following
table shows the data on marginal workers in Cachar district:

Table 3.2
Marginal Workers of Cachar District by Sex, 2011
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Marginal Workers Male Female Total
Rural Area 66876 (90.29) | 58071 (92.57) 124947 (91.33)
Urban Area 7195 (9.31) 4661 (7.43) 11856 (8.67)
Total (%) 74071 (100) 62732 (100) 136803 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2011, Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.

The table represents that the marginal workers in Cachar district are 136803,
out of which marginal workers in rural areas are 124947 (91.33%) and in urban areas
are 11856 (8.67%). The total male marginal workers are 74071 (54.14%) and total
female marginal workers are 62732 (45.86%). Thus, the most of the marginal
workers in Cachar district are from rural areas but marginal workers in urban areas
are very less.

(b) Cultivators

For the purposes of the census, a person is classified as cultivator of land if
he or she is engaged in cultivation or from private persons or institutions for payment
in many kind or share. Cultivation includes effective supervision or direction of
cultivation. A person who has given out her or his land to another person or persons
or institutions for cultivation for money, kind of share of crop and who does not
even supervise or direct cultivation of land, is not treated as cultivator. Similarly a
person working on another person’s land for wages in cash or kind or a combination
of both (agricultural labourers) is not treated as cultivator.
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Cultivation involves ploughing, sowing, harvesting and production of cereals
and millet crops such as wheat, paddy, jowar, bajra, ragi etc. and other crops such as
sugarcane, tobacco, ground-nuts, tapioca etc., pulses, raw jute and kindred fibre crop,
cotton, (in chona and other medicinal plants, fruit growing, vegetable growing or
keeping orchards or groves, etc. Cultivation does not include the plantation crops
such as tea, coffee, rubber, coconut, battle nuts (areca). The total cultivators are
divided into two categories; main cultivators and marginal cultivators.

() Main Cultivators

Cultivators who engage in cultivation for the major part of the reference
period (i.e. 6 months) are called as main cultivators. The following table shows the
data on main cultivators in Cachar district:

Table 3.3
Main Cultivators of Cachar District by Sex, 2011
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Main Cultivators Male Female Total
Rural Area 94735 (99.10) 8578 (98.64) 103313 (99.06)
Urban Area 864 (0.90) 118 (1.36) 982 (0.94)
Total (%) 95599 (100) 8696 (100) 104295 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2011, Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.

The table reveals that the total main cultivators in Cachar district are 104295:
rural areas-103313 (99.06%) and in urban areas-982 (0.94%). The total male main
cultivators in Cachar district are 95599 (91.66%) and total female main cultivators
are 8696 (8.34%), out of the total main cultivators. Thus, main cultivators are very
less in urban areas of Cachar district, on the other hand, the almost all the main
cultivators are living in the rural areas of Cachar district.

(ii) Marginal Cultivators

Cultivators who did not have work to engage for the major part of the
reference period (i.e. 6 months), are considered as marginal cultivators. The
following table shows the data on marginal cultivators in Cachar district:
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Table 3.4
Marginal Cultivators of Cachar District by Sex, 201 |

(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type Of. Marginal Male Female Total
Cultivators
Rural Area 10237 (97.51) 5439 (97.77) 15676 (97.60)
Urban Area 261 (2.49) 124 (2.23) 385 (2.40)
Total (%) 10498 (100) 5563 (100) 16061 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2011, Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.

The table reveals that the total marginal cultivators in Cachar district are
16061: in rural areas-15676 (97.60%) and in urban areas-385 (2.40%) and male
marginal cultivators-10498 (65.36%) and female marginal -cultivators-5563
(34.64%). Thus, the magnitude of marginal cultivators in rural areas of Cachar
district is way above than that of urban areas. The concentration of female marginal

cultivators is much lower than male marginal cultivators.

(c) Agricultural Labourers

A person who works on another person’s land is regarded as. an agricultural
labourer. She/he has no risk in the cultivation, but merely works on another person’s
land for wages. An agricultural labourer has no right of lease, or contract on land or
on which she or he works. The total agricultural labourers are divided into two

categories; main agricultural workers and marginal agricultural workers.

(i) Main Agricultural Labourers
Agricultural labourers who work on another’s land for the major part of the
reference period (i.e. 6 months), are termed as main agricultural labourers. The

following table shows the data on main agricultural labourers in Cachar district:
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Table 3.5
Main Agricultural Labourers of Cachar District by Sex, 2011
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Main Agricultural Male Female Total
Labourers

Rural Area 30539 (98.01) 5933 (98.15) 36472 (98.03)

Urban Area 620 (1.99) 112 (1.85) 732 (1.97)

Total (%) 31159 (100) 6045 (100) 37204 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2011, Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.

Thus, the total main agricultural labourers in Cachar district are 37204, out
which 36472 (98.03%) are in rural areas and 732 (1.97) are in urban areas. The total
male main agricultural labourers are 31159 (83.75%) and the total female main
agricultural labourers are 6045 (16.25%). Therefore, almost all the main agricultural
labourers are from rural areas of Cachar district and most of them are males.

(i)  Marginal Agricultural Labourers

The agricultural labourers who did not have work for the major part of the
reference period (i.e. 6 months), are regarded as the marginal agricultural labourers.
The following table shows the data on marginal agricultural labourers in Cachar
district:

Table 3.6
Marginal Agricultural Labourers of Cachar District by Sex, 2011
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Marginal .
Agricultural Labourers Male Female Fotal
Rural Area - 17968 (98.47) 13081 (99.01) | 31049 (98.69)
Urban Area 280 (1.53) 131 (0.99) 411 (1.31)
Total (%) 18248 (100) 13212 (100) 31460 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2011, Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.

The table shows that the total marginal agricultural labourers in Cachar
district are 31460: in rural areas-31049(98.69%) and in urban areas-411 (1.31%) and
male marginal agricultural labourers-18248 (58%) and female marginal agricultural
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labourers-13212 (42%). Thus, among the marginal agricultural labourers, almost all
are from rural areas and a very few of them are from urban areas.

(d) Household Workers

There are three types of household workers; namely, (i) household workers
(own account workers), (ii) household workers (employers) and (iii) household
workers (helpers in the household enterprise).

Household workers (own account workers) are the self-employed who
operate their enterprise on their own account or with one or a few partners and who
during the reference period, by and large, run their enterprise without hiring any
labourers. They may however, have unpaid helpers to assist them in the activity of
the enterprise. Household workers (employers) are the self-employed persons who
work on their own account or with one or a few partners and, by and large, run their
enterprises by hiring labourers are the employers. Household workers (helpers in
household enterprise) are a category of self-employed persons, mostly family
members who keep themselves engaged in their household enterprise, working full
or part time and do not receive any regular salary or wages in return for the work
performed. They do not run the household enterprise on their own but assist the
related person living in the same household and running the household enterprise.
The total household workers are divided into two categories; main household
workers and marginal household workers. The following table presents the data on
main household workers:

() Main Household Workers

The household workers who work for the major part of the reference period
(i.e. 6 months), are called as main household workers. The following table presents
the data on main household workers:

Table 3.7
Main Household Workers of Cachar District by Sex, 2011
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Main Household Male Female Total
Workers
Rural Area 5572 (83.78) | 4011 (88.76) 9583 (85.36) h
Urban Area 1135(16.92) | 508 (11.24) 1643 (14.64)
Total (%) 6707 (100) 4519 (100) 11226 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2011, Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.
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Thus, in the district total main household workers are 11226, out which 9583
(85.36%) are in rural areas and 1643 (14.64) are in urban areas. The total male main
household workers in Cachar district are 6707 (59.75) and total female main
household workers are 4519 (40.26). So, most of the main household workers in
Cachar district are from rural areas and the female main household workers are in
rural areas are higher than male household workers.

(i)  Marginal Household Workers

The household workers who did not have work for the major part of the
reference period (i.e. 6 months), are termed as marginal household workers. The
following table presents the data on marginal household workers:

Table 3.8
Marginal Household Workers of Cachar District by Sex, 2011
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Hzir;:hooflgd\z;/r(%irizlrs Male Female Total
Rural Area 2707 (91.67) 9684 (94.14) 12391 (93.59)
Urban Area 246 (8.33) 603 (5.86) 849 (6.41)
Total (%) 2953 (100) 10287 (100) 13240 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2011, Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.

The table reveals that the total marginal household workers are 13240: in
rural areas-12391 (93.59%) and in urban areas arc 849 (6.41%) and male marginal
household workers-2953 (22.30%) and female marginal household workers are
10287 (77.30%). Thus, almost all of the marginal household workers are from rural
areas and the number female household workers are higher than male marginal
household workers.

(e) Other Workers

All those workers who have been engaged in some economic activities during
the last one year, but not as cultivators or agricultural labourers or in household
industry, are other workers. The type of workers that come under the category of
other workers include all government employees, municipal employees, teachers,
factory workers, plantation workers, those engaged in trade, commerce,
business, transport, banking, mining, construction political or social work, priest,
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entertainment artist, etc. In effect all those workers, other than cultivators or
agricultural labourers or house industry workers are other workers. The total other
workers are divided into two categories; main other workers and marginal other

workers.

(i) Main Other Workers
The other workers who engage in work for the major part of the reference
period (i.e. 6 months), are regarded as main other workers. The following tabie

presents the data on main other workers:

Table 3.9 .
Main Other Workers of Cachar District by Sex, 2011
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Type of Main Other Male Female Total
Workers
Rural Area 184536 (70.38) | 42754 (75.92) 227290 (71.36)
Urban Area 77680 (29.62) 13564 (24.08) 91244 (28.64)
Total (%) 262216 (100) 56318 (100) 318534 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2011, Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.

The table demonstrates that the total main other workers in Cachar district are
318534: rural areas-227290 (71.36%) and urban areas-91244 (28.64%). There are the
total male main other workers-262216 (82.32%) and the total female main other
workers-56318 (17.68%). Thus, the number of female main other workers are higher

than the male main other workers in rural areas of Cachar district.

(i) Marginal Other Workers
The other workers who did not have work for the major part of the reference
period (i.e. 6 months), are known as marginal other workers. The following tablc

presents the data on marginal other workers:
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Table 3.10
Marginal Other Workers of Cachar District by Sex, 2011
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Tz);:ﬁe?f\;/l;rlg:sal Male Female Total
Rural Area 35964 (84.88) 29867 (88.71) 65831 (86.57)
Urban Area 6408 (15.12) 3803 (11.29) 10211 (13.43)
Total (%) 42372 (100) 33670 (100) 76042 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2011, Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.

The table demonstrates that the total marginal other workers in Cachar
district are 76042: in rural areas-65831 (86.57%) and in urban areas-10211 (13.43%)
and male marginal other workers-42372 (55.72%) and the total female marginal
other workers are 33670 (44.28 %). Thus, most of the marginal workers are from
rural areas and among them female marginal other workers are higher than male
marginal other workers.

(f) Non-Workers

A person who did not at all work during the reference period was treated as
non-worker. The non-workers broadly constitute students who did not participate in
any economic activity paid or unpaid household duties, who were attending to daily
household chores like cooking, cleaning, utensils, looking after children, fetching
water etc. are not even helping in the unpaid work in the family form or cultivation
or mulching, dependants such as infants or very elderly people not included in the
category of workers, pensioners, those who are drawing pension after retirement and
are not engaged in any cconomic activities. Beggars, vagrants, prostitutes and
persons having unidentified source of income and with unspecified sources of
subsistence and not engaged in any economically productive work during the
reference period. Others in this category inciudes all non-workers who may not come
under the above categories such as rentiers, persons living on remittances,
agricultural or non-agricultural royalty, convicts in jails or inmates of penals, mental
or charitable institutions doing no paid or unpaid work and persons who are
seeking/available for work. The following table presents the data on non-workers:
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Table 3.11

Non-Workers of Cachar District by Sex, 2011

(Percentage in Parentheses)

Ty\;c:)fkfcf:lson Male Female Total
Rural Area 344825 (82.78) 574723 (80.72) 919548 (81.48)
Urban Area 71707 (17.22) 137300 (19.28) 209007 (18.52)
Total (%) 416532 (100) 712023 (100) 1128555 (100)

Source: Government of India 2011 Census of India, Assam: Cachar District.

The table shows that the total non-workers in Cachar district are 1128555: in
rural areas-919548 (81.48%) and in urban areas-209007 (18.52%) and male non
workers in Cachar district- 416532 (36.91%) and female non workers-712023
(63.09%). Thus, most of the non-workers are from rural areas and male non-workers
are higher than female non-workers in rural areas of Cachar district.

1
SILCHAR: URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Silchar town is the headquarters of Cachar district and is the economic
gateway for the state of Mizoram and some parts of Manipur. Silchar is the second
largest urban centre as well as the commercial centre in Assam, having a sizeable
population of traders from distant parts of India. Silchar, which came into
prominence after the annexation of Cachar by the British in 1832, was a small place
having one street containing one hundred native shops and houses made of bamboo
and grass till 1853. During the administration under the successors of Captain Fisher,
the Superintendent, urban growth took place. The township was extended to cover
Jhalupara, Tarapur and Malugram areas. The medical centre established by Fisher in
1835 was raised to the status of a civil hospital in 1864. Some schools and markets
were established by Captain Stewart, the Superintendent (after Fisher). His
successor, Captain John Edgar (1867-72) prepared a blue print for planned
development of town, divided the town into several sectors, metalled its roads and a
large number of office buildings, residential quarters, circuit house and the Deputy
Commissioner’s office were constructed. The establishment of the district level
Public Works Department facilitated the constructions. The jail was shifted to its
present site and the native traders from Sylhet, Dhaka and other places were
encouraged to settle down in Fatak Bazar in the Sadarghat area on favourable terms
of landholding. The district headquarters are connected by roads with the interiors of
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the district. The ferry services were introduced in Sadarghat and Annapurriaghat with
Rangpur and Dudhpatil respectively. The Head Post Office was established in 1852
and the daily mail services were maintained with Hailakandi, Katigorah and Haflong.
A daily mail service was also introduced between Sylhet and Silchar. In 1861, the
telegraph facility was added to the head post office at Silchar. The General Steam
and Navigation Company introduced steamer service between Calcutta and Silchar
via East Bengal in 1850s. In 1882, Silchar was constituted into a station under the
Bengal Municipal Act (1876). However, the committee had no authority to levy tax
for sanitation, carriage, animals or water supply. Naturally, its resources were limited
and its performance could not be satisfactory. Therefore, on 1* April 1893, the
Silchar Station was upgraded to the status of a second class municipality under the
Bengal Act of 1876. The Assam Bengal Railway brought Silchar on the railway map
in 1899. Those were the early years of urban development of Silchar. The town has
grown manifold both in size and population after India’s Independence. Although the
municipal area, by and large, still coincides with the old town, the urban settiements
have extended beyond the municipal boundary for several kilometres along the inter-
district and inter-state roads (Bhattacharjee: 2008). Silchar situated on the left bank
of the Barak river between 24°49°N and 92°48°E commands a charming view down
the river, which is dotted with sails of native crafts and grooves of the areca palm,
while a little of the north, the purple hills of north Cachar rise sharply from the plain.
It is surrounded by the Borail hills on the north, Mizo hills on the south, Manipur on
the east and Bangladesh on the west. It has an average elevation of 22 metres (72
feet). It rains quite heavily in July and August and generally the outskirts of the
town get flooded causing extensive damage to the poor farmers. In summer it is hot
and in winters it’s cool, but it never reaches to extremes level. The early rains in the
summer bring in the most needed relief to the people. Flood, earthquakes, landslides
and cyclones all happen in Silchar. Like the rest of Assam, Silchar is a seismic arca
and experiences earthquakes with Shillong as the cpicentre. Silchar and Barak valley
have been ravaged by four major floods in 1986, 1991, 2004 and 2007. The soil of
Silchar town and Barak Valley is in general the mixture of alluvium, sandy loam or
muddy loam superimposed on stones, gravels and congiomerates. The muddy soil is
rich in humus content, mostly confined to river Barak, low lying areas of Malugram,
Tarapur and Rangirkhari. The ridgey land of Tikarbasti, Jail road area, Ambicapatty,
Assam rifles area, Jhalupara locality is mostly lateritic (reddish in colour). The pH
value of soil of Silchar varies between 4.5 and 5.5 having upward trend towards
acidity (www.silchar.com).
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According to Census 2011, the total population of Silchar town is 172,709:
males-86,812 (%) and females-85,897 (%). The sex ratio of Silchar city is 989
females per 1000 males, i.e., way above the national ratio of 940. Silchar has an
average rate of literacy of 91.74%, of which male literacy is 93.97% and female
literacy is 89.50%. In Silchar 8.96% of the population is less than 6 years of age.
Major religions are Hinduism and Islam. (www.Census2011.co.in). Silchar has
preponderantly Bengali population, contributing to more than 80% of the whole
population. Most people speak Sylheti, a dialect of Bengali. The Sylhetis settled here
after migrating from Sylhet, a district of undivided India, after partition of India in
1947. The rest of the residents of Silchar are Marwaris, Bishnupriya Manipuris,
Meiteis Manipuris and some tribal groups like Nagas. Fatak Bazaar is the main
market of the town and other markets are Rangirkhari Bazaar, National Highway
Bazaar, College Road Bazaar, Itkhola Bazaar, Tarapur Bazaar and Birbal Bazaar.
The Silchar’s calendar year is full of festivals, the awaited being the Durga Puja
celebrated around October. Another occasion is the Eid, celebrated by the Muslims.
Gandhi Mela is a local big fair in Silchar town, organised by Silchar Municipality.
Local cultural and sports clubs like Jyoti, Town Club, Cachar Club, Dishari, Bhabikal,
Shanto Sena make up the cultural relief of the town. There is a District Library
catering to the needs of the majority of the readers, the A K Chanda Library and some
privately managed [ibraries. Two cinema halls viz., Devdoot and Oriental provide the
source of amusement for the people. Silchar DSA ground is the centre for sports
lovers. Natives of this town are mostly rice-eating people. Silchar is a part of Lok
Sabha Constituency. Silcharites have although been politically different from the rest
of Assam. When there is AGP at the state, it is Congress in Silchar, when there is
Congress at the state it is BIP at Silchar. Silchar is always affected by national issues
more than the state issues. The local associations like ACKHSA (All Cachar
Karimganj Hailakandi Student Association) have become big forces when it comes to
voice the local demands and needs (www.silchar.com).

Silchar is a trade and processing centre for tea, rice and other agricultural
products. There are a limited number of industries, principally papermaking and tea-
box manufacturing. There are many other shops and markets in the town give
positive impact in the economy of Silchar. Vishal Mega Mart and Big Bazaar, two
newly opened malls, have also successfully captured the market of Silchar town.
The most of the people living in the outskirts rely on farming and tea cultivation.
The Silchar region has 110 tea gardens and many of them producing the best tea in
the country. Tea, oil and natural gas, bamboo, cane, rice are the major contributors to
Silchar’s economy (www.silchar.com).
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Silchar has one National Institutes of Technology (NIT), a Central
University, a Medical College & Hospital, a Polytechnic College, two B.Ed colleges,
two Law colleges and one Industrial Training Institute (ITI). Silchar is well
connected by road, rail and air to the rest of the country. Silchar is connected through
meter gauge rail network with Lumding and Agartala and this is currently being
upgraded to broad gauge lines. There are regular bus services connecting Silchar
with Guwabhti, Shillong, Aiwawl, Agartala and Imphal and other places. The airport
is located at Kumbhirgram, 22 kms from Silchar town and there are regular flights
connecting Silchar with Kolkata, Guwahati, Agartala, Imphal and Aizawl. The
airport is being mordernised and is considered the second to Guwahati in terms of
passenger foot-fall and cargo. Silchar has one All India Radio Station, one
Doordarshan Kendra, five daily newspaper establishments; namely, Dainik
Jugasankha, Samayik Prasanga, Janakantha and Dainik Prantajhyoti and Eastern
Chronicle (English daily). Apart from these local newspapers, national dailies like
the Telegraph, Ananda Bazar Patrika, the Times of India, the Statesman, Ajkal etc.
are available here. Silchar Medical and Hospital was established in 1968 and it is the
sole custodian of health care facilities of the entire Barak valley. People from
Tripura, Manipur, Mizoram are also dependent on this hospital for better health
treatment. Other than that Silchar has one Civil Hospital and one hospital of Red
Cross society which are also serving the people of Silchar and providing good health
care facilities. Apart from these government hospitals, a large number of private
nursing homes and diagnostic centres are there in Silchar. Under the project of
National Rural Health Mission (NRHM), the emergency ambulance Mritynunjoy
(108) is also providing health care services, freec of cost, towards the people of
Silchar town and other places of Cachar district.

1l
THE WORK FORCE IN SILCHAR TOWN

There are different types of workers in Silchar town such as cultivators,
agricultural labourers, household workers, other workers. These workers are come
under the two broad categories of workers, i.e., main workers and marginal workers.
As the latest data on workers in Silchar town of Census, 2011 are not available yet,
so, the data of census 2001 have been discussed. The classified data on workers in
Silchar town are analysed below:
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Table: 3.12
Workers in Municipal Wards of the Silchar Town by Sex, 2001
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Ward No. Male Workers Female Workers Total Workers
1 1302(3.46) 272(3.36) 1574(3.44)
1l 2588(6.88) 333(4.12) 2921(6.39)
111 1629(4.33) 236(2.91) 1865(4.08)
1\Y 1087(2.89) 287(3.55) 1374(3.00)
\'/ 2688(7.14) 476(5.89) 3164(6.91)
Vi 557(1.48) 95(1.17) 652(1.43)
VII 1739(4.62) 458(5.67) 2197(4.80)
VIl 439(1.17) 34(0.42) 473(1.03)
IX 1266(3.36) 134(1.66) 1400(3.06)
X 942(2.50) 180(2.22) 1122(2.45)
XI 950(2.52) 200(2.47) 1150(2.52)
X1 1282(3.40) 222(2.74) 1504(3.29)
X111 1146(3.04) 177(2.18) 1323(2.89)
X1V 1602(4.26) 227(2.80) 1829(4.00)
XV 808(2.15) 132(1.63) 940(2.06)
X V1 1345(3.57) 299(3.70) 1644(3.60)
XVII 1277(3.39) 212(2.62) 1489(3.26)
XVIII 1457(3.87) 355(4.39) 1812(3.96)
X1X 13403.56) 205(2.53) 1545(3.38)
XX 1132(3.00) 273(3.37) 1405(3.07)
XXI1 981(2.60) 263(3.25) 1244(2.72)
XX 1099(2.92) 401(5.00) 1500(3.28)
XX111 611(1.62) 222(2.47) 833(1.82)
XXIV 1452(6.86) 344(4.25) 1796(3.93)
XXV 1600(4.25) 786(9.71) 2386(5.22)
XXVI 1350(3.59) 322(4.00) 1672(3.66)
XXVII 1724(4.58) 515(6.37) 2239(4.90)
XX VI 2241(5.95) 430(5.34) 2671(5.84)
Total 37634 (100) 8090 (100) 45724 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2001, Census of India, Assam, Cachar District.
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The total workers in Silchar town as a whole are 45724: male workers 37634
(82.31%) and female workers-8090 (17.69%). The highest number of workers
(6.91%) is from municipal ward no. 5, where 7.14% are male workers. On the other
hand, highest number of female workers (9.71) is from municipal ward No. 25. Thus,
the data show that most of the workers of Silchar town are males.

(a) Main Workers

The following table presents the data on main workers in Silchar town:

Table: 3.13
Main Workers in Municipal Wards of Silchar Town by Sex 2001
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Ward No. Male Main Workers Female Main Workers Total Main Workers
I 1239(3.42) 231(3.57) 1470(3.45)
11 2559(7.08) 287(4.43) 2846(6.68)
I1] 1591(4.40) 219(3.38) 1810(4.25)
v 1058(2.93) 260(4.01) 1318(3.09)
\Y, 2575(7.12) 354(5.46) 2929(6.88)
VI 546(1.51) 76(1.73) 622(1.46)
VIl 1687(4.67) 364(5.62) 2051(4.82)
VI 428(1.18) 28(0.43) 456(1.07)
IX 1259(3.48) 127(2.00) 1386(3.25)
X 938(2.59) 97(1.50) 1035(2.43)
XI 935(2.59) 183(2.83) 1118(2.62)
XIl 1241(3.43) 210(3.24) 1451(3.40)
X1l 1116(3.09) 163(2.52) 1279(3.00)
XV 1500(4.15) 175(2.70) 1675(3.93)
XV 803(2.22) 129(2.00) 932(2.19)
XVI 1262(3.49) 270(4.17) 1532(3.59)
XVII 1252(3.46) 176(2.72) 1428(3.35)
XVill 1426(3.94) 329(5.08) 1755(4.11)
XIX 1287(3.56) 181(2.79) 1468(3.44)
XX 1091(3.02) 228(3.52) 1319(3.09)
XXI 917(2.54) 212(3.27) 1129(2.65)
XXI1I 1047(2.90) 336(5.19) 1383(3.24)
XXIlI 588(1.63) 208(3.21) 796(1.87)
XXIV 1436(3.97) 241(3.71) 1677(3.93)
XXV 1441(3.99) 349(5.39) 1790(4.20)
XXVI 1200(3.31) 218(3.36) 1418(3.33)
XXVII 1665(4.61) 490(7.56) 2155(5.06)
XXVIII 2061(5.70) 338(5.22) 2399(5.63)
Total 36148 (100) 6479 (100) 42627 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2001, Census of India, Assam, Cachar District.
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Total main workers in Silchar town as a whole are 42627: 36148 (84.80%)
are main male workers and 6479 (15.20%) are female main workers. Among the
total male main workers 7.12% are from Ward No. 5 and 7.56% of the total female
main workers are from municipal ward No. 7. Thus, most of the main workers in
Silchar town are males.

(b) ° Marginal Workers

The following table presents the data on marginal workers in Silchar town:

Table: 3.14

Marginal Workers in Municipal Wards of Silchar Town by Sex, 2001
(Percentage in Parentheses)

. Female Marginal Total Marginal
Ward No. | Male Marginal Workers Workers Workers
I 63(6.26) 41(2.55) 104(3.36)
11 29(1.95) 46(3.41) 75(2.42)
11 38(2.56) 17(1.06) 55(1.78)
v 29(1.95) 27(1.68) 56(1.81)
\Y 113(7.60) 122(7.57) 235(7.59)
Vi 11(0.74) 19(1.18) 30(0.97)
Vil 52(3.50) 94(5.83) 146(4.71)
VI 11(0.74) 6(0.37) 17(0.55)
IX 7(0.47) 7(0.43) 14(0.45)
X 4(0.27) 83(5.15) 87(2.81)
X1 15(1.00) 17(1.06) 32(1.03)
XIl 41(2.76) 12(0.74) 53(1.71)
X 30(2.02) 14(0.87) 44(1.42)
X1V 102(6.86) 52(3.23) 154(4.97)
XV 5(0.34) 3(0.19) 8(0.26)
XVi 83(5.59) 29(1.80) 112(3.62)
XVII 25(1.68) 36(2.23) 61(1.92)
XVIII 31(2.09) 26(1.61) 57(1.84)
XIX 53(3.57) 24(1.49) 77(2.49)
XX 41(2.76) 45(2.79) 86(2.78)
XX1 64(4.31) 51(3.17) 115(3.71)
XXII 52(3.50) 65(4.03) 117(3.78)
XX 23(1.595) 14(0.87) 37(1.19)
XXV 16(1.08) 103(6.39) 119(3.84)
XXV 159(10.70) 437(27.13) 596(19.24)
XXVI 150(10.2) 104(6.46) 254(8.20)
XXVII 59(3.97) 25(1.56) 84(2.71)
XXVIH 180(12.11) 92(5.71) 272(8.78)
Total 1486 (100) 1611 (100) 3097 (100)

Source: Government of India 2001 Census of India, Assam, Cachar District
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The total marginal workers in Silchar town as a whole are 3097: marginal
male workers-1486 (48%) and female workers-1611 (52%). 19.24% of the marginal
workers are from municipal ward no. 25 and highest of them are males (27.13%).
The highest female marginal workers (12.11%) are from municipal ward No. 28.
Thus, in Silchar town, the female marginal workers are higher than male marginal

workers.

(c) Main Cultivators

The following table presents the data on main workers in Silchar town:

Table: 3.15

Main Cultivators in Municipal Wards of Silchar Town by Sex, 2001

(Percentage in Parentheses)

Female Main

Ward No. Male Main Cultivators Culti Total Main Cultivators
ultivators
I 0(0) 1(4.17) 1 (1.30)
11 2(3.77) 0 2(2.60)
111 0 0 0
1AY 0 1(4.17) 1(1.30)
\% 8(15.09) 0 8(10.40)
Vi 0 1(4.17) 1(1.30)
VII 1(1.89) 0 1(1.30)
VIII 1(1.89) 0 1(1.30)
IX 0 0 0
X 0 0 0
XI 2(3.77) 1(4.17) 3(3.90)
XII 0 0 0
XIll 3(5.67) 5(20.83) 8(10.40)
XV 0 0 0
XV 0 1(4.17) 1(1.30)
XVI 8(15.09) 0 8(10.40)
XVII 7(13.21) 2(8.33) 9(11.69)
XV 1(1.89) 3(12.5) 4(5.19)
XIX 1(1.89) 0 1(1.30)
XX 2(3.77) 2(8.33) 4(15.19)
XXI 5(5.67) 1(4.17) 6(7.79)
XX 0 0 0
XX 0 0 0
XXIV 1(1.89) 0 1(1.30)
XXV 1(1.89) 0 1(1.30)
XXVI 4(7.59) 1(4.17) 5(6.49) |
XXVII 3(5.67) 4(16.67) 7(9.09)
XXVIII 3(5.67) 1(4.17) 4(5.19)
Total 53 (100) 24 (100) 77 (100)

Source: Government of India 2001 Census of India, Assam, Cachar District
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This table shows that population of main cultivators in Silchar town is very

less. The main cultivators in Silchar town as a whole are 77: males-53 (68.83%) and

females-24 (31.17%). Of them male main cultivators are highest in municipal ward

no. 5 and municipal ward no. 16. Female main cultivators are highest in municipal

ward No. 13. Thus, from the above data it can be observed that main cultivators are

very few in Silchar town.

(d) Marginal Cultivators

The following table presents the data on marginal cultivators in Silchar town:

Table: 3.16

Marginal Cultivators in Municipal Wards of Silchar Town by Sex, 2001
(Percentage in Parentheses)

wadNo, | MEGbmm | P | T e
XII 1(33.3) 0 1 (20)
XXI 1 (33.4) 0 1 (20)
XXV 0 2(100) 2 (40)

XXVIII 1(33.3) 0 1 (20)
Total 3 (100) 2 (100) 5(100)

Source: Government of India, 200, Census of India, Assam, Cachar District.

The table shows that population of marginal cultivators are very less. The

total marginal cultivators are 5: males-3 and female marginal cultivators are 2. Thus,

marginal cultivators are found only in 4 municipal wards of Silchar town, i.e. in ward

no. 12, 22, 25 and 28. The data cited above reveals the fact that in Silchar town most

of the people are not engaged in cultivation.
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(e) Main Agricultural Labourers

The following table presents the data on main main agricultural labourers in

Silchar town:

Table: 3.17

Main Agricultural Labourers in Municipal Wards of Silchar Town by Sex, 2001

(Percentage in Parentheses)

Main Male Main Female Total Agricultural
Ward No. Agricultural Agricultural L
abourers
Labourers Labourers
I 1(2.38) 0 1(1.87)
11 1(2.38) 0 1(1.87)
11 0 1(9.10) 1(1.87)
v 0 0 0
\% 3(7.14) 0 3(5.66)
Vi 2 (4.76) 0 2(3.77)
VII 1(2.38) 1(9.10) 2(3.77)
VI 0 0 0
IX 0 0 0
X 0 0 0
X1 0 0 0
XII 0 0 0
XHI 0 1(9.10) 1(1.87)
X1V 23 (54.76) 0 23(43.40)
XV 0 1(9.10) 1(1.87)
XVI 2 (4.76) 3(27.27) 5(9.43)
XVII 1(2.38) 0 1(1.87)
XVIII 2 (4.76) 2 (18.18) 4(7.55)
XIX 0 0 0
XX 0 0 0
XXl1 0 2 (18.18) 1(1.87)
XXI1] 0 0 0
XXII1 0 0 0
XX1v 2 (4.76) 0 2(3.77)
XXV 2 (4.76) 1(9.10) 3(5.66)
XXVI 1(2.38) 0 1(1.87)
XXVII 1(2.38) 0 1(1.87)
XXVII 0 0 0
Total 42 (100) i1 (100) 53 (100)

Source: Government of India 2001 Census of India, Assam, Cachar District
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The total main agricultural labourers are 53 in Silchar town as a whole:
males-42 (79.25%) and females-11 (20.75%). 54.76% of the total male main
agricultural labourers are from municipal ward no.i4, whereas no female main
agricultural labourers are there in the same ward. 18.18% of the total female main
agricultural labourers from wards No. 18 and 21. Thus, concentration of male main
agricultural labourers is higher than female main agricultural labourers in Silchar
town. These workers are working in other’s plough fields.

() Marginal Agricultural Labourers

The following table presents the data on marginal agricultural labourers in
Silchar town:

Table: 3.18
Marginal Agricultural Labourers in Municipal Wards Sex of Silchar
Town by Sex, 2001
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Marginal Male Marginal Female Total Marginal

Ward No. Agricultural Agricultural Agricultural
Labourers Labourers Labourers
I 1(10) 0 1(5.56)

\% 0 5 (62.5) 5(27.78)
XVI 1(10) 1(12.5) 2(11.11)
XIX 3(30) 1 (12.5) 4(22.22)
XXV 1(10) 0 1 (5.56)
XXVI 3 (30) 0 3(16.67)
XXVII 0 1(12.5) 1 (5.56)
XXVIII 1(10) 0 1 (5.56)
Total 10 (100) 8 (100) 18 (100)

Source: Government of India 2001 Census of India, Assam, Cachar District

Total marginal agricultural labourers in Silchar town as a whole are 18:
males-10 and females-8(44.44%). 62.5% of total female marginal agricultural
labourers are from municipal ward no. 5, whereas no male marginal agricultural are
found in the same ward. Maximum male agricultural labourers (30%) are in
municipal ward no. 19 and 26. Thus, the data show that in Silchar town, marginal
agricultural labourers are very few in number.
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Hence, from the data presented in above four tables on main cultivators,
marginal cultivators, main agricultural labourers and marginal agricultural labourers
reveal that in Silchar town, very less number of people is engaged in primary sector
or in agricultural sector.

(g) Main Household Workers

The following table presents the data on main household workers in Silchar

town:

Table: 3.19

Main Household Workers in Municipal Wards of Siichar Town by Sex, 2001
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Ward No Main Male Household Main Female Total Main Household
) Workers Household Workers Workers
| 16(6.27) 3(2.75) 19(5.23)
11 5(1.96) 18(4.95) 23(6.32)
I 15(5.88) 1(0.27) 16(4.40)
v 0 0 0
\% 9(3.53) 9(8.26) 18(4.95)
A% 0 0 0
VIl 7(2.75) 4(3.67) 11(3.02)
VI 0 0 0
IX 5(1.96) 6(5.50) 11(3.02)
X 1(0.39) 4(3.67) 5(1.37)
X1 4(1.57) 1(3.67) 5(1.37)
Xl 18(7.05) 8(7.34) 26(7.14)
X111 3(1.18) 0 3(0.82)
X1V 61(23.92) 6(5.56) 67(18.41)
XV 19(7.45) 0 19(5.23)
XV1 7(2.75) 5(4.59) 12(3.30)
XVII 0 2(1.83) 2(0.55)
XVII 8(3.14) 13(11.93) 21(5.77)
XIX 33(12.94) 9(8.26) 42(11.54)
XX 3(1.18) 2(1.83) 5(1.37)
XX1 1(0.39) 1(0.27) 2(0.55)
XXI1 5((1.96) 0 5(1.37)
XX 4(1.57) 0 4(1.1)
XXV 6(2.35) 4(3.67) 10(2.75)
XXV 4(1.57) 1(0.27) 5(1.37)
XXVI 7(2.75) 2(1.83) 9(2.48)
XXVII 1(0.39) 8(7.34) 9(2.48)
XXVII 13(5.10) 2(1.83) 15(4.12)
Total 255 (100) 109 (100) 364 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2001, Census of India, Assam, Cachar District.
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Main household workers are 364 in Silchar town as a whole: males-255
(70.05%) and females-109- (29.95%). The highest of all male main household
workers (23.92%) are from municipal ward no. 14 and female main household
workers (11.93%) are from municipal ward No. 18. Thus, majority of the main
household workers are males.

(h) Marginal Household Workers

The following table presents the data on marginal household workers in

Silchar town:

Table: 3.20

Marginal Household Workers in Municipal Wards of Silchar Town by Sex, 2001
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Ward No Marginal Male Marginal Female Total Marginal
) Household Workers Household Workers Household Workers
1 1(1.89) 1(0.88) 2(1.20)
11 1(1.89) 6(5.30) 7(4.22)
111 2(3.78) 2(1.77) 4(2.41)
v 0 3(2.65) 3(1.81)
\Y 0 2(1.77) 2(1.20)
Vi 0 0 0
VIl 1(1.89) 201.77) 3(1.81)
VI 0 0 0
1X 1(1.89) 0 1(0.60)
X 0 0 0
X1 6(11.32) 11(9.73) 17(10.24)
XII 0 3(2.65) 3(1.81)
X111 0 1(0.88) 1(0.60)
X1V 14(26.42) 32(28.32) 46 (27.71)
XV 1(1.89) 1(0.88) 2(1.20)
XVI 0 0 0
XVl 1(1.89) 6(5.31) 7(4.22)
XVIll 0 0 0
XIX 5(9.43) 0 5(3.01)
XX 0 8(7.08) 8(4.82)
XX1 0 0 0
XX 0 1(0.88) 1(0.60)
XXHI 0 0 0
XXV 3(5.67) 10(8.85) 13(7.83)
XXV 3(5.67) 2(1.77) 5(3.01)
XXVI 5(9.43) 14(12.39) 19(11.45)
XXVII 0 1(0.88) 1(0.60)
XXVII 9(16.98) 7(6.19) 16(9.64)
Total 53 (100) 113 (100) 166 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2001, Census of India, Assam, Cachar District.
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The total marginal household workers in the Silchar town as a whole are 166:
males-53 (31.93%) and females-113 (68.07%). Majority of the male marginal
household workers (26.42%) are from municipal ward no. 14 and female marginal
household workers (28.32%) are also from the ward. Thus, female marginal
household workers are higher than male marginal household workers.

(i) Main Other Workers

The following table presents the data on main other workers in Silchar town:

Table: 3.21
Main Other Workers into Municipal Wards of Silchar Town by Sex, 2001
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Ward No Main Male Other Main Female Other Total Main Other
) Workers Workers Workers
1 1222(3.41) 227(3.58) 1449(3.44)
11 2551(7.13) 269(4.25) 2820(6.7)
I 1576(4.40) 217(3.43) 1793(4.26)
v 1058(2.96) 259(4.10) 1317(3.13)
\Y% 2555(7.14) 345(5.45) 2900(6.89)
VI 544(1.51) 75(1.18) 619(1.47)
vl 1678(4.69) 359(5.67) 2037(4.83)
VI 427(1.19) 28(0.44) 455(1.08)
IX 1254(3.50) 121(1.91) 1375(3.26)
X 937(2.61) 93(1.47) 1030(2.44)
XI 929(2.60) 181(2.86) 1110(2.63)
Xl 1223(3.42) 157(2.48) 1425(3.38)
XTI 1110(3.1) 157(2.48) 1267(3.00)
X1V 1416(3.96) 169(2.67) 1585(3.76)
XV 784(2.19) 127(2.0) 911(2.16)
XVI 1245(3.48) 262(4.14) 1507(3.58)
XVII 1244(3.47) 172(2.72) 1416(3.36)
XV 1415(3.95) 311(4.91) 1726(4.10)
XIX 1253(3.5) 172(2.72) 1425(3.38)
XX 1086(3.03) 224(3.54) 1310(3.11)
XXI1 911(2.54) 209(3.30) 1120(2.66)
XXH 1042(2.91) 336(5.31) 1378(3.27)
XXI11 584(1.63) 208(3.28) 1792(1.88)
XXV 1428(4.00) 236(3.73) 1664(3.95)
XXV 1434(4.00) 347(5.48) 1781(0.42)
XXVI 1188(3.31) 215(3.40) 1403(3.33)
XXVII 1661(4.64) 477(7.53) 2138(5.07)
XXVII 2045(5.71) 335(5.29%) 2380(5.65)
Total 35800 (100) 6333 (100) 42133 (100)

Source: Government of India 2001 Census of India, Assam, Cachar District
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Total main workers in Silchar Municipal are 42133: males- 35800 (84.97%)

and females-6333 (15.03%).

The majority of the main other workers are from

municipal ward no. 5, of which, 7.14% are male main other workers. Majority of the
female main other workers (7.53%) are from municipal ward No. 27. Thus, most of
the main marginal others workers are males in Silchar municipal wards.

(i) Marginal Other Workers

The following table presents the data on marginal other workers in Silchar

town:

Table: 3.22

Marginal Other Workers in Municipal Wards of Silchar Town by Sex, 2001
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Ward No.

Marginal Male Other

Marginal Female Other

Total Marginal Other

Workers Workers Workers
[ 62(4.36) 40(2.69) 102(3.51)
I1 27(1.90) 40(2.69) 67(2.30)
11 36(2.53) 15(1.00) 51(1.75)
v 29(2.04) 24(1.62) 53(1.82)
\% 113(7.95) 115(7.74) 228(7.84)
VI 11(0.77) 19(1.28) 30(1.03)
VI 51(3.59) 92(6.19) 143(4.92)
VIl 11(0.77) 6(0.42) 17(0.06)
IX 6(0.40) 7(0.47) 13(0.45)
X 4(0.28) 83(5.59) 87(2.99)
X1 8(0.56) 6(0.40) 14(0.48)
X1 41(2.89) 9(0.61) 50(1.72)
X111 30(2.11) 13(0.87) 43(1.48)
Xiv 88(6.19) 20(1.35) 108(3.72)
XV 4(0.28) 2(0.13) 6(0.02)
XVI 82(0.58) 28(1.88) 110(3.78)
XVII 24(1.69) 30(2.02) 54(1.86)
XVII 31(2.18) 25(1.68) 56(1.93)
XIX 45(3.17) 23(1.55) 68(2.34)
XX 41(2.89) 37(2.49) 78(2.68)
XXI 64(4.05) 51(3.43) 115(3.69)
XX1 52(3.66) 63(4.24) 115(3.96)
XXIII 23(1.62) 14(0.94) 37(1.27)
XXV 13(0.91) 93(6.26) 106(3.65)
XXV 155(10.91) 433(29.14) 588(20.23)
XXV1 142(9.99) 90(6.06) 232(7.98)
XXVII 59(4.15) 23(1.55) 82(2.82)
XXVIH 169(11.89) 85(5.72) 254(8.74)
Total 1421 (100) 1486 (100) 2907 (100)

Source: Government of India, 2001, Census of India, Assam, Cachar District.
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The table reveals the ward-wise marginal other workers in the Silchar town.
Total marginal other workers in Silchar town are 2907: males-1421 (48.88%) and
females-1486 (51.12%). Majority of the male marginal other workers (11.89%) are
from municipal ward no. 28 and majority of the female marginal other workers
(29.14%) are from municipal ward no. 25.

Thus, over half of the marginal other workers are females in Silchar
municipal wards.

(k) Non-Workers
The following table presents the data on non-workers in Silchar town:

Table: 3.23
Non-Workers in Municipal Wards of Silchar Town by Sex, 2001
(Percentage in Parentheses)

Ward No. Male Non-Workers Female Non-Workers Total Non-Workers
| 1335(3.81) 2362(3.85) 3697(3.83)
Il 1984(5.67) 3493(5.68) 5477(5.68)
1 1648(4.70) 2916(4.75) 4564(4.73)
v 974(2.78) 1666(2.71) 2640(7.4)
\Y% 2627(7.30) 4507(7.34) 7134(7.40)
Vi 399(1.14) 780(1.27) 1179(1.22)
\%1! 1592(4.54) 2618(4.26) 4210(4.36)
VIl 421(1.20) 702(1.14) 1123(1.16)
IX 1212(3.46) 2116(3.45) 3328(3.45)
X 596(1.70) 1320(2.15) 1916(1.99)
X1 776(2.21) 1490(2.43) 2266(2.35)
XI1 1068(3.05) 1985(3.23) 3053(3.17)
X1 1090(3.11) 2007(3.28) 3097(3.21)
X1V 1458(4.16) 2751(4.48) 4209(4.36)
XV 762(2.23) 1602(2.61) 2384(2.47)
XVI 1053(3.00) 2058(3.35) 3111(3.22)
XVII 1275(3.64) 2164(3.52) 3439(3.57)
XVl 1551(4.43) 2668(4.34) 4219(4.37)
XIX 1398(3.99) 2463(4.01) 3861(4.00)
XX 980(2.80) 1851(3.01) 2831(2.93)
XXI 952(2.80) 1671(2.72) 2623(2.72)
XXII 1009(2.88) 1793(2.92) 2802(2.90)
XXI11 884(2.52) 921(1.50) 1805(1.87)
XXIvV 1515(4.23) 2434(3.96) 3949(4.10)
XXV 1453(4.15) 2278(3.80) 3731(3.87)
XXV1 1237(3.53) 2274(3.70) 3511(3.64)
XXVl 1685(4.80) 2816(4.58) 4501(4.67)
XXVIII 2091(5.97) 3724(6.06) 5815(6.03)
Total 35045 (100) 61430 (100) I 96475 (100)

Source: Government of India 2001 Census of India, Assam, Cachar District
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The table shows the status of the non-workers in the Silchar. The total non-
workers in Silchar town are 96475: males 35045 (36.33%) and females 61430
(63.67%). Majority of the male non-workers (7.30%) and female non-workers
(7.34%) are from municipal ward No. 5. Thus, concentration of female non-workers
is higher than male non-workers in Silchar town.

In Sichar town, most of the people (98.50%) are other workers, engaged in
tertiary sector. Cultivators, agricultural labourers are very few in number. Because,
in Silchar town, there are very minimum numbers of plough fields. So, it can be said
that in Sichar town are people working more in tertiary sector than in primary
(agriculture) sector and secondary (industry) sector.

A%
MAIJOR SECTORS OF CHILD EMPLOYMENT IN SILCHAR TOWN

In Silchar Town, child labourers are found in various sectors. It can be said
that the children living in poor houscholds are silently contributing to the economy
of this town. They are generally coming from the slums and rural areas where their
poor parents cannot afford a penny to feed them. So, these children are engaged in
labour market not by choice, but by force. In Silchar town, children are often
working as domestic labourers, handy boys in transports, waiters in hotels and stalls,
helper in motor workshops.

The Assistant Labour Commissioner Office, Silchar, detected 34 child
labourers in 2012. On the production of age proof certificates 13 cases have been
dropped because these labourers are above 14 years of ages. The rest 21 cases have
been moved to the Court of Chief Judicial Magistrate, where prosecution cases have
been filed against employers. Out of which, 4 employers paid fine of Rs. 20,000/-
each to the Child Rehabilitation and Welfare Fund. On the other hand, fine of Rs.
5,000/- each collected from the cach employer will be given to the Govt. of India.
Four children have been sent to shelter homes. Two children have been sent to the
Sarva Siksha Abhiyan Rehabilitation Centre. One child has been sent to Social
Welfare Department and One child have been sent to the UDICHI, a NGO of Siichar
town (data collected on 18.02.2013 vide Memo No. LMI / 95/ Child /
Returns/104-105 dtd.17.01.2006,0ffice of Assistant Labour Commissioner, Silchar).
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The conditions of children in these sectors have been discussed below:

(i) Transport Sector

It is said that development of a place can be measured by its level of
communication facilities. Transport sector is one of the major trade sectors in a
growing city like Silchar. There are six associations of transport business in Silchar,
namely, (a) Cachar Transport Vehicle Owners Association, Trunk Road, (b) Silchar
City Bus and Mini Bus association, Sadarghat, (c) Inter regional Long Route Bus
Owner Association, Das Compound, (d) Barak Valley Omni Tourist Owner
Association, Trunk Road, (e¢) Barak Valley Tata Sumo Taxi Association, Trunk
Road, (f) Cachar Taxi Owner Association, Sadarghat. Both adult and children are
working in this sector. Adult employees are worked both as drivers and handymen.
But the child labourers are assigned as the handy boy. Child labourers in transport
sector hail from the rural areas. The poor children are subjected to economic
exploitation and are highly visibie in city transport. They are working for long days
and are prone to accident and exposed to pollution which cause deterioration of their
health and mental peace. The services of children are purely temporary basis without
any security of jobs as well as lives. There is no fixed wage for the child labourers
and their job security is also dependent on the sweet will of the employers.

(ii) Domestic Sector

Domestic service is one of the oldest services in which poor women are
engaged. In Silchar town, domestic workers are working in middle class, upper
middle class and upper class families. The girls are often found working in domestic
sector and they are generally coming from different slums of Silchar town. Economic
discrimination and gender biasness are the two major factors that keep the girl child
out of the school and force them to work in such an early age. Their incomes are
contributing directly to economic well being of the household because poor families
cannot bear the expenditure of all the members of the family.

Child domestic helpers are employed for household chores by the employer
because they are easily available. They can utilise the cheap labour to run their
house, to look after their little ones and sometime event to help them in the kitchen
work. At a very tender age child domestic helper becomes the victims of mental and
physical torture at the hand of the employer. These children are not only denied their
childhood happiness and company of other children they are locked up in an
unfamiliar surroundings, and stranger to many in the locality. Sometimes these
children are forced to do more work which is above their physical ability and inental
stability. Child domestic labour has driven the young girl children in to labour
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market and has neglecting their childhood; it is a failure of the government to
prohibit child labour in our country. Indeed it is a curse to the society and for the
poor family whose young members have become bread winners of the family.
Instead of focusing upon their physical and social wellbeing they are busy with
various other odd jobs. There is a need to make community people aware about the
importance of education. Also, Government should start some need based vocational
training programmes for the economic upliftment of parents, and free education
should be given for grooming a child’s future.

(iii) Hotels and Stalls

In Silchar town, the concentration of children in small tea stalls and hotels are
very high. They are generally found working as waiters. The employers of small
hotels and stalls generally prefer to employ the poor children because with their low
income they cannot able to employ the adult employees with higher wages. These
little children serve foods, carry heavy utensils and wash dishes and clean the floor to
their customers.

Due to poverty and unemployment parents struggle hard to provide three
meals to their children, therefore they encourage the children to get into small jobs
where they can earn and contribute to the family income and support the family.
Lack of monetary help and growing price hike, large families, poor remuneration,
has pushed the children to the labour market. And the pull factor like a kind of
assurance that they will get some food and little amount when worked has drawn the
young children to the small hotels and food stalls. In order to satisfy the basic need
of human life these poverty stricken populations make the deliberate option to send
the children to work and earn to supplement the meagre income that they earn.
Sometimes it is the child, who decides and runs away from the house to work
because of lack of interest, seeing the father torturing the mother out of drunkenness.

(iv) Motor Workshops

As the transport trades are growing in Siichar town, therefore, huge number
of motor workshops is established for repairing the vehicles. Almost all the owners
of motor workshops are well acquainted mechanics and they prefer to employ the
children in their motor workshops because children are uncomplaining and easy to
handie. These children are appointed as trainee and are paid less. Attraction of the
city life makes the rural children to take this work. There is an inborn desire to the
boys to drive, to hold a vehicle etc. and when they cannot afford to have it, they are
happy at least to work by entering this sector of employment they fulfill their hidden
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aspiration and enjoy the work. The impact of Government programmes was minimal
and many children were left out of the ambit of these programmes.

To sum up, it can be said that Silchar town is developing day by day, with
moderate economy status, education level, and communication facilities and so on.
But quite surprisingly, the second largest urban centre as weli as the commercial
centre in Assam, i.e. Silchar town, is not freed from the evil of child labour. In every
nook and corner of Silchar town, child labourers are found. In the present complex
social set up characterised by the use of high energy technology for mass production
of varied kinds of goods with maximum speed, children can be seen performing a
number of jobs which by their very nature are dangerous to their growth and
development (Kanakaiah et al. 1993).
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